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Sextus Julius Frontinus compiled his book
into four logical main chapters: Before the Battle, During the
Battle, and After the Battle and On Discipline. For now we will
focus on Book 1, Before the Battle. This section is for the the
guidance of a commander in matters to be attended to before
battle:
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 INTRODUCTION

The foundation of every state is the
education of its youth. Diogenes

Two men, two generals, two countries, two
cultures, one ambition.

How fortunate are we that both Julius
Frontinus and Sun Tzu recorded their hard learned and surely at
times bitter experiences with conflict, war and battles. Doubly so
when it seems that they recorded their thoughts for the exact same
reason, to educate those who followed.

Each book is brilliant and both have its
flaws. Stratagems as a collection of real life generals, commanders
and battles is a must for every library dealing with war and
conflict. This book brings reveals that war is not something to be
played at or taken for granted. However while we can read how a
commander or general achieved their victories, Stratagems does not
really record what elements, key moves, thoughts, actions, planning
etc produced either victory or defeat. .

The Art of War, on the other hand, details
the intangibles that achieve victory however lacks the personal or
real life instances. As a result the book is at times hard to
understand or relate to real life situations.

Together, real life and the theory combine
for powerful, revealing and inspiring insights for achieving
achieve victory and success.

From which point of view is the maxim from
Sun Tzu based? Does the maxim apply to why the victory was achieved
or does it apply to the loser because it was not applied? This is
just another challenge for the reader.

Frontinus created a collection of
illustrative stories of actual general in actual battles where men
and women lived and died. He was a general, governor and a consul.
He is well qualified to judge what went into book about war to
inspire and guide the young officers in the ranks of the Roman
army.

Sun Tzu was a Chinese general, military
strategist, writer, and philosopher during the period in Chinese
history as the later Warring States period. The books original
title is widely believed to be Bin-Fa, military matters. Sun Tzu
wrote more in a philosophical style that creates problems for
modern readers who know nothing about the times in which he
lived.

Battles consist of the tangible and the
intangible. That which can be seen and that which cannot be seen.
It is the test of a great leader and commander to be able to
understand what can’t be seen by what he can see. In essence we can
say that Frontinus wrote about the tangible and Sun Tzu wrote about
the intangible. Together they offer a breathtaking insight to
winning battles, avoiding conflict, leadership, tactics and so much
more. Strategemata and the Art of War are perfect companion books.
If you own one, you need to own the other to achieve the best
understanding of both books. Frontinus tells you what happened. Sun
Tzu gives you a chance to understand why the result came about.
Both books are extensive but not exhaustive.

Not all maxims of both books are used as
in some cases there is no direct correlation between specific Sun
Tzu maxims and Frontinus examples. The examples that follow a maxim
displays that maxim in a slightly or vastly different situation.
They demonstrate the versatility of the maxims in the Art of War.
This highlights the reasons the Art of War is so difficult to
master. Applying the philosophies of Sun Tzu to open up many levels
of the examples collected by Frontinus is most beneficial. The
examples of Frontinus open up the maxims of Sun Tzu.

Imagine that the maxims in the Art of War
is the mind and soul of a commander while the examples of
Strategemata are the flesh that can be used to bring the words and
lessons to life. In the case of the Art of War, there are times
that two maxims must be read as one to reap the most of the
principle or point being made. So usually there will be just one
AOW maxim and at other times there may be two or more.

The maxims and examples are listed in
order of appearance in each book, not importance as pertaining to
an example. The level of importance is for the reader to determine.
In this there is no right or wrong, just the individuals
understanding. The following paragraphs are nothing more than a
doorway or trigger to a deeper or better understanding to both
books.

The numerical references for the Art of
War maxims are very simple. 3.11 refers to the chapter and then
verse. The references to passages from the Strategemata, Book III
II.6, refers to the book, chapter and verse. Again let me say that
the maxims and verses are listed numerically and not in any order
of importance. It is left to the reader to determine the importance
of each and how the stories of from the Strategemata illustrate the
maxims of from the Art of War.

While it is generally accepted that Book
Four of the Strategemata was written by a different author then
Julius Frontinus, examples are included as the whole purpose of the
exercise is align maxims of the Art of War beside real life
examples from the Strategemata to illuminate the reader. So the
authorship is not a vital point in this regard only. Your
understanding is everything.

Strategemata expounds a philosophy on war
similar to the Art of War. At times it is also worthwhile to
compare the chapter titles of each book where the maxims and
examples come from. The example of Marcus Porcius Cato in Book I.I.
On Concealing One's Plans, are better understood after reading
maxims from Chapter II. Waging war, Chapter III. Attack by
stratagem, Chapter VI. Weak points and strong and Chapter VII.
Maneuvering of the Art of War. Knowledge is strength, understand is
power.

While examples are used to demonstrate the
essence and practicality of a Sun Tzu maxim, there will be examples
that demonstrate the exact opposite of this meaning. Was victory
won by the use of a specific maxim or was defeat suffered by the
lack of use? If the maxim was employed by both sides, which side
used it better? This is a deliberate effort to encourage the reader
to consider all sides of the message the maxim is offering. Other
times a situation will be offered that most may not have thought
appropriate. It may take time to understand the link between the
maxim and the example, however there is and it is worth the time to
discover this link. There are also passages that highlight the less
then positive consequences of following a maxim in the Art of
War.

One of the reasons the Art of War is so
difficult to master is that there are so many angles, outcomes and
situations to consider. This is the main reason why it is my belief
the Art of War is a philosophy and not a manual.

So we are dealing with two war
philosophies from two very different yet uncannily similar cultures
from two thousand years ago. The lessons of these giants have stood
the test of time.

Now it is the time for you to benefit from
their efforts and yours.


THE TWO GENERALS

Sextus
Julius Frontinus (c. 40 – 103 AD) was a prominent
Roman General, Governor, Consul three times and civil engineer in
the late 1st century AD.

Julius Frontinus saw both sides of war. As
a General under the command of Quintus Petillius Cerialis in
suppressing the Gallic revolt of Gaius Julius Civilis. He succeeded
Cerialis as governor of Britain (73/74–77 AD). While governor he
subdued the Silures, a tribe in southeast Wales;

In 97 AD, the new Emperor Nerva appointed
him superintendent of the aqueducts (curator aquarum) in Rome.

 Sun Tzu was a Chinese general, military
strategist, writer and philosopher. His life is not recorded in
detail as with Frontinus. Historians accept that he lived around
544–496 BC. The historian Sima Qian of the Han dynasty and other
historians believe him a minister to King Helü of Wu during the
later Warring States period.

A debate carries on as to whether the Art
of War is a manual on war or a philosophy on warfare. This author
leans more towards the thirteen chapters outlining a philosophy
more than being a manual of warfare. When more chapters are found,
the debate may be laid to rest on way or the other.

Each chapter explains one distinct aspect
of warfare. For almost 1,500 years it was the lead text in an
anthology that would be formalized as the Seven Military Classics
by Emperor Shenzong of Song in 1080.

The Art of War remains the most
influential strategy text in East Asian warfare. The profound
influence on both Eastern and Western military thinking, business
tactics, legal strategy and beyond cannot be underestimated.

 Lionel
Giles (1875 –1958) was a British sinologist, writer, and
philosopher. He served as assistant curator at the British Museum
and Keeper of the Department of Oriental Manuscripts and Printed
Books. Lionel Giles is most notable for his 1910 translation of The
Art of War by Sun Tzu and The Analects of Confucius.

This is the translation used for this
book. Free copies are available for download online.







 STRATAGEMS BOOK
I.I.

On Concealing One's Plans

Book I.I.1.

Marcus Porcius Cato believed that, when
opportunity offered, the Spanish cities which he had subdued would
revolt, relying upon the protection of their walls.

He therefore wrote to each of the cities,
ordering them to destroy their fortifications, and threatening war
unless they obeyed forthwith. He ordered these letters to be
delivered to all cities on the same day.

Each city supposed that it alone had
received the commands; had they known that the same orders had been
sent to all, they could have joined forces and refused
obedience.
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