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Introduction
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The mighty rhinoceros is one of the most fascinating animals in the world. Its huge size, armoured body and pointed horns make rhinos a beloved animal of kids and adults of all ages, yet its future is at risk. In this book, you’ll learn more about the rhino’s daily life, species, conservation and more. At the end, you can test yourself in our rhino quiz. 

Are you ready? Rhi-no you are, so let’s go! 
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Rhinos: The Basics (where they live, history etc.)
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Rhinoceroses, or rhinos, have been roaming the earth for around 50 million years. Over the years, rhinos have taken on many different forms—some with and some without horns. Nowadays, we have five species of rhino, all with horns.

• • •
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The extinct woolly rhinoceros lived across Europe, North Africa and Asia around 5.3 million to 11,700 years ago. It was huge with two horns and a very woolly coat.
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Rhinoceroses belong to the family Rhinocerotidae, and within this family, there are five species of rhinos, which we will look at later in the book.
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Today, all wild rhinos live in Africa or Asia. However, they also used to live in Europe and North America. In fact, rhinos were the most common large herbivores in North America until around five million years ago when climate change wiped them out.
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Rhinos are odd-toed ungulates, which means they are four-legged mammals with an odd number of toes. This puts them in the same category as horses, zebras and tapirs.
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Indian Rhinoceros 
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Rhinos are part of a group of animals called megafauna. Zoologists use this word to talk about animals that are the largest in their ecosystem, and usually don’t have many predators. Other megafauna include elephants, hippopotamuses and large bison. 

• • •
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African rhinos mostly live in savannahs and shrubby areas, while Asian rhinos live in rainforests in tropical areas. The one thing they have in common though is that they can always be found near a good source of mud! 
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A crash of white rhinos.
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The word rhinoceros comes from two Greek words: rhino, meaning nose and ceros meaning horn.
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Male rhinos are called bulls and females are called cows. Young rhinos are called calves.
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A group of rhinos is called a herd or a crash.

• • •
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The plural of rhinoceros can be either rhinoceroses, rhinoceros, or rhinoceri —take your pick!
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Rhinos live long lives—usually around 45-50 years in the wild. In captivity, they may live even longer.
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The world’s oldest Sumatran rhino, Bina, lives at the Sumatran Rhino Sanctuary. She is 42 years old and very shy.
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Species
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There are five species of rhinoceroses—two live in Africa and the other three live in Asia. Let’s take a closer look at the differences. Afterwards, see if you can identify all the different species in the photos in this book.
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Image: Encylopedia Britannica
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White Rhinoceros
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(Ceratotherium simum)

The white rhino is the largest species of rhino. They are the most social species and they live in crashes or herds of up to 14 other rhinos, usually mostly female with a dominant male.

There are two subspecies—the southern white rhino and the northern white rhino. While there are still plenty of southern white rhinos living in the wild, sadly, the northern white rhino is critically endangered and may even be extinct in the wild. There are only two female northern white rhinos in captivity, Fatu and Najin—who live in Kenya. The last known male northern white rhino in captivity died in 2018.
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Southern white rhino

White rhinoceroses live in grassland and savannahs in sub-Saharan Africa. Around 98% of white rhinos live in South Africa, Namibia, Zimbabwe, Kenya and Uganda. Like all rhinos, white rhinos love water and mud and you’ll often see them cooling down in a large mud hole. 

––––––––
[image: ]


[image: image]

Northern white rhino. Credit: Prosthetic Head @ Wikipedia

Despite what their name suggests, white rhinos aren’t actually white! Its name is believed to be a mistranslation from the Dutch word “wijd”, meaning “wide” in English, as the first explorers named the species after its huge, wide mouth. Their wide mouths make it easy for them to get close to the ground and eat grass.

It’s not just their mouths that are huge, though. White rhinos are incredibly heavy—and only just lighter than the largest land mammals in the world, the elephant. Male white rhinos weigh around 2,300 kg (5,070 lb) while the females have an average weight of 1,700 kg (3,750 lb)—that’s heavier than a car! If you look carefully you’ll also see a hump on the back of their necks, which other species don’t have. 
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Black Rhino
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(Diceros bicornis)

Black rhinos are native to eastern and southern Africa, living in countries such as Angola, Botswana, Kenya and South Africa. 
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Despite its name, the black rhino is not black—its colour varies from brown to grey. The name was chosen simply to distinguish it from the white rhino, the only other rhino species living in Africa. You can tell the two rhinos apart by the shape of their lips—the black rhino has a pointed, or hooked, lip, while the white rhino has a much wider lip. This is why the black rhino is often called the hook-lipped rhino. 

[image: image]

There are eight subspecies of black rhino, three of which are sadly already extinct and one which is very close to extinction—the Chobe black rhinoceros. The only subspecies not to be critically endangered is the southwestern black rhinoceros.

Black rhinos are smaller than white rhinos and have two horns. The black rhino’s hooked lip helps it to grab leaves and twigs off of trees, its preferred food.
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