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Instead of working on my Calculus problem set, I scroll through my phone and get a serious case of FOMO when I see my younger sister Gabrielle’s most recent Instagram post. It’s a video of her and my parents watching the annual lion dance at my favorite Chinese restaurant back in Chicago—back home.

I sigh, longing for my family and dim sum. For the first time, I’m not spending Chinese New Year with my parents and Gabrielle. If I wasn’t studying mathematics at Middleson University, I would be devouring shrimp dumplings and receiving red envelopes from my relatives right now.

“Something wrong, Simone?”

Will stares at me with concern in his chocolate-brown eyes. A smile tugs at my lips. At least my best friend is with me. By some stroke of luck, we both ended up at the same college. During our senior year of high school, I was so scared that we would have to go our separate ways after graduation. Will’s grades and test scores were perfect, so I thought he was destined for somewhere like Yale or Harvard. But shockingly, all of the major Ivies rejected him. They really must be impossible schools to get into if even perfect Will Higa couldn’t get accepted. He had it all: a 4.5 GPA, a 36 on the ACT, rich parents, and a basketball state championship. What else did Harvard want him to do? Win a freaking Nobel Prize for bringing peace to Israel and Palestine?

“Nothing,” I say.

Before I can react, Will snatches my phone from my hand.

“Hey!” I protest.

His face softens. “Missing home?”

Ignoring his question, I take my phone back. “You’re lucky I don’t smack you.”

He shakes his head, as if he’s a teacher and I’m a student who got an extremely obvious question wrong. “You’re addicted to your phone.”

“Yeah, so what?”

“Can you go for an hour without playing that stupid cat game?”

“That amazing cat game is called Neko Atsume and no, I can’t go for an hour without playing it and I’m not ashamed to admit it.”

He rolls his eyes. “You’re ridiculous. Do you know how much you could get accomplished if you weren’t on your phone all the time?”

“Yeah, yeah, I’d win the Fields Medal or whatever.”

The look in his eyes turns tender. “I’ll take you out to celebrate Chinese New Year tomorrow night.”

“You don’t have to. Besides, don’t you have some big biology exam to study for?”

With an irritating grin, he says, “I don’t need to study.”

Right, Mr. Photographic Memory. Thanks to it, he never had to take a single page of notes in high school. Maddeningly, this hasn’t changed in college, though he’s in pre-med and supposed to be having one of the most stressful times of his life. “I’m just a little homesick,” I say. “I’ll
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