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Chapter 1 – The Wedding Ritual
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Five friends—Jack, Ken, Daniel, Cheng, and Seoul—were on their way to the wedding party of their close friend. The celebration was being held at a distant place called the Valley of Joy. Since it was far from the city, they decided to take a shortcut through the forest roads to save time. 

After a long drive, Jack pulled the car over and stepped out, saying he needed to use the bathroom in the woods. The others waited in the car, chatting and laughing. 

But when Jack came back, his laughter froze in his throat. The car was empty 

“Ken? Seoul? Jason? Cheng? Where are you?” Jack shouted, panic rising in his chest.“It’s no time for jokes—we’re already late!” 

The forest answered only with silence. Jack’s voice cracked as he screamed again, but before he could finish, a figure appeared in front of him. 

A woman. 

She was dressed in red and white, her gown swaying gently as if caught in an invisible breeze. Her eyes—strikingly blue and impossibly deep—locked onto Jack’s. His body stiffened, unable to move. He felt as if her gaze had tied him in invisible chains. 

In a calm, almost sweet voice, the woman asked,“Can I come with all of you?” 

Jack’s lips trembled, but the words slipped out on their own: 

“Yeah... you can.”

Just then, his friends suddenly appeared from behind the car, laughing. They had tried to scare him as a prank. But the moment they 

saw Jack’s frozen expression, they stopped. His face looked empty, entranced, as if he were under a spell. 

The group climbed back into the car, trying to shake off the unease, and continued toward the Valley of Joy. But before long, the car shuddered and came to a stop on the roadside. 

“What now?” Daniel groaned. 

Ken leaned forward.“Jack, you’ve been acting weird. Maybe you should rest for a while.” 

Jack turned to him slowly, his voice low and chilling. 

“Don’t worry. Later... we’re all going to take a deep sleep. For a long time.” 

The others exchanged nervous glances, unsettled by his words. Ken got out, checked under the hood, and managed to fix the problem. Without speaking further, he started the car again, and they drove on into the night toward the Valley of Joy.
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​Chapter 2 - The Arrival 
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Ken was driving when he suddenly slammed on the brakes. The car screeched, throwing everyone forward in their seats. 

“What happened?” Daniel groaned, rubbing his forehead. 

Ken exhaled and said calmly,“We’ve arrived. This is the place.” 

Relieved, they climbed out of the car and started unloading their bags. But as Ken pulled his suitcase from the trunk, his eyes caught something strange. Across the road, a woman stood quietly, watching him, lips moving as if she were calling his name. 

Ken blinked hard and turned away, ignoring it. Probably just my 

imagination, he told himself. 


The group walked into the small house they had rented near the venue. Each of them went to their rooms, changed into 


fresh clothes, and then headed out to the wedding party.

The moment they entered, they were welcomed with warmth and cheer. Laughter, music, and the glow of lights filled the Valley of Joy. For a while, they forgot the unsettling moments of the journey. 

Soon, they met their friend Klaus, the groom, and his bride, Amicia. She looked radiant in her wedding dress, a vision of elegance. 

But as Jack’s eyes fell on her, his blood ran cold. His face drained of color. He stepped closer and whispered, trembling, 

“Wait... I know you. You were in the forest. Red and white dress... blue eyes... It was you.” 

Everyone turned to him in surprise. 

Jason quickly forced a laugh and put his arm around Jack.“Ignore him, he’s exhausted. Didn’t get enough sleep, that’s all.”

He pulled Jack outside and whispered harshly,“What are you doing, man? You can’t just say things like that. I know the drive was long and you’re tired, but that doesn’t mean you can start accusing the bride. Do you even realize what you just said?” 

Jack tried to protest, but Jason shook his head and walked back inside, leaving him standing alone in the cold air. 

The wedding continued joyfully. Everyone smiled, danced, and 

celebrated, but Jack couldn’t shake the unease in his chest. He kept glancing at Amicia, convinced that he had seen her before. 

Later that night, when the party ended, the friends returned to their rented house. One by one, they went to their rooms, exhausted. The house soon grew quiet. 

But as they settled in, they noticed something strange— 

Ken was missing
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