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			French writer

			
					Born in Boulogne-Billancourt (France) in 1970.

					Notable works:	Someone I Loved (2002), novel

	95 Pounds of Hope (2002), novel

	Hunting and Gathering (2004), novel




			

			Anna Gavalda grew up in the region of Eure-et-Loir in northern France, and holds a Master’s degree in Literature from the Sorbonne University in Paris. She is divorced with two children, and has had a varied career over the years, working as a French teacher, a veterinary assistant and a magazine columnist at various intervals. In 1992, she won the France Inter Competion for Most Beautiful Love Letter, and then started trying to get her work published after also winning a number of short story contests. Her first published work was a short story collection titled I Wish Someone Were Waiting for Me Somewhere, which was first released in 1999 and won the Grand Prix RTL-Lire. This was just the beginning of a highly successful writing career that has even led to two of her novels (Someone I Loved, 2002, and Hunting and Gathering, 2004) being adapted into films.

		


		
			I Wish Someone Were Waiting for Me Somewhere

			The struggles of everyday life

			
					Genre: short story collection

					Reference edition: Gavalda, A. (2003) I Wish Someone Were Waiting for Me Somewhere. Trans. Marker, K. L. New York: Penguin.

					1st edition: 1999

					Themes: love, daily life, death, hope

			

			Each of the 12 short stories in this collection depicts a slice of life. Although some of the stories are more dynamic than others, they are all deeply moving, and explore the ways that the hope of happiness can be thwarted by both immense tragedy and the most mundane aspects of everyday life. Gavalda has a gift for crafting characters who are just ordinary people living normal lives (though they are never boring), and then whisking them out of their comfort zone and steering them towards an unexpected fate. In this way, she is able to portray the sensitive side of humanity in a way that readers can profoundly identify with.

		


		
			Summary

			In this section, each of the 12 short stories in the collection has been summarised briefly. Although the collection covers a wide range of topics, most of the stories focus on the themes of love, everyday life, or a combination of the two.

			Courting Rituals of the Saint-Germain-des-Prés

			A young woman has a chance encounter with a charming man on the Boulevard Saint-Germain in Paris, and he asks her to have dinner with him. They agree to meet each other in a small restaurant that evening, and everything seems to be going perfectly until the man’s phone rings. He is polite enough to ignore it at that moment, but when they have finished their meal and everything seems to suggest that an epic love story is about to unfold, the man surreptitiously glances at his phone to see who was calling him. This deals a hefty blow to the woman’s pride, and she cannot help wondering why he is so much more interested in this little machine than in her.

			Pregnant

			From the moment the protagonist of this short story realises that she is pregnant, she is unable to think about anything other than her future child. During the sixth month of her pregnancy, she goes for a routine medical check-up, at which point the doctors discover that the foetus is dead, meaning that they will have to perform an abortion. Although she is devastated by this bombshell, she attends a wedding shortly afterwards, where a woman she does not know approaches her with a smile, places her hands on her still-swollen stomach and asks “May I? They say it brings luck” (p. 30).

			This Man and This Woman

			A wealthy couple are driving a sports car to their country house; their life seems utterly idyllic, but they are both wrapped up in their own thoughts, and do not exchange a single word. The man is annoyed because the wiper fluid does not work properly, and then his thoughts turn towards his shapely secretary, the renovations they have carried out on the country house and the undisciplined caretakers looking after it. Meanwhile, the woman is thinking about the fact that she has never been able to have children, and the pretty suit she saw in a shop window. For them, life is long, loveless and tedious.

			The Opel Touch

			Marianne is a student in a Parisian suburb, and also works part time in a clothes shop. She is single, and her life is starting to feel a bit monotonous because of this lack of romance. One evening, she goes to a bar with some of her friends, and the lack of excitement in her life starts to seriously bother her. She is approached by a rude man who keeps staring at her chest, which drives her to leave the bar in tears and call her sister, who comes to pick her up in her car. While they are in the bar’s car park, they see a man they used to know whom they nicknamed “Teflon Pan” because he never wanted to stick around. When they see that he is now the proud owner of a customised Opel Touch, they both burst out laughing. Marianne then confides in her sister about her overwhelming desire for love, and her sister replies, “Oh well, we’re in deep now” (p. 46).

			Amber

			A popular singer who spends all his time taking drugs and having one-night stands meets and falls in love with a young photographer called Amber, who has joined him on tour to take photographs of him onstage. After the concerts, she shows him the photographs she has taken, in which the only parts of him that can be seen are his hands: 

			“My hands on guitar strings, my hands around the mike, […] my hands holding a cigarette, my hands touching my face, my hands signing autographs, my hands feverish, my hands beseeching, my hands throwing kisses, and my hands shooting up, too. Big, thin hands with veins like little rivers. […] ‘I took your hands because that’s the only thing about you that’s not falling apart.’” (pp. 56-57)

			Leave

			A young man returns home on leave from the military for his birthday, and is reunited with his brother Marc, whose achievements have always overshadowed his own, and Marie, Marc’s girlfriend. When they were younger, all three of them had taken part in a sailing course together, and the protagonist remembers everything about Marie perfectly, because he is actually hopelessly in love with her. As the evening draws on and everyone gets increasingly intoxicated, the two brothers challenge each other to a game of foosball, with a twist: whoever wins the match also wins Marie. Marc wins, and his brother is distraught. He stays in the living room, intending to sleep there, and hears a noise later that night: it is Marie, wearing nothing but wrapping paper, who has decided to be his birthday present.

			Lead Story

			Nine people have been killed and dozens more have been injured in a car accident caused by a man reversing down the motorway to get back to an exit he missed. This man is also the narrator of the story; he is married with children, and is forced to spend a great deal of the day on the road because of his job. When he realises that he was responsible for the accident, he confesses everything to his wife, who forbids him to turn himself in. He then spends the night writing about the incident in an attempt to clear his head and get a better idea of what happened.

			Catgut

			A vet who has recently moved to a rural area of Normandy is forced to deal with sexism from the locals on a daily basis. One night, she receives an emergency call which turns out to be a hoax: a group of drunken men are waiting for her, and she is brutally gang-raped by them. When they have finished, she puts them to sleep using a cocktail of plum brandy and ketamine, then castrates them all in turn, and grafts the most violent man’s testicles to the skin just above his Adam’s apple. The next day, she leaves her dogs with her neighbour and waits at home for the police.

			Junior

			Alexander Devermont, better known as Junior, lives the charmed life of those born into the lap of luxury. The summer after he turns 20, he meets and befriends Franck, whose father is a rich farmer. They are both invited to a party for all of the poshest young people in the area, but they do not own a car that they consider suitable for the occasion. After a long argument, Franck eventually convinces Alexander to borrow his father’s Jaguar without permission. On their way back from the party, the two young men, who are both quite tipsy, see an enormous boar in the road. Believing it to be dead, they decide to bring it home with them and haul it into the back seat of the car, but the boar was only unconscious, and starts wrecking the sports car when it wakes up. Franck calls the fire brigade, who soon arrive on the scene and use a bazooka to kill the frenzied animal, destroying what was left of the Jaguar in the process. The story is likely to make the headlines of all the local newspapers, which will come as a tremendous blow to Junior’s father, who is a fervent supporter of hunting and seemed to be on the cusp of a tremendous victory against the Green Party, who want to establish a natural park in the area. In fact, it is likely to be such a catastrophe that the two young men start to view the smouldering wreck in the middle of the road as a comparatively minor problem.

			For Years

			Despite being happily married with two children and having a successful career, the man at the heart of this story has been haunted by the memory of the woman he fell hopelessly in love with when he was younger for the past 26 years. One day, he receives a phone call from her, and she says that she wants to see him because she does not have long to live. They meet in a sinister little town and realise that they are both still deeply in love with each other, but they are also overwhelmed with despair as they know that their love is powerless in the face of death, which will soon tear them apart.

			Clic-Clac

			Olivier lives in a flat in Paris with his two sisters, and is infatuated with his colleague Sarah Briot. One evening, he and his sisters are hosting a party at their home when one of his sisters starts making a scene after finding some lingerie in his room, which he had bought in the hope of being able to give it to Sarah one day. After she shows the lingerie to all the guests, Olivier is humiliated and decides to move out, and Sarah comes over to visit shortly afterwards. As they are sitting together on Olivier’s recently purchased Clic-Clac, he starts thinking about how he does not know how to unfold it, and how his sisters would tease him if they could see him right now. This thought brings a smile to Olivier’s face, and Sarah chooses that moment to kiss him.

			Epilogue

			An aspiring author submits her short stories to a publisher based in Paris, who invites her to the publishing house’s headquarters a few months later. When she arrives, she realises that he really only wanted to meet her out of curiosity, and has no intention of publishing her work. Her hopes dashed, the would-be writer is so overwhelmed by emotion that her life momentarily comes to a standstill, before returning to normal shortly afterwards.
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