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  1 Lake Agnes


  


  Colorado State Forest, Fort Collins


  Type of trail: [image: image]


  Distance: 7 miles round-trip


  Terrain: A short trail but steep enough to provide a challenging uphill hike to the lake, and then a great downhill run back to the trailhead


  Trail difficulty: Intermediate


  Surface quality: Ungroomed, but often ski or snowshoe tracked


  Elevation: The trailhead is at 9,686 feet, and the hut is at 10,100 feet.


  Time: 3 to 5 hours


  Avalanche danger: Low, but some avalanche terrain is encountered.


  Snowmobiles: First 1 mile from trailhead. Snowmobiles head up the trail to American Lake after that. No snowmobiles are allowed on the trail to the yurts/cabin or to Lake Agnes.


  Other users: Snowboarders


  Food and facilities: Whether you’re planning on day touring only or staying over at the Nokhu Hut or Agnes Creek Cabin, it’s best to get all your groceries, gas, snacks, water, etc., before you leave the Fort Collins area. There are a lot of small roadside gas stations and a few cafes and motels along CO 14, but for the most part they are closed during the winter.


Fees and permits: Colorado State Park fee per vehicle or purchase a season pass (www.parks.state.co.us/ParksPasses/Pages/ParksPassInfo.aspx)


  How to get there: From Fort Collins take US 287 north to the junction of CO 14. Go west on CO 14 for approximately 60 miles to Cameron Pass. The trailhead to Lake Agnes is 2.5 miles west of Cameron Pass. The parking area is on the south side of CO 14.


  GPS: N40 29.66' / W105 54.77'


  The Trail

  


  The Nokhu Hut and Agnes Creek Cabin are operated by Never Summer Nordic, Inc. (www.neversummernordic.com); reservations for use of the hut and cabin are required in advance. For further information about availability, call (970) 723-4070. Rental costs are reasonable and cover the overnight stay for your entire group. Both the cabin and the hut are well stocked and about all you need to bring is bedding, food, and drinks. A wood-burning stove supplies heat. No dogs are allowed in the winter, as you have to use snowmelt for water.


  The Nokhu Hut, named after the Nokhu Crags to the east of the hut, can accommodate up to six people for an overnight stay. The name Nokhu is thought to be an abbreviation of the Arapaho word hohlonookee, meaning “eagle rock.” The cabin or hut is a great place to stay for a couple of nights to explore the area around Lake Agnes, American Lakes, and Thunder Pass.


  Located within the 70,000 acres of Colorado State Forest, the popular trail to Lake Agnes is short but is steep enough to rate as an intermediate trail. Not designed for the beginner, this trail represents a ready challenge to the experienced backcountry skier or snowshoer. Running through dense forests, the trail provides so many types of terrain that when you make it to the cabin/hut, you will be ready for a well-deserved rest before exploring the surrounding slopes.


  [image: Lake Agnes]


  [image: Throughout Colorado, exceptional views of wildlife abound. This bull moose was spotted near the Lake Agnes yurt. Never Summer Nordic]


  From the Lake Agnes trail-head, head southeast on the four-wheel-drive road, crossing over a creek and climbing and dropping over a series of steep grades through a thick canopy of trees. After another 0.5 mile you’ll encounter a sharp curve that veers to the south. You’ll then see a fork in the road. Head right into a clearing. Turn right, cross the creek, and climb the Lake Agnes Road. Pass the entrance for Crags Campground on the right after going 0.2 mile. Stay to the right. Look for a gate on the right marked NEVER SUMMER NORDIC. Guests receive the combination to the gate when they make a reservation.


  The road continues to climb steadily past the entrance to the Nokhu Hut and Agnes Creek Cabin. Farther down on the right, you will see an old cabin that has been closed since the early 1990s because of its age. Climb steeply up the valley for another 0.5 to 0.75 mile to reach Lake Agnes.


  Once you reach the lake, it’s a great open area with a lot of slopes to play on. The area is becoming popular with snowboarders, who trek in on shoes and then switch to boards once they reach the lake. The area around Lake Agnes is for day use only. Winter camping is not allowed. After an afternoon of exploring, it’s a fast trek or glide back down to the cabin/hut or all the way back down to the trailhead. Steep and slow ascents up the trail to the cabin can make for a wild ride back down the trail when it’s time to head home!


  Directions at a Glance

  


  ■The trailhead/gate to Lake Agnes is well marked with a parking area on the south side of CO 14.


  ■Go through the gate and ski or snowshoe approximately 0.75 mile to a meadow.


  ■Take the four-wheel-drive road out of the meadow to the southeast. Look for signs to Lake Agnes.


  ■Go 0.2 mile past Crags Campground. Continue and look for a gate to the right marked Never Summer Nordic about 1.7 miles from the trailhead.


  ■Farther on, the old Lake Agnes Cabin will be found south of the trail. This cabin is closed.


  ■Go 0.5 to 0.75 mile from the cabin to reach Lake Agnes. (Snow conditions can change the route and therefore the distance.)


  ■To return, follow the same route back to the trailhead.


  2 Zimmerman Lake


  


  Roosevelt National Forest, Fort Collins


  Type of trail: [image: image]


  Distance: 2.0 miles round-trip with a 1.75-mile optional loop around the lake


  Terrain: A short trail with a smooth and steady ascent to the lake and a fairly gentle grade back to the trailhead


  Trail difficulty: Novice to intermediate


  Surface quality: Ungroomed, but often ski or snowshoe tracked


  Elevation: The trail starts at 10,020 feet and ends at 10,495 feet.


  Time: 2 to 3 hours.


  Avalanche danger: Low, but the areas surrounding Montgomery Pass have avalanche hazards.


  Snowmobiles: None


  Other users: None


  Food and facilities: It’s best to get all your groceries, gas, snacks, water, etc., before you leave the Fort Collins area. There are a lot of small roadside gas stations and a few cafes and motels along CO 14, but for the most part they are closed during the winter. Once you get onto the Zimmerman Lake Trail, there are only restroom facilities.


  Fees and permits: None


  How to get there: From Fort Collins take US 287 north to the junction of CO 14. Go west on CO 14 for approximately 58 miles. About 2.25 miles before you reach the top of Cameron Pass, pull off at the Zimmerman Lake parking area on the east side of the road. Note that the Montgomery Pass trailhead is located across the highway at the lower end of this same parking lot.


  GPS: N40 32.344' / W105 52.955'


  The Trail

  


  Because of the steep slopes and rocky ridges of the Montgomery Pass and Cameron Pass areas, the early winter snows stick, and skiing or snowshoeing can start as early as November. The Zimmerman Lake Trail, which is popular with the locals, is a short excursion from the main road into a heavily forested area that follows an old logging road that was built to Zimmerman Lake in 1957. Offering a mostly smooth, steady ascent, it has only two steep sections, one right as the trail begins and the other soon afterward at about the 0.25-mile point. Resting at the foot of cliffs that form the northern border of the Neota Wilderness Area, Zimmerman Lake offers a peaceful, solitary setting unencumbered by the mechanized traffic created by snowmobiles.


  From the trailhead use the old road at the south end of the parking lot. Starting at an elevation of 10,020 feet, the trail heads southeast and climbs through a spruce/fir forest, twisting in a slight zigzag direction toward the northeast. A little after the halfway mark, the trail bends to the south for several hundred yards and then turns to the northeast again to round the northern edge of Zimmerman Lake.


  Option: Once you get to the lake, you may want to extend your trip by using the 1.75-mile-long Loop Trail, which goes around the lake. This loop intersects the Meadows Ski Trail near the dam on Zimmerman Lake, and the Loop Trail can be easily skied or trekked in either direction. When it’s time to head back to the car, just follow the same route you used coming in.


  [image: Zimmerman Lake]

  
  Directions at a Glance

  


  ■The trailhead to Zimmerman Lake begins at the parking lot.


  ■The trail crosses a meadow below the highway, turns left, and climbs across the hill.


  ■About 0.5 mile from the trailhead, the trail turns right up a small gully before leveling and turning to the left toward the lake.


  ■Return to the trailhead on the same route you used to come in.


  Optional route:


  ■If you want to extend your ski or snowshoe route, pick up the Loop Trail at Zimmerman Lake.


  ■The route can be traveled in either direction, but clockwise is best, and totals another 1.75 miles.


  ■Use the same route to ski or snowshoe back to the trailhead.


  3 Montgomery Pass


  


  Roosevelt National Forest, Fort Collins


  Type of trail: [image: image]


  Distance: 3.8 miles round-trip


  Terrain: Steep ascent to the top of the pass


  Trail difficulty: Advanced


  Surface quality: Ungroomed, but sometimes ski and snowshoe tracked


  Elevation: The trail starts at 10,009 feet and ends at 10,992 feet.


  Time: 3 to 4 hours


  Avalanche danger: Low to moderate on the trail to the top of the pass


  Snowmobiles: None


  Other users: None


  Food and facilities: It’s best to get all your groceries, gas, snacks, water, etc., before you leave the Fort Collins area. There are a lot of small roadside gas stations and a few cafes and motels along CO 14, but for the most part they are closed during the winter. Once you get to the pullout and parking area, there are only restroom facilities. Note that the Zimmerman Lake Trail is located at the upper end of this same parking lot.


  Fees and permits: None


  How to get there: From Fort Collins take US 287 north to the junction of CO 14. Go west on CO 14 for approximately 58 miles. About 2.25 miles before you reach the top of Cameron Pass, pull off at the Zimmerman Lake parking area on the east side of the road. Note that the Zimmerman Lake trailhead is located across the highway at the lower end of this same parking lot.


  GPS: N40 32.405' / W105 52.931'


  The Trail

  


  The trek on skis or snowshoes to the top of Montgomery Pass is one of the more challenging and advanced trails in this book. It features steep slopes, a narrow trail, and rocky ridge challenges that are typical of the challenges found throughout the area and along Cameron Pass. Having and knowing how to use a compass or compass/GPS unit is a big plus for staying on the trail. And, even though the winds may be calm at the trailhead, be prepared for wind up on top of the pass.


  While the Zimmerman Lake Trail and the Montgomery Pass Trail basically begin in the same parking lot / pullout area, the Montgomery Pass Trail is an advanced, challenging, steep ascent that will reward the Nordic skier and snowshoer with some breathtaking panoramic views. Once on top, the views are spectacular of North Park to the west, the Medicine Bow Range to the north, and the northern side of Rocky Mountain National Park to the south.


  The trail begins across the road from the parking lot and is tree-marked with a US Forest Service (USFS) blue-diamond hiker sign. Enter into the trees along the trail and begin a steep ascent in a north/northwest direction when the trail cuts back to the left. For the next 1.2 to 1.4 miles, you may have to do a lot of side-stepping and herringbone-type climbing and maneuvers through a mix of Douglas fir and spruce trees. At approximately 1.5 miles up the hillside, you’ll enter a small clearing—a good place to catch your breath and realize that you are almost to the top.


  [image: Montgomery Pass]

  
  [image: Yurts in the Colorado backcountry feature plenty of modern conveniences. Just bring your own food supplies and sleeping bags. Never Summer Nordic]

  
  Continue west on the trail into the trees, and look for another USFS blue-diamond trail marker on a tree. You’ll soon make a short descent, cross a small drainage, and then ascend into a large treeless area, heading northwest to the top of the pass. At the top you’ll see a wooden sign letting you know you have arrived at the top of Montgomery Pass. Get lots of pictures and enjoy the stunning views in virtually all directions—you’ve earned it!


  There are many open areas in and around the treeless slopes on the Diamond Peaks that are located to the southwest of the pass, approximately 1.5 miles from the top. For many this is a premier bowl area for skiing; however, be advised that there may be a considerable avalanche danger on any of the open and treeless slopes.


  To return to the trailhead, follow the same route back down off the mountainside. Be careful, aware, and considerate when skiing downhill with slower ski/shoe traffic coming uphill on the trail.


  Directions at a Glance

  


  ■The trailhead to Montgomery Pass begins at the parking lot for the Zimmerman Lake Trail.


  ■Cross CO 14 and look for the USFS trail sign/diamond. Enter the trees on the trail and plan for a steep 1.5-mile ascent to a small clearing.


  ■Stay on the marked trail to the west of the clearing, and continue to the top of Montgomery Pass.


  ■Return to the trailhead on the same route you used to come in on, and as you descend, watch for slower ski/shoers coming up the trail.


  


  4 Bear Lake


  

  Rocky Mountain National Park, Estes Park


  Type of trail: [image: image]


  Distance: 0.75-mile loop around Bear Lake with optional 3.6-mile round-trip to Nymph, Dream, and Emerald Lakes


  Terrain: The loop around Bear Lake is flat and gentle. The trail to Nymph, Dream, and Emerald Lakes provides steady but gentle ascents.


  Trail difficulty: Novice to intermediate


  Surface quality: Ungroomed, but often ski or snowshoe tracked


  Elevation: The trail starts at 9,475 feet and ends at 10,300 feet.


  Time: 30 minutes to 1 hour for Bear Lake loop; 3 to 4 hours round-trip to Emerald Lake


  Avalanche danger: Low


  Snowmobiles: None


  Other users: None


  Food and facilities: Although Rocky Mountain National Park is a popular winter destination, few facilities are open in the park during the cross-country skiing and snowshoeing season. There are restroom facilities at the Bear Lake area and the park’s visitor center, but the closest food and overnight accommodations will be found in Estes Park, which has plenty of grocery and convenience stores, gas stations, and places to get lunches and snacks before heading into the park.


  Contact: For Rocky Mountain National Park information, visit www.nps.gov/romo or call (970) 586-1206. The Estes Park Chamber and Visitor Information Center can provide skiers and snowshoers with brochures and referrals on lodging and restaurants. Call toll-free, (800) 44-ESTES (37837), or visit their website at www.estesparkcvb.com.


  Fees and permits: Entrance/use fee is per vehicle, and the permit is good for 7 days.


  How to get there: From Boulder head north and then northwest on US 36 approximately 31 miles to Estes Park. Drive through the town and follow US 36 signs to the entrance of Rocky Mountain National Park at the Beaver Meadows entrance station. Pay your vehicle use fee there. After entering the park, stay on the main park road for 0.25 mile, then turn left onto Bear Lake Road. Another 9 miles will bring you to the parking area east of Bear Lake.


  GPS:! N40 18.71' / W105 38.60'


  The Trail

  

  Established by Congress in 1915, Rocky Mountain National Park is 265,727 acres of spectacular mountain scenery, including one of the most famous Colorado fourteeners—Longs Peak at 14,255 feet. In the park you might see elk, deer, and an occasional moose. During the winter months, great horned owls and Steller’s jays make the park their home. Located on the east side of the Continental Divide, the park is a convenient distance for winter enthusiasts from Denver and the Front Range. Snowmobile traffic is not permitted on the cross-country and snowshoe trails described here.


  From the parking area near Bear Lake, head north across the road and look for the well-marked trailhead. The quickest and easiest route is a short trail up to and around Bear Lake. The route to Bear Lake is short, with only a moderate and steady climb. Taking less than an hour and covering just over 0.75 mile, it’s perfect if you are a novice skier or snowshoer, or if you have the kids with you. On weekends this area is pretty crowded, but if you come on a weekday, you can enjoy much more solitude.


  [image: Bear Lake]

  
  Option: A short distance after starting up to Bear Lake, a trail cuts off to the left that will take you 0.5 mile to Nymph Lake. Gaining 225 feet in elevation, the trail is also rated as easy. Soon after leaving the Bear Lake Trail, it forks. Take the right—or west—route, which soon winds around to the southwest and leads you to the small lake.


  The trail that goes on from Nymph Lake to Dream and Emerald Lakes is rated as moderately difficult and climbs another 300 feet in elevation. From the west shore of Nymph Lake, head north on a switchback that will take you finally to the west. Keep on the right side of the gully, climbing steadily for 0.5 mile to Dream Lake.


  If the pristine views aren’t enough of a reason to venture forth, then take your fishing pole and hand-powered ice auger. You are likely to be the only angler, but ice fishing at Dream Lake can reap cutthroat, rainbow, and brown trout. Fishing is not allowed at Bear Lake. Check with the park ranger for limits and regulations.


  If Dream Lake is frozen solid, you can ski or snowshoe across, but always beware that lake crossings are inherently dangerous. If the ice is too thin over the lake, head up the left side of the valley above the lake for several hundred yards. When the terrain levels, cross to the right side of the valley through the trees and continue on a little more than 0.5 mile to Emerald Lake at 10,080 feet. The trail continues past the lake’s edge to an elevation of about 10,300 feet.


  Directions at a Glance

  

  ■The trailhead for Bear Lake is located at the parking area and is well signed.


  ■Follow the signs up 0.25 mile and take the trail around the lake. It’s only a 0.75-mile loop around Bear Lake, which brings you back to the trailhead.


  Optional route:


  ■Follow the trail from the parking lot toward Bear Lake. Less than 0.13 mile from the trailhead, take the route that will direct you to Nymph, Dream, and Emerald Lakes.


  ■The route to Nymph Lake is approximately 0.5 mile and is rated as easy.


  ■From Nymph Lake the trail to Dream Lake and Emerald Lake is rated as intermediate.


  ■The trail from Nymph Lake to Dream Lake covers approximately 0.5 mile and climbs steadily, gaining about 300 feet in elevation.


  ■The trail from Dream Lake to Emerald Lake is well signed and covers another 0.5 mile, with a steady climb just past the lake to around 10,300 feet.


  ■To return to the trailhead, enjoy a gentle glide or trek back along the same route.


  5 Bear Lake to Moraine Park via Fern Lake


  

  Rocky Mountain National Park, Estes Park


  Type of trail: [image: image]


  Distance: 10-mile one-way shuttle to Moraine Park (shuttle vehicle required for return trip) with optional 10-mile out and back to Fern Lake


  Terrain: Challenging climbs and descents all along the route


  Trail difficulty: Advanced


  Surface quality: The first 2 miles are ungroomed but often ski or snowshoe tracked. The rest of the trail contains ungroomed backcountry conditions.


  Elevation: The Bear Lake trailhead is at 9,475 feet, Fern Lake is at 9,530 feet, and the Moraine Park Trail ends at 8,200 feet.


  Time: 2 days


  Avalanche danger: Low to moderate. Avalanche chutes exist along the way, and extreme caution should always be taken.


  Snowmobiles: None


  Other users: None


  Food and facilities: Although Rocky Mountain National Park is a popular winter destination, few facilities are open in the park during the cross-country skiing and snowshoeing season. There are restroom facilities at the Bear Lake area and the park’s visitor center, but the closest food and overnight accommodations will be found in Estes Park, which has plenty of grocery and convenience stores, gas stations, and places to get lunches and snacks before heading into the park.


  Contact: For Rocky Mountain National Park information, visit www.nps.gov/romo or call (970) 586-1206. The Estes Park Chamber and Visitor Information Center can provide brochures and referrals on lodging and restaurants. Call toll-free, (800) 44-ESTES (37837), or visit www.estesparkcvb.com.


  Fees and permits: Entrance/use fee is per vehicle, and the permit is good for 7 days. You can also purchase a season pass at rockymountainnationalparkco.com/fees-pricing-passes-rocky-mountain-national-park/.


  How to get there: From Boulder head north and then northwest on US 36 approximately 31 miles to Estes Park. Drive through the town and follow US 36 signs to the entrance of Rocky Mountain National Park at the Beaver Meadows entrance station. Pay your vehicle use fee there. After entering the park, stay on
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  APPENDIX


  USDA Forest Service Office


  Rocky Mountain Regional Office


  Rocky Mountain Region


  740 Simms St.


  Golden, CO 80401


  (303) 275-5350


  Arapaho and Roosevelt National Forests and Pawnee National Grassland


  Supervisor’s Office


  2150 Centre Ave., Building E


  Fort Collins, CO 80526


  (970) 295-6600


  www.fs.fed.us/r2/arnf


  Boulder Ranger District


  2140 Yarmouth Ave.


  Boulder, CO 80301


  (303) 541-2500


  Canyon Lakes Ranger District


  2150 Center Ave., Building E


  Fort Collins, CO 80526


  (970) 295-6700


  Clear Creek Ranger District


  101 CO 103


  PO Box 3307


  Idaho Springs, CO 80452


  (303) 567-3000


  Sulphur Ranger District


  9 Ten Mile Dr.


  PO Box 10


  Granby, CO 80446


  (970) 887-4100


  Grand Mesa, Uncompahgre, and Gunnison National Forests


  Supervisor’s Office


  2250 US 50


  Delta, CO 81416


  (970) 874-6600


  www.fs.fed.us/r2/gmug


  Grand Valley Ranger District


  2777 Crossroads Blvd., Ste. 1


  Grand Junction, CO 81506


  (970) 242-8211


  Gunnison Ranger District


  216 N. Colorado St.


  Gunnison, CO 81230


  (970) 641-0471


  Norwood Ranger District


  1150 Forest St.


  PO Box 388


  Norwood, CO 81423


  (970) 327-4261


  Medicine Bow–Routt National Forest


  Supervisor’s Office


  2468 Jackson St.


  Laramie, WY 82070


  (307) 745-2300


  www.fs.usda.gov/main/mbr/home


  Hahns Peak–Bears Ears Ranger District


  925 Weiss Dr.


  Steamboat Springs, CO 80487


  (970) 870-2299


  Yampa Ranger District


  300 Roselawn St.


  PO Box 7


  Yampa, CO 80483


  (970) 638-4516


  Pike and San Isabel National Forests


  Supervisor’s Office


  2840 Kachina Dr.


  Pueblo, CO 81008


  (719) 553-1400


  www.fs.fed.us/r2/psicc


  Leadville Ranger District


  810 Front St.


  Leadville, CO 80461


  (719) 486-0749


  Salida Ranger District


  325 W. Rainbow Blvd.


  Salida, CO 81201


  (719) 539-3591


  South Park Ranger District


  320 US 285


  PO Box 219


  Fairplay, CO 80440


  (719) 836-2031


  [image: Before heading out for a day of back-country skiing, make sure that your skis are tuned, properly waxed, and safety checked. A quick visit to the ski kiosk or Nordic center will help ensure that all your gear is in proper working order. Kathy Mattoon]

  
  San Juan National Forest


  Supervisor’s Office


  15 Burnett Ct.


  Durango, CO 81301


  (970) 247-4874


  www.fs.fed.us/r2/sanjuan


  Columbine West Ranger District


  367 Pearl St.


  Bayfield, CO 81122


  (970) 884-2512


  Pagosa Ranger District


  180 Second St.


  PO Box 310


  Pagosa Springs, CO 81147


  (970) 264-2268


  White River National Forest


  Supervisor’s Office


  900 Grand Ave.


  PO Box 948


  Glenwood Springs, CO 81602


  (970) 945-2521


  www.fs.fed.us/r2/whiteriver


  Aspen Ranger District


  806 W. Hallam St.


  Aspen, CO 81611


  (970) 925-3445


  Dillon Ranger District


  680 River Parkway


  PO Box 620


  Silverthorne, CO 80498


  (970) 468-5400


  Holy Cross Ranger District


  24747 US 24


  PO Box 190


  Minturn, CO 81645


  (970) 827-5715


  Avalanche Information


  Colorado Avalanche Information Center


  325 Broadway Ave., WS1


  Boulder, CO 80305


  (303) 499-9650


  www.colorado.gov/avalanche


  Avalanche.org


  http://avalanche.org


  Crested Butte Avalanche Center


  PO Box 1061


  Crested Butte, CO 81224


  www.cbavalanchecenter.org


  Hut Reservations


  Colorado Mountain Club–Boulder Chapter


  633 S. Broadway St.


  Boulder, CO 80305


  (303) 554-7688, (303) 441-2436


  www.cmcboulder.org


  Accepts reservations for the CMC cabin at Brainard Lake


  Grand Huts Association


  PO Box 1046


  Fraser, CO 80442


  (970) 726-9877


  www.grandhuts.org


  Never Summer Nordic, Inc.


  247 CR 41


  Walden, CO 80480


  (970) 723-4070


  www.neversummernordic.com


  Accepts reservations for all the Never Summer Nordic Huts


  San Juan Hut System


  707 N. Cora St.


  Ridgeway, CO 81432


  (970) 626-3033


  www.sanjuanhuts.com


  Accepts reservations for all the San Juan Huts


  San Juan Snow Treks Ski Hut System


  c/o San Juan Sports


  111 Main St.


  Creede, CO 81130


  (719) 658-2359, (888) 658-0851


  www.sanjuansnowtreks.com


  Accepts reservations for the hut system near Creede


  Tennessee Pass Cookhouse


  (719) 486-1750, (719) 486-8114


  www.tennesseepass.com


  10th Mountain Division Hut Association


  1280 Ute Ave., Ste. 21


  Aspen, CO 81611


  (970) 925-5775


  www.huts.org


  Accepts reservations for all of the 10th Mountain Division Huts, Summit County Huts, Alfred Braun Huts, and the Friends Hut


  Guide Services


  Aspen Alpine Guides, Inc.


  210 S. Galena St.


  Aspen, CO 81611


  (970) 925-6618


  www.aspenalpine.com


  Boulder Outdoor Center


  2525 Arapahoe Ave., Ste. E4-228


  Boulder, CO 80302


  (303) 444-8420


  http://boc123.com


  Crested Butte Mountain Guides


  PO Box 1718


  Crested Butte, CO 81224


  (970) 349-5430


  www.crestedbutteguides.com


  Paragon Guides


  PO Box 130


  Vail, CO 81658


  (970) 926-5299, (877) 926-5299


  www.paragonguides.com


  Peak Mountain Guides


  280 Seventh Ave.


  Ouray, CO 81427


  (970) 318-1011


  www.peakmountainguides.com


  Southwest Adventures


  PO Box 3242


  Durango, CO 81302


  (970) 259-0370, (800) 642-5389


  www.mtnguide.net


  Chambers of Commerce


  Aspen Resort Chamber Association


  425 Rio Grand Place


  Aspen, CO 81611


  (970) 925-1940


  www.aspenchamber.org


  Boulder Convention & Visitors Bureau


  2440 Pearl St.


  Boulder, CO 80302


  (303) 442-2911


  www.bouldercoloradousa.com


  Breckenridge Resort Chamber


  111 Ski Hill Rd.


  Breckenridge, CO 80424


  (970) 453-6018, (877) 234-3989


  www.gobrek.com


  Crested Butte Chamber of Commerce


  601 Elk Ave.


  Crested Butte, CO 81224


  (970) 349-6438


  www.crestedbuttechamber.com


  Estes Park Chamber Resort Association


  500 Big Thompson Ave.


  Estes Park, CO 8051


  (800) 44-ESTES (37837)


  www.estesparkresort.com


  Fort Collins Chamber of Commerce


  (970) 482-3746


  www.fcchamber.org


  Glenwood Springs Chamber Resort Association


  (970) 945-6589


  www.glenwoodchamber.com


  Granby Area Chamber of Commerce


  (970) 887-2311


  www.granbychamber.com


  Grand Junction Chamber of Commerce


  (970) 242-3214


  www.gjchamber.org


  Gunnison Country Chamber of Commerce


  (970) 641-1501


  www.gunnison-co.com


  Idaho Springs Chamber of Commerce


  (303) 567-4382


  www.idahospringschambercommerce.com


  Leadville and Lake County Chamber of Commerce


  (719) 486-3900


  www.leadvilleusa.com


  Nederland Area Chamber of Commerce


  (303) 258-3936


  www.nederlandchamber.org


  Ouray Resort Chamber Association


  (800) 228-1876


  www.ouraycolorado.com


  Ridgway Area Chamber of Commerce


  (970) 626-5181, (800) 220-4959


  www.ridgewaycolorado.com


  Salida Chamber of Commerce


  (719) 539-2068, (877) 772-543


  www.salidachamber.org


  South Park Chamber of Commerce


  (719) 836-3410


  www.southparkchamber.com


  Steamboat Springs Chamber Resort Association


  (877) 754-2269


  www.steamboat-chamber.com


  Summit County Chamber of Commerce


  (970) 668-2051


  www.summitchamber.org


  Telluride Visitor Services


  (888) 605-2578


  www.visittelluride.com


  Vail Valley Chamber of Commerce


  (970) 476-1000


  www.visitvailvalley.com


  Winter Park–Frasier Valley Chamber of Commerce


  (970) 726-4221


  www.playwinterpark.com


  Nordic Centers


  Ashcroft Ski Touring Center


  312H AABC


  Aspen, CO 80611


  (970) 925-1044


  www.pinecreekcookhouse.com


  35 km of groomed trails


  Aspen/Snowmass Nordic Trail System


  PO Box 10815


  Aspen, CO 81612


  (970) 429-2039


  www.conciergeguide.com


  60 km of groomed trails


  Beaver Creek Nordic Center


  Vail Resort


  Vail, CO 81658


  (800) 226-0355


  www.beavercreek.com


  32 km of groomed trails


  Beaver Meadows Resort Ranch


  100 Marmot Dr., Unit 1


  Red Feather Lakes, CO 80545


  (970) 884-2450


  www.beavermeadows.com


  40 km of groomed trails


  Breckenridge Nordic Center


  1200 Ski Hill Rd.


  Breckenridge, CO 80424


  (970) 453-6855


  www.breckenridgenordic.com


  30 km of groomed cross-country trails; 20 km of groomed snowshoe trails


  [image: Cross-country ski technology has changed radically over the last decade, making it much easier for everyone, of all abilities, to get the right equipment and enjoy the great backcountry adventures found in Colorado. Kathy Mattoon]

  
  Crested Butte Nordic Center


  620 Second St.


  Crested Butte, CO 81224


  (970) 349-1707


  www.cbnordic.org


  25 to 40 km of groomed track


  Devil’s Thumb Ranch Resort & Spa


  3530 CR 83


  Tabernash, CO 80478


  (970) 726-5632


  www.devilsthumbranch.com


  105 km of groomed trails


  Durango Mountain Resort


  1 Skier Place


  Durango, CO 81301


  (970) 385-2100


  www.durangomountainresort.com


  16 km of groomed trails


  Eldora Mountain Resort


  2861 Ski Rd., #140


  Nederland, CO 80466


  (303) 440-8700


  www.eldora.com


  45 km of groomed track


  Frisco Nordic Center


  616 Recreation Way


  Frisco, CO 80443


  (970) 668-0866


  www.frisconordic.com


  43 km of groomed trails


  Grand Lake Nordic Center


  P1415 CR 48


  Grand Lake, CO 80447


  (970) 627-8008


  www.grandlakecolorado.com/touringcenter


  35 km of groomed trails


  Grand Mesa Nordic Council


  PO Box 1868


  Paonia, CO 81428


  (970) 434-9753


  www.gmnc.org


  Howellson Hill Ski Area


  Steamboat Springs, CO 80477


  (800) 969-7159


  www.allsteamboat.com/ski_resorts/howelsen_hill.php


  15 km of groomed trails


  Keystone Nordic Center


  155 River Golf Course Dr.


  Keystone, CO 80435


  (970) 496-4500, (800) 328-1323


  www.keystoneresort.com


  16 km of groomed trails; 57 km of ungroomed trails


  Latigo Cross Country Ski Ranch


  Kremmling, CO 80459


  (970) 724-9008, (800) 227-9655


  www.latigotrails.com


  65 km of groomed trails


  Leadville Nordic Club


  PO Box 823


  Leadville, CO 80461


  www.leadvillenordic.org


  Pagosa Springs Nordic Ski Trails


  PO Box 5261


  Pagosa Springs, CO 81147


  (970) 946-7225


  www.pagosanordic.com


  Ski Granby Ranch


  1000 Village Rd.


  Granby, CO 80446


  (888) 850-4615


  www.granbyranch.com


  40 km of groomed trails


  Snow Mountain Ranch YMCA of the Rockies


  1101 CR 53


  Granby, CO 80446


  (800) 777-9622


  www.ymcarockies.org


  100 km of groomed trails


  Steamboat Springs Ski Touring Center


  PO Box 775401


  Steamboat Springs, CO 80477


  (970) 879-8180


  www.steamboatnordiccenter.com


  30 km of groomed track


  Sunlight Mountain Resort


  10901 CR 117


  Glenwood Springs, CO 81601


  (970) 945-7491, (800) 445-7931


  www.sunlightmtn.com


  29 km of groomed trails


  Telluride Nordic Center


  565 Mountain Village Blvd.


  Telluride, CO 81435


  (970) 728-3041, (888) 605-2578


  www.visittelluride.com


  30 km of groomed trails


  Tennessee Pass


  1520 Mt. Elbert Dr.


  Leadville, CO 80461


  Nordic Center: (719) 486-1750


  Cookhouse and sleep yurts: (719) 486-8114


  www.tennesseepass.com


  24 km of groomed trails


  Ute Meadows Inn and Nordic Center


  2880 CR 3


  Marble, CO 81623


  (970) 963-5513


  www.utemeadows.com


  15 km of groomed trails


  Vail Nordic Center


  1778 Vail Valley Dr.


  Vail, CO 81657


  (970) 476-8366


  www.vailnordiccenter.com


  17 km of cross-country trails; 10 km of snowshoe trails


  Vista Verde Guest and Ski Ranch


  PO Box 770465


  Steamboat Springs, CO 80477


  (970) 879-3858, (800) 526-7433


  www.vistaverde.com


  30 km of groomed trails


  Resources


  Boulder Nordic Club


  www.bouldernordic.org


  Colorado Cross Country Ski Association


  www.coloradocrosscountry.com


  Colorado Ski Country USA


  1444 Wazee St., Ste. 320


  Denver, CO 80202


  (303) 837-0793


  www.coloradoski.com


  Cross Country Ski Areas Association


  259 Bolton Rd.


  Winchester, NH 03470


  (603) 239-4341, (877) 779-2754


  www.xcski.org


  Cross Country Ski Colorado


  www.crosscountryskicolorado.com


  Denver Nordic Ski Association


  www.skidenver.org


  Gunnison Nordic Club


  www.gunnisonnordic.org


  Rocky Mountain National Park


  1000 US 36


  Estes Park, CO 80517


  (970) 586-1206


  www.nps.gov/romo


  [image: When trying out a new sport, like cross-country or skate skiing, “test drive” all the equipment before making a purchase. Rental shops have all the latest gear, and it’s a matter of finding and then trying what brands work best for you. Kathy Mattoon]


  ABOUT THE AUTHORS


  Andy Lightbody is a lifelong outdoorsman and sportsman, and an avid downhill and cross-country skier. Traveling all around Colorado, he has skied almost all the trails described in Winter Trails Colorado. Lightbody is a devoted angler, hunter, and conservationist and a frequent writer/contributor to many outdoor publications and Internet sites.
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  Kathy Mattoon moved from Oklahoma to the high mountains of Colorado and embraced all that this state has to offer those who love the out of doors. She treks with shoes and enjoys photography and video opportunities as well as fishing and hunting.
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Crosscountry ski technology has
changed radically over the last
decade, making it much easier for
everyone, of all abilities, to get the
right equipment and enjoy the great
backcountry adventures found in
Colorado. Kathy Mattoon
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Unlike downhill skiing, cross-country and skate ski areas are often wide open and offer miles of solitude and
quiet. Even better, skiers and shoers can set their own leisurely pace. Devif's Thumb Ranch Resort & Spa





OEBPS/Images/bck_fig_004.jpg





OEBPS/Images/bck_fig_005.jpg





OEBPS/Images/chpt_fig_001.png





OEBPS/Images/chpt_fig_010.jpg
Yurts in the Colorado
backcountry feature
plenty of modern conve-
niences. Just bring your
own food supplies and
sleeping bags. Never
Summer Nordic
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When trying out a new sport, like cross-country or skate skiing, “test drive” all the equipment before making a
purchase. Rental shops have all the latest gear, and it's a matter of finding and then trying what brands work best
for you. Kathy Mattoon
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Throughout Colorado, exceptional views of wildiife abound. This bull
moose was spotted near the Lake Agnes yurt. Never Summer Nordic





