
        
            
                
            
        


 

I Timothy 




Introduction  

I & II Timothy have always been regarded as forming a separate group of letters, different from the other letters of Paul. 

The most obvious difference along with the letter to Philemon, are that they are written to people rather than churches. But, beyond that, they have a greater significance. In I Timothy 3:15, their aim is set down. They are written to Timothy: 

 “But if I tarry long, that thou mayest know how thou oughtest to behave thyself in the house of God, which is the church of the living God, the pillar and ground of the truth. ” 

So then, it came to be seen that these letters have not only a personal significance but what we would call an “ecclesiastical” 

significance. Historians and theologians say these two letters were composed “concerning the state of the church”. 

Therefore these letters deal with the care and organization of the flock of God - they tell people how to behave within the household of God - they give instructions as to how God’s house should be administered, as to what kind of people the leaders and pastors of the church should be - and as to how the threats that endanger the purity of the Christian faith and life should be dealt with. 

It is clear that in the forefront of the situation that the Pastoral Epistles were written was a dangerous heresy that was threatening the welfare of the Christian church. We will see this developed as we move through the books. We know from history that the heresy of Gnosticism was becoming a major factor at this time. The basic thought of Gnosticism was that all matter is essentially evil and spirit alone is good. That meant the body (matter) was altogether evil... so it did not matter what was done to the body and its instincts and desires could be given full reign. Further, it meant that if the body was evil, there could be no such thing as its resurrection. So, it was not the resurrection of the body to which the Gnostic looked - but its ultimate destruction. This heresy accurately fits the situation the epistles address. 






Chapter 1 

Verses 1-2: No one ever magnified their office as Paul did. He did not magnify it in pride - he magnified it in wonder that God had chosen him for a task like that. First, he calls himself an apostle of Jesus Christ. An envoy, or ambassador, one who is sent to represent Christ. It is the duty of every ambassador to form a link between the country to which he is sent and the country from which he has come. He is the connecting link. In reality, that is all of our jobs - we are to be a connecting link between our fellow human beings and Jesus Christ. Second, he says he is an apostle by the commandment of God. 


The Greek word he uses is for the royal command which comes to a man from the king - and above all, for the instructions that come to a person either directly or by some oracle from God. 


Paul goes on to give to God and Jesus two great titles. He speaks of God - our Savior. In this day, this was a new way of speaking and we do not find this title for God in any of Paul’s earlier letters. Our Savior - the One who saves us from the wrath to come. Next, he speaks of Christ as - our hope. This theme is seen in the Psalms (43:5), in Colossians (1:27) and the epistle of I John (3:2-3). People found in Christ, the hope of moral victory and self-conquest. The ancient world, as well as all of us, know of our sins. Christ came - not only telling people what was right - but giving them the power to accomplish it. People also found in Christ the hope of victory over circumstances and the hope of victory over death. 

It is to Timothy that this letter is sent, and Paul always spoke of him with great affection. 


Timothy was a native of Lystra in the province of Galatia. Its importance was that there was a Roman garrison quartered there to keep control of the wild tribes of the Isaurain mountains which lay beyond it. It was on the first missionary journey that Paul and Barnabas arrived there (Acts 14:8-21). At that time there is no mention of Timothy, but it has been suggested that, when Paul was in Lystra, he lodged in Timothy’s home. This conclusion is arrived at through the fact that he well knew the faith and devotion of Timothy’s mother Eunice and of his grandmother Lois. On that first visit, Timothy must have been very young, but the Christian faith took hold of him and Paul became his hero. It was at Paul’s visit to Lystra on the second missionary journey that life began for Timothy (Acts 16:1-3). As young as he was, he had become a person of importance in the Christian church at Lystra. To Paul, he must have seemed the perfect man for his assistant. From that time forward, Timothy was Paul’s constant companion. Paul loved Timothy as his own son and he was a man whom Paul could trust and could send anywhere - knowing he would go. 

Paul always began his letters with a blessing of  grace and  peace.  It is only in these letters where he also uses  “mercy”.  In Hebrew the word is  chesedh.  That word is used in the Psalms 127 times, and carries with it the meaning of “help in time of need”. It could be that Paul added “mercy” to his two usual words because Timothy was up against it and he wanted to tell him that the  "Most High God was the help for the helpless".  


Verses 3-7:   It is clear that at the back of all this there is some heresy which is endangering the church. We need to tackle this issue and try to explain it. The passage gives us two of its great characteristics It dealt in “Idle tales” and “genealogies”. First, the “idle tales”. The ancient world had its poets and historians who loved to work out romantic and fictitious tales about the foundation of cities and of families. They would tell how some god would come to earth and would found a city or marry a mortal woman and found a family. The ancient world was full of stories similar to that. Second, we see “endless genealogies”. 

The ancient world had a passion for these. We see that in the Old Testament with its chapters of names, and in the New Testament with the genealogies of Jesus with which Matthew and Luke begin their Gospels. 


It would be very easy for Christianity to get lost in endless stories about origins and elaborate genealogies. That was a danger that was inherent in the situation in which Christian thought was developing. It came from two directions: (1) It was threatening from the Jewish direction. To the Jews, there was no book in the world like the Old Testament. 

Their scholars spent a lifetime studying it and expounding on it. In the Old Testament, many chapters are long 


genealogies and one of the favorite occupations of Jewish scholars was to construct an imaginary and edifying biography for every name on the list. A person could go on forever doing that - and that may be what Paul had in mind. Instead of working at their Christian lives, they were wasting their time trying to reconstruct their family trees! 

(2) This danger had even a greater threat from the Greek side with the development of a line of thought we explained as Gnosticism. This was a speculative philosophy that looked at the problem of the original sin and of suffering. The Gnostic asked if God was altogether good, how could He have created them. Their answer was that Creation didn’t come out of nothing but that before time began, matter existed. They believed this matter was essentially imperfect (or evil) and out of this evil matter the world was created. As you can see, this totally is apart from the account of Creation we are given in the Bible, so we will not develop their belief system any further. What we must realize is this is a situation against which Paul found himself. 

We see Timothy warned against: “ godless chatter and contradictions of what is falsely called knowledge” .. .a religion of speculative questions instead of humble faith; the man who is proud of his intellect but really knows nothing and toys with questions and words;  “stupid, senseless controversies"  which in the end can only add to strife - and so on. Therefore, in these Pastoral Epistles, we see the dangerous heretics who gave their lives to speculation and caused the early church to take its focus off Jesus (they referred to Him as a link in the chain). It was these beliefs that these epistles were written to combat. 

Verses 8-11:   This passage begins with what was a favorite thought in the ancient world. The place of the law is to deal with evil-doers. The good person does not need any law to control their actions or to threaten them with punishments...and, in a world of good people, there would be no need for laws at all. 


The ancient world looked back and longed for the past. But the Christian faith does not look back to a lost age.. .it looks forward to the day when the only law will be the love of Christ within a person’s heart. There should be one controlling factor in the lives of every one of us. Our goodness should come, not from fear of the law, nor even from fear of judgment.. 

.but from fear of disappointing the love of Christ and of grieving the heart of God. In our lives it is not the law of God, but the love of God that restrains us. 

In this passage Paul sets before us a catalog of sins that the law must control and condemn. The interest of this passage is that it shows us the background against which Christianity grew up. This list of sins is a description of the world in which the early Christian lived and moved. It really shows us that the church was a small island of purity in a vicious world...you can draw your own conclusions as to how it parallels our status today! 

(1) The lawless.. .those who know the laws of right and wrong and break them with their eyes wide open. The lawless are those who deliberately violate the laws in order to satisfy their own ambitions. 

(2) The disobedient... these are the unruly, the undisciplined and the insubordinate - those who refuse to obey any 


authority. 

(3) The ungodly... this describes irreverence or positive and active ir-religion. The spirit that defiantly withholds from God that which is His right. 

(4) The sinners... this describes the person who has no moral standards remaining. 

(5) The unholy... this is the impious person or one who violates the ultimate decencies of life. The things that are holy are universal, not subject to human law. This is the opposite of that. 

(6) The profane... this is in opposition to sacred. It is the person who desecrates God’s day, disobeys His laws, and makes fun of His worship. 

(7) The murderers of parents...under Roman law, a son who struck his parents was liable to death. The words describe sons or daughters who are lost to gratitude, lost to respect, and lost to shame. 

(8) The murderers or man-slavers... Paul is thinking of the Ten Commandments and how the continual breaking of them characterized the heathen world. We cannot think that this doesn’t have anything to do with us for Jesus widened the commandment to include not only the act of murder but also the harboring of  anger against a person. 

(9) The whoremongers (fornicators') and homosexuals. It is no longer difficult for us to realize the state of the ancient world in matters of sexual morality. It was riddled with unnatural vice. It was very open to see sexual immorality mixed with religion. It has often been said that chastity was the one completely new virtue that Christianity brought into this world. 

(10) The man-stealers... this may mean slave kidnappers. Since slavery was such a big part of the ancient world, so was the kidnapping or stealing of one of those slaves. 

(11) The liars & perjurers.. .those who do not hesitate to twist the truth to gain dishonorable ends. 

Into this world
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