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      Mr. Gordon was a practical man. He believed church was for holidays, if then, but was religious about his semi-annual dentist visits. He believed in eating a good, hearty breakfast after his morning workout, and letting the cat out before he left for his long workday. What he couldn’t understand was how the creature could get into trouble so fast.

      This morning he heard the yowling as he was pouring his second cup of coffee into his favorite to-go mug and gathering his things. He sighed. Of course the cat would wait until he was wearing his nice, clean work shoes.

      But the catfight sounds didn’t let up, and with a spark of urgency, Mr. Gordon lit out the back door and across the lawn toward his pristine bush border – following the racket.

      Three straight weeks of rain hadn’t done his lawn any favors, and it was still coming down. Wishing for his raincoat, he slopped right into a puddle that had gathered at the edge of the rose garden, and had apparently torn a new path for itself that stretched three feet into his grass. He could see how he’d be spending Saturday morning.

      And his nice, clean left work shoe was now brimming with brownish lawn water. The cat still hadn’t let up its wailing. The sound sent a shiver up Mr. Gordon’s spine. His cat had always taken on its prey with vigor and confidence. This was a sound he hadn’t heard from her before in the six years he’d had her.

      It was coming from behind the grape arbor. Mr. Gordon sloshed that direction, determined to see what the fuss was about, especially now that he’d ruined a perfectly good shoe and made himself late in the process.

      Another sound he hadn’t heard from further away reached his ears as he reached the edge of the arbor and the cat came into view. A low, wispy snatch of...song? The notes faded entirely before he could be certain, to be replaced by the cat noise again. Mr. Gordon blinked.

      The cat had something cornered. He couldn’t be sure what it was in the dim light of early morning. It seemed...it seemed to move like a little man, on just two legs. And from what he could see around the cat, it was hairless. Except...was that a beard?

      His imagination was getting away with him. It had to be a rat. It was the general size of one; not small like a mouse or big and mean like a raccoon.

      The cat got in a couple of vicious swats, and Mr. Gordon shook his head.

      He headed to the shed for his shovel, ready to dispatch what was left of the rat or whatever it was. He was just returning when a bright flash of light burst from behind the grape arbor. He slapped his hands over his eyes and moaned. A second later
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