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    This book is dedicated to all readers who seek to understand God through the testimony of Scripture itself.
May the study of these passages encourage careful reading, honest reflection, and a deeper appreciation for the words recorded in the Bible.
May those who read approach the Scriptures with humility, patience, and a sincere desire to know what the text truly says
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Preface to the According to Scripture Series
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This series was written with a single governing aim: to examine biblical subjects by attending carefully to the text of Scripture itself.

Each volume seeks to ask a limited but demanding question: What does the Bible say on this subject, when its words are read attentively, in context, and in conversation with the rest of Scripture? No attempt is made to defend inherited theological systems, to promote denominational positions, or to resolve questions where the biblical text does not speak with clarity.

The method employed throughout the series is deliberately restrained. Passages are examined in their immediate literary context, then compared with related texts elsewhere in Scripture. Clear statements are treated as clear; implications are identified as implications; and matters left unaddressed by the biblical text are left unresolved. Where conclusions are drawn, they arise from repeated textual patterns rather than isolated verses.

The tone of these studies reflects that method. The writing avoids devotional exhortation and emotional persuasion, not because such forms lack value, but because they serve a different purpose. The goal here is careful reading, patient comparison, and reasoned presentation, offered in language accessible to the general reader while maintaining intellectual seriousness.

How These Studies Were Produced:

These books were developed using a combination of human judgment and artificial intelligence. Artificial intelligence was employed as a research and synthesis tool, capable of analyzing large portions of biblical text, identifying linguistic patterns, and cross-referencing related passages with consistency. It functioned as a language model rather than as an authority or interpreter.

The human author’s role was decisive. The author designed the questions asked of the text, set the boundaries of inquiry, evaluated the outputs, corrected errors , refined arguments, and compiled the final manuscript into a coherent and readable form. The structure, emphasis, and final presentation reflect human editorial judgment rather than purely automated authorship.

Responsibility for interpretation and belief does not rest with a system, a method, or an author. It rests with the reader. You.

A Word to the Reader:

The Bible itself repeatedly presents understanding as something to be sought with humility, attentiveness, and care. Readers are therefore encouraged to approach these studies in the same spirit the text commends: seeking wisdom, testing conclusions, and measuring every claim against Scripture itself.

“If any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask God, who gives generously to all without reproach, and it will be given him.”
— James 1:5
This encouragement is not offered as instruction from the author, but as a pattern found within Scripture. These books aim to assist careful reading; they do not replace it.

Each volume in the According to Scripture Series stands on its own, yet all share this common commitment: to let the biblical text speak as plainly as it does, no more and no less.
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Purpose of the Study

The central subject of the Bible is God. The opening line of Scripture establishes this focus immediately:


“In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth.”
— Genesis 1:1 (ESV)

From this first sentence to the final chapter of Revelation, the biblical writings consistently present God as the primary actor in history, creation, judgment, redemption, and the future of humanity.

Yet the Bible is not arranged as a systematic theological treatise. Its material appears in narrative, poetry, prophecy, law, wisdom literature, letters, and apocalyptic visions. For that reason, the reader who seeks to understand the nature of God must gather statements from many passages and examine how they relate to each other.

This study attempts to examine the biblical text itself in order to answer a foundational question:

What does Scripture say about the nature of God?

The goal is not to defend a religious system or interpret the text through later doctrinal structures. Instead, the objective is to observe the statements made in the biblical writings and allow them to speak with their own voice.

Method of Investigation

The method followed throughout this study includes several principles.

1. Scripture as the Primary Source

The Bible itself is treated as the primary source of information. Passages will be quoted directly and cross-referenced where related themes appear in other books.

Readers may consult the verses through standard translations such as the English Standard Version (ESV).
Reference access:
https://www.biblegateway.com
2. Distinction Between Statements, Implications, and Silence

Three levels of interpretation are maintained throughout the study.

What Scripture states plainly
Clear declarations made directly in the text.
What Scripture reasonably implies
Ideas that follow logically when multiple passages are considered together.
What Scripture does not address
Questions where the biblical text provides no direct information.
When the Bible does not provide an explicit explanation, the study will acknowledge the limit of the text.

3. Scripture Interpreting Scripture

Many biblical themes appear across multiple books. Earlier passages are often clarified by later ones, and later writings frequently refer back to earlier statements.

For example, the New Testament repeatedly refers to statements found in the Hebrew Scriptures.


“For the Scripture says, ‘Everyone who believes in him will not be put to shame.’”
— Romans 10:11 (ESV)

This pattern encourages reading the Bible as a unified collection of writings rather than isolated documents.

4. Avoidance of Speculative Philosophy

The biblical text occasionally describes mysteries that it does not fully explain. When Scripture presents a reality without explaining its mechanism, this study will simply present the statement without attempting philosophical reconstruction.
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PART I

The Identity of God
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This section examines how Scripture introduces and describes God before addressing theological systems. Rather than beginning with philosophical definitions, the biblical writings introduce God through actions, authority, and relationship to creation.

The earliest passages establish several fundamental themes that remain consistent throughout the entire biblical canon.
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Chapter 1

The First Biblical Presentation of God
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1.1 The Opening Statement of Scripture

The Bible begins with a direct declaration:


“In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth.”
— Genesis 1:1 (ESV)

This opening sentence provides several observations about how Scripture first presents God.

First, the existence of God is assumed rather than argued. The text offers no attempt to prove that God exists. Instead, God is presented as already existing before the beginning of the created order.

Second, God is introduced through action. The first statement about God concerns creation. The text does not begin with an abstract description of divine nature but with the act of bringing the universe into existence.

Third, the scope of God's action is universal. The phrase “the heavens and the earth” functions as a comprehensive expression referring to the totality of the created world.

Later passages in Scripture confirm this understanding.


“By the word of the LORD the heavens were made,
and by the breath of his mouth all their host.”
— Psalm 33:6 (ESV)
“For he spoke, and it came to be;
he commanded, and it stood firm.”
— Psalm 33:9 (ESV)

These statements reinforce the idea that the universe exists because of God's command.

1.2 God as Creator of Heaven and Earth

The theme introduced in Genesis 1:1 continues throughout the opening chapters of Genesis.

Genesis 1 describes the creation of the world in a structured sequence. Repeated statements emphasize divine command.

Examples include:


“And God said, ‘Let there be light,’ and there was light.”
— Genesis 1:3 (ESV)
“And God said, ‘Let the earth sprout vegetation.’”
— Genesis 1:11 (ESV)
“And God said, ‘Let us make man in our image, after our likeness.’”
— Genesis 1:26 (ESV)

The pattern “And God said” appears repeatedly throughout the chapter. The narrative presents creation as the result of divine speech and authority.

Later biblical writers return to this foundational claim.


“Thus says God, the LORD,
who created the heavens and stretched them out,
who spread out the earth and what comes from it.”
— Isaiah 42:5 (ESV)

The New Testament also affirms this theme.


“Worthy are you, our Lord and God,
to receive glory and honor and power,
for you created all things,
and by your will they existed and were created.”
— Revelation 4:11 (ESV)

Across both Testaments, the same central claim remains: God is the creator of all that exists.

1.3 God as the Source of Life

The Genesis narrative also presents God as the origin of life.

After forming the human being from the dust of the ground, the text states:


“Then the LORD God formed the man of dust from the ground and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life, and the man became a living creature.”
— Genesis 2:7 (ESV)

In this passage, life is described as coming directly from God. The human being does not generate life independently but receives it through divine action.

Other passages reinforce the same idea.


“The Spirit of God has made me,
and the breath of the Almighty gives me life.”
— Job 33:4 (ESV)

Similarly, in the New Testament:


“The God who made the world and everything in it... gives to all mankind life and breath and everything.”
— Acts 17:24–25 (ESV)

These texts present God not only as the

1.4 God as Ruler of Creation











1.5 The Pattern of Divine Authority



	God speaks.

	The command is issued.

	The result occurs.










1.6 Observations from the Earliest Texts


1. God Exists Before Creation



2. God Creates Through Command


3. God Is the Source of Life


4. God Exercises Authority Over Creation



1.7 Questions the Text Does Not Address
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