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    To Pam as always.

      

    

In this study in Exodus, all scripture is from the King James Bible, and all commentary references are from Matthew Henry’s Commentary.  The study is my understanding by God’s guidance of what this book says to us as Christians today.
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Chapter 1
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Exodus 1:1 says, Now these are the names of the children of Israel, which came into Egypt; every man and his household came with Jacob.  We are once again giving a brief listing of Jacob's sons.  Verse two says, Reuben, Simeon, Levi, and Judah,  Verse three adds, Issachar, Zebulun, and Benjamin,  Then verse four concludes, Dan, and Naphtali, Gad, and Asher.  These were all the sons of Israel to come into Egypt at that time, because Joseph was already there.  Verse five declares, And all the souls that came out of the loins of Jacob were seventy souls: for Joseph was in Egypt already.  There were a total of seventy descendants of Israel at that time.  This was still not many to fulfill God's promise to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, since it was a continuing promise that did not stop with Abraham.  Salvation through Christ is also a continuing promise that did not stop just with those who physically walked and talked with Christ.  Verse six states, And Joseph died, and all his brethren, and all that generation.  Joseph and all of his generation died while they were still in Egypt.  Joseph lived most of his life as a slave in a strange land, since Egypt was certainly not the Promised Land.  No matter where we live today, we are strangers in a strange land until Christ returns again, and unless we accept Christ as our Savior and Lord, we are slave to sin.  If we are in a better country than most, it is not because we deserve it more, but because God has blessed us more and I believe expects us to use what He has blessed us with for His glory and the advancement of His kingdom.  Verse seven adds, And the children of Israel were fruitful, and increased abundantly, and multiplied, and waxed exceeding mighty; and the land was filled with them.  God's promise was finally coming to pass.  The number of the Israelites increased abundantly and the land was filled with them.  Still, they were foreigners in the eyes of the Egyptians, just as we as followers of Christ will always be foreigners in this world.  Verse eight declares, Now there arose up a new king over Egypt, which knew not Joseph.  Eventually, there arose a king who did not know, or remember, Joseph.  We today need to pray that there never arises a generation of rulers who do not remember God, but even if there does, we are still to continue to attempt to advance His kingdom by sharing the gospel.  Verse nine adds, And he said unto his people, Behold, the people of the children of Israel are more and mightier than we.  This king decided that the children of Israel outnumbered and were more powerful than the people of Egypt.  The children of Israel were still immigrants in Egypt, and the Egyptians were becoming afraid of them.  We are never told that the Israelites did anything to provoke this fear, but the Egyptians feared them because they were different.  Though as followers of Christ we should never do anything to provoke fear in others, they should realize that we are different than them and because of that they may fear, or hate, us.  Verse ten states, Come on, let us deal wisely with them; lest they multiply, and it come to pass, that, when there falleth out any war, they join also unto our enemies, and fight against us, and so get them up out of the land.  This king said that the Egyptians needed to deal wisely with the Israelites to prevent them from fighting against them if a war ever occurred.  The king feared that the Israelites might do so to gain their freedom, not realizing that it wasn't the Israelites but their God that he needed to fear.  The world today may fear or despise Christians, but it is our God that they need to fear.  Verse eleven adds, Therefore they did set over them taskmasters to afflict them with their burdens. And they built for Pharaoh treasure cities, Pithom and Raamses.  The king, or pharaoh, felt that the Egyptians would be acting wisely to set taskmasters over the people if Israel and force them to work to enrich Pharaoh.  We might wonder why God didn't step in immediately to help the Israelites, but we need to once again acknowledge that God's time is not our time.  Verse twelve adds, But the more they afflicted them, the more they multiplied and grew. And they were grieved because of the children of Israel.  The more that the Egyptians afflicted the Israelites, the more they grew.  The question for us then is if the world afflicts us as followers of Christ, do we continue to grow.  Sometimes, we seem to feel that material wealth and power are an indicator of God's blessings, but in actuality, our relationship with Christ is our real blessing.  The Israelites were not a threat to Egypt because of who they were, but because of Who their God was.  He is still the same God today.  Exodus 1:13 says, And the Egyptians made the children of Israel to serve with rigour:  The Egyptians became very harsh in their treatment of the Israelites.  We today in America have never experienced anything like this, but people in some parts of the world have.  Verse fourteen states, And they made their lives bitter with hard bondage, in morter, and in brick, and in all manner of service in the field: all their service, wherein they made them serve, was with rigour.  The Israelites were basically tasked with all the hard work.  Since the Egyptians feared the Israelites becoming too powerful, they thought they would work them down.  Verse fifteen declares, And the king of Egypt spake to the Hebrew midwives, of which the name of the one was Shiphrah, and the name of the other Puah:  Then verse sixteen adds, And he said, When ye do the office of a midwife to the Hebrew women, and see them upon the stools; if it be a son, then ye shall kill him: but if it be a daughter, then she shall live.  The king devised another way to keep the Israelites, or Hebrews, from becoming too powerful.  He told the Hebrew midwives if a Hebrew woman was having a son, they were to kill it, but if the child was a daughter, then they were to let her live.  We might ask how these midwives could be expected to do this to their own people, but the king had ordered them to do so.  Sometimes, we may have to choose between following the orders of the government and the orders of God.  Of course, today people kill the unborn child simply because we see that as our right and not for the fear of anything except inconvenience.  Verse seventeen says, But the midwives feared God, and did not as the king of Egypt commanded them but saved the men children alive.  When having to choose between obeying man or obeying God, the midwives chose to obey God.  I am sure they realized what this could cost them, but they stood for what was right with God.  Hopefully, if we have a choice today between doing what man commands and what God commands, we will choose to stand with God.  Verse eighteen declares, And the king of Egypt called for the midwives, and said unto them, Why have ye done this thing, and have saved the men children alive?  The midwives were called before the king and basically asked why they had disobeyed him.  Verse nineteen states, And the midwives said unto Pharaoh, Because the Hebrew women are not as the Egyptian women; for they are lively, and are delivered ere the midwives come in unto them.  The midwives basically lied to Pharaoh and said the Hebrew women gave birth before they could get there.  Not to defend lying, but it may have been the only way for the midwives to stay alive.  Verse twenty declares, Therefore God dealt well with the midwives: and the people multiplied, and waxed very mighty.   Since God dealt well with the midwives, we can assume that what they did was acceptable to God, and the nation of Israel flourished because of their actions.  I believe that when we stand with God we will flourish, spirituality if not materially.  Verse twenty-one continues, And it came to pass, because the midwives feared God, that he made them houses.  God blessed the midwives materially because they had been faithful spiritually.  Verse twenty-two declares, And Pharaoh charged all his people, saying, Every son that is born ye shall cast into the river, and every daughter ye shall save alive.  Since the Pharaoh's first plan didn't work out, he ordered all the Hebrew sons to be drowned, but again he was sparing the daughters, though I don't believe it was because of compassion for them.  We should never be surprised by the inhumanity of some people to others.
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Chapter 2
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Exodus 2:1 says, And there went a man of the house of Levi, and took to wife a daughter of Levi.  This would be a Hebrew couple who got married.  This was still during the time when Hebrew boys were being killed.  In the world today, it is more likely that the daughters would be in danger, since in many places people want to carry on the family name.  Verse two states, And the woman conceived, and bare a son: and when she saw him that he was a goodly child, she hid him three months.  The woman conceived, had a son and saw that he was a good child, but she knew that Pharaoh had ordered his death.  She hid him for three months, but it would have been impossible to hide him forever.  Verse three proclaims, And when she could not longer hide him, she took for him an ark of bulrushes, and daubed it with slime and with pitch, and put the child therein; and she laid it in the flags by the river’s brink.  When his mother could no longer hide him at home, she built a small ark for him and put him in the flags, or reeds, by the rivers bank.  This was better than nothing, but it was not a permanent solution.  People today, both male and female, are born under sin's death sentence spiritually, and we may attempt to find a solution on our own, but it can never be anything but temporary.  Verse four adds, And his sister stood afar off, to wit what would be done to him.  We are not told how long the woman had been married when the son was born, but she had an older daughter who was curious about what would happen to her brother.  I am sure that the curiosity was born of love and concern for her brother.  We should have that same love and concern for our fellow man today and attempt to see what is happening to them, especially spiritually.  Verse five declares, And the daughter of Pharaoh came down to wash herself at the river; and her maidens walked along by the river’s side; and when she saw the ark among the flags, she sent her maid to fetch it.  Pharaoh's daughter was walking by the flags, or reeds, when she saw the ark that the boy was in.  She had her maid fetch it.  Though Pharaoh's daughter did not actually rescue the boy from the water, she had him rescued.  Though we today cannot rescue anyone spiritually, we can point them to Christ who can.  Verse six adds, And when she had opened it, she saw the child: and, behold, the babe wept. And she had compassion on him, and said, This is one of the Hebrews’ children.  Pharaoh's daughter opened the covers and saw that there was a Hebrew baby inside.  Since Pharaoh had ordered all the Hebrew boys be killed, Pharaoh's daughter was not an ideal candidate to rescue the boy, but she had compassion on him.  When we acknowledge that all babies, born or unborn, are human beings worthy of life instead of just some mass of cells as some would have us believe, then it is much more difficult to not have compassion on them.  Verse seven declares, Then said his sister to Pharaoh’s daughter, Shall I go and call to thee a nurse of the Hebrew women, that she may nurse the child for thee?  His sister asked Pharaoh's daughter if she wanted her to get someone to take care of the boy.  This took a lot of courage on the part of the sister, since she was speaking to someone who would have been considered much above her in social status.  We today must be willing to speak up with the message of salvation to all the people we meet, no matter their social status.  Verse eight states, And Pharaoh’s daughter said to her, Go. And the maid went and called the child’s mother.  The girl's boldness paid off, and she went and got the child's mother to care for her.  This was the best possible outcome in the situation, and when we act boldly for Christ, we can expect the best outcome spiritually.  Even if the people that we witness to do not accept Christ as their Savior and Lord, we have fulfilled our responsibility to God, and they have heard the gospel.  This is all we can ever do.  Verse nine adds, And Pharaoh’s daughter said unto her, Take this child away, and nurse it for me, and I will give thee thy wages. And the woman took the child, and nursed it.  Not only was his mother going to get to care for her son, but she was also going to get paid to do so.  Now, she wouldn't have to worry about hiding her son, and since Pharaoh's daughter had basically adopted him, she didn't have to worry about anyone else harming him either.  God can and does accomplish His purpose even if He has to use the people of the world to do so.  What we need to acknowledge is that as long as we are doing what God calls us to do, we never have to be afraid that the world will overcome us.  Verse ten concludes, And the child grew, and she brought him unto Pharaoh’s daughter, and he became her son. And she called his name Moses: and she said, Because I drew him out of the water.  The child, whom the Pharaoh's daughter named Moses, grew up as the Pharaoh's son.  This was a much better outcome than his mother could have hoped for.  Not only was Moses' life spared, but he grew up in the household of the Pharaoh and she was able to care for him.  When we accept Christ as our Savior and Lord, the outcome when we put our trust in Him will always be much greater than we could hope for.  Instead of a death sentence due to sin, we are given everlasting life as a part of the family of God.  Exodus 2:11 says, And it came to pass in those days, when Moses was grown, that he went out unto his brethren, and looked on their burdens: and he spied an Egyptian smiting an Hebrew, one of his brethren.  Though he grew up as the adopted son of the Pharaoh's daughter, Moses still considered the Hebrews to be his brethren, or kinfolk.  No matter where we grow up, if we accept Christ as our Savior and Lord, then all believers are our brothers and sisters in faith.  We should always identify with them spiritually.  Verse twelve states, And he looked this way and that way, and when he saw that there was no man, he slew the Egyptian, and hid him in the sand.  Though Moses may have felt justified in killing the Egyptian, he still knew that what he was doing was wrong.  That is why he looked all around to see if anyone would see him and why he hid the body.  When we know that we are doing wrong, even if we want to justify it, we usually look to see if anyone is watching us and hope to hide the evidence.  Still, even if no one else sees us, God does.  Verse thirteen declares, And when he went out the second day, behold, two men of the Hebrews strove together: and he said to him that did the wrong, Wherefore smitest thou thy fellow?  The next day Moses saw to Hebrew men fighting and he questioned why the one who was wrong was fighting with his brother.  Though we are not wrong to question other people who are doing wrong, we cannot attempt to hide or justify our own sins when we do.  Verse fourteen asks, And he said, Who made thee a prince and a judge over us? intendest thou to kill me, as thou killedst the Egyptian? And Moses feared, and said, Surely this thing is known.  The man asked Moses who made him a judge and asked Moses if he intended to kill him as he had killed the Egyptian.  We are not called on to judge others but to reach out to them with the word of God.  Moses was afraid because his secret was not so secret.  Verse fifteen says, Now when Pharaoh heard this thing, he sought to slay Moses. But Moses fled from the face of Pharaoh, and dwelt in the land of Midian: and he sat down by a well.  Pharaoh heard what had happened and sought to kill Moses, who fled the country.  Moses may have grown up in Pharaoh's house, but that didn't make him exempt from the consequences for his actions.  We may grow up in the best household in the world, but we are still responsible for our actions.  Of course, we cannot outrun God.  Verse sixteen proclaims, Now the priest of Midian had seven daughters: and they came and drew water, and filled the troughs to water their father’s flock.  Then verse seventeen adds, And the shepherds came and drove them away: but Moses stood up and helped them and watered their flock.  The seven daughters of the priest of Midian came to water their flocks, were run off, and Moses came to their defense.  Moses was still standing up for the less able.  Verse eighteen states, And when they came to Reuel their father, he said, How is it that ye are come so soon to day?  When his daughters got home early, Reuel, their father the priest asked them why.  Verse nineteen says, And they said, An Egyptian delivered us out of the hand of the shepherds, and also drew water enough for us, and watered the flock.  They said an Egyptian had helped them water their flocks, not recognizing that Moses was a Hebrew.  We certainly can never recognize a Christian by their looks alone.  Verse twenty says, And he said unto his daughters, And where is he? why is it that ye have left the man? call him, that he may eat bread.  Their father admonished his daughters for not inviting Moses to eat and told them to go call him.  We need to always do what we can to help those who help us.  Verse twenty-one adds, And Moses was content to dwell with the man: and he gave Moses Zipporah his daughter.  Moses was content, because he had nowhere else to go.  He also gained a wife.  Verse twenty-two adds, And she bare him a son, and he called his name Gershom: for he said, I have been a stranger in a strange land.   Moses had a son now to add to his family.  Things were going well for Moses, but not for his fellow Hebrews.  Life may be going well for us as followers of Christ, but we must not ignore our fellow believers who may be suffering.  Verse twenty-three declares And it came to pass in process of time, that the king of Egypt died: and the children of Israel sighed by reason of the bondage, and they cried, and their cry came up unto God by reason of the bondage.  Moses may not have been too aware of the suffering of his fellow Hebrews, but God was.  We can likewise be certain that God is always aware of our suffering.  Verse twenty-four declares, And God heard their groaning, and God remembered his covenant with Abraham, with Isaac, and with Jacob.  I don't believe that this means that God had forgotten His covenant with Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob until this time, but instead that He was about to intervene to change their situation.  God never forgets His promise to us, though we may at times suffer in life.  Verse twenty-five concludes, And God looked upon the children of Israel, and God had respect unto them.  God today looks on us as followers of Christ with respect, or favor, because of His promise to those who accept Christ as Savior and Lord.
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Exodus 3:1 says, Now Moses kept the flock of Jethro his father in law, the priest of Midian: and he led the flock to the backside of the desert, and came to the mountain of God, even to Horeb.  Moses was still keeping his father-in-law's sheep.  He was safe and evidently content.  Sometimes, we may be safe and content in life, but we may also not be doing what God has called us to do.  Verse two declares  And the angel of the LORD appeared unto him in a flame of fire out of the midst of a bush: and he looked, and, behold, the bush burned with fire, and the bush was not consumed.  Angels of God have appeared to people in many different ways, sometimes as strangers walking along and sometimes in dreams.  With Moses, the angel appeared to him in the midst of a burning bush that was not being consumed.  Verse three states, And Moses said, I will now turn aside, and see this great sight, why the bush is not burnt.  This got Moses' attention.  When God speaks to us, whether through an angel or by the Holy Spirit, He must first get our attention.  We will never hear God if we are so consumed with the world that we are not willing to listen for His voice, until He comes in judgment.  Then, everyone will hear, but it will be too late.  Verse four declares, And when the LORD saw that he turned aside to see, God called unto him out of the midst of the bush, and said, Moses, Moses. And he said, Here am I.  When God saw that Moses was paying attention, then He spoke to him.  Had Moses walked on by, he would have missed God's call to him.  If we ignore it when God calls to us, we will miss the blessings that He has in store for us.  This was a personal call to Moses, just as God calls each individual to a personal relationship with Him today.  Moses replied, "Here am I."  This can be our only response to God's call today if we are to accept salvation through faith in Christ.  Verse five declares,  And he said, Draw not nigh hither: put off thy shoes from off thy feet, for the place whereon thou standest is holy ground.  God told Moses not to come closer and to remove his shoes because he was walking on holy ground.  This was the same ground that Moses had walked on before, but the difference was that Moses was now in the presence of God.  As followers of Christ, indwelled by the Holy Spirit, wherever we go we are in the presence of God and should act reverently toward God.  Verse six adds, Moreover he said, I am the God of thy father, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob. And Moses hid his face; for he was afraid to look upon God.  When Moses realized that God was talking to him, he hid his face.  Fortunately, when we accept Christ as our Savior and Lord, we no longer have to fear God and attempt to hide our face from Him.  Of course, this would be impossible to do anyway.  Verse seven continues, And the LORD said, I have surely seen the affliction of my people which are in Egypt, and have heard their cry by reason of their taskmasters; for I know their sorrows; God told Moses why He was speaking to Him.  God was not here simply to establish a relationship with Moses, but because He had a purpose for Moses to fulfill.  Although salvation is for our restoration to God, it is not simply for our benefit, but comes with a call to help those around us in bondage to sin.  Verse eight goes on, And I am come down to deliver them out of the hand of the Egyptians, and to bring them up out of that land unto a good land and a large, unto a land flowing with milk and honey; unto the place of the Canaanites, and the Hittites, and the Amorites, and the Perizzites, and the Hivites, and the Jebusites.  God told Moses that He had heard the suffering of His people in Egypt and He was ready to deliver them to the promised land.  Moses may have been wondering what that had to do with him, just as we may sometimes wonder what delivering people to salvation today has to do with us.  Just as God was going to work through Moses then, He works through His people today.  Verse nine continues, Now therefore, behold, the cry of the children of Israel is come unto me: and I have also seen the oppression wherewith the Egyptians oppress them. Then verse ten concludes, Come now therefore, and I will send thee unto Pharaoh, that thou mayest bring forth my people the children of Israel out of Egypt. God told Moses why He had spoken to him, just as He will tell us His purpose when He speaks to us today.  Whether thrugh a burning bush or a still small voice, God will make His will for us known if we will only listen.  As followers of Christ, we can be certain that God has purpose for us.  Exodus 3:11 says, And Moses said unto God, Who am I, that I should go unto Pharaoh, and that I should bring forth the children of Israel out of Egypt?  Moses asked the question that we as followers of Christ ask too often when God calls us to do something big for Him.  That question is , "Who am I?"  Verse twelve declares, And he said, Certainly I will be with thee; and this shall be a token unto thee, that I have sent thee: When thou hast brought forth the people out of Egypt, ye shall serve God upon this mountain.  God assured Moses that He would be with them.  Then God said that He would offer a token as proof, but really that proof would not come until after Moses had done what God sent him to do.  Our ultimate proof that we have been delivered into everlasting life will never come in this world.  Verse thirteen states, And Moses said unto God, Behold, when I come unto the children of Israel, and shall say unto them, The God of your fathers hath sent me unto you; and they shall say to me, What is his name? what shall I say unto them?  Moses wanted to know what to tell the children of Israel when they asked him Who the God was that sent them.  We have no evidence of Moses ever being in a personal relationship with God before, so his question may have been as much for his benefit as far the children of Israel.  We can safely say that before we can do anything for God, we must first know Who He is.  Verse fourteen declares, And God said unto Moses, I AM THAT I AM: and he said, Thus shalt thou say unto the children of Israel, I AM hath sent me unto you.  God's answer to Moses was very clear.  God told Moses that he was to tell the children that He was I Am THAT I AM.  God offered no empirical proof, but only a declaration of the fact that He was God.  God said tell them that I AM sent them.  When we tell people about God today, we cannot prove His existence empirically, but can only present His word by faith that He is God.  Verse fifteen adds, And God said moreover unto Moses, Thus shalt thou say unto the children of Israel, The LORD God of your fathers, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob, hath sent me unto you: this is my name for ever, and this is my memorial unto all generations.  God told Moses to tell the children of Israel that He was the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob.  God has never changed in Who He is.  He has always and will always be God.  Verse sixteen continues, Go, and gather the elders of Israel together, and say unto them, The LORD God of your fathers, the God of Abraham, of Isaac, and of Jacob, appeared unto me, saying, I have surely visited you, and seen that which is done to you in Egypt:  God told Moses to go to the elders of Israel and tell them what God had shown him.  The elders were the ones who should have known the most about the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob.  Verse seventeen still continues, And I have said, I will bring you up out of the affliction of Egypt unto the land of the Canaanites, and the Hittites, and the Amorites, and the Perizzites, and the Hivites, and the Jebusites, unto a land flowing with milk and honey.  Basically, God told Moses to tell the children of Israel the He was going to deliver them from oppression to a land flowing with milk and honey.  God delivers us form the oppression of sin when we accept Christ as our Savior and Lord, and He will ultimately deliver us to our heavenly home.  Verse eighteen adds, And they shall hearken to thy voice: and thou shalt come, thou and the elders of Israel, unto the king of Egypt, and ye shall say unto him, The LORD God of the Hebrews hath met with us: and now let us go, we beseech thee, three days’ journey into the wilderness, that we may sacrifice to the LORD our God.  Moses was to go with the elders of Israel to Pharaoh and ask that he allow them to go three days' journey to worship God.  Moses was not sent to Pharaoh alone, and we are not alone today when we worship and witness for God.  Verse nineteen says, And I am sure that the king of Egypt will not let you go, no, not by a mighty hand.  God said He was sure that Moses and the elders would fail.  Even if we do fail when we witness to lost people in the world, we are still commissioned to go to them.  Verse twenty states, And I will stretch out my hand, and smite Egypt with all my wonders which I will do in the midst thereof: and after that he will let you go.  God said that He would smite Egypt for the kings refusal.  I personally don't believe that God caused the king to deny them, but that He knew the nature of the king.  Verse twenty-one adds, And I will give this people favour in the sight of the Egyptians: and it shall come to pass, that, when ye go, ye shall not go empty:  God further promised the people of Israel that when they left Egypt that they would not go empty handed.  Verse twenty-two concludes, But every woman shall borrow of her neighbour, and of her that sojourneth in her house, jewels of silver, and jewels of gold, and raiment: and ye shall put them upon your sons, and upon your daughters; and ye shall spoil the Egyptians.  Though we as followers of Christ may not receive a lot materially in this world, we are going to a heavenly home that is full of riches beyond measure, though they really won't matter.  Being where God is will be our reward.
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Exodus 4:1 says, And Moses answered and said, But, behold, they will not believe me, nor hearken unto my voice: for they will say, The LORD hath not appeared unto thee.  Moses began making excuses why he couldn’t do what God called him to do.  If God calls us to do something, we do not need to look for excuses why we cannot do it.  Moses said that the people would not believe him when he told them that God had appeared to him.  Many people today will not believe us as followers of Christ when we tell them that God has appeared to us, but if we are His followers, God has to have appeared to us.  This may not have been a physical appearance, but we cannot follow Christ if we have not met Him in a personal encounter.  No one can really disprove this relationship.  Verse two states, And the LORD said unto him, What is that in thine hand? And he said, A rod. God asked Moses what he was holding and Moses said a rod.  This was nothing unusual.  God can and does work through everyday things and events to reveal Himself to people.  Verse three adds, And he said, Cast it on the ground. And he cast it on the ground, and it became a serpent; and Moses fled from before it.  When Moses did what God commanded and threw the rod on the ground, it became a serpent and Moses fled from it.  Though we do not have rods that become serpents when we are witnessing to others, we have the power of the Holy Spirit with us, and that is even greater.  Verse four declares, And the LORD said unto Moses, Put forth thine hand, and take it by the tail. And he put forth his hand, and caught it, and it became a rod in his hand:  God told Moses to take the serpent by the tail, and when he did, it became a rod again.  It took faith on Moses' part to do this, just as it will take faith on our part to do what God calls us to do today.  Verse five adds, That they may believe that the LORD God of their fathers, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob, hath appeared unto thee.  God was about to provide Moses with another sign that He had sent Moses.  God also once again identified Himself as the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob.  He is the same God, the only God there is, that we worship today as followers of Christ.  We cannot claim that there may be other gods.  Verse six says, And the LORD said furthermore unto him, Put now thine hand into thy bosom. And he put his hand into his bosom: and when he took it out, behold, his hand was leprous as snow.  When Moses put his hand under his coat and pulled it out, it was as white as a leprous hand.  Again, this may not have been a sign that Moses was looking for, but it would get people's attention.  We must rely on God to get people's attention when we witness to them today.  Though God may not give us physical signs, He is still God and will give us the ability to witness effectively.  Verse seven adds, And he said, Put thine hand into thy bosom again. And he put his hand into his bosom again; and plucked it out of his bosom, and, behold, it was turned again as his other flesh.  The sign was not just the hand becoming leprous, but the restoration of the hand to a healthy condition as well.  When God does give a sign, there can be no doubt that it is His work.  Verse eight states, And it shall come to pass, if they will not believe thee, neither hearken to the voice of the first sign, that they will believe the voice of the latter sign.  God said if the people would not believe the first sign that that they would believe the voice of the second sign.  God was the Voice behind both signs.  Though we don't go with signs, if we are witnessing for God today, it is His voice that is behind our witness.  Verse nine concludes, And it shall come to pass, if they will not believe also these two signs, neither hearken unto thy voice, that thou shalt take of the water of the river, and pour it upon the dry land: and the water which thou takest out of the river shall become blood upon the dry land.  God then offered a third sign for those who would not believe the first two.  God will always offer ample proof of His existence to those that we witness to.  Exodus 4:10 says, And Moses said unto the LORD, O my Lord, I am not eloquent, neither heretofore, nor since thou hast spoken unto thy servant: but I am slow of speech, and of a slow tongue.  Moses offered another excuse.  We too often want to offer excuses why we cannot do what God has called us to do, seeing our limitations instead of God's power.  Moses said that he was not eloquent and was slow of speech and tongue before God called him and was still that way.  Even if God does not change what we see as a disqualifying reason to not do what He has called us to do, He will still enable us to do it.  Verse eleven declares, And the LORD said unto him, Who hath made man’s mouth? or who maketh the dumb, or deaf, or the seeing, or the blind? have not I the LORD?  God called Moses to make a decision about Who God really is.  God asked Moses Who had created the mouth and given people the ability to speak and even the ability to see.  I believe that once we acknowledge God as the Creator and Sustainer of the universe, that we should have no reason to question Him when He calls us to do anything, no matter how impossible we may feel it to be.  Verse twelve adds, Now therefore go, and I will be with thy mouth, and teach thee what thou shalt say.  After reminding Moses that He was the Creator of all, God then told him to go and that He would be with his mouth and teach him what to say.  All Moses was required to do was to go in obedience.  All we are required to do today when God calls us to do something is to go in obedience.  God will empower us.  Verse thirteen says, And he said, O my Lord, send, I pray thee, by the hand of him whom thou wilt send.  Moses was still asking God to send someone else.  With God's assurance that He will be with us and empower us to do what He calls us to do, do we still ask Him to send someone else?  Verse fourteen declares, And the anger of the LORD was kindled against Moses, and he said, Is not Aaron the Levite thy brother? I know that he can speak well. And also, behold, he cometh forth to meet thee: and when he seeth thee, he will be glad in his heart.  God became angry or upset at Moses' continued excuses and refusal.  I believe that we too can try the patience of God if we continue to offer excuses instead of obeying His call, especially if we are followers of Christ.  God offered Moses a way around his objections.  Aaron, Moses' brother, was coming and he could speak well and would be glad to see Moses.  Though if Moses had had enough faith in God he could have done what God called him to do alone, God was willing to send Aaron with him to help.  If God calls us to do something, we should not need to have someone else with us before we do it.  Verse fifteen adds, And thou shalt speak unto him, and put words in his mouth: and I will be with thy mouth, and with his mouth, and will teach you what ye shall do.  God said He would give Moses the words to say and Moses could tell Aaron what God said and speak to the people.  Though this was an unnecessary step, God was willing to do it help Moses.  Verse sixteen adds, And he shall be thy spokesman unto the people: and he shall be, even he shall be to thee instead of a mouth, and thou shalt be to him instead of God.  Basically, God said that Aaron would be the spokesman, but hat Moses would receive the word from God.  We really should never need someone else to proclaim God's word for us.  Verse seventeen continues, And thou shalt take this rod in thine hand, wherewith thou shalt do signs.  God said that Moses would still be the one to perform the signs when they were needed.  God had not changed His call for Moses to be His spokesman but had only accommodated his excuses.  If God calls a person for a purpose today, then that person is the best person to fulfill that calling.  Verse eighteen states, And Moses went and returned to Jethro his father in law, and said unto him, Let me go, I pray thee, and return unto my brethren which are in Egypt, and see whether they be yet alive. And Jethro said to Moses, Go in peace.  Moses went to his father-in-law, Jethro and asked his permission to leave.  This was a respectful thing to do, and Jethro told Moses to go in peace.  Even if Jethro had said no, Moses would still have had to go. It is always nice if we have our family's blessing when we go to follow God's calling, but even if we don’t, we must still do what God calls us to do. Exodus 4:19 says, And the LORD said unto Moses in Midian, Go, return into Egypt: for all the men are dead which sought thy life.  God told Moses to return to Egypt and that the men who sought to kill him were now dead.  God reassured Moses that he was not in as much danger as he thought he might be.   When God sends us somewhere, we can rest assured in His security.  God could
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