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For Yuko—The Sweetest Thing

“On earth as it is in heaven”

Matthew 6:10
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Series Foreword

Green Day! The Beatles! U2! The Rolling Stones! These are just a few of the many bands that have shaped our lives.Written for high school students and general readers, each volume in this exciting series traces the life of a band from its beginning to the present day. Each examines the early life and family of band members, their formative years, their inspirations, their career preparation and training, and the band's awards, achievements, and lasting contributions to music.

Designed to foster student research, the series has a convenient format. Each book begins with a timeline that charts the major events in the life of the band. The narrative chapters that follow trace the birth, growth, and lasting influence of the band across time. Appendices highlight awards and other accomplishments, and a selected bibliography lists the most important print and electronic resources for high school student research—or for anyone just interested in learning more about the band.

These books also help students learn about social history. Music, perhaps more than any other force, has shaped our culture, especially in recent times. Songs comment on the events of their era and capture the spirit of their age. They powerfully touch the lives of listeners and help people—especially young people—define who they are. So, too, the lifestyles of band members reflect larger social trends and promote and provoke reactions within society. By learning about the bands, students also learn more about the world they live in.

So have a seat, settle in, and crank up the volume!


Introduction

No band in the universe is as big as U2: as the joke goes, when Bono wants to change a light bulb, all he has to do is hold it and the world revolves around him. Few bands have blurred the line between rapture and corn quite like the Sonic Leprechaun and his Irish Soul Men. Yet at their best, U2 achieve what very few artists in any genre can: they create work with a sustained intensity that can transform the particular into the universal. As Bono has said, “A song can change the world . . . it can change the temperature in the room.” Listening to U2 can often be a transformative experience, cathartic and exhilarating.

How do they do it? For almost 30 years, U2 has been reaching for the heights and creating music that is as intense and powerful as it is uplifting. Rising from the detritus of punk in the late 1970s, they displayed in their early days an ambition that often belied their combined talents. But they persevered, playing in the discos and pubs around Dublin until their craft began to match the soul-splitting panorama of their ambitions. The remarkable component of their story is how from the very early days they believed in what they were doing. U2 was never only a side project or a diversion.What sets all great bands apart is an uncompromising faith in their own mission, and U2 has always had it.

No band can rise to its heights without attracting some amount of scorn or criticism. U2 has been accused of grandstanding, of placing power before passion, and of putting politics before the music. In the past decade Bono's commitment to Africa and to eradicating poverty has threatened to overwhelm U2. Some people—no less a figure than Larry Mullen Jr., in fact—have accused him of gallivanting around with war criminals when he was seen with political leaders such as President George W. Bush and Prime Minister Tony Blair. Moreover, some critics charge that his zealous support of African causes has perpetuated the neo-colonialism that frames Western powers as saviors of the continent while encouraging the view that Africans are unable to help themselves.

It is one thing to achieve success, but another to sustain it for as long as U2 has. The band's secret resides in their ability to harness the power that lies at the heart of the contradicting forces of faith and doubt, love and hate, life and death. The story of U2 is the grace of discovering we are one while at the same time realizing we are not the same.


Timeline


	March 13, 1960
	Adam Clayton is born at his grandparents’ house in Chinnor in Oxfordshire, England.


	May 10, 1960
	Paul “Bono”Hewson is born at the Rotunda Hospital in Dublin, Ireland, to Bob and Iris Hewson.


	August 8, 1961
	David “The Edge” Evans is born in Barking Maternity Hospital in East London to Garvin and Gwenda Evans.


	October 31, 1960
	Larry Mullen Jr. is born in Dublin to Larry Sr. and Maureen Mullen.


	1972
	Mount Temple School is established in Dublin, and one of its first students is Paul Hewson.


	1973
	Paul Hewson and Derek “Guggi” Rowen meet Fionan “Gavin Friday” Hanvey.


	
	Dave Evans enters Mount Temple.


	1974
	Larry Mullen Jr. enters Mount Temple.


	September 12, 1974
	Paul’s mother, Iris Hewson, dies from a brain hemorrhage.


	1976
	Paul and his friends form Lypton Village. Paul becomes “Bonavox of O’Connell Street,” then “Bono Vox,” and finally “Bono.”


	Summer 1976
	Adam spends a month in Pakistan. He starts to smoke hash.


	September 1976
	Adam enters Mount Temple.


	September 25, 1976
	The current members of U2 meet in Larry’s kitchen for the first time after responding to a note Larry posted at school about starting a band. They decide to call themselves Feedback.


	Autumn/ Winter 1976–77
	Feedback plays its first performance in the Mount Temple cafeteria.


	April 11, 1977
	Feedback plays its first show in front of a paying audience at St. Fintan’s School, Dublin. Shortly after, the band decides to change their name to The Hype.


	June 1977
	The first issue of Hot Press music magazine appears.


	October 21, 1977
	The Hype attends the Clash concert at Trinity College in Dublin and is blown away.


	February/March 1978
	The Hype plays its first RTE broadcast on the program Our Times. The band changes their name to U2.


	March 1978
	Adam is kicked out of Mount Temple after running naked through the halls.


	March 18, 1978
	U2 wins the St. Patrick’s Day contest in Limerick. The prize is £500 and a demo session with CBS Ireland.


	March 30, 1978
	U2 gets their first mention in Hot Press.


	April 1978
	U2 meets Hot Press journalist Bill Graham. U2 records its first demo at Keystone Studios.


	May 25, 1978
	U2 meets Paul McGuinness, who soon after becomes their manager.


	August 16, 1978
	On a family trip to New York, Edge buys a used Gibson Explorer guitar.


	September 23, 1978
	U2 meets future soundman Joe O’Herlihy while playing the Arcadia Ballroom in Cork.


	October 1978
	U2 plays the benefit “Rock Against Sexism” at the Magnet Bar in Dublin.


	November 1978
	Larry’s mother is killed in a car accident in Dublin.


	April 1979
	Bono and Ali travel to London to promote the band.


	May 1979
	U2 plays the first of six Dandelion Market gigs.


	June 1979
	U2 signs a contract with CBS Ireland.


	September 1979
	U2 releases three-song EP Boy/Girl; 1,000 copies sell out almost immediately.


	October 1979
	U2 appears on the cover of Hot Press for the first time.


	November 10, 1979
	U2 appears on the cover of Record Mirror.


	December 1979
	U2 embarks on its first tour of England.


	January 15, 1980
	U2 plays The Late Show for the first time.


	March 23, 1980
	U2 signs its first international contract with Island Records.


	April 5–6, 1980
	U2 records “11 O’clock Tick Tock” with Martin Hannett in Dublin’s Windmill Lane Studios.


	May 23, 1980
	U2’s first international single, “11 O’clock Tick Tock,” is released.


	July 1980
	U2 begins recording its first album, Boy, with Steve Lillywhite.


	July 27, 1980
	U2 plays its first open-air concert at Leixlip Castle in front of 15,000.


	August 1980
	U2 releases its first Steve Lillywhite single, “A Day without Me.”


	October 20, 1980
	Boy is released and eventually peaks at number 52 in the British charts.


	December 3, 1980
	U2 plays its first show in France at the Baltard Pavilion in Paris.


	December 4, 1980
	U2 flies to the US.


	December 6, 1980
	U2 plays its first U.S. concert at the Ritz in New York City.


	December 9, 1980
	U2 plays its first show in Canada at the El Mocambo in Toronto.


	February 1981
	U2 receives first mention in Rolling Stone magazine, “Here Come The Next Big Thing” by James Henke.


	March 3, 1981
	Boy is released in North America with new cover and reaches number 94 on the charts.


	March 22, 1981
	Bono leaves his lyric book backstage at a show in Portland.


	June 8, 1981
	U2 plays to 50,000, its largest crowd, at Pinkpop Festival in the Netherlands.


	June 9, 1981
	Bruce Springsteen and Pete Townshend meet U2 backstage at the Hammersmith Palais concert in London.


	July 1981
	U2 begins recording October at Dublin’s Windmill Lane Studios with Steve Lillywhite.


	July 1981
	New single “Fire” is released, peaking at number 35.


	August 1, 1981
	MTV debuts in the US.


	August 20, 1981
	U2 makes debut on Top of the Pops performing “Fire.”


	October 5, 1981
	New single “Gloria” is released, peaking at 55 in the UK and 81 in the US.


	October 12, 1981
	New album October is released, peaking at 11 in the UK and 104 in the US.


	November 1981
	Edge and Bono quit the band briefly and a crisis of faith occurs. After discussions with Paul, the band re-forms with a stronger commitment.


	November– December 1981
	U.S. tour.


	December 1981
	U2 records new song “A Celebration” in Dublin.


	February 1982
	U.S. tour.


	February 11, 1982
	U2 meets photographer Anton Corbijn in New Orleans.


	March 4, 1982
	U2 begins a month-long stint opening for the J. Geils Band.


	March 22, 1982
	New single “A Celebration/Trash, Trampoline, and the Party Girl” is released.


	August 8, 1982
	U2 begins recording War with Steve Lillywhite at Windmill Lane in Dublin.


	August 21, 1982
	Bono marries Alison Stewart at a ceremony in Raheny, Dublin. They honeymoon at Island Record boss Chris Blackwell’s property in Jamaica.


	December 1982
	One-month tour of Europe.


	December 15–16, 1982
	Video shoot for “New Year’s Day” in Salen, Sweden.


	January 1983
	New single “New Year’s Day” is released, peaking at number 10 in the UK.


	February 28, 1983
	War is released and reaches number 1 in the UK and number 12 in the US.


	March 1983
	New single “Two Hearts Beat as One” is released.


	April 1983
	Edge records on Jah Wobble’s album Snake Charmer.


	April 3, 1983
	U2 records video for “Two Hearts Beat as One” at Sacré Coeur in Paris.


	May 21, 1983
	U2 meets with reps from the Chicago Peace Museum and agrees to contribute materials.


	May 30, 1983
	U2 plays the U.S. Festival.


	June 5, 1983
	U2 plays Red Rocks Amphitheatre near Denver and films it for a future video release.


	July 12, 1983
	Edge marries Aislinn O’Sullivan in Enniskerry. They honeymoon in Sri Lanka.


	August 1983
	Irish Prime Minister Garrett Fitzgerald asks Bono to join the Select Government Action Committee on Unemployment.


	November 21, 1983
	U2 Live—Under a Blood Red Sky, produced by Jimmy Iovine, is released, peaking at number 2 in the UK and 28 in the US.


	November 22, 1983
	U2 plays their first show in Osaka, Japan.


	March 1984
	Adam is arrested in Dublin for dangerous and drunk driving.


	May 1984
	U2 Live at Red Rocks—Under a Blood Red Sky video is released.


	May 7, 1984
	U2 begins work on The Unforgettable Fire at Slane Castle with Brian Eno and Daniel Lanois.


	July 8, 1984
	Bono interviews Bob Dylan for Hot Press and joins him onstage at a Slane Castle concert.


	August 1984
	U2 films video for “Pride (In the Name of Love).”


	August 1, 1984
	U2 launches their own label, Mother Records.


	August 29, 1984
	U2 plays their first show in Christchurch, New Zealand.


	September 1, 1984
	U2 meets Greg Carroll and offers him a job.


	September 4, 1984
	U2 plays their first show in Sydney, Australia.


	October 1, 1984
	U2 releases its fourth studio album, The Unforgettable Fire, peaking at number 1 in the UK and 12 in the US.


	November 25, 1984
	Bono and Adam participate in the Band Aid recording of the charity single “Do They Know It’s Christmas?”


	March 14, 1985
	Rolling Stone puts U2 on its cover with the caption, “Our Choice: Band of the 80s.”


	May 1985
	U2 releases four-track EP Wide Awake in America, peaking at number 11 in the UK and 37 in the US.


	June 29, 1985
	U2 plays homecoming show at Croke Park, Dublin, for 57,000 fans.


	July 13, 1985
	U2 plays Live Aid at Wembley Stadium in London for estimated audience of 1.5 billion TV viewers.


	September 1985
	Bono and Ali fly to Ajibar, Ethiopia, to do relief work.


	October 1985
	Bono flies to New York to participate in Artists United against Apartheid project “Sun City.” Meets the Rolling Stones and records “Silver and Gold” with Ron Wood and Keith Richards.


	January 1986
	U2 begins work on The Joshua Tree in Danesmoate House in the south of Dublin with Eno and Lanois. Irish band Clannad releases “In a Lifetime” with Bono on vocals.


	April 1986
	Larry plays on Paul Brady’s album, Back to the Centre.


	May 17, 1986
	U2 headlines Self Aid benefit for the unemployed in Dublin.


	June 4, 1986
	Amnesty International’s Conspiracy of Hope tour opens in San Francisco.


	July 3, 1986
	Greg Carroll dies in a motorcycle accident in Dublin.


	July 10, 1986
	Bono, Ali, and Larry attend Greg’s funeral in New Zealand.


	July 1986
	Bono and Ali visit Nicaragua and El Salvador with Central American Mission Partners.


	September 1986
	Edge’s soundtrack, Captive, is released in the UK.


	December 14–16, 1986
	U2 spends three days in the California desert with Anton Corbijn shooting photos for the new album.


	March 4, 1987
	New single “With or Without You” is released, peaking at number 1 in the US and number 4 in the UK.


	March 9, 1987
	U2 releases The Joshua Tree, peaking at number 1 in both the UK and US.


	March 16, 1987
	U2 appears on The Late Show for a Dubliners’ tribute performing “Springhill Mining Disaster.”


	April 2, 1987
	The Joshua Tree tour opens in Tempe, Arizona.


	April 6, 1987
	U2 meets Frank Sinatra at the Golden Nugget in Las Vegas.


	April 27, 1987
	U2 appears on the cover of Time magazine with caption “U2: Rock’s Hottest Ticket.”


	May 1987
	New single “I Still Haven’t Found What I’m Looking For” is released, peaking at number 1 in the US and 6 in the UK.


	May 13, 1987
	The Joshua Tree is certified Multi-Platinum by RIAA.


	June 2, 1987
	U2 meets Roy Orbison at Wembley Arena in London.


	August 1987
	New single “Where The Streets Have No Name” is released, peaking at number 4 in the UK and 13 in the US.


	September 1987
	Director Phil Joanou is confirmed as director of upcoming film Rattle and Hum.


	September 26, 1987
	U2 visits Greater Calvary Baptist Church and meets New Voices of Freedom gospel choir. The event is captured on film by Joanou.


	October 12, 1987
	U2 appears on the Special Olympics charity album A Very Special Christmas covering “Christmas (Baby, Please Come Home).”


	November 8, 1987
	Joanou captures U2’s performance at McNichols Sports Arena in Denver on film.


	November 11, 1987
	U2 plays free outdoor “Save the Yuppies” concert at Herman Plaza in San Francisco.


	November 29, 1987
	U2 records “Angel of Harlem,” “When Love Comes to Town,” and others at Sun Studios in Memphis.


	December 20, 1987
	The Joshua Tree tour wraps up in Tempe, Arizona.


	March 2, 1988
	The Joshua Tree wins two Grammys: Album of the Year and Best Rock Duo or Group with Vocal


	May 1988
	Phil Joanou records the band performing “Desire” in Dublin.


	June 1988
	U2 moves to LA to finish work on the Rattle and Hum soundtrack.


	September 1988
	U2 appears on the Woody Guthrie/Leadbelly tribute album Folkways: A Vision Shared performing “Jesus Christ.”


	September 19, 1988
	New single “Desire” is released, peaking at number 1 in the UK and 3 in the US.


	October 10–11, 1988
	Rattle and Hum album is released, peaking at number 1 in the US, UK, Australia, and Canada among other countries.


	November 4, 1988
	Rattle and Hum film opens around the world.


	December 8, 1988
	New single “Angel of Harlem” is released, peaking at number 9 in the UK and 14 in the US.


	January 17, 1989
	Rattle and Hum is certified Multi-Platinum.


	February 1, 1989
	Roy Orbison’s Mystery Girl album is released containing Bono and Edge’s “She’s a Mystery to Me.”


	March 6, 1989
	Edge travels to Moscow to support Greenpeace benefit album.


	April 1989
	New single “When Love Comes to Town” is released, peaking at number 6 in the UK and 68 in the US.


	August 6, 1989
	Adam is charged with possession of marijuana.


	December 27–30, 1989
	U2 wraps up the decade with a series of shows at Point Depot in Dublin.


	January 17, 1990
	Bono inducts the Who into the Rock and Roll Hall of Fame.


	February 6, 1990
	A Clockwork Orange 2004 debuts in London with music by Bono and Edge.


	October 1990
	U2 covers Cole Porter’s “Night and Day” for the Red Hot and Blue compilation.


	October 3, 1990
	U2 travels to Berlin to begin work on Achtung Baby with Daniel Lanois.


	January 1991
	U2 returns to Dublin to finish work on the album.


	March 1991
	Edge and wife Aislinn separate.


	September 1991
	U2 shoots video for “The Fly” in Dublin and London.


	September 5, 1991
	Island Records sues SST Records and Negativland for their single “U2.”


	October 1991
	U2 shoots video for “Mysterious Ways” in Fez, Morocco.


	October 21–22, 1991
	New single “The Fly” is released, peaking at number 1 in the UK and 61 in the US.


	November 18–19, 1991
	Achtung Baby is released peaking at number 2 in the UK and 1 in the US.


	November 24–25, 1991
	New single “Mysterious Ways” is released, peaking at number 9 in the US and 13 in the UK.


	January 15, 1992
	Edge inducts the Yardbirds into the Rock and Roll Hall of Fame.


	February 29, 1992
	Zoo TV tour opens in Lakeland, Florida.


	March 1992
	New single “One” is released, peaking at number 7 in the UK and 10 in the US. U2 donates royalties to AIDS research.


	June 7–8, 1992
	New single “Even Better Than the Real Thing” is released, peaking at 12 in the UK and 32 in the US.


	June 20, 1992
	U2 participates in a Greenpeace protest at Sellafield nuclear plant.


	September 14, 1992
	U2 meets presidential candidate Bill Clinton at Chicago’s Ritz Carlton Hotel.


	December 1992
	Bono appears on the cover of British Vogue with Christy Turlington.


	January 20, 1993
	Larry and Adam attend the inauguration of President Bill Clinton.


	May 1, 1993
	Adam and Naomi Campbell announce their engagement.


	May 9, 1993
	Zooropa tour kicks off in Rotterdam.


	June 1993
	U2 releases “Numb” as a video single.


	June 2, 1993
	U2 and Island Records announce an extension the band’s current contract, making U2 the highest paid act in rock history.


	July 5–6, 1993
	U2 releases Zooropa, peaking at number 1 in the US and UK.


	July 17, 1993
	U2 begins including live feed broadcasts from Sarajevo into their shows.


	August 11, 1993
	Salman Rushdie joins U2 onstage at Wembley Stadium in London.


	September 1993
	New single “Lemon” appears in limited release.


	November 5, 1993
	Bono shoots video of “I’ve Got You Under My Skin” with Frank Sinatra in Palm Springs, California.


	November 22–23, 1993
	New single “Stay (Faraway, So Close)” is released, peaking at number 4 in the UK and US.


	November 26, 1993
	Adam goes on a drinking binge and misses a concert in Sydney, Australia. Bass technician Stuart Morgan fills in.


	December 10, 1993
	U2 plays last show of Zoo TV/Zooropa/ Zoomerang tours in Tokyo, Japan.


	January 19, 1994
	Bono inducts Bob Marley into Rock and Roll Hall of Fame.


	January 25, 1994
	In the Name of the Father soundtrack is released. Bono cowrote the title track and “You Made Me the Thief of Your Heart.”


	March 1, 1994
	Bono introduces Frank Sinatra at the Grammys. U2 picks up a Grammy for Best Alternative Album, Zooropa.


	May 25, 1994
	U2 earns the Ivor Novello Award for International Achievement.


	September 13, 1994
	Larry and Adam appear on Nanci Griffiths’ Flyer album, released on this day.


	January 1995
	Melon: Remixes for Propaganda is released to fan club members.


	June 5–6, 1995
	New single “Hold Me, Thrill Me, Kiss Me, Kill Me” is released, peaking at number 2 in the UK and 16 in the US.


	September 12, 1995
	Bono, Edge, and Brian Eno perform “Miss Sarajevo” and “One” at Luciano Pavarotti’s charity concert in Modena, Italy.


	September 26, 1995
	Bono’s version of “Hallelujah” appears on Tower of Song: The Songs of Leonard Cohen.


	November 6–7, 1995
	Original Soundtracks 1 by Passengers, a collaboration between Brian Eno and U2, is released.


	December 30, 1995
	Bono and Ali fly to Sarajevo for the New Year.


	May 11, 1996
	Bill Graham, the Irish rock journalist and old friend of U2, dies.


	May 14, 1996
	Mission Impossible soundtrack is released. Larry and Adam play on the title track.


	February 3–4, 1997
	New single “Discotheque” is released, peaking at number 1 in the UK and number 10 in the US.


	March 3–4, 1997
	Pop is released, debuting at number 1 in more than 30 countries.


	April 14–15, 1997
	New single “Staring at the Sun” is released, peaking at number 3 in the UK and 26 in the US.


	April 25, 1997
	U2 opens PopMart tour in Las Vegas.


	July 14–15, 1997
	New single “Last Night on Earth” is released, peaking at number 10 in the UK and 57 in the US.


	August 12, 1997
	U2 plays first show in Poland.


	September 9, 1997
	“I’m Not Your Baby,” U2’s collaboration with Sinead O’Connor on The End Of Violence soundtrack, is released.


	September 23, 1997
	U2 plays historic show in Sarajevo.


	September 30, 1997
	U2 plays first show in Israel.


	October 20–21, 1997
	New single “Please” is released, peaking at number 7 in the UK but failing to chart in the US.


	December 2, 1997
	U2’s security chief is seriously injured in Mexico City when President Ernesto Zedillo’s sons try to get into the concert without an invitation.


	December 12, 1997
	U2 plays its last U.S. PopMart show in Seattle.


	January 27, 1998
	U2 plays Rio de Janeiro, their first South American show.


	March 16–21, 1998
	U2 plays its first concerts in South Africa and wraps up its 11-month PopMart tour.


	May 19, 1998
	U2 performs in Belfast in support of the Yes campaign for the Irish Peace Agreement.


	September 29, 1998
	Bono sings on Kris Franklin’s “Lean on Me” from The Nu Nation Project.


	October 19–20, 1998
	A new version of “The Sweetest Thing” is released, peaking at number 3 in the UK and 63 in the US despite not having a commercial release.


	November 2–3, 1998
	U2 releases its first retrospective, U2 The Best of 1980–1990, peaking at number 1 in the UK and 2 in the US.


	February 16, 1999
	Bono helps launch Jubilee 2000 campaign.


	March 15, 1999
	Bono inducts Bruce Springsteen into the Rock and Roll Hall of Fame.


	September 14, 1999
	Bono’s collaboration with Wyclef Jean, “New Day,” is released.


	September 23, 1999
	Bono joins Bob Geldof and other members of Jubilee 2000 to visit Pope John Paul II in the Alban Hills outside of Rome.


	October 9, 1999
	Bono helps launch charity concert NetAid at Giants Stadium in New Jersey.


	February 9, 2000
	Bono attend the premiere in Berlin of his film, The Million Dollar Hotel.


	March 13–14, 2000
	The Million Dollar Hotel soundtrack is released.


	March 18, 2000
	U2 and Paul McGuinness receive the Freedom of Dublin.


	July 18, 2000
	U2.com opens.


	September 7, 2000
	Bono appears with Nigerian President Olusegun Obasanjo at the UN Millennium Summit to present a petition of more than 21 million signatures calling for debt relief.


	October 9–10, 2000
	U2 releases new single “Beautiful Day,” peaking at number 1 in the UK and 21 in the US despite not having a commercial release.


	October 30, 2000
	All That You Can’t Leave Behind is released, debuting at number 1 in 32 countries and number 3 in the US.


	January 29, 2001
	New single “Stuck in a Moment You Can’t Get Out Of ” is released in the UK, peaking at number 2.


	February 21, 2001
	U2 wins three Grammys: Best Rock Group, Song of the Year for “Beautiful Day,” Record of the Year for All That You Can’t Leave Behind.


	March 24, 2001
	U2 opens Elevation tour in Miami.


	July 20–21, 2001
	Bono attends G8 Summit in Genoa, Italy, with Bob Geldof.


	August 21, 2001
	Bono’s father, Bob Hewson, dies of cancer.


	October 10, 2001
	U2 opens third leg of Elevation tour in South Bend, Indiana.


	November 19, 2001
	Bono appears on “Joy” from Mick Jagger’s solo album Goddess in the Doorway.


	January 22, 2002
	U2 releases EP 7, sold only through Target department stores.


	January 31, 2002
	Bono attends World Economic Forum in New York.


	February 3, 2002
	U2 performs at the New Orleans Super Bowl halftime show.


	February 24, 2002
	Bono is on the cover of Time magazine under the caption “Can Bono Save the World?”


	February 27, 2002
	U2 wins four Grammys: Best Rock Album, Record of the Year for “Walk On,” Best Pop song for “Stuck in a Moment You Can’t Get Out Of,” Best Rock Song for “Elevation.”


	May 24, 2002
	Bono begins an African tour in Ghana with U.S. Treasury Secretary Paul O’Neill.


	June 17, 2002
	Edge and Morleigh marry in Dublin.


	October 21–22, 2002
	New single “Electrical Storm” is released, peaking at number 4 in the UK and 77 in the US, where there is no commercial release.


	November 4–5, 2002
	U2 releases The Best of 1990–2000.


	November 18, 2002
	Bono receives Humanitarian Laureate Award from the Simon Wiesenthal Center.


	December 1, 2002
	Bono opens The Heart of America tour organized by DATA on AIDS Day.


	December 17, 2002
	New song “The Hands That Built America” appears on the Gangs of New York soundtrack.


	January 19, 2003
	“The Hands That Built America” wins Golden Globe Award for Best Song.


	February 21, 2003
	Bono is honored as MusiCares 2003 Person of the Year.


	October 8, 2003
	Bono is one of the featured speakers at the 2003 Global Leadership and Humanitarian Action Awards.


	November 29, 2003
	Bono and Edge perform at the 46664 concert in Cape Town, South Africa, to raise funds to fight AIDS in Africa.


	January 17, 2004
	Bono is honored for his humanitarian efforts by the King Center in Atlanta.


	March 25, 2004
	Rolling Stone features U2 on its cover as one of its “immortals” of rock.


	April 18, 2004
	Time lists Bono as one its 100 most influential people.


	May 16, 2004
	Bono helps launch DATA’s ONE Campaign.


	November 22–23, 2004
	How to Dismantle an Atomic Bomb is released, debuting at number 1 in the UK and US.


	February 13, 2005
	U2 wins three Grammys: Best Video, Best Song, and Best Rock Performance for “Vertigo.”


	March 14, 2005
	Bruce Springsteen inducts U2 into the Rock and Roll Hall of Fame.


	March 26, 2005
	Vertigo tour opens in Los Angeles.


	July 2, 2005
	U2 opens Live 8 with Paul McCartney.


	December 10, 2005
	Amnesty International honors U2 with its 2005 Ambassadors of Conscience award.


	December 18, 2005
	Time names Bono and Bill and Melinda Gates as their Persons of the Year.


	January 25, 2006
	Bono attends World Economic Forum in Davos, Switzerland.


	February 8, 2006
	U2 wins five Grammys: Album of the Year, Song of the Year for “Sometimes You Can’t Make It on Your Own,” Best Rock Song for “City of Blinding Lights,” Best Rock Album, and Best Rock Group.


	February 12, 2006
	U2 opens fourth leg of Vertigo tour in Monterrey, Mexico.


	May 16, 2006
	Bono edits the Independent newspaper.


	June 16, 2006
	Edge unveils a sculpture in Dublin dedicated to Rory Gallagher.


	August 29, 2006
	Rogue’s Gallery is released with Bono’s version of “A Dying Sailor to His Shipmates.”


	September 22, 2006
	The book U2 by U2 is released.


	September 25, 2006
	U2 and Green Day perform a set before a Monday Night Football Game at the Superdome in New Orleans.


	November 6, 2006
	“The Saints Are Coming” is released.


	November 7, 2006
	Vertigo tour kicks off in Brisbane, Australia.


	January 1, 2007
	“Window in the Skies” is released.


	March 1, 2007
	Bono is honored by the NAACP in Los Angeles.


	March 29, 2007
	Bono receives honorary British knighthood in Dublin.


	May 20, 2007
	U2 3D is screened at Cannes.


	September 27, 2007
	Bono and DATA are honored with Liberty Medal in Philadelphia and he speaks out against torture.


	November 2007
	Remastered The Joshua Tree is released.


	June 2008
	U2’s first three albums—Boy, October, War—are re-released.


	August 2008
	Portions of the new album leak on the Internet.


	January 2009
	U2 performs at the We Are One concert held for the inauguration of newly elected President Barack Obama.


	February 16, 2009
	New single “Get on Your Boots” is released, peaking at number 12 in the UK and 40 in the US.


	February 27, 2009
	U2’s twelfth studio album, No Line on the Horizon, is released, peaking at number 1 in the UK and the US.


	March 2009
	Paul announces U2 360° stadium tour will begin in the fall of 2009.


	
	In an issue of Rolling Stone, Bono announces that a new album, Songs of Ascent, will be released in 2010.





CHAPTER ONE

Stories for Boys: Origins & Early Days (1976–1980)

In the middle of the 1970s, Dublin was suffering from the same malaise that was burning up London and New York. The Eagles and Peter Frampton were filling the airwaves with middle-of-the-road dirges more reminiscent of a Sunday hangover than a Saturday-night party. The underground was bubbling up and punk was about to break through, but Ireland was still a musical backwater. Everyone looked to London, which looked to New York or Berlin, for cues. The only significant musical offerings Dublin had made in the last twenty years were folk stars the Dubliners and heavy-metal warriors Thin Lizzy. Change was long overdue.

On the northern outskirts of Dublin, a group of teenagers that would later transform the world with the sheer force of their collective will and dedication to an original vision were lazily kicking around a schoolyard, searching for adventure. The four boys that would eventually form U2 were fifteen and sixteen in 1976. They were all enrolled in Mount Temple, a comprehensive school that accepted children from both Protestant and Catholic backgrounds. It was the first ever non-denominational school in Ireland and was a unique experiment for the time, part idealism and part pragmatism. Dublin’s rising middle-class was increasingly caring less for religious divisions and more about getting on in the world. The future members of U2 came from both denominations, and it’s unlikely they would have met anywhere else.

Adam Clayton was the oldest and most eccentric of the bunch. He played bass guitar, grew his hair into a blonde afro and wore an afghan coat. He was born in England on March 13, 1960 in the village of Chinnor outside of Oxford, where his father worked as a pilot for British Airways. The family had lived in Nairobi, Kenya, until 1965 before settling in Malahide, just outside of Dublin. Adam briefly attended St. Andrews Church of Ireland School and had a hard time fitting into the boarding school of St. Columba’s until his grades got so bad his parents pulled him out. While at school, he earned a reputation for being slightly off-center, but was always very polite to everyone. He’d bring a thermos into class and help himself to a cup of coffee during lessons, and was never too concerned about what others thought of him.

Paul Hewson was restless and looking for some excitement. Born May 10, 1960, he was a mischievous and rambunctious child who earned the family nickname “the antichrist”1 for all the disturbances he caused around the house. There was music in his home, and his father, Bob Hewson, was a huge opera fan. Paul took to playing chess and became quite good. He also learned some guitar, sang, and rebelled against the loneliness of his home life. His mother, Iris, had died from a brain hemorrhage when he was fourteen, and he was living with his dad and older brother, Norman. He missed her immensely and was searching for answers. He would eventually adopt the name Bono Vox, cockeyed Latin for “good voice,” and spend more and more time away from his home. He recalls:

My mother’s death just threw petrol on the fire. The big questions just built to a crescendo. I felt hopeless. I thought about suicide. I was thinking too hard about everything.2

He began discussing his problems with a teacher of religion at school and found comfort in her explanations. He started to pray and read the Bible, hooking up with what was to become known as the “Charismatic” movement that included Catholics and Protestants worshipping together throughout Ireland.

Dave Evans was always into gadgets. Together with his older brother, Dick, they built their own electric guitar after his mother had bought his first—a Spanish guitar—when he was only seven. Music was always a big thing around his home, with the Beatles being an early favorite. He was born August 8, 1961, to Welsh parents in Barking, England, just outside of London. In 1962 the family moved to Malahide in the north of Dublin after his father got a promotion at Plessey Engineering. Dave used to get teased for looking like Alfred E. Newman from MAD magazine with his freckles, big ears, and overbite. Bono eventually dubbed him “The Edge” for the shape of his head and because he was attracted to edges, both physical and mental, and preferred looking in on things from the outside.3 At Mount Temple, Edge bumped into Bono, who was a year older. He knew Bono played guitar, but thought he was better. Edge had met Adam when they were seven at St. Andrew’s school, but they didn’t get to know each other until they met years later at the fateful meeting in Larry Mullen Jr.’s kitchen.

Larry Mullen Jr. had been playing drums since he was nine. Born October 31, 1961, he was in the same year at Mount Temple as Edge, but was over a year younger than Bono and Adam. In 1975 he joined the prestigious Artane Boys Band, but quit after only three days over a disagreement about the length of his hair.4 He then joined the Post Office Workers’ Union Band and played all around Dublin and other parts of the country for the next two years. Larry didn’t have much interest in school. His father suggested he put up a notice at school to form a band. On September 25, 1976, the band that was to become U2 met in Larry’s kitchen in Artane. Larry recalls,

It was the Larry Mullen band for about ten minutes, so as not to hurt my feelings. It was also my kitchen. Then Bono came in and that was the end of that. He blew any chance I had of being in charge.5

Seven students answered the call, but two—Peter Martin and Ivan McCormick—were quickly dropped. Adam brought his bass (an Ibanez copy of a Gibson EB-3) and Dick and Dave brought along homemade guitars they had built themselves. The four
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