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			Advance Praise for 142 Ways America Went from Sweet Land of Liberty to Weak, Woke, and Wobbly

			“The bottom line is that Ehrlich’s bottom lines tell us an awful lot about what’s been awful in Joe Biden’s America—and he brings the receipts!”

			—Ken Cuccinelli, 46th Attorney General of Virginia (2010–2014), Acting Director of the United States Citizenship and Immigration Services (2019–2021)

			“Despite the fact that he only comes up with 101 reasons, Governor Ehrlich comes through with another masterpiece. This one is the definitive reference book and ‘how-to’ manual as the nation prepares for the critical battles of 2024.”

			—Charlie Gerow, Former Vice Chair, American Conservative Union

			“This is a perfectly timed good and bad ideas book by freedom-loving Gov. Bob Ehrlich. He’s (Bob, The Gov) thoughtfully compiled issues, policies, and principles that all voters should seriously consider when determining the helpful agenda to make our USA a competitively prosperous, much safer, better educated, and more affordable country in which to live, learn, work, and raise our families.”

			—George Allen, Former Virginia Governor and U.S. Senator

			“Governor Ehrlich demonstrates the same common-sense conservatism that he displayed as he successfully applied conservative principles to deep blue Maryland in the 2000s. This compendium of indictments against the Biden administration’s wholesale attack on America’s economy, values, national security, and sovereignty serves as a reminder both for voters and any incoming GOP administration of the damage which has been done and pillars of freedom which must be restored. Truly a must-read for everyone who cares about America as a future beacon of hope for the world.”

			—Richard Manning, President, Americans for Limited Government

			“In this significant work, Governor Ehrlich persuasively details why and how a more conservative perspective on America’s critical issues can solve those issues and at the same time reduce the polarization that is wracking America. He spares no criticism of the Biden administration’s failures on the economy, crime, education, immigration, and foreign policy—but also takes the GOP to task when its rhetoric does not match up to its action.”

			—Richard Vatz, PhD, Towson University Distinguished Professor

			“A timely and convenient reference guide—full of useful facts—that makes the case against the Biden administration’s onslaught…must-reading for undecided voters.” 

			—David McIntosh, 
President, Club for Growth
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			Introduction

			The Biden era has marked numerous low points in American politics, but one small story is symbolic: The sitting president of the United States appeared to nod off while mumbling during a high-profile Oval Office meeting with Israeli President Isaac Herzog. That the resulting embarrassment was glossed over by the legacy media says all you need to know about how the fourth estate has been running cover for Joe Biden and his administration.

			With rare exceptions, the media sees itself as having a singular mission: To ensure the orange menace from Queens is never again provided the opportunity to occupy the White House. And so—even if it means a bum’s-rush coverage of serious events, or simply refusing to report on the latest cognitive miscue by the president—any storyline that damages the Biden presidency is sure to be minimized or buried.

			Not that any of the foregoing breaks new ground, but 2023 brought many elements of the Biden era together for me. The inflationary spiral of 2022 spiked again in the summer of 2023 and had the Federal Reserve signaling extended higher interest rates. Up to ten million migrants had taken Mr. Biden up on his open-borders invitation. Fentanyl from Mexican labs was killing record numbers of America’s young people. The long-awaited Durham report had illustrated the extent to which a disturbing level of political censorship had reached senior levels at the Department of Justice. The Twitter and Facebook files reflected the extent to which nearly a dozen government agencies had threatened, cajoled, and lobbied social media platforms to censor news that did not comport with Biden-approved narratives. Then there were daily reports about how Hunter Biden had “earned” all that foreign money while his dad occupied the two most powerful positions on earth. Adding insult to injury, the immensely popular Tucker Carlson was unceremoniously removed from his prime-time spot on Fox News for reasons still unknown.

			One repercussion in the Ehrlich household was less time spent watching Fox News, despite our affinity for Sean Hannity, Jesse Watters, Laura Ingraham, Trace Gallagher and Bret Baier. Someone had to make a stand against the media establishment. In light of subsequent ratings, millions had similar thoughts.

			Back to the genesis of this effort. As summer turned to fall and fall to winter, an aggressive GOP House was able to shine a bright light on Hunter’s laptop, the continuing collusion between Big Tech and Big Government, the shockingly politicized Biden Department of Justice that had quietly approved a sweetheart plea deal for the benefit of the younger Biden before being exposed by a federal judge, and the spectacularly dysfunctional series of foreign policy miscalculations that weakened America while strengthening China, Russia, and Iran on the world stage.

			I accordingly began to update my Lincoln Day Dinner stump speech on all the things that had gone wrong since January 2021. Not an easy task. Here, ten items turned into thirty items and then sixty and ninety and more. Every day seemed to produce another chapter of either woke-gone-mad or simple negligence gone askew—and almost always to the detriment of Americans who wear blue collars and who have become objects of scorn for our highly educated bicoastal elites. In the process, that good ol’ American dream seemed to be slipping away.

			That wonderful dream is now in official jeopardy—a state of affairs brought to you by a myriad of failed policy initiatives from Washington, D.C.

			All of which has led to this call to arms—or at least a list of grievances. Each Biden-era incident or policy is categorized for easy reference and is also condensed for the reader’s convenience. It is hoped this “reference guide” approach will make it easier for the political warrior within you to engage in a meaningful way with that friend, neighbor, co-worker, second cousin, or even first-time acquaintance. Remember: The general election of 2024 will likely be decided by a few thousand voters in a half dozen swing states. Your determination to be informed about what has gone down over the past four years and your willingness to lobby the undecided voter could decide whether America continues its downward trajectory or reverses course. Not that I want to put undue pressure on you…

			So what exactly are those failed policies and missteps, and how have they impacted our culture and country? Glad you asked.

		

	
		
			Chapter 1

			Covid

			Johnny One Notes

			Follow the science.

			—Joe Biden (countless times)

			Remember the ever-popular dire warnings from the president and members of his administration (especially the public health community) during the Covid pandemic?

			“No one is safe until everyone is safe”;

			“The only people dying are the unvaccinated”;

			“The pandemic of the unvaccinated”;

			“Facemasks are the most powerful tool we have”;

			“Don’t do your own research”; and

			“The forever war.”

			The “trust us” chorus was consistent, relentless, and uninterested in dissenting opinion (aka “conspiracy theories”). And, of course, it was a narrative buttressed by a media all in on blatant government censorship.

			And then, in the blink of an eye, real science began to reveal itself. Social distancing disappeared. Mask mandates were eliminated and their efficacy questioned. Dr. Fauci retired. Rochelle Walensky announced her resignation from the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. The Energy Department and Federal Bureau of Investigation finally admitted the Wuhan lab leak was the most likely origin of the pandemic. And Joe Biden said nothing. Similar to the aftermath of the Russia hoax, the Hunter Biden/fifty-one national security experts hoax, and the “country is being overrun by white supremacists” hoax, the people who run the place—and the people who report on the people who run the place—fell silent. There would be no mea culpas, no “Maybe we should have welcomed more constructive criticism” retrospectives, no “What have we done to our schoolchildren?” remorse. Only a narcissistic conviction of no regrets—“We did great things!”—as amplified by a compliant (and implicated) media.

			THE BOTTOM LINE: And Washington wonders why flyover America has such disdain for the swamp.

			The U.S. Military

			Our men and women in uniform should never have been stripped of the benefits they earned in the first place.

			—U.S. Rep. Scott Fitzgerald (R-WI) upon introducing a bill that would ensure Honorable Discharge status for soldiers who refused the Covid vaccine, January 13, 2023

			The all-volunteer armed forces have enjoyed a solid record of reaching recruitment goals. Indeed, those of us of a certain age have happy memories of the iconic “Be All That You Can Be” Army marketing campaign initiated during the Reagan era. The equal-parts message of self-challenge and patriotic duty was a no-brainer. But that was then…

			Compare that happy messaging to the Biden administration’s decision to terminate more than 8,000 active-duty service members for failure to meet the government’s Covid-19 vaccine mandate. The timing of the mass firing could not have been worse. First there was the chaotic and deadly withdrawal from Afghanistan, with its attendant humiliation for the armed forces. Then came a campaign of woke messaging from a Pentagon focused more on progressive gender ideology than readiness. And all this during a time China was ramping up its own maximum-pressure campaign against Taiwan.

			The off-ramping of active-duty troops in the cause of universal vaccination was poorly timed and sent the wrong message to the world’s troublemakers. The fact that the policy was unsupported by the science only made a bad situation worse.

			THE BOTTOM LINE: Score another one for optics over science, and politics over people.

			Big Tech Suppression

			It was not the public statements that were the problem. It was the alleged use of government agencies and employees to coerce and/or significantly encourage social media platforms to suppress free speech on those platforms.

			—U.S. District Judge Terry Doughty in Missouri vs. Biden, 2023

			The introduction of Covid vaccines produced extraordinarily close coordination and cooperation between Biden administration executive branch agencies and social media platforms. Many of the communications concerned vax-related information the government wished to disparage pertaining to vaccine hesitancy, vaccine effectiveness, and the efficacy of alternative therapies and treatments.

			Still, the fact that numerous of the CDC’s opinions proved wildly inaccurate was not the genesis of a lawsuit brought by the attorneys general of Louisiana and Missouri. That litigation focused on the intensive coordination (including intimidation and strong-arm tactics) between government and social media giants on the issue of vaccine hesitancy—the degree of which the plaintiffs interpreted as a “sprawling federal Censorship Enterprise” that allowed Big Tech to remove unfavored (conservative) viewpoints. An injunction was accordingly issued by Trump-appointed judge Terry Doughty.

			The usual suspects reacted with the usual outrage. To wit: Nina Jankowicz of Disinformation Governance Board fame feared the preliminary injunction “could unleash false information in critical areas of public life.” The impacted White House staff and senior personnel operating in eleven different federal agencies weren’t too happy either. And there will assuredly be additional appellate rounds to go on the issue.

			THE BOTTOM LINE: In the short term at least, score one for free expression over Biden-era suppression.

			School Closures

			When schoolchildren start paying union dues, that’s when I’ll start representing the interests of schoolchildren.

			—Albert Shanker, United Federation of Teachers

			The overwhelming circumstantial evidence is that Covid-19 sprang from a lab leak at the Wuhan Institute of Virology at some point in 2019. The death toll is estimated to be in excess of 6.9 million people. Untold millions more got sick and lost their jobs and businesses as governments brought economic activity to a crushing halt. But it will be many years before the total toll on our children can be quantified. Prolonged school shutdowns kept kids out of classrooms and away from hands-on learning. Zoom lessons picked up part of the learning shortfall, but there is unanimity of opinion that long-term school closings explain a precipitous decline in post-Covid standardized testing, as math scores plummeted to the lowest levels since 1990 and reading scores fell to their lowest levels since 2004.

			Less obvious but real damage was inflicted by bell-curve-bending, social-promotion-friendly teachers and administrators who pushed marginal students through their academic requirements (let alone the damage incurred through woke-inspired “lessons” that came to light as parents watched them unfold on their kids’ computer screens). Without doubt, college admissions officers (and future employers) will be forced to deal with this lurking skills problem when they see it.

			Another sector of well-chronicled damage is mental health. Survey after survey reported dramatic increases in anxiety, depression and suicide among college age young adults. There is indeed a high price to pay for prolonged social isolation.

			The foregoing damage was magnified by the determination of the Biden administration and teachers’ unions to delay in-person learning for as long as possible, beyond the time scientists said it was safe to resume in-person school activities. More than a few pundits concluded that reliance on “the science” sure seemed more situational than it used to be.

			THE BOTTOM LINE: Maybe you didn’t hear it here first, but teachers’ unions are far more about teachers than about students.

		

	
		
			Chapter 2

			Crime

			Defund the Police

			It’s status quo thinking, and it’s misinformed, to think that putting more cops on the street creates more safety.

			—Vice Presidential candidate Kamala Harris, June 19, 2020

			The post-George Floyd enthusiasm for defunding local police in deep-blue venues began to wane when violent crime waves spiked in those same cities. (Who would have thought murderers and rapists followed the daily news so closely?) Democrats of a lesser progressive bent led the way. Many of them represented districts where association with the defund movement meant big problems on election day.

			President Biden repeatedly counted himself in this group. But facts on the ground raised questions: a January 2022 proposed executive order sought to limit local police access to so-called “military assets” (vehicles and equipment) and impose stringent conditions on the ability of local police to access federal grants. Notably, the proposed order was issued at the same time police recruitment numbers were continuing to crumble around the country.

			“Defund the police” by another name does not work. Too cute by half doesn’t cut it when public safety is an issue. Congressional Republicans repeatedly made this point, but the executive order took effect May 25, 2023.

			THE BOTTOM LINE: If a new idea sounds silly and unworkable…it probably is.

			Two-Tiered Justice

			Show me the man and I’ll show you the crime.

			—Lavrentiy Beria, Stalin’s secret police chief

			Numerous books have been devoted to Hillary Clinton’s questionable actions vis-à-vis her unsecured server, her 30,000 deleted emails
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