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A Word of Encouragement
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As you read these short stories, my heart's desire and prayer is that the good Lord will minister to you. 

The scriptures say that you should give all your worries and cares to God, for He cares about you. You also have an assurance that He who has started a good work in you is faithful to complete it.

I want to encourage you to lay your challenges, your struggles, all your cares and fears at the feet of our Father, and as you do so, I know that He will come through for you. He will perform wonders and do miraculous works that your human mind simply cannot comprehend. Do not underestimate or let go of the words and promises He has placed in your heart. He will change your name from "barren" to "fruitful woman", fill your home with the sound of joyous children and cause many to rejoice with you.

As you read this book, you will see that each vessel turned around their barren situation by going to God in prayer and receiving an answer to their petition by faith. Everyone's journey will most likely differ, but as you speak the word of God in faith and keep your gaze fixed on Him, you will surely see a manifestation of His faithfulness. Remember, God makes everything beautiful in His time.

The children that God gave to these vessels were all destined for greatness. I pray that the Lord will see you as good custodians of His gift, and as you train your children up in His ways, they will fulfil the great calling upon their lives. 

God has created we women to be helpmates for our husbands. He has invested great power in us, and we must use it wisely; we should never be in a hurry to make decisions or suggestions, and we should never underestimate God and the power in His word. Our Father is mighty and faithful to bring what He said to pass even when it seems impossible.

I know that it will not always be easy, but try not to focus on what you might be going through. Fix your gaze solely on God. Take it to Him in prayer with thanksgiving in your heart and rest assured that He will never let you down!

#faithfulGod
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Sarah
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(Genesis 12:1-3; 15:17-21; 16:1-3, 15; 17:1-22; 21:1-3)
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One day the Lord appeared to Abram. He told him that he would be a father of many nations and promised to make his name great. God established a covenant with Abram and assured him that He would always be with him. Sarai loved her husband and knowing that she was barren, she gave her maid Hagar to him to give him a child, but God had other plans.

As part of this covenant, God told Abram that he and his wife Sarai would have a child and that the child would be called Isaac, the one through whom the covenant would be established. God also changed their names; Abram to Abraham and Sarai to Sarah. I believe this ushered in a new season for the couple. A new season in our lives ushers in new things; change, elevation, promotion, progression.

Both Abraham and Sarah laughed when God said they would have a child because of their ages; Abraham was 100 years old, and Sarah was 90. But then, God's ways are not our ways (2 Peter 3:8 NLT), and as promised, the aged couple were blessed with a son, a covenant child. They named him Isaac, meaning laughter.

God can use anyone regardless of who they are, where they come from or how old they are. He turns circumstances and situations around to showcase His power and manifest His glory. God does this through His children to help others grow in confidence and build faith in His word.
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LESSONS

Sarah...

...loved her husband and submitted to him

...was beautiful and could influence her husband

...was quick to make decisions, and harsh and jealous when things did not go her way. (We should learn to stay calm when making decisions and not blame others when things are not going our way)

...initially did not have faith that she could bear a child, but her confidence grew as she believed the promise of God

...witnessed the manifestation of God's word in the birth of Isaac

...was the mother of many nations
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PRAYER

Heavenly Father, help me not to make decisions in haste. Help me make the right decisions and give the right advice. I pray that I will have my eyes fixed on You and that my trust will always be in You. Please help my faith in You to stand firm, and give me the grace to wait patiently for the manifestation of Your word.

Father, give me a listening ear so that I can hear Your voice at all times Lord. Use me for Your glory and showcase Your power through my life. Let me always find favour with You. Thank you, Father, for Your love and making me a custodian of Your children who You have blessed with great destinies. I will bless your name at all times, in Jesus' name. Amen
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Hannah
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(1 Samuel 1)
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Hannah was married to Elkanah. She was his second wife. Elkanah loved Hannah a lot, and each time they went to Shiloh, he would give her a double portion of the sacrifice because Hannah was barren. Peninnah, Elkanah's first wife, regularly taunted Hannah because of her infertility. Understandably, Hannah was sad; she found herself weeping a lot and eating very little.

Finally, Hannah could take it no more. The scriptures recall that one day after eating a sacrificial meal at Shiloh with the rest of the family, Hannah got up and went to spend time alone with God in prayer. Hannah was in so much pain that she could not even pray aloud. As she prayed silently, Hannah made a vow to God: She would give her child to serve the Lord if the Lord granted her request for a child.

Eli, the Priest, saw her and thought she was drunk. Hannah explained that she was not drunk but depressed and that she was simply pouring out her heart to God. Eli then told Hannah to go in peace and asked God to grant her request. Hannah left believing, and the rest is history. She was blessed with a son named Samuel, and she fulfilled her vow by taking him to the Lord's house in Shiloh.

There are times when we go through challenges and trials that are so painful, times when even though our lips are moving, our prayer is silent. Be assured, God hears!
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LESSONS

Hannah...

...was a woman of faith

...was persistent in the place of prayer; she never gave up

...prayed silently, but the Lord heard

...was committed to serving God

...fulfilled her vow to God
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PRAYER

Father, I thank You for who You are to me. Help me grow in faith, knowing that your ears are attentive to my cry as I pour my heart out to You like water before Your throne. In all the challenges and trials I face, please help me see myself as the fruitful vessel You love so dearly. 

Father, give me the strength and grace to wait on You and fulfil the vows I make. Help me to learn how to delight myself in Your presence and not be consumed with my needs. Father, I thank you for the manifestation of Your promises. Thank You for answered prayers, in Jesus' name. Amen
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Elizabeth
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(Luke 1:8-37)
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Zachariah was a Priest, and Mary's cousin (mother of Jesus). Elizabeth was his wife. Elizabeth was considered to be barren as she did not have any children, and both she and Zachariah were old. 

One day an angel called Gabriel appeared to Zachariah in the temple and told him that God had heard the couple's prayer. Zachariah and Elizabeth would have a child, and they would name him John. Angel Gabriel told him how glad and happy they and many others would be when their child was born! John would be great in the Lord's sight. He must not drink any wine or strong drink. From his very birth, he would be filled with the Holy Spirit. He would bring back many of the people of Israel to the Lord their God. He would go ahead of the Lord, strong and mighty like the prophet Elijah to the way of thinking of the righteous; he would get the Lord's people ready for him.

Once Elizabeth found out she was pregnant, she stayed away and said, "He has taken away my public disgrace!" Angel Gabriel, who had earlier told Zachariah they would have a child then appeared to Mary and said to her that she would have a child, the Son of God. He told Mary that Elizabeth was six months pregnant, even though she was very old.There is nothing that God cannot do!

In Elizabeth's case, we clearly see that God does not work with man's timing
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