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Istanbul — Two Nights Before the Disappearance

The tanker Miray Star moved through the Bosporus like a giant walking in its sleep, engines thrumming, lights muted to the barest whisper. Midnight softened the strait into a ribbon of black glass. The city glittered on both sides — the mosques, the palaces, the bridges — a thousand years of empire watching silently as the ship drifted past like an omen.

On the bridge, Chief Officer Eren Kaya checked the radar for the tenth time that hour. Everything appeared normal. Clear traffic separation, moderate northbound flow, no anomalies.

Yet he could feel it — the wrongness.

It clung to him the way the humidity clung to the back of his neck. Ships weren’t supposed to run with half their lights out. They weren’t supposed to take orders directly from “external handlers” instead of the shipping company. They weren’t supposed to alter course in the narrowest section of the strait without explanation.

And they certainly weren’t supposed to carry containers that nobody had checked.

But Miray Star had done all of that.

A soft buzz crackled from the handheld radio.

“Chief?”

It was the second officer, whispering though he didn’t need to whisper.

“Sir... there’s movement on Deck Seven.”

Kaya stiffened.

Deck Seven wasn’t crew space.

Deck Seven housed the sealed containers — the ones with no paperwork.

“I’ll go,” Kaya said quietly.

He took a torch, a fireman’s axe, and a breath that didn’t steady him enough. The wind carried the smell of warm diesel and salt as he descended the steel stairway to the aft deck. Istanbul’s lights shimmered on the water like a second sky, upside down and broken.

When Kaya reached the row of sealed containers, he paused.

Something was glowing.

A thin, unnatural blue seeped from the seams of Container 7-C. Not light thrown from above, not a reflection off the city — an internal glow, pulsing slowly like a heartbeat.

“What in God’s name...” he muttered, stepping closer.

Another followed the first pulse. And another. A rhythmic flare, too regular to be accidental, too organic to be mechanical.

He placed a hand on the steel.

Warm.

Too warm.

He stepped back.

A sound rose inside the container — a faint scrambling, or scratching, or shifting. Kaya wasn’t sure. But it wasn’t cargo shifting. It wasn’t ballast knocking. It was... movement.

Human.

Animal.

Something alive where nothing living was supposed to be.

The radio crackled again.

“Chief? Bridge wants your status.”

Kaya didn’t answer.

Because now he saw it — the mark scorched low on the corner of the container. Three interlocking circles. No company logo. No shipping seal. No national emblem.

A symbol he didn’t recognise — but one that made his stomach tighten.

He lifted the torch, angling the beam along the deck.

Footprints.

Not boot prints.

Bare feet.

Small.

Running.

He swallowed hard. Someone had been inside that container. Someone had escaped.

Or something had been released.

A sudden gust rattled the other containers, but 7-C vibrated like something struck it from within. A dull, heavy thud.

Kaya stepped back again.

This was no smuggling operation.

This wasn’t contraband.

This was something else entirely.

He reached for his radio.

And that was when the lights died.

The entire deck plunged into blackness so complete it swallowed sound. The engine throb faltered, stuttered, then steadied again like a heartbeat finding its rhythm.

Kaya turned toward the stairway.

A silhouette stood at the top.

Not crew.

Too still.

Too tall.

The shadow raised a hand, and for a moment Kaya saw only the faintest outline of the same three interlocking circles — stitched onto a sleeve.

His own breath froze.

The figure spoke just one word, the accent impossible to place.

“Enough.”

A metallic click.

A flash.

And Chief Officer Eren Kaya fell without ever understanding what he had witnessed inside that cursed container.

Miray Star continued its silent journey through the Bosporus, past the sleeping city, carrying secrets no ship should carry.

Two nights later, it would vanish.

Without a distress call.

Without survivors.

Without explanation.

Only the symbol remained — three circles, burning faintly through the dark...
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