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Holidays are always a good idea.

At least until we say it out loud.

From then on, everyone will have an opinion.

About the place.
The timing.
The money.
The child.
About the grandmother.
And also about why we're not going to the place that wasn't good last year.
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A holiday is always a good idea.

At least until we say it out loud.

From then on, everyone will have an opinion.

About the place.

The timing.

The money.

The child.

About the grandmother.

And also about why we're not going to the place that wasn't good last year.

WHERE?

The question "Where should we go?" is never a question.
It's the opening sentence of an argument.
It usually comes up during dinner, when everyone is tired.
Mostly in the evening. During the day, everyone is too tired to argue, and in the evening it goes without saying.

It sounds like an innocent question, not the start of a debate that will last for days.

Dad wants to go fishing, the kids want to go to a place with a swimming pool, and Mum wants to spend the whole week being active.

And then the holy phone, the all-knowing, the holy grail itself, comes out.

The cry of "let's check this out" is heard, and the great march begins.

It's not that far away.
It's similar to last year's.
Well, I like that.
And it's not that expensive.
Or the trendy phrase:
"It doesn't look good in photos."
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There comes a moment in every person's life when they feel like they want to go on holiday.

They've worked hard enough.

They are exhausted.

And it's only February, but they already want to relax.

Finding the right time for a holiday is Armageddon. 

It's cold in winter

Summer is hot.

Spring, well, that's not a holiday.

Autumn? Who goes on holiday in autumn?

The boss won't let you go when you want to, 

He just paid for his wife's spinning course. 

The kids are at school,

Grandmother is unavailable because she is attending a bridge camp 

And then there are my colleagues.

The solution?

Pull yourself together, take a deep breath, and be brave.

Take the step you regretted not taking last summer.
You'll do it anyway.
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The first stage of stress panic.

You're familiar with the phrase, aren't you?

"So what should I pack, darling?"

––––––––
[image: ]


Because you know exactly where it is: at home, on top of the wardrobe,

there are

there are about five suitcases.

But we need a sixth one.

After all, we're going on holiday, my dear – comes the poetic declaration.

There's no argument here.

Just preparation.

The suitcase opens.

And with that, the "just in case" era officially begins.

In case you need a jumper.

In case it gets chilly in the evening.

In case it rains.

In case it doesn't rain, but it does.

In case we go somewhere fancy.

Just in case we don't, but it's better to be prepared.

In case there's a swimming pool.

What if there isn't, but we still need swimsuits.

At least five, of course.

The suitcase is filling up nicely.

Not quickly.

Carefully.

And then the child appears.

He doesn't ask.

He announces it.

He needs it.

Very much.

Because what if you need to dive?

You never know.

Maybe.

There won't be any room in the suitcase by then.

But that doesn't matter.

You need diving goggles.

The breathing tube too.

And the entire equipment, of course.

After all, we're on holiday.

Meanwhile, you listen quietly.

Because you know that now is not the time to ask questions.

Then your moment comes.

When you ask:

"And where should I put my things?"

This is the point when it becomes clear

that there will always be room

will always have a place.

Somewhere.

Sometime.

Later.

There are more important things right now.

Goodness.

The slippers.
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Departure is not when we walk out the door.

Departure is when we start checking

to see if everything is alright.

What time did you set the clock for?

Are you sure?

Not too early?

Not too late?

Everything is packed.

At least in theory.

Is the gas turned off?

The electricity?

The water?

Anything that could leak.

That could explode.

What could burn?

The dishes are washed.

Fresh bed linen has been put on.

Because when we get home,

you don't think

we're not going to sleep in an unclean bed.

The flowers have been watered.

One more time.

Just to be sure.

Little cat at Mum's.

Telephone numbers given out.

Where they can reach us.

If absolutely necessary.

Spare key hidden in the garden.

In case we lose the key.

Or maybe not.

But it's better to have it there.

I cleaned up.

You don't think

that if someone breaks in,

they'll go into a dirty flat.

What would they say?

I mowed the lawn.

The sprinkler is set.

Damn.

Did I put the batteries in?

Oh, the sandwiches.

I only made salami sandwiches.

At least they won't go off.

Hopefully.
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