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A great animal photography tip for beginners is to become familiar with the animals you want to photograph. For the best shots, get very close to your subject. A close-up shot of a subject is a great way to really capture it - adding soul and character to the image in front of the camera. While the best approach is to get close to the subject, this is not always possible in the wild as the animal may move away from you or feel threatened and attacked.
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Introduction to Wildlife Photography 

For those who like to get back into nature, wildlife photography can be a very therapeutic and rewarding genre, but be warned - patience is required! Animals (especially wild animals) won't stand where you want them to, won't respond to your commands, and they're often moving so quickly that it's hard to focus. In this guide, we'll tell you everything you need to know to start taking animal photos!
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Want to take beautiful, powerful, and captivating images of wildlife? As a wildlife photographer, let me share my secrets with you. It doesn’t matter if you are a beginner or advanced if you’re looking to take your photography skills further than they’ve ever gone before then read on!
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Taking pictures of animals in the outdoors can be an exciting way to experience nature, but it can also be challenging to get really great shots. To capture beautiful images of animals, it first helps to have an understanding of fundamental photography concepts. Once you have the fundamentals down, there are several things you can do to improve your chances of getting that great wildlife shot. 
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A Steady Camera for Moving Wildlife: In this image, the background and surroundings should be sharp, as your subject, the animal, is blurred. A subject that’s too blurred almost disappears in the frame, while an image not blurred enough looks out of focus. It’s a balancing act and a tricky method to get right.
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Photographing an animal at busy times of the day will lend you excellent shots as they are engaged with some action constantly. Therefore, as a photographer, you need to observe them closely to understand their activity timeline. This will help you know when they are ready for action, and you can be present at that time of the day to capture that decisive moment. Additionally, you can seek the aid of online resources to learn more about your subject’s behavior. This way, you can land up with an excellent image. 
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Pangolins
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All eight pangolin species that once thrived in the wild are now in rapidly declining numbers. 
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Threatened by illegal wildlife trade and poaching, we work to save pangolins and increase their numbers - so they remain part of a vibrant and balanced world of wildlife and biodiversity.
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Due to heavy hunting and dramatic population declines over the past 15 years, the Chinese and Malayan pangolin species are currently listed as critically endangered. Unfortunately, this decline is expected to continue at a rate of 50% over the next 15 years. As these species declined, demand began to affect other species of pangolins. Therefore, they are all threatened with extinction in the near future.
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Pangolins are also unique in another way, as they have more vertebrae than any other animal. The species that are arboreal (white- and black-bellied, Indian, Philippine and Sunda pangolins) have semi-prehensile tails for climbing trees. Females use their tails to carry their young, too. The black-bellied pangolin's tail has 46 or 47 vertebrae - the most of any animal.
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The pangolin is an unusual mammal found in Africa and Asia. These nocturnal creatures are covered in hard scales, which act as armor against predators. 
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When threatened, pangolins can quickly roll up into a tight ball, using their scales as protection. This makes them very difficult for predators to eat.
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Pangolins don’t lay eggs. Males and females mate once a year, and the females give birth to between one and three offspring at a time. 
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Baby pangolins (also known as pangopups) are born covered in soft, white scales that harden after a couple of days. A baby pangolin will ride on its mother’s back by clinging to her scales.
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The only time pangolins spend time together is when they mate and bear young. Some pangolin fathers will stay in the den until the single offspring is independent. Babies are born with soft scales that harden after two days, but they will ride on their mothers’ tails until they’re weaned at about three months.
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Oryx
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The oryx is a large african antelope that is renowned for its speed and endurance.
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The scimitar antelope is also known as the scimitar antelope or the Sahara antelope. It has been thought to be extinct in the wild since 2000, but conservationists are working to reintroduce it to its natural habitat. 
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It is a desert-adapted antelope species that was previously found in abundance throughout North Africa.
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Also known as the Gemsbok (although its range spans Namibia, Botswana, and southern Angola), the Gemsbok is the only species of antelope that is not endangered, endangered, or extinct in the wild. 
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It is the largest species in the genus, with males measuring about 1.2 m at the shoulder and weighing up to 240 kg.
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The scimitar-horned oryx is also known as the scimitar oryx or the Sahara oryx. It has been considered extinct in the wild since 2000, but conservationists are working to reintroduce them to their native habitats. 
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It is a kind of antelope that is adapted for desert living, and the species used to be found in large numbers across all of Northern Africa.
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Also known as the South African oryx (though its range extends across Namibia, Botswana and southern Angola), the gemsbok is the only oryx that is not vulnerable, endangered, or extinct in the wild. 

[image: image]

It is the largest species of the genus, with males standing about 1.2m at the shoulder and weighing up to 240kg.
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The oryx has a black-and-white coat that helps it hide from predators.
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Those long oryx horns come in handy for protection from predators (lions, leopard, and hyenas). If threatened, oryx display a unique behavior: standing sideways to appear larger. If this fails to intimidate the enemy, they use their horns to defend or attack.
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Like others in the hippotraginae sub-family such as sable, roan and addax, the scimitar-horned oryx has a black and white face mask. In this species the black tends to fade to brown with age. They have white coats with rusty brown necks and chests that helps reflect the hot desert sun. They have broad flat hooves that prevent sinking into sand, thus enabling proficient travel in the desert sand dunes. Their most distinctive features are the two long, curved scimitar or sickle-shaped horns possessed by both sexes. These impressive horns can reach 3-4 feet (100-125 cm) in length and are very thin and prone to breaking. Scimitar-horned oryx are very well-suited to desert life with several physiological adaptations which allow them to go without drinking water for months at a time. Specialized kidneys prevent urinary water loss, while perspiration is minimized by elevating body temperature to a maximum of 46.5o C (116o F).
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Common Warthog
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Though warthogs appear ferocious, they are basically grazers. 
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They eat grasses and plants, and also use their snouts to dig or “root” for roots or bulbs. When startled or threatened, warthogs can be surprisingly fast, running at speeds of up to 30 miles an hour.
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The common warthog is a species of wild pig native to Africa. 
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They are commonly seen in Africa’s open grasslands but also seek out denser vegetation. Warthogs can also survive in desert fringes. Check out the warthog exhibit in the African Journey section of The Maryland Zoo.
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Warthogs are animals with big heads with padded bumps on each side and four sharp tusks.
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They are dark brown in color and mostly bald, but they do have a thick mane that runs from their head to the middle of their back. They also have tiny, tufted tails that stand straight up in the air when they run. Learn about the ugliest animals on earth here.
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Lions, cheetahs, leopards, painted dogs, hyenas, and eagles all like to snack on a warthog when they get a chance. Warthogs have longer legs than other swine. This allows them to run away from these potential predators, reaching speeds of up to 34 miles (55 kilometers) per hour. When humans get out of bed, they often stumble along, rubbing their eyes to wake up. Warthogs don’t have the luxury of waking up slowly. When they leave their burrow, they must dash out at top speed in case any predators are waiting for
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