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For the silent voices of ancestry, who carry us further than we know.
	[image: ]
	 	[image: ]


[image: ]

Epigraph
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“The flame that burns within one is never theirs alone—it is the light of those who came before.”
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Author’s Note
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This story is a work of speculative myth, woven from echoes of science and imagination. While inspired by concepts from epigenetics, meditation, and physics, it is purely fictional. Its purpose is not to explain but to invite readers into a world where memory, trauma, and spirit intertwine in one boy’s journey.
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Prologue

[image: ]


Long before Kairava’s birth, the earth bore the weight of unspoken grief. 
Generations carried wounds not seen but felt—echoes of battles, floods, and famine. 
The elders whispered of a burden too vast for any single life, yet one day it would converge. 
When that day came, the people said, a child would awaken with the weight of many upon his chest. 
And through him, the flame of inheritance would either consume or illuminate.

Contents

Copyright

Dedication

Epigraph

Author’s Note

Prologue

Chapter One: The Silent Fire

Chapter Two: The River’s Omen

Chapter Three: The Hollowing

Chapter Four: The Weight of Names

Chapter Five: The Ashen Trial

Chapter Six: The Stone Shrine

Chapter Seven: The Shaman’s Warning

Chapter Eight: The Cave of Iron Breath

Chapter Nine: The Phantom Photograph

Chapter Ten: The Fire Within

Chapter Eleven: The Last Burden

Epilogue: The Flame of Inheritance

Acknowledgements

About the Author

Endnote

	[image: ]
	 	[image: ]


[image: ]

Chapter One: The Silent Fire
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"When the rivers dry, the bones remember.
When the sky withholds, the voices return."



The rains did not come the year Kairava turned twelve.

The riverbed cracked into a hundred pale fissures, as though the earth itself were breaking apart beneath some unseen weight. The wells, once clear with the taste of stone, yielded only bitter trickles. Women returned with empty jars and downcast eyes, while children gnawed reeds to dull the ache of their stomachs. Hunger settled over the tribe like a low mist, silent yet suffocating, refusing to lift.

Kairava felt it differently.

When others gasped with thirst, his chest steadied, his breath lengthened. His body, thin as reeds, did not falter as quickly. And in the nights when sleep should have come, it was instead filled with visions.

At first they were fragments—shadows darting at the corners of his sight, a sudden weight of grief when no one had spoken. But soon, each night became a descent into a corridor of voices: wailing mothers, warriors cut down mid-breath, children hollowed by famine. They were not stories told by elders at the fire. They were older. They were wounds carved into the marrow of the people, carried down unseen, now alive in his veins.

He would wake screaming, his body slick with sweat, his chest burning as though a coal had been placed inside his ribs.

The shamans whispered of The Hollowing, a condition chanted in fragments of old song, when a soul becomes too thin to
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