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 FOREWORD

Why Black Holes?
Well, for one thing, in the words of the old adage, “because
they’re there.” And like everything else in the universe, they are
a part of us, as we are of them.

Light, in its varying forms of radiant
energy, permeates our existence. We are physical beings born of the
etheric matrix which comprises the energetic universe; the
molecules and atoms that compose our bodies were formed billions of
years ago in the hydrogen furnaces of stars long dead,
self-destructive supernovas which spewed the building blocks of
carbon-based life forms into the cosmos.

Matter is simply light vibrating at a slower
rate, radiant energy trapped into the illusion of solidity. Vast
intergalactic voids permeate the spaces between the nuclei and
electrons of the molecules in our bodies, like so many mini solar
systems; as much material substance as there is, there is
infinitely more space. In this we see astrology’s basic credo, “As
above, so below.” The void of space is mirrored within ourselves,
and in that space, we find the Black Holes.

We may not see them, but they exist, and
have a verifiable effect on our world and our lives. Powerful,
enigmatic, transformational and inescapable, Black Holes (and other
Deep Space anomalies such as Quasars, Pulsars and Masers) are the
latest piece in the puzzle of creation which astrologers for
millennia have attempted to reassemble into a picture portraying
the whole of existence, striving for a fuller understanding of the
cosmos and our place within it.

My own journey with these points began more
than twenty years ago, when in 1989 I was handed a copy of
Llewellyn’s “Spiritual, Metaphysical & New Trends in Modern
Astrology,” a collection of essays edited by Joan McEvers,
which included a chapter by Philip Sedgwick entitled “Galactic
Astrology.” Those twenty-five pages opened a whole new world for
me, one I want to share with you in this book. At the time,
unbeknownst to me, my progressed Sun was transiting over the event
horizon, or orb of influence, of the reality-warping Black Hole at
6 Virgo, and had just conjoined a Pulsar at 3 Virgo, an anomaly
informational in nature which provides insights and expands
consciousness. The timing was right.

I followed this introduction with Sedgwick’s
full length work, “The Astrology of Deep Space,” and began
my own researches using the points he listed, chronicling the
manifestations these Deep Space behemoths evoked, and working with
them in my own life and the charts of clients across the globe. By
1993 I had begun writing and publishing in this field, in print
outlets such as “Welcome To Planet Earth” and “The
Mountain Astrologer,” and later online for Maya del Mar’s
“Daykeeper Journal.” Drawing on astrophysics theory and the
works of leaders in the field such as Stephen Hawking, Kip Thorne
and Michio Kaku (a selected bibliography appears at the end of this
book), and correlating that to my own experience and observations
of the world around me, I developed a broader understanding of how
these points interact with, inform, and transform our reality.

It is that perspective I wish to communicate
in “The Black Hole Book.” We’ll begin with a brief overview,
followed by detailed interpretive material you can apply to your
own life, to better understand the ways Black Holes impact you
personally. Later sections of the book will provide practical
examples of their effects from mundane events and the biographies
of well-known individuals, as well as in-depth explorations of the
astrophysical theories of Black Holes and the astrological usage
which stems from them. We’ll also discuss mythologies the world
over which resonate to these energies, and provide metaphors for
our experience of them.

I still concentrate my work on the original
points I began my research with two decades ago, and those will be
the focus of this book. However, many more have been discovered
since, and that process of scientific discovery is ongoing, and
will likely never end. The interested reader will find some of
these additional points in the appendix, although, of necessity,
this list will always be incomplete. As scientific knowledge grows,
our understanding of these points will no doubt alter, but what the
Black Hole represents, the metaphors it conjures in the collective
consciousness - of isolation, dislocation, transformation,
overwhelming and inescapable power, and access to the creative
force of the unknown, the limitless potential of the unmanifest -
these will remain constant, and continue to resonate in the human
experience. It is my profound hope that this Black Hole primer may
guide you as you embark upon your own exploration of the mysteries
of the universe, and your Deep Space connection to it.

 



 AN
INTRODUCTION TO BLACK HOLES

Astronomically,
Black Holes are the remnants of stars which have imploded,
shrinking in upon themselves until they are so tightly compressed,
and their gravitational forces so overwhelmingly strong, that not
even light can escape them; hence the name. When a star of
sufficient mass ages, and begins to exhaust its fuel, it cannot
support the weight of its own circumference, and collapses in upon
itself. Sometimes the star explodes in a dramatic supernova,
spewing gases and elements many light years into space; at others
the compression continues to a virtual pinpoint which still retains
all the mass of the original star, and the Black Hole is born, a
gravity well which is essentially cut off from this universe, where
the ordinary laws of physics do not apply. These exist both within
our galaxy and outside it, but only suns with a mass at least three
times that of our own have enough gravitational force to become
Black Holes at the end of their life cycle. Some are relatively
small, but these deep space anomalies can also come in the
supermassive variety, cosmic behemoths which power spiral galaxies
such as the Milky Way, their insatiable maws slowly but inexorably
sucking in the associated stars, causing the galaxy to rotate, like
water coiling down a drain.

Astrologically, Black Holes promote change
and transition, and can be difficult to work with. Highly
mercurial, with a power base that makes Pluto seem infantile, Black
Holes represent the volte face, the sudden, swift, complete
reversal of the status quo, when conditions change in the twinkling
of an eye to ones wholly unrecognizable from what went before, and
returning to the way things were becomes impossible. In essence,
you have changed universes; you can't go home again. Many of these
manifestations will seem negative, particularly to humans, who
typically don’t like change, but the high drama they evoke can
often elicit rags-to-riches stories, such as Harry Potter
author JK Rowling (with Sun conjunct a Black Hole), or even
rags-to-riches-back-to-rags stories like investment banker/fraud
Bernard Madoff (with Sun in square). Wherever you see dramatic
turnarounds or improbable happenings, positive or negative, Black
Hole energy is there.

Black Holes act as liminal guardians,
portals between realties. As such they govern stages of maturation,
both physical, such as birth, puberty and death; and
socio-cultural, such as losing one's virginity, marriage, the birth
of a child, the death of a parent, and divorce or loss of a spouse.
But it is not just in these life-altering moments that Black Hole
energies can be seen. They are active even on a daily level, any
time we act to change our reality, for example, by leaving one
environment for another, or deciding when to go to sleep or when to
wake. At a basic level, they may be connected to the very process
of choice and change itself, enabling us to choose from between
opposing alternatives and then enact these choices.

Theoretical physics states that Black Holes
are doorways to parallel universes, alternate realities, and higher
dimensions, and making contact with one in our daily lives can
often feel like that, as if we have been uprooted from the everyday
reality of the Light World and thrust into an alien environment, an
Underworld which, although ominous and threatening, can also be the
repository of vast riches and the wealth of the knowledge of the
subconscious. The Black Hole zone is one of unlimited creativity,
encompassing as it does all potential realities, allowing the
native who is well connected to envision, not just the way things
are, but the ways they might become. Two such tapped-in individuals
are Albert Einstein, whose theory of relativity forever altered our
scientific perspective, and Thomas Edison, whose nearly 1000 US
patents bespeak his tremendous inventiveness; both men had Sun in
square to Black Holes.

Black Holes are sources of energy drain,
requiring more of our focus and attention than we would often like,
and they come in many forms - health crises, parenting issues,
relatives or friends needing emotional support, financial troubles
- depending upon the celestial body to which they are contacted,
and the affairs that body governs. They can also act as sources of
energy attraction, repositories of incredible reserves of power;
some folks seem to have the knack of tapping these energies, others
merely contribute to them. Singer Michael Jackson (Sun conjunct a
Black Hole), arguably the world’s first global superstar, and
Princess Diana (Sun in semi-square), the “People’s Princess,” both
epitomize the type who absorb the energies, attentions and
projections of millions of their fellow citizens, becoming almost
quasi-divine in the crucible of their fans’ adulation.

Black Holes tend to extremes, and are often
active at times when record-setting or precedent-breaking events
occur. They can produce manifestations which are polar opposites, a
seemingly contradictory pattern of providing both the best and the
worst of any given situation, and predicting in advance which way
the cosmic cat will jump is virtually impossible. On March 12,
1992, with Venus exactly conjoined the Black Hole at 28 Aquarius,
two high profile relationship shifts were announced: Tammy Faye
Bakker had filed for divorce from jailbird televangelist hubby Jim;
and longtime, notorious bachelor Warren Beatty, aged 55, had
finally married, to Annette Bening, both dramatic changes in
relationship status evoked by Venus’ deep space contact.

Any celestial body contacted by a Black Hole
is susceptible to its influence; in the natal chart, these
conditions will form a lifelong pattern, providing manifestations
at appropriate developmental levels as the individual ages and
matures, allowing the native to adapt to their effects over time
and essentially form a working relationship with these energies,
however lopsided. In the transit sky, planetary interaction with
Black Holes provokes random, often shocking or extreme, sometimes
one-of-a-kind manifestations, watershed events which are
life-altering for those involved, and which reverberate far beyond
their origins. The 9/11 attacks, the start of the Iraq War, the
massive Indian Ocean Tsunami of 2004, and Hurricane Katrina’s New
Orleans landfall all occurred with Sun conjoined or in hard aspect
to Black Holes, to name just a few from recent memory.

Relative size and distance have no effect on
astrological interpretation; no added weight is given to Venus’
proximity to earth, nor to Jupiter’s vastness, and Pluto’s recent
demotion by astronomers to minor planet status has not altered its
psychic impact one whit. Similarly, the almost incomprehensible
distances between us and these deep space anomalies has no bearing
upon their effectiveness. Their position in the Tropical Zodiac is
computed just as with Fixed Stars which lie above or below the
ecliptic, and they “transit” at the same rate, shifting one degree
approximately every 72 years. Moreso than any other recent
scientific theory, except perhaps for relativity in the early
decades of the last century, Black Holes have captured the
imagination of the general population and entered the cultural
lingo with a startling impact. Seen as a metaphor for alienation,
disempowerment, waste and dissociation, Black Holes have emerged as
a powerful image of our times.

Several major themes emerge in the lives of
those whom the Black Hole touches, although the ways these manifest
are as unique and individual as the lives they affect.
Predominantly, these involve changeability; personal
magnetism/repulsion; extreme instability/unpredictability; unique
perspective; attraction of unparalleled, singular, often bizarre
experiences; energy absorption, transmutation, or depletion; and a
greater than typical impact on one’s environment or peers.

“Interdimensionality” is a term I’ll use to
encapsulate the quality of changeability or differentiation with
which Black Hole natives grapple, no matter which area of their
lives it affects, and this is best illustrated by using the example
of the Black Hole Sun individual, as central to one’s being and
thus reverberating throughout the entirety of the native’s life.
This quality is an adaptive mechanism which enables these
individuals to blend into their surroundings, chameleon-like, and
assume traits or characteristics enhancing their image or
facilitating their interactions with their current audience. This
“all things to all people” quality effectively splinters the
native’s primary reality into many sharply defined alternate
realities, depending on the circumstances they encounter, in each
of which they appear and act differently. To some extent we all do
this, it’s termed “compartmentalization,” but for the Black Hole
native these divisions and the manifestations they evoke, culled
from the infinity of nonphysical parallel universes, alternate
dimensions, and potential realms which open out from the tear in
spacetime which the Black Hole creates, can be especially dramatic
and extreme.

This quality is more useful for some than
others. Actors notably benefit from Black Hole contacts in adapting
to various roles, and making them believable. Meryl Streep, with
Sun squared a Black Hole, and Albert Finney, with Sun conjoined,
are acknowledged masters of this ability to become the parts they
play. Heath Ledger, with Sun opposed a Black Hole, was cut from the
same cloth but tragically lacked the internal mechanism to separate
himself from the character, and ultimately succumbed to this
inability to extricate himself from the parallel reality of his
performance. Examples of actors who embody the star power they
convey, adapting the role to themselves rather than themselves to
the role, include Elizabeth Taylor, John Wayne, Joan Crawford and
Cary Grant, all with Sun opposed a Black Hole. Elizabeth Taylor, in
particular, also personifies the disruptive, extreme manifestations
which can constellate about Black Hole Sun personalities, with her
eight marriages and highly public divorces, dramatic weight
fluctuations, and several severe illnesses bringing her to the
brink of death, only to rally via the recuperative powers for which
Black Hole Sun is often noted.

Although they often prefer to operate behind
the scenes, Black Hole Sun natives are noted as magnetic and
compelling, both attracting and repelling others, but always
feeding on their energies, which are directed towards them almost
against our will. Often seen dramatically differently by various
audiences, these individuals can be deified by one group and
demonized by another, to the extent that finding common ground
between these disparate views, or persons who are neutral in their
opinion of them, is virtually impossible. They tend to absorb
others’ energies, reflecting back whatever is expected of them by
their audience, and can prove highly catalytic players on the world
stage, galvanizing both support and opposition, and turning
whatever they touch topsy-turvy, creating an up-is-down,
black-is-white alternate reality wholly different from what
pertained previously.

Such is surely the case with George W. Bush,
born 7:26 AM CDT 6 July 1946 in New Haven, CT, whose Sun at 13
Cancer is in exact square to the Black Hole at 13 Libra which
conjoins the nation’s 14 Libra Saturn, symbol of the presidency.
Love him or hate him, it’s hard to find anyone neutral, and the
amount of energy expended in decrying or defending him and his
record for the eight years he spent in the White House has been
truly astounding. The Black Hole’s tendency to invert reality and
go to extremes, flipping current conditions to their opposite pole,
is well in evidence in his political career. Bush inherited a vital
economy with a federal budget surplus of $236 billion and
transformed it into a devastated economy with a federal budget
deficit of $407 billion, nearly doubling the national debt in the
process, from $5.6 trillion to $10.1 trillion. He found a nation at
peace and left it with two wars, adding torture and abuse to
official governmental policy and illegally wiretapping thousands of
US citizens, while scanning their emails and monitoring their
library selections. He polarized the American electorate to an
unprecedented extent and changed the international face of America
for a generation. All these are hallmarks of Black Hole
interaction, reversing the status quo and birthing a radically
different reality, while extracting the maximum amount of energy
from any given situation.

In addition to the Sun, Bush’s Ascendant,
Midheaven, Mercury, Mars, Jupiter, Saturn, Uranus, Neptune, and
Pluto are all conjoined or in hard aspect to Black Holes, exact or
within a degree of orb. As such, his biography well illustrates the
varying types of manifestations to be gleaned from interaction with
these deep space powerhouses, and we’ll be returning to him
periodically throughout this introduction.

Other Black Hole Sun natives are more
unalloyedly admired or reviled. Michael Jackson, with Sun exactly
conjoined a Black Hole, is another fine example of a truly
creative, uniquely individualistic presence, a music icon idolized
by millions worldwide, whose personal life became so bizarre and
alien as to make him extremely unsympathetic and incomprehensible
to millions of others. His physical transformation over decades (an
all too real manifestation of the Black Hole’s “black is white”
quality of bizarre upheaval), the allegations of child sexual
abuse, the eccentric masks worn in public and his extreme
reclusiveness, the unusual procreative methods by which he acquired
his children, as well as the fantasy theme park he called home, all
speak to the Black Hole Sun’s inability to conform to common
standards and behavioral norms. And yet he was an artistic
phenomenon, creator of the best-selling album ever, 1982's
“Thriller,” an enormous influence on pop culture and music,
fashion, dance and music video, an artist always noted for being on
the cutting edge creatively and technologically. Not content with
the fame and power of his own success, the King of Pop’s Black Hole
Sun reached out to ally itself with the dynasty of the first pop
King, Elvis Presley, in marriage to his daughter Lisa Marie, and
incorporated into its insatiable grasp the Beatles catalog, one of
the few groups whose net worth rivaled Jackson’s.

The outpouring of global emotion at
Jackson’s death was reminiscent of the excess of grief accompanying
the fatal car accident which took the life of Diana, Princess of
Wales, when literally tens of thousands of people left floral
memorials to her at her Kensington Palace home, and a crowd of more
than 1 million clogged the streets of London to view the funeral
cortege. An estimated 750 million people had viewed her wedding in
1981; more than 2.5 billion watched her funeral in 1997, the single
largest global audience ever, and a tremendous testament to the
Black Hole’s power to mesmerize and attract. With Sun in semisquare
to a Black Hole, Diana’s biography portrays the typical Black Hole
quality of extreme duality, with a position of public prominence,
virtually universal adulation, and a seemingly fairy tale existence
which hid a dark underbelly of raw emotion, despair and depression.
Eventually the two sides of Diana conflicted to such an extent that
she could not refrain from making her woes public, precipitating
the break in her marriage and exposing both the callousness of
those around her and her own emotional fragility. But to millions
across the planet, the “People’s Princess” was a shining example of
power and position channeled for the service of others, her face
one of the most recognizable globally.

Two examples of Black Hole Sun individuals
who wore an outer mask radically different from the true essence
they concealed are serial killers Jeffrey Dahmer, with Sun opposed
a Black Hole, and Ted Bundy, with Sun conjunct. Both used the charm
and persuasion of which Black Hole Sun is capable to lure their
victims, Dahmer claiming at least 17 and Bundy more than 30, all
these lives subsumed by the insatiable appetites of the Black Hole,
as literally depicted by the cannibalism practiced by Dahmer.

Con men have also found an ally in the Black
Hole Sun’s ability to dissemble and temporarily step into another
persona; Frank Abagnale, whose life story was portrayed by Leonardo
DiCaprio in 2002's “Catch Me If You Can”, was adaptive
enough to convincingly impersonate an airline pilot, a chief
resident pediatrician, a lawyer, and a university teaching
assistant over the course of his career. With his Sun opposed a
Black Hole, Abagnale also well illustrates this deep space
anomaly’s ability to genuinely remake itself, as opposed to simply
donning yet another disguise - after a decade on the run and a five
year prison stint, Abagnale went straight, using his former
expertise to found a security consulting company, and now lectures
for the FBI, a complete reversal of life path typical of Black Hole
energies.

Black Hole Sun individuals are also often
found on the cutting edge of their disciplines. Pablo Picasso and
Jackson Pollock, both with Sun square a Black Hole, and Salvador
Dali, with Sun in semi-square, exemplify famed artists who
challenged the world to adapt to their own unique perspectives,
which were initially impugned but eventually understood for the
creative genius they embodied. Elvis Presley, with Sun conjunct a
Black Hole, and Madonna, with Sun in square, depict musical icons
and trend-setters with astounding popularity and cultural impact,
both pioneers in their own way.

Authors JRR Tolkien, with Sun in square to a
Black Hole, and JK Rowling, with Sun conjoined, typify writers
whose literary output has captivated millions of readers worldwide,
crafting fantasy worlds which have been very successfully adapted
to the wide screen, netting their creators, or their heirs,
billions, all fodder for the Black Hole. Rowling’s personal story
of transformation from single mother on welfare to
multi-millionaire in a span of less than five years has all the
hallmarks of the Black Hole’s ability to dramatically alter our
reality in previously inconceivable ways, while Tolkien’s work
speaks to the enduring, entrenched quality of Black Hole Sun
individuals’ contributions, which continue to resonate long after
their creators’ deaths.

Black Hole Mercury often experiences
difficulties with communicating, being subject to
misinterpretation, misrepresentation, and outright deception,
perpetrated by the native or directed toward her. It is as if their
message is confined within the gravitational grip of the Black
Hole, and cannot penetrate to the world at large. But often these
individuals are visionary thinkers, able to develop unique,
creative solutions to problems that have dogged others for years;
the difficulty can be in getting others to listen, understand, and
accept the truths they have to impart.

George W. Bush’s 9 Leo Mercury is exactly
conjoined a Black Hole, and makes a good example of the potential
problems that can arise, especially when the person afflicted with
this aspect just happens to be president of the United States.
Probably the most obvious manifestation of this energy on a
personal level is Bush’s speaking style, rife with malapropisms,
misplaced syntax, invented words, massacred grammar and punctuated
with a seemingly endless stream of “ums” and “uhs.” Black Hole
Mercury can be extremely persuasive and often enjoys superb
rhetorical gifts, as witness FDR, Adolf Hitler and Winston
Churchill, all of whom shared this placement. This is one type; the
other is more akin to retrograde Mercury, where the native simply
thinks, processes data, and expresses himself differently from the
norm (Churchill was a mix of both types - a brilliant orator, he
also stuttered). Some have diagnosed Bush as possibly dyslexic,
which would square well with his “Gentleman’s C” academic record
and the distorting qualities of the Black Hole.

Playing fast and loose with the truth is a
common Black Hole Mercury issue, one which has been laid at the
feet of the Bush administration on more than one occasion. Black
Hole Mercury tends toward a form of lying which is particularly
insidious, in that the native who owns one often does not think of
what he is doing as lying. Rather, he is expressing reality as he
sees it, from the altered perspective of his confines within the
Black Hole, and the parallel realities that opens him to. This may
or may not be based on objective facts in the real world we all
inhabit, but regardless, it is what the native experiences as
reality.

Sometimes this unique perspective leads to
breakthroughs in understanding from which we can all benefit; at
others, it leaves the native hopelessly isolated and out of touch
with his peers. Massaging or cherry-picking data to conform to a
preconceived worldview or support an already decided-upon policy
comes naturally to this type, who excels at denying inconvenient
facts and revisioning and repackaging conflicting information until
it becomes recycled as a supporting argument. This pattern of
twisting data and intelligence to fit policy goals can be traced
throughout the entire Bush administration, whether it be the flawed
intelligence about WMD which led us into Iraq, the purposeful
downplaying of the true costs of the Medicare drug benefit, or the
imminence of the fiscal crisis in social security, to promote its
agenda of privatization.

Many noted authors have Black Hole Mercury -
James Michener, famed for his ability to recreate historic periods
with great detail and accuracy, bringing these lost eras back to
life, has Mercury conjoined; Ernest Hemingway, with a Leo Mercury
in square to a Black Hole, captured all the drama and romance of
war, strife and struggle, and was one of the most popular authors
of his day. Sir Arthur Conan Doyle, creator of the world’s most
famous fictional detective, Sherlock Holmes, and Agatha Christie,
the most popular and prolific mystery writer of the twentieth
century, also shared Black Hole Mercury, Doyle’s in opposition,
Christie’s conjunct. Dramatists Eugene O’Neill and Tennessee
Williams, both with Mercury opposed a Black Hole, captured all the
angst and social turmoil of their generations, and altered the path
of American theater, granting it enhanced international respect and
prestige.

Educators, too, can be influenced by Black
Hole Mercury. Annie Sullivan, the brilliant governess who opened
the reality of language and communication to deaf and blind Helen
Keller, had Mercury conjunct a Black Hole; her famed pupil shared
that aspect, a moving testimony both to Black Hole Mercury’s
ability to limit or distort our senses, and to the resilience of
these natives, capable of rising above their limitations. Louis
Braille, creator of the alphabet for the blind, also had Mercury
conjoined a Black Hole.

Black Hole Venus often manifests as turmoil
or instability in romance and intimacy, as well as affecting other
traditional Venusian arenas such as fashion and art, beauty,
creative expression and personal finances. Establishing firm
foundations in love or finance can be difficult with this
placement, though for the native who perseveres, it’s possible to
find one’s soul mate, or reap windfall profits, though typically
there are quite a few frogs to be kissed on the path to true love,
and often unexpected expenditures equal or exceed even the largest
incomes. Michael Jackson, whose net worth peaked at approximately
$2 billion at the height of his career, died more than $400 million
in debt; his natal Venus was in exact square to a Black Hole, and
contributed greatly to his financial success in the creativity he
displayed, while simultaneously compromising his reputation in his
alleged romantic attraction for underage boys.

Elizabeth Taylor, Ingrid Bergman, and Sophia
Loren, all with Venus in square to a Black Hole, have all been
considered among the most beautiful women in the world, icons of
feminine pulchritude and grace; Taylor’s eight marriages and eight
divorces also speak to Black Hole Venus’ difficulties in forming
stable relationships. Fashion icons such as Gianni Versace, Oscar
de la Renta and Ralph Lauren (all with Venus opposed a Black Hole),
and supermodels such as Tyra Banks, Kate Moss, Cindy Crawford,
Heidi Klum (all with Venus opposed), Naomi Campbell (Venus in
square) and Christie Brinkley (Venus conjoined) are all vivid
examples of Black Hole Venus’ role in successful fashion careers,
where the Black Hole’s natural ability to present an image or
remake appearances is an obvious asset. Multi-billionaires Warren
Buffett (Venus opposed a Black Hole), Bill Gates (Venus in
semisquare) and Michael Bloomberg (Venus in square) illustrate the
enhanced ability of Black Hole Venus to attract massive amounts of
wealth. Conversely, the Great Wall Street Crash of 24 October 1929
saw Venus forming a T-Square with two Black Holes, and the current
severe economic downturn which gained critical mass on 15 September
2008 showed Venus in exact square to a Black Hole; both periods
signaled a rapid and devastating erosion or depletion of wealth,
consistent with the Black Hole’s tendency to take without mercy,
giving nothing in return.

Black Hole Mars evokes bizarre or extreme
manifestations constellating about Mars issues, such as anger or
aggression, death, sex, sports and athletics, military service and
war. It manifests as world-class athletes such as seven-time Tour
de France winner Lance Armstrong (Mars conjunct a Black Hole) and
record-setting Olympic swimmer Michael Phelps (Mars in square);
military leaders such as Dwight Eisenhower (Mars in square),
architect of victory in World War II, and William Westmoreland
(Mars in square), architect of defeat in Vietnam; sexpots such as
Marilyn Monroe (Mars in square) and Madonna (Mars conjunct);
bestial serial killers such as John Wayne Gacy (Mars in square) and
mass murderer Adolf Hitler (Mars conjunct), responsible for
millions of deaths.

George W. Bush’s natal Mars at 9 Virgo is
exactly conjoined a Black Hole, and this is another area of his
life where its effects can be clearly seen. Bush’s experience of
Black Hole Mars began early - when he was seven, his little sister
Robin, aged three, died of leukemia. This was the boy’s first brush
with death, and must have been traumatic and confusing in the
extreme, but the way his parents dealt with it has likely left
lasting scars. Basically, George Sr and Barbara ignored the event -
there was no funeral service for their daughter, and the day after
her passing, the bereaved parents went golfing. In essence, Bush’s
Black Hole Mars had absorbed Robin, leaving no trace. This total
lack of normal human response to this tragedy may have seriously
warped Bush’s psyche on the issue of death. Within a few years, he
was gleefully stuffing lighted firecrackers into live frogs,
tossing them in the air, and watching them explode; there were
other incidents with wild and domestic animals, involving BB guns.
This type of behavior is common in the youths of persons who would
later become serial killers, and although Bush has never personally
killed anyone, he has left an official trail of blood that rivals
many.

Black Hole Mars followed him to the
governorship of Texas, where in his six years there he approved the
execution of 152 men and women, an average of one every two weeks,
more than any other governor in Texas history. The wars in
Afghanistan and Iraq have added immeasurably to that tally, with
more than 4500 American servicemen and women killed, and perhaps as
many as 100,000 Iraqis. The financial drain on the US treasury for
these wars has been of truly Black Hole proportions, with expenses
of $2.3 billion per week and more than $830 billion already
invested; total costs, including health care for wounded veterans,
estimated to exceed $2 trillion. But there are not just these more
tangible costs to be considered: the Iraq War has generated an
immense amount of emotional energy, both in opposition and support.
The first war ever to be globally protested even before it began,
it became one of the primary rift factors in the American
electorate, and led to the torture, humiliation and sexual abuse
perpetrated at Abu Ghraib and Guantanamo.

Bush’s Vietnam military service is well
documented elsewhere, and this is not the place to recount it.
Suffice to say that his original acceptance and preferment to the
Texas National Guard, catapulted ahead of other better-qualified
but less well-connected candidates, as well as his mysterious and
never explained disappearance a year before his duty ended, both
qualify as Black Hole Mars manifestations par
excellence.

Black Holes and other deep space anomalies
form a vital part of the celestial fabric of our lives, the cosmic
warp and woof underpinning the more obvious manifestations of the
planets and asteroids of our own system. In the examples of
well-known celebrities cited above, and in George W. Bush’s life
story in particular, we’ve seen illustrated the types of energies
evoked by Black Hole activation, and the manifestations they
elicit. Most of us are fortunate enough to be gifted or afflicted
with less numerous deep space contacts, but their effects are still
to be noted daily, in our personal lives and the great events of
the wider world we inhabit.

With the stark quality of a lightning flash,
Black Holes as metaphor illuminate, and perhaps, define, the
culture of our times, a culture bearing a veneer of Judeo-Christian
good and evil; a culture that is resistant to change unless change
is forced by a "greater power," a culture that consumes without
reflection and devours without remorse; a culture that produces
less and less self-sufficient individuals, individuals whose daily
lives can be disrupted, spun slowly out of existence by
conglomorate beasts and tyrannical governments; a culture where
union (spiritual, sexual, or otherwise) feels like a descent into a
Black Hole. All this and more.

For astrologers, the challenge then is to
mine the metaphor. Whether or not the scientific cosmology of a
universe with a Black Hole at its center is to be believed, the
corresponding metaphor, the image of a transformational force,
invisible, yet powerful beyond belief, has emerged and cannot be
ignored. Our very existence in this time calls for interpretation,
introspection and reflection on the meaning of Black Holes. What
better place to start than with the impact of Black Holes on chart
and consciousness?

Turn the page and step carefully, ever so
carefully across the event horizon.

 



 GALACTIC
POINTS

Galactic Points
comprise several classes of Deep Space astrophysical anomalies
which are invisible to the naked eye, among them Black Holes,
Quasars, Pulsars and Masers. Along with the visible Fixed Stars
which have long been part of the astrological repertoire, Galactic
Points provide a superstructure of energy underpinning and
reinforcing the infrastructure of energies in our system which we
commonly reference as planets and asteroids. In fact, just as the
personal planets can be seen to have their reflections, or "higher
octaves," in the social planets and the transpersonal planets, so,
too, does this progression continue into an even higher order of
the music of the spheres, the octave which includes Galactic
Points.

Just as the Trans-Saturnian planets of our
own system are invisible to the naked eye, but no less significant
in their effects, so, too, do Galactic Points have at least as
great an impact on the human psyche as their visible stellar
cousins. And just like these Fixed Stars, Galactic Points transit
extremely slowly (a rough guide for measuring their movement would
be one minute of zodiacal longitude per year, or sixty years per
degree), providing constant points of reference for successive
generations, and an underlying framework upon which the planets'
dances attain a new meaning. For in addition to their interaction
with each other, the celestials in our system trigger the
activation of complex deep space energy shields and patterns
created by these Galactic Points, and provide us with a link to
energies which are always there in potential, but for a connection
to which, until recently, we could not hope to aspire. Essentially,
if the planets and asteroids of our system can be taken to
represent manifestations of the archetypal field, Galactics provide
access to the ideal forms which lie behind even the archetypes, and
which are, to us, a faceless and unchanging energy.

But what are galactics? Much more will be
said of their structure and effects, both in the birthchart and in
mundane events, but in brief, Black Holes act as interlocutors,
providing avenues of mediation into parallel universes, evoking
dramatic reversals of the status quo, conveying requests, and
occasionally, if strongly contacted in the chart, supplying
answers. Quasars, also known as "white holes," more commonly
provide the avenues for the manifestation of our requests, and are
indicative of lasting, pervasive change, while Pulsars provide
information and Masers act as high voltage energy transducers,
supplying the energies needed for transformation to occur.

The importance and potential of this field
should not be underestimated. Galactics may provide answers to the
questions regarding how we manifest reality into the physical, how
we create the circumstances of our lives and attract people and
events to us to further our growth or acknowledge and reinforce our
psychological life scripts, as well as how we enact change and
transformation. The mysteries of manifestation lie within their
grasp, and an understanding of their basic principles is an
understanding of our own role as the co-creators of our individual
realities.

Black Holes on an astrological level
represent the principle of transubstantiation, which is a literally
alchemical process necessary for true change to occur and manifest
itself in the physical. Where Pluto mutates the structure from a
cellular level, in a molecule-specific, cancerous type of way, his
higher octave the Black Holes are the guardians of the fluctuations
in the quantum process, where matter is first generated from pure
energy.

Black Holes depict areas of susceptibility
to dramatic, intense, sometimes violent and usually unsuspected
shifts in the status quo reality, shifts which may or may not be
permanent in the physical but which always leave their mark in
rite-of-passage-type situations which change the individual's
perceptions forever.

They further show points of energy influx,
or energy drain, in a chart and life, and aspects to them indicate
what areas of life are being sapped. [For example, a Sixth House
Mars aspecting a Second House Black Hole may find that a loss (BH)
in earnings (2) or a drain (BH) in personal finances (2) is a
direct result of health issues (6) or anger (Mars) expressed at
work (6). Diet (6) and exercise (Mars) routines may suffer, leading
to further low esteem issues (2).]

The cycle can be considered to be almost
endless, especially if the Black Hole is linked by aspect to a
Quasar, which could indicate where the energy which is drained from
the psyche rebounds into the chart. [To expand upon the
illustration above, if the Second House Black Hole further aspects
an Eleventh House Quasar, then feelings of low self esteem (2) may
prove a catalyst to activity with a twelve-step or self-help group
(11), or friends (11) may lend us money to get us through the
financial (2) crunch (BH).] Quasar contacts in themselves show
points where we are challenged to manifest our purest essence, our
most uniquely personal and yet intensely archetypal activation
(more, incarnation) of the planetary energy involved.

Quasars promote visibility, success and
achievement, the attaining of goals, and coming to prominence or
public notice and attention. Financial affluence being a leading
indicator of what our society deems success, we can see Quasars
showing prominently in the charts of individuals who head that
parade. Bill Gates, the world’s richest man, has Sun exactly
conjoined a Quasar, and Warren Buffet, second richest, has Sun
opposed. New York Mayor Michael Bloomberg, the richest man in
politics, has Sun conjoined a Quasar, and Tiger Woods, the first
pro athlete to amass more than a billion dollars, has Sun exactly
opposed a Quasar. America’s richest celebrity is Oprah Winfrey,
eighth richest woman in the country, with Sun sextile a Quasar, and
Madonna, the richest female singer, has Sun opposed. Michael
Jackson, the highest earning male solo artist of all time, had Sun
opposed a Quasar, and Harry Potter author JK Rowling, the
richest writer in the world, has Sun in trine.

Pulsars provide points where information
enters the system. Usually this is "felt" energy, "body knowledge,"
being in some sense packets or "quanta" of information which enter
pick-a-back upon the elementary particles, quarks and leptons,
etc., which modern science sees as the origin of matter. Very
often, however, there is actual intellectual knowledge or
experience which is imparted to us in some conventional manner, but
which we "know" has special relevance for us. In these instances
look to the types of persons or situations/interactions which are
typical of the House positing the aspected Pulsar. [In the case of
Pulsar contacts with celestials, the information can be a two way
street; this same Mars in aspect to a Twelfth House Pulsar may find
that fortune tellers (12) or hospital workers (also 12) both give
him valid information concerning his sex life (Mars), or that after
he works out (Mars) his dreams (12) are more vivid and charged with
useful images or actual information.]

Pulsars being informational in nature, and
often evoking newsworthy events, it’s not surprising that they also
show prominently in the charts of news personalities. CBS news
anchors Walter Cronkite, with Sun conjunct a Pulsar, and Dan
Rather, with Sun in square, top the list, which also includes ABC
anchors David Brinkley, who had Sun sextile a Pulsar, and Diane
Sawyer, with Sun also in square. NBC anchor Brian Williams has Sun
opposed a Pulsar, as does perennial favorite Barbara Walters.

Masers are least understood at this time,
and should be seen as points of high voltage intensity, "cosmic
cattle prods." They seem to have Black Hole affinities in that they
act as psychic catalytic energy converters
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