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Master the PrōVerbs

––––––––

Become a Pro on what God has spoken about the current issues

that face our culture and ourselves from PrōVerbs,

a paraphrase of

The Book of Proverbs.

Based on extensive word studies and

written for today’s readers.

––––––––

Develop...


›  a respect of foundational and essential cultural values;

›  moral behaviors in today’s challenging culture and their origins; and,

›  the meaning of human existence that leads to an advancement of civil cooperation.
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Becoming a Pro in living and acting in your culture.

PrōVerbs (hereafter: ProVerbs) is a compilation of major life characteristics and skills for anyone who wishes to sharpen their relational and intellectual skills in their personal, relational, cultural, religious, and/or political environments.

ProVerbs is based upon a detailed exposition of each main word, from The Book of Proverbs, Holy Bible, in the original Hebrew, using Strong’s Concordance and Hebrew Lexicon (King James Version), numerous Bible commentaries and translations, dictionaries, and synonyms from various sources. (See Bibliography for more details.)

Then, after thorough examination, the ProVerbs paraphrase and comments are derived solely from the author’s interpretation and inspiration, using today’s modern vernacular.

The large Subject Index follows the main text and allows you to cross-reference many topics covered in this work.

The Reflections section of each ProVerbs asks several questions to help you pull out the best understanding of each entry to make it more personal to fit your specific environment and need. This section is also helpful as a discussion tool in a group setting.

The Readers Edition is designed as a smaller format than the larger, spiral-bound, workbook edition. It does not include the King James Bible, for comparative purposes, and does not include space below each Reflections inquiry for notating personal responses. For notation space, order the Workbook Edition (Cf., Other Books).

[image: ][image: ][image: ]Wisdom, the Revelation of

the Mind of God

I, Wisdom, am the mind of God, His presence revealed. I exist and inhabit for the express purpose of revealing His desires and purposes. 13To acquire Me requires you to approach Me with awe and exceeding devotion. You’ll have Me when you are repulsed by wicked acts, arrogance, and self-glorying. Those who say they speak for Me but make my words fraudulent, are imposters.

14I am top-shelf advice, impeccable judgment, superior discernment, and supreme power. 15Leaders who carefully execute My directives reign in excellence and righteousness. 16In fact, all leaders and military officials who know Me and follow My commands will be victorious. And the judges who defend and prosecute according to My laws will be respected across the land. 17I am affectionately drawn to those who affectionately draw to Me; and those who diligently seek Me first for answers and understanding, I will be there; I promise.

18I, Wisdom, possess all the wealth and recognition you need, because what is mine is eternal—is enough—and raises your actions to an increased level of godliness. 19My reward is like cherished offspring: the gift of intimacy. The more of Me you possess, the greater your yield. 20I will guide you down the path of God’s standard of life—a life deep in the center of His will. 21Your life in Me will become a storehouse of all things eternal, and when you share Me through your overflow, I will fill everyone who receives Me with spiritual treasures forevermore. – ProVerbs 8:12-21
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Wisdom invites you to explore the mind of God, the deep things of His nature and will. Wisdom reveals the nature and character of the promised Messiah, Jesus the Christ. Acquire God’s Wisdom and you will discover Jesus Christ. A deep study of Wisdom reveals the Personhood of the Mind of God. Reread the above ProVerbs 8:12-21. Compare it to your Bible and reflect upon the source and purpose of God’s Wisdom.
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Day 1

ProVerbs – A Guide into God’s Wisdom

ProVerbs 1:1-4– I am Solomon, son of King David of Israel—Israel, the nation who encounters and overcomes with the God who called my people to become His example nation for the benefit of all nations—touched by God’s majesty and wisdom. I have written these easy to remember commands and sayings that you may distinguish the good from the bad and mirror that which is right and honest. 2Recognize them as beneficial exercises of discipline with the mind. Meditate upon them until they are etched upon your heart, becoming a pro with God’s action verbs: Pro-Verbs. Pursue discipline and correction by them. Make them instructions for daily living. How? By treating them as good common sense—God-sense—by which to act. 3Commit them to memory and store them away as doctrines for they will give you insight and make you prosperous in life. Act upon them as God speaking directly to you, teaching you in becoming a pro at knowing and doing what is right. Only then will you be able to carry out justice by God’s words and reveal His truth in this world.

4My friend, commit yourself to godly thoughts and intent—act carefully with discretion toward those who are easily deceived or too lazy in their minds to discern right from wrong. Appeal to the young that they may be sharp in proper learning and know how to perform that which is right through disciplined minds.

Reflections

	The previous ProVerbs say that God has a set of standards by which you should live. If this is true, how important should these standards become in your life?

	Who did God write these standards for and how often should His standards be studied?

	What do God’s standards reveal to you?

	Why is it important to know God’s standards and live more like a godly pro?

	How can you use these standards to help yourself and others?



[NOTE – Want space to jot down answers and make notes? Order the ProVerbs Workbook spiral-coil spine edition. (More information in the back of this book.)



––––––––
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Day 2

True Wisdom is Hearing – Understanding –

Living – Teaching

ProVerbs 1:5-6 – People who are known for their wisdom take what they hear and turn it into teachable lessons. They are distinguished by how they understand, that is, how they perceive things. 6For example, they will read a ProVerb (or saying) to discern its deepest meaning to live by it and to teach their discovery to those who wish to learn. 

Reflections

	What two things should you do with what you hear and learn? (Hint: contemplate the Title above)

	How does this saying come into play? “I can’t hear what you’re saying because what you’re doing speaks too loudly.”

	Another old saying is, “Readers are learners and learners are leaders.” What can you learn from the above ProVerbs that will help you help others?

	Why is it important to teach others the deep things of God—the true wisdom from God?

	What local opportunities do you have to teach others or to learn from others?

	Consider writing down names of people that could meet with you to discuss the ProVerbs in this book. Begin praying for God’s Wisdom to help you start a study group.


––––––––
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Day 3

Knowledge & Disrespect

ProVerbs 1:7 – Devotion to and exceeding awe toward the Self-Existent One—the God who is personal—is the starting point and primary means to a keen, discerning mind. But the disrespectful shoot out insults and dread being near those who value the exercise of a sound mind, discipline, and correction.

Reflections

	How is God personal to you or how can He be more personal?

	How do some disrespect God?

	How can you counteract the disrespectful around you?

	In what ways can you exercise respect on social media platforms while maintaining God’s standards?


––––––––
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Day 4

Discipline Brings Honor & Favor

ProVerbs 1:8-9 – My dearly-loved child, who has our hearts, comprehend the advice and discipline of your mother and me and never abandon their value. 9If you will stick to the godly morals we have taught you and have displayed before you, then you will stand in the circle of honor and favor. You will be crowned with honor and looked upon by others with great respect.

Reflections

	What are some advantages to discipline?

	Godly morals are better caught than taught. How do you “catch” good morals if you were not adequately taught?

	What are some advantages to godly morals?

	What is the relationship between discipline and morals? Can you think of examples in your own life of both?

	Pick one area you can improve on in your life.


Day 5

Deceit Breeds Destruction

ProVerbs 1:10-19 – My child, don’t be deceived and yield to the persuasion of wicked people. 11They will seduce you by making you think you can gain great wealth quickly by joining them. Yet they conceal that it will cost someone else their livelihood—maybe their life. The wicked prey on the innocent for no other reason than it’s easy. 12“Let’s ambush these simpletons,” the wicked say. “Let’s move in while they’re busy and rob them of their life savings.” The wicked laugh at their plans. “Yes, we’ll hit them so hard, they’ll think they’ve tripped and fallen into a deep hole with no bottom.” 13They will steal precious valuables from others and store their loot in their filthy rooms. 14“Your portion is with us now,” they’ll say to you. “Hang with us and we’ll take care of you.”

15My child, turn away from this type of behavior—this ungodly lifestyle. It is the way of destruction. 16The wicked rush into their wickedness blindly and, without thought, easily shed innocent blood. 17They become so blind, they don’t see their own entrapment. Even a bird that watches a hunter set up a trap, will perceive the danger and fly away. 18But not these dummies; they’ll trip an alarm as they prepare for their ambush while, they, themselves get caught in their wicked schemes and are possibly killed. 19This is the path of all who live by dishonest gain. They die from self-inflicted wounds.

Reflections

	Have you ever been deceived?

	Why are some people easily deceived?

	Who can you turn to for help if you have been hurt by deception?

	What can you do to help steer yourself and others away from ungodliness?

	Think of a friend or two that you consider to be godly. What traits do they possess that make you feel that way toward them? 


––––––––
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Day 6

Wisdom Cries Out for Understanding

ProVerbs 1:20-33 (1 of 3 Parts) – Wisdom, at its highest level, is also called God’s wisdom. Let’s call it Wisdom, with a capital W. It celebrates in the marketplaces and shouts out an invitation for all to listen. 21“Come,” Wisdom says. “Sit in the best seats. Gather everyone you can around you. Go to every nook and cranny and compel all to come sit with you. Once seated, pay attention, for what I’m about to say to you is worth every penny invested and all the time it took to get you to hear my words.”

22When silence prevailed, Wisdom spoke by asking what some considered a series of rude questions. “How long will you choose to remain a simple-minded, naïve person? Have you fallen in love with the doorway of knowledge? Shouldn’t you step into the room to sit and learn, or have you been deceived in thinking that your basic knowledge of spiritual things makes you an expert of all things spiritual?” When Wisdom said this, some people hurled insults; others showed a thumbs down and became vulgar in their replies. Still, others simply walked away. 23Wisdom continued. “I expected many of you to respond this way but I’m telling you to stop in your tracks, return to your seats, and hear me out. I rebuked you for a deeper purpose. Listen! Do not leave, but enter into the realm of my wisdom and I will pour my Spirit into your heart and mind. Then your soul will become aware of that which was previously unrecognizable by conventional wisdom, and communication with me will be more understandable and useful.”  (Part 1 of 3)

Reflections

	Who can gain God’s Wisdom? How do you do this?

	If you answered the question above, you may notice that God’s Wisdom does not appear to be culturally sensitive. Why do you think this is?

	Do you think the reception of God’s Wisdom is easy? What in today’s culture fights against His Wisdom? What can you gain by understanding Wisdom?


Day 7

Don’t Lose Your Grip on Wisdom

ProVerbs 1:24-28 (2 of 3 Parts) – The migration through Wisdom’s doorway continued. “I don’t have time for this,” some shouted. “Your words are too hard to understand,” others said, as they walked away.

“You may leave,” Wisdom continued, “but my words will be heard. They will be proclaimed, published, and praised by many. Others will gather and worship God because of me.” That statement caused some to stop their exit. “You heard correctly. I am extending my all to you, yet some of you will not listen. 25I am watching you ignore me, running wildly away like a mob out of control because you didn’t like my warnings to correct you from self-harm. 26Go ahead, laugh if you want. ‘It’s time to party!’ you say. But my wisdom will have the last laugh. It will make sport of you in the end and ridicule you for your lack of discernment and commitment. And when destruction knocks at your life’s door, my words will be as a wisp of smoke to you and you won’t know which way to turn. 27Yes, great dread will enter your soul and (as your generation says) ‘all hell will break loose’ in your inner self. Indeed, the fires of hell will come into play like the greatest tornado, typhoon, or hurricane imaginable. Your anguish and affliction will make you so destitute, you’ll wish you never lived. 28As a last resort, you will start speaking and acting spiritual, but I, Wisdom, will not respond. You’ll go to your place of worship, but you will not hear from me. Why? Because I am not in you. The key word is ‘IN’”.  (Part 2 of 3)

Reflections

	This portion of a long ProVerbs is one that seems to say all is lost, but what is the purpose of Wisdom’s warning?

	Verse 27 says unimaginable terror will come upon people. How does this make you feel and what can be done to keep this from happening?

	Notice the last sentence: “The key word is ‘IN’” (v. 28). How does Wisdom get in you? (The next reading will reveal the answer . . .)


Day 8

Faithlessness – The Enemy of Wisdom

ProVerbs 1:29-33 (3 of 3 Parts) – “Here’s your problem (which could also be your answer if you will listen): You’re too passive and will not seek to enter through the doorway of spiritual wisdom to understand who I am. You have chosen the world’s so-called wisdom rather than decide to step into the awe—the presence—of who I am, the God who loves you and wants to have a personal relationship with you. 30So far you have not yielded to my advice to enter in. Even now you dread and reject my counsel. You don’t like to be corrected by another. 31Therefore the fruit of your selfish ways will consume you. Your appetite for hearing yourself speak will so intrigue you, you will die from a selfish love of yourself. 32Listen to this last warning and I’m finished. Your simple-minded way is called apostasy. Some call it backsliding. Whatever. It is faithlessness toward spiritual wisdom and it will be the death of you—eternal death. You may have enjoyed peace and quiet and retired with enough to enjoy security. But do you know how I define a fool? A fool is an arrogant, insolent, stupid person who perishes because they choose ignorance over wisdom—my wisdom. 33But here is my last invitation to you. If you will hear me and will turn to the One who died in your place to cover your sins, you will discover that I will come into you and inhabit you. I will set up residence in you and we will live in security, and we will rest in confidence and ease. Yes, even when ‘all hell breaks loose,’ you will not shake or be loosened from the Rock that secures you. For if you will search me carefully, you will discover that I, Wisdom, am that Rock—Jesus Christ—‘the wisdom of God.’” (cf., 1 Corinthians 1:24, 30; Colossians 2:3; John 5:24)  (Part 3 of 3)

Reflections

	According to the title, faithlessness is the enemy of God’s Wisdom. How have you fought against God’s Wisdom?

	In what areas have you listened to the world’s wisdom?

	How does God define a fool? What is the only hope for a fool? (See Final Page chapter of this book for assistance.)


ProVerbs Two

––––––––
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Day 9

Wisdom Rewards with Discretion

& Discernment

ProVerbs 2:1-5 – My dearly loved child, if you will consume my insights and cherish them as golden rules (remember the Ten Commandments?), 2so that you intend to act out that which you hear, your mind will be skilled in wisdom. Stretch out your inner self—your mind, will, and emotions. Open your inner self to me, that you may be quick in discerning truth. 3I’m telling you, if you will cry out to the Lord for His knowledge, insight, and discernment—even plead with Him as a beggar—He will give you discretion. 4But you must search diligently for God’s wisdom as you would search for silver or a precious jewel that you lost. 5And when you have the Lord’s full attention, bow before Him in sincere reverence and be astounded as you acquire the wisdom of the Almighty One. (cf., The Ten Commandments: Exodus 20:1-17)

Reflections

	How does God’s Wisdom affect your inner self?

	Why isn’t His Wisdom automatically received with your commitment?

	What is one area in your life that discernment of God’s Word can help you every day?


Day 10

Benefits of Listening To

& Learning God’s Word

ProVerbs 2:6-8 – By His power, the Lord our God deepens the mind with the finesse of a skillful orator. When God speaks, His words plow deep furrows in the mind, planting the seeds for learning and discretion. 7He stores up treasured wisdom for those who choose to live within His moral boundaries, becoming their shield of defense as they lead in a lifestyle of integrity and purity. 8As Protector, He guards the way of the godly through paths of justice, law, and order. This keeps His children under His abiding, protective care.

Reflections

	When you read these passages, God speaks through His word. How do His words affect your mind?

	How have you been challenged in one area of your life to make changes?

	How can living within “His moral boundaries” benefit you?

	In what way is pursuing His wisdom worth “His abiding, protective care”?

	In what area of your life do you need a shield of protection?


––––––––
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Day 11

Abiding = Revelation & Refreshment

ProVerbs 2:9-12 – While abiding with Him, the Lord our God reveals how we must act justly and remain in the right, living under His prescribed ordinances, treating everyone with fairness. This fortifies the godly way of living. 10When you abide in this revelation, the skill of wisdom sharpens your heart—your inner person—and causes you to respond with cleverness and depth, making your daily conversation with others delightful and refreshing. 11Then the ideas and plans of your heart will keep you upfront as the person with cutting-edge solutions that enhance spiritual and practical living. The key word is “abiding.” 12Do you want to be spared or delivered from those who advance adversity, who live a life that contradict God’s way of living and His character traits? Do you want freedom from those who constantly speak perverse ideas and ways? Then learn the secret and blessing of abiding in God’s presence. Abide in His wisdom.

Reflections

	In our world today, you are expected to treat everyone equally and fairly. How can you do this and remain in a “godly way of living”?

	How can you encourage others to live in spiritual freedom among the ungodly?

	How does abiding with God keep you delightful and refreshing to others who may not believe in Him? 


––––––––
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Day 12

Path of Godliness v. Deception

ProVerbs 2:13-22 – The abiding presence of God fills you with wisdom and gives you strength to reject the caravan of deviants—those who lead a lifestyle of despair, ignorance, and terror. 14Those who grow weary of godliness find it easier—even fun—to mingle among the ungodly. Sin loves a crowd and is glad when people deviate from their God. 15“Easy Street” maintains a warped view of God and those who live on it are deceived in its route. 16It’s a wide street that leads you to the houses of immoral people—people who believe and participate in unnatural behavior. Their minds are consumed with seductive ideas and smooth talking. 17They have abandoned their childhood training and discipline. They forgot the goodness of godliness and their decision to follow the ways of God. 18They stopped looking upward and started traveling down the path of the immoral. It is the pathway to death. 19All who travel this path never return the same—many never return at all. 20So decide early to stay on the path of morally pleasing, godly people and cling to their ways of uprightness. 21Why? Because there’s an eternity ahead of you and only those who pursue righteousness will inherit God’s land and abide in His presence forever. 22Do you understand the difference? Can't you see the bigger picture? You must choose daily, so choose wisely because the path of deceivers is a path that will destroy them across the land. They became betrayers, a people who will be uprooted and banished from God’s presence.

Reflections

	Did you ever abandon any childhood training and “walk” down an immoral or questionable path?

	If you did and you had a past and positive moral upbringing, what caused you to travel down this immoral or questionable path?

	Who do you listen to when you’re advised to think of the bigger picture of your life choices?

	There’s always a choice when it comes to pursuing right living. What choice can you make today to take one step back on the right path?

	How can you hold yourself accountable to stay on this path?


ProVerbs Three

––––––––
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Day 13

Value of Godly Parents

ProVerbs 3:1-4 – My child, who I love dearly, as I have protected you, so guard my instructions in your heart and mind. They are the prescriptions for your life because they are the very commands of our loving God. 2Do you want prolonged days with daily strength, prosperity, and satisfaction? Then pursue God’s wisdom with passion. 3Do not abandon your daily devotion toward the goodness and trustworthiness of His words. String them as knotted beads about your neck.

Lengthen this necklace daily and wear it to be seen. Engrave His words upon the precious threshold of your heart and mind. 4Do that and you will acquire God’s unfailing love, mercy, and good sense before His face and viewed as exceptionally wise before all people.

Reflections

	As you read this book, you will discover that many ProVerbs are from parents written to their children. What ways should parents express God’s love as listed in the above ProVerbs?

	Did you have godly parents? If so, what values did you carry with you when you became independent of your parents? 

	If not, what can you pull from these ProVerbs that you would want to share with your children or grandchildren?

	When it comes to God’s wisdom, how would you describe pursuing it with “passion”?


––––––––
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Day 14

Life – Pleasant & Prosperous

ProVerbs 3:5-8 – Boldly place confidence in the Lord, the One who loves you, with all your will and intellect. Don’t rely on your own ability to figure things out, 6but respectfully designate all things to His will and He will straighten your life out and make it pleasant and prosperous. 7Don’t rely on your opinions, or the opinions of others, as the source and strength of life lessons. Instead, revere and respect the Lord, and turn away—reject—the drive that is disagreeable with God’s will. 8Do this and you will experience repair in the broken areas of your life and rivers of rejuvenating water into your whole being.

Reflections

	Do you believe there’s a God with whom you can fully trust with your life? What experiences have led you to believe this, good or bad?

	What does He require of you to repair your life and make it pleasant, prosperous, and rejuvenating?

	List an area in your life and start today to make this more of a reality.


––––––––
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Day 15

Honor & Gifts

ProVerbs 3:9-10 – Give heavily to the God who is personal and loves you. Give lavishly to Him! How? By acknowledging your total indebtedness to Him. Convince Him that all you have is His—everything—even life itself. Look at all your possessions: a job, a house, food, clothing, etc. They’re gifts from God. A family, relatives, friends? Gifts from God. A dog, cat, or other animals? God has provided! 10What about your tomorrows? Do you want to have a solid and prosperous future? Do you want all your needs met? Spiritually? Emotionally? Socially? Then trust God for an overflowing abundance. Let your relationship with Him be first place in


	Your life is a gift, made by others and given to you. What you make of it reflects your appreciation of others. God, as Creator, has surrounded you with opportunities to express your appreciation. According to these ProVerbs, how can you best express your appreciation to God for your life’s gifts?

	How have you expressed love towards someone else, including God?

	What does God promise to those whom He loves?

	Perhaps you have suffered the loss of one or more of the above-mentioned gifts. If so, how can you show gratitude to God during your loss?
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	God’s love is intertwined with His training methods. What are the benefits of accepting and obeying His methods of discipline?

	Whether disciplining yourself to reach a goal or disciplining a child to change a bad behavior, how should you discipline to model God’s love?

	Settle on one correction you can do today that will help you make this change.
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	Are you preoccupied with earthly possessions? If so, how can you change your view to long for wisdom? If not, how can you help someone who may have this problem?

	How can you use nature to view God’s wisdom?

	If wisdom is the breath of God (and it is), how should you approach God’s word, which encompasses His wisdom, in your life?

	Does the mention of studying God’s Word ignite a sense of awe and priority in your life? Does the anticipation of receiving God’s wisdom enter your mind? Why or why not?

	What does God’s wisdom do to your soul—your innermost being?

	What is a particular incident you are currently anxious about? How do these ProVerbs address those feelings in your life?
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	Think of someone you know who seems to have great assets. Now think of another friend who seems to struggle each day just to have basic needs. How can you pray for these two? How can these two help each other?

	What do these ProVerbs say to those who have much and are confronted with the needs of others?

	Who can you think of today that needs your special provision? How and when will you respond?






	Define “opinion” in your own words. Fine time to write it down and compare your definition with a dictionary. (If you’re meeting in a group, compare your definition with others.)

	If you’re meeting in a group (or based on your dictionary), do others’ definition of opinion help you understand the word better? (Perhaps improve your definition?)

	Is being right more important than being a helpful sounding board? How can you incorporate the two?

	When is a debate on an important matter effective?

	Think of a relationship you have that you regularly express your opinion. How does this ProVerb help you in expressing your next discussion?
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	Do you know anyone like the wicked person described in these ProVerbs? Does it make you angry when they get away with their misdeeds or crimes?

	How do the above ProVerbs depict God’s involvement with the ungodly and the godly?

	Do you promote godliness and do people respect your godly convictions? Why or why not?

	How should you respond toward those in question 1?
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	What is your best study skill for retainment? How can you apply your study skill for understanding the commands of God?

	Why is it important to know and understand God’s commands?

	How important is it to have godly training within your family or friend group?

	How can you consistently commit to learning God’s commands today? Develop a plan for 30 days. Write your schedule down and stick with it.












	What is one important lesson you learned from a parent or teacher that you still hold on to as truth today?

	How do you receive and retain instruction from God?

	What are the benefits of following the instructions of God?
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	How can you make God’s wisdom become your wisdom? How do you do that?

	How is physical nourishment like spiritual nourishment for your body? What diverts your attention away from eating healthy?

	If you don’t discipline how and what you eat, what happens to your physical body? If you apply this same principle to your spiritual intake, what outcome do these ProVerbs predict?
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	What bad habits or characteristics of ungodliness haunts you?

	What consistently turns up in your life when you harbor bad habits?

	How can you turn away from a bad habit or behavior? (Pray for God’s wisdom and for strength to free you from this each day.)
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	What lustful thoughts do you or someone close to you struggle with?

	What is one way you can escape from this temptation?

	How can you avoid a situation that could lead to someone seducing you?

	Not taking action is explained in these ProVerbs as laziness. If you’ve found yourself as morally “lazy” in this area, what is one thing you can do today to strengthen you in the right direction?
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	Whether married, in a relationship, or single how does the culture’s view of sexuality differ from God’s design in these ProVerbs? 

	How does the illustration of maintaining a single, meaning a pure, manageable headwater differ from what culture teaches about sexual purity?

	Why is commitment to one person so important in a marital sexual relationship? How does this position protect a family?

	What can you do to kindle (or maintain) the passion in your marriage or keep the romance alive once you’re married?



[image: ]






	Sometimes you have a hard time saying no to taking on new commitments or agreements with others. Have you been guilty of this?

	Name one task or commitment you agreed to do this past week. Did it interfere with a daily chore or commitment you previously made?

	Is this commitment one you need to tackle right now, or should you lay it aside and return to something more important?

	Do you need to stop and prioritize the commitments in your life? If so, pray for God’s help in your prioritizing.
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	Some of us take on too many commitments, while others sit and let others do the work. Do you fall into either of these categories or do you feel you keep a healthy balance?

	Is there a particular area you’ve been asked (or thinking) to help out with? What is keeping you from devoting your time and talents in this area?

	The ant in God’s story above works consistently and is nourished daily and during future disruptions. If you find yourself lonely, sad, or bored, perhaps you need to find something to do with your time. What’s a first step you can take this week to bless someone by working or helping out?
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	Are you in a destructive relationship with a friend or group? How do you know, according to these ProVerbs?

	Pray for courage and wisdom in how to navigate through this relationship to end the destructive nature involved. What is one thing you can do to protect yourself from ungodliness?

	How can you reflect God’s love to an individual or group while still distancing yourself from the ungodliness?

	What does these ProVerbs say is the result of the ungodly?
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	When you read the list of relational enemies to God, can you identify with any that may be keeping you from a loving relationship with Him?

	Which areas can you improve upon today? Check the Subject Index in this book and study any ProVerbs beside any area that can help you improve your relationship with God.

	How can you help a friend that may be struggling in the same area as you?

	These ProVerbs say that destroying family relationships is the worst enemy of all. Why do you think this is so?


[image: ]








	These ProVerbs reveal the dangers of a sexual affair. Do you know of someone whose infidelity destroyed a relationship?

	These ProVerbs also reveal people at their worst: enraged over unfaithfulness. Revenge may not be considered as the “Christian” thing to do, but can you expect it to happen? Why?

	With God, nothing is impossible. We know He can forgive us. How can you help someone find forgiveness and inner peace after an affair?
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	Why do you think sexual sins appear to be in a more serious biblical sin-class by themselves?

	Affairs start with words, emotions, and a feeling of something missing in a relationship. How can you guard your heart and mind before an emotional or physical affair starts?

	What steps can you take to assure that an innocent conversation and relationship do not result in an affair?

	What advice would you give to a friend who is considering (or showing signs of) having an affair with someone?
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	Is Scripture memory only for children? Why is it important for adults as well?

	What are different ways you can hear God’s messages? Choose one that you can improve on today.

	How is inner peace obtained and how can you put God’s word into your heart every day?
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	How do you obtain true wisdom?

	What are some areas in your life that you could use wisdom right now?

	Do you know of any government authorities who seek God’s wisdom? How can you encourage more of your local authorities to do so? Would this book be a good resource for your local authorities? If so, mail them a copy.

	When was the last time you set aside a specific time to seek God’s wisdom? What does God promise when you do seek wisdom?

	How is God’s wisdom described as love? How does He express love?
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	How can we know God’s wisdom?

	What dangers can we face if we reject His wisdom?

	How can you help rescue someone from spiritual “self-destruction and misery.”? 

	What is God’s promise to those who “hunger in obedience”?
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	How can you express your love for God’s wisdom?

	Can you share God’s love with others? Think of one way you can share His love with someone today.

	God never intended that His word be so complicated that the average person could never attain its knowledge. How can you read His words in such a way that it becomes clearer? (Consider this author’s novels.)

	What does it mean to become one with God in sacrifice? What does God want to reveal to you through His oneness with you?







	Who do you go to for godly advice? Why?

	Do others come to you for advice? Why?

	When’s the last time you gave advice to someone who didn’t want it? How did they respond?

	Search your heart. How would you handle unwanted, but needed, godly advice?

	How can you assure the advice you give or receive is from God and not from your own or others’ resource?
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	Our culture is saturated with sexual pleasures. What areas of your life have been affected by this culture?

	How have your choices influenced others’ futures, for better or for worse?

	What happens to those who do not heed God’s warnings to repent of these sins—these actions?

	Are you, or someone you know, caught up in sexual immorality now? What can you do to help you (or another) get back on the right path?
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	How has God’s wisdom saved you from making a mistake this past week, month, or year?

	We desire peace and knowing our needs are met. What choices may be keeping you from attaining these?

	How have you placed your own cravings and desires in front of God’s will? What can you do to correct this?

	What does God promise when you put Him first?


[image: ]






	An old paraphrase reads, “Idle hands are the devil’s workshop;” (Proverbs 16:27a; The Living Bible; ©1971; Tyndale House Pub.). The above ProVerbs tend to agree. What are the benefits of consistent work?

	Wealth can also mean more than having an abundance of money. How are you wealthy beyond your bank account?

	Besides charitable giving, how can your wealth be shared?

	If you do not consider yourself wealthy, what can you do to change your situation?

	How is your wealth a witness for God to others?
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	We can all think of a person (or two) who lives an ungodly, crooked life. What do you hope others think or say of you when they see you or hear your name?

	Have you ever been guilty of using destructive words about yourself or others? If so, how can you change such destructive thoughts, words, or actions?

	Consider writing down ways you can improve your life of integrity and godly standards.






	Does your face sometimes say more than your words ever could? Is this a negative or positive trait?

	How have your words blessed or cursed someone today?

	Do you consider yourself stubborn? What four words listed above describe a stubborn person?

	How can God’s wisdom change your body language, speech, and ultimately your heart?






	Wealth requires vision and a willingness to work. Do you consider yourself wealthy? (Refer back to ProVerbs 10:4-5 to help you answer these questions.)

	What do you consider as your current investments? How are you working to build them?

	What are the investment rewards of the upright? What tangibles can you point to that reveal the rewards of your godliness?

	How can you help an impoverished (and perhaps ungodly) person get out of their impoverished cycle? Pray for and think of someone that you can start helping this week. (Use caution and it’s best to do this with your spouse or a trustworthy friend(s).)

	This old saying seems pertinent: Plan the work and then work the plan.
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	Words can help or hurt others, and sometimes others just need us to listen. How have your words or ears comforted someone this week?

	How has someone’s words helped or hurt you this week?

	Have you been a source of spreading a rumor? What can you do to stop a current rumor?

	How can you be a blessing to someone who has hurt you or you have hurt?
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	When you do a job, how can it bring God glory and honor?

	How can discipline and reliability be applied to your profession?

	How do you feel when someone is careless or does a bad job? How can this make God feel when we do the same?

	What is our blessing and promise when we do all our work in honor of God?
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	When we choose to act based on God’s standards it affects all parts of our life. What decision (or act) did you do this week that was based strictly on God’s standard?

	How does living by God’s standard affect your daily life & decisions?

	How does choosing your own path affect your daily life, according to the above ProVerbs?
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	When we serve others, we need to do so in our thoughts, speech, and actions. Think of someone who you can serve this next month using all three areas (thoughts, speech, & actions).

	How will you prepare your heart and mind to serve others?

	Have you been guilty of coveting someone who appears to be more fortunate than you? What do these ProVerbs say about this?

	What can you do through that with which God has blessed you?
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	Do you know someone whose reputation has been tarnished because of a bad choice? Are you guilty of tarnishing your own reputation?

	What do these ProVerbs say about how to turn a tarnished reputation around?

	How do God’s standards play a role in your reputation?

	Why is it important to uphold a reputation of positive moral values?






	What do you find attractive in others?

	Does your answer above reflect outward appearance, possessions, status, family connectedness, or God’s standards?

	God looks at the heart and we should do as well. What does these ProVerbs say about a person’s inner self?

	How can these ProVerbs help you the next time you notice an “attractive” person? For what should you be looking?
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	It can be easy and quite normal to hold on to your money, possessions, or accomplishments, but these ProVerbs speak against this. How can you be more generous in your giving?

	Even though you should not look for praise from others, how you are seen through others’ eyes can bring glory to God. How do others see you? How does God see you?

	Write a short prayer of thankfulness to God on how He has blessed you. Include a line or two asking Him to help you be more generous of your money, possessions, and/or use of your accomplishments. Consider listing several ways He reveals how to do so. Post this prayer at a prominent place for you to view regularly.
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	Your family can be a great resource to you. When is the last time you asked your parents or grandparents for godly advice in an area of your life? What did (or will) you ask?

	If you were not raised in a godly home, who do you consider as godly “family” from whom to get advice?

	Why is it important to pass on godliness to your children or others who do not have a godly family?

	Who can you share advice with this week? What issue is God placing on your heart to offer advice on? Check your heart and motive first, then pray that God will give you that opportunity and the words to say that will bring Him honor and glory.
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	Using the above ProVerbs, find three doable acts or beliefs that should be a foundation in your family (or future family).

	God places an authority in your family; it may be you. How do (or would) you handle any pets under this (or your) authority?

	What plans do you have for your family this month? This year? The next five years? How can your plans bring honor and
glory to God?
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	How can you speak truth?

	How can you challenge “the fool” who speaks lies in a way to help them out of deception and to keep them from deceiving others?

	Are there areas in your life that need a new direction to help you “speak” goodness and truth? Ask God to reveal to you any areas in your life where your statements need to be clarified for truth to be known. Consider writing these areas down to help remind you.
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	When ProVerbs speak of lies, gossip and deception, it’s easy to think of those who may have harmed you by these practices. But what about you? Focus on your actions for a moment and see if you can name a recent time you stretched the truth.

	How can you promote the well-being of a family member or close friend by correcting misinformation you may have shared?

	Just like lies, arguing for the sake of arguing or being right goes against God’s standards. Is there an area in your life you can let go of being right to bring peace in a relationship? If yes, start today to restore a relationship.
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	There are many things we do for ourselves and other things we don’t do for convenience. What is something you let someone else do for your convenience?

	What does God’s word say about letting others do for you that you can do for yourself, in a spiritual sense?

	What are you choosing to lose if you let others make all your spiritual choices in life?

	How can you know that you are prepared to walk in God’s standards?
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	Who do you take advice from before making an important decision?

	What quality(-ies) does this person have that draws you to them for advice?

	How can you keep from making a decision that ends in confusion?

	Why is it important to set goals for yourself?

	What goal can you set today that can add to your testimony of following God’s direction?






	If you are blessed with more than you need, how can you bless others?

	If you don’t feel like God is blessing you, what do the above Pro-Verbs offer you?

	Are you on the giving or receiving end of the message of these Pro-Verbs? Of the two, which dominates your mind?

	What can be your prayer after reading these ProVerbs?






	Are you currently trying to solve a problem? If so, contemplate on it while you read through the following questions.

	Who can you go to for Godly wisdom in solving this problem?

	What does the above ProVerbs remind you about problems you have said in prayer to God?

	What value is found in waiting for God to provide an answer on His timetable?
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	When studying God’s Word, do you prefer studying with a group or alone in a quiet time?

	What are the benefits and drawbacks of both?

	How do you know if how your studying is both careful and reliable?

	What can you do to ensure you are “drinking in” (being refreshed by) God’s Word and gaining a more mature understanding?
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	Nearly every ProVerbs you’ve read gives you the pros and cons in living according to God’s standards. What changes have you made since beginning this study?

	How have these changes affected your daily lifestyle?

	Have you made any changes in friendships? If so, why did it happen?

	What are your future rewards for making any positive changes?
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	Finances can be a difficult subject to discuss, but think about how you can use finances to bless your family and others. You may want to write a few of them down.

	If you haven’t done so, create a budget based on your income. In your budget categories, include a line for family vacations and for benevolent giving. (If you need help, internet search “financial peace university” for a Christian’s training on budgeting.)

	What do the above ProVerbs say about saving?

	If you are living from paycheck to paycheck, what can you do to earn just a little more to put away for an emergency? Start a savings plan today. (If you are studying in a group, your group could work together in discovering ways to earn more income for everyone.)
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	Respect can be defined many ways and varies from culture to culture. Most agree that person-to-person respect involves you treating someone the way you’d like to be treated. How can your children be taught respect that honors both your culture and God’s word?

	Why is it important to teach your children respect?

	If you don’t deal with disrespectful behaviors from your children now, how can this affect their future?

	How can proper, godly discipline show your children authentic love and how to love?






	Why is it important to fellowship with other believers?

	How is fellowship with believers different than with non-believers?

	What can you do to keep your gatherings pleasing to God and sweet to the depths of your soul?
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	What are some suggestions for running a godly household?

	What area of a godly household do you feel you need the most work in?

	There’s a saying: “One day the kids will be gone and the house will be clean.” What does this saying and verse 4 above make you think of?

	How can you start today to lead or improve your household with integrity and words of humility?
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	It can be difficult to share your faith with others. How do these ProVerbs encourage you?

	What are the concerns or entrapments of which you should be watchful?

	How do you get out of a heated debate about God and still love the person with whom you are debating?

	What can you pray for today in regard to your own testimony?

	If you sincerely ask, God will place on your heart someone with whom to share His truths and your testimony. Who has God placed on your heart?
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	The above ProVerbs deal with real-life issues that many face today. If loneliness or depression is a part of your life, you should find someone with whom you can confide. How can Scripture help you with loneliness or depression?

	If past choices sometimes haunt you, what do these ProVerbs say about moving on?

	What hope do you receive when you think of dwelling with God today?

	What can you do today to seek joy and peace and who can help you find your way back to trusting in God?
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	These ProVerbs may cause you to think of many posts on social media sources. Have you ever forwarded a post or believed a report without checking to see if it’s based on truth?

	When you hear a “truth” shared about God or the Bible on media, how would you “fact-check” it?

	If a “truth” is untrue, how can you counter it with the truth?

	When you seem to be bombarded with untruth, how do you respond, or who (or what) can you turn to?
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	In a previous discussion, we discussed helping the poor, but what do you do when someone refuses your help and doesn’t want to get out of their poverty?

	Are you friends (or have a family member) with a problem like this? Think of them for a moment.

	How can you pray for this person? What can you ask God to do in your life to minister to them?

	If you find yourself feeling that this person is you, what does verse 24 command you to do to start moving in a new direction?
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	Think back to that day God delivered your soul from eternal judgment. Do you still have that excitement and want to share what you have with others? If not, why? (If you haven’t experienced God’s salvation or giving your life to God, turn to the Final Chapter for assistance,)

	Have you witnessed a person (perhaps a minister) who talks about God but doesn’t share the steps to salvation? What does the above ProVerbs say about this type of message?

	How can you share God’s plan for salvation with others?

	Take time to list a few names and begin praying for a way to share God’s plan of salvation with them.






	Leaders must remain calm and think through problems to make good decisions. Nearly all professions require some leadership role. How can you better lead others who depend on you for leadership?

	How does self-control help you make better decisions in your profession?

	How does self-control affect the finances of your profession or your place of business?

	How does self-control help your employees or co-workers be their best?
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	“Random acts of kindness” has become a fad during certain times of the year. But what can you do to keep that spirit alive all year long?

	How can living by God’s standards help you to be consistently kind to those in need?

	What does having a godly heart have to do with discernment?

	How does discernment help you to show kindness?
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	Think of your current national leader(s). Regardless of how you voted or how you feel about him/her, how can you pray for that person(s) now?

	You’ve probably heard, “With great power comes great responsibility.” How does this statement relate with these ProVerbs?

	You, yourself, are a leader in many ways. How are you helping to bring God’s favor to those under your leadership?

	How can you pray for God’s favor over your workplace and/or household today?
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	Right now, speak with calmness and composure. Difficult? For some it is. Think of ways for God to give you the mental strength to speak this way under any circumstance.

	How do you respond to someone who doesn’t remain calm when reacting to a stressful situation?

	How does childhood discipline (or lack thereof) predict adult behavior? Which ProVerbs above explain(s) this prediction?

	Can you as an adult be disciplined? How can discipline help you act with wisdom?


[image: ]






	What qualities does your best friend(s) contain that attracts your loyalty to them?

	What qualities do you, as a Christian, contain that attracts them to you?

	Why is it important for you pray for and study the Bible with your friends?  Why might this be an important thing for you and your friends to do?

	What are you and your close friends promised as God’s children?
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	Why do you think discipline is so important in the Scriptures?

	What are the dangers of a lack of discipline?

	Think of an area you may be lacking in a specific (perhaps hidden) discipline. What steps can you take to form a discipline of improvement?

	What is holding you back from correction in this area?

	Will you pray today to be redeemed from this rebellion of discipline?






	Are you an optimist or a pessimist?

	How does this affect relationships in your life?

	If you find yourself emotionally spent at the end of the day, what can you do to help yourself in this area?

	If your thoughts are joyful, how can you share and bring joy to others? If not, who can help you become more positive?
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	Think of your last prayer. What things in that prayer produced your gratefulness?

	Can you recall any of your daily needs that are not currently being met or could use some improvement?

	What can you do to remedy this?

	How do you find peace during times of uncertainty?

	Some people place their hope in certain games of chance during times of uncertainty. To what do you turn for hope?
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	In these ProVerbs, two specific bad behaviors are described. Are either of these present in your life?

	How do you express patience?

	How do you express motivation?

	How can you gently nudge a friend to change either of these behaviors?

	Choose a friend you trust and decide how each of you can hold each other accountable in making changes to bad behavior.
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	Think of your relationship with your father, mother, or other guardian. How was respect taught?

	Now think of your relationship with your child(ren) in your family, church, or workplace. How is respect taught?

	In these ProVerbs, how does God teach respect?

	How do His ways compare with your above answers to numbers 1 and 2?

	How can you work to model God’s teaching of respect towards the children over whom you have responsibility?
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	Where are your thoughts today?

	Why should they be immersed in God’s Word?

	How and who can your conduct and speech benefit someone today?

	How can you know what you speak and how you live will be God-led?
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	How does being humble honor God?

	How does God respond to loneliness?

	What do these ProVerbs say about you living a clean and honest life?

	How does integrity help meet your needs?
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	There’s a children’s Christian song with a line, “I’ve got that joy, joy, joy, joy down in my heart. Where?” And then it repeats the line. Where does a Christian’s joy reside?

	Why is it necessary for joy to be implanted in your heart?

	When you are verbally corrected or attacked, how do you respond?

	How can someone “see” your inner joy?

	If you have Christian joy in your heart, can it be seen in your “happy eyes” —your face?











	Some people pour most of their lives into the devotion of a worldly “good” cause. While there are good causes throughout the world, where should a Christian’s first devotion be towards?

	What occurs within a Christian when they devote themselves to the Lord God, their Creator?

	How does a Christian devote their life to the Almighty?

	What steps can you take this week to improve your devotion to God?
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	Do you have goals for the next five years? If so, take time and write them down. If not, consider making some goals for the next five years and write them down.

	What goals do you have for this week or month? You should make some short-term goals.

	How does prayer and humility play a part in a Christian’s goal setting?

	Seek God’s will as you prioritize the goals and dreams God has given you this past year and which goals and dreams you feel He is leading you to accomplish the next five years. Set a reasonable pace.
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	Some people seem to get away with everything. Why is that?

	What does the last part of verse 5 say to you?

	Who offers forgiveness for our “disgusting” sins? (See Final Chapter for assistance.)

	What sins do you need to confess today and pray for God’s help to leave them behind?
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	God sets our lives into motion. What areas of your life have you dedicated to Him and felt His delight?

	Think of a ministry opportunity that you currently perform and/or would like to be a part of through which you can glorify God.

	How can you be faithful to Him in your ministry journey?

	Think of your current ministry plans. How can you make sure God is directing your every step?
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	Are you in a leadership position in your home, church, friend group, or workplace? How do you make fair decisions when it comes to others?

	Who do you consult when you need to make a big decision that will impact others?  Why?

	How do you maintain a positive attitude every day?

	When someone else makes a decision that affects you, how do you respond?

	How does these ProVerbs speak to how you should act or respond in the future?
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	The last set of ProVerbs (16:10-15) discussed making decisions for others. How did it help you make future decisions?

	How do the above ProVerbs help you make decisions when dealing with temptations?

	Does your ego ever get in the way of deciding to please God?

	Are you ever influenced by a friend or group to make a bad decision? Do you need to go back and rescind a decision you made with someone or a group?

	What can you pray today that can help check your ego and get you back to God’s standard?
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	These ProVerbs are meant to be a daily instruction—a daily resource. When you are around someone who devotes a daily devotional time with God, how do you feel when you listen to them speak?

	If you responded positively to #1, what can you do to be like this person?

	Do you ever find yourself sharing what you’ve read and learned from God’s Word?

	What is the result of your efforts to discover God’s insight through Scripture?

	What can you do to develop and improve your insight from Scripture and how can this impact others?
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	What does it mean to hunger and thirst for spiritual meat and living water? (Cf., Matthew 5:6)

	If you strive for understanding of God’s will, how will this impact your life?

	If you make a wrong decision, how can you turn it around and get back in God’s will?

	Consider contacting a person or group that can help you be accountable in staying in God’s will.






	Do these ProVerbs bring a person to mind? How do you respond to this person?

	When you acted like this person, how did others respond to you? (If you’ve never acted this way, how would you want others to respond to you?)

	Where do you hear or see most of what is described?

	How can you escape this person?

	How can you ensure you do not ever become this person (again)?
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	Why do you think 1 Corinthians 13:1-8a is included in these Pro-Verbs as a reference?

	How do you define love? Can you improve on (or add to) the 1 Corinthians 13 list?

	How does this definition of love show godliness and why is it associated with old age?

	Pick two areas of the above list in this ProVerbs you can work on this week.

	What will you do to accomplish success in these areas?
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	There’s a saying, “Patience is a virtue.” What does it mean to you?

	How do these ProVerbs help you with self-control?

	How does patience allow God to move in your life?

	How has God shown you His will in your life this past month?
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	How does heat affect metal? How is refining metal like how God refines us?

	If God is refining you now, how does sitting in quiet peace help you understand His will for your life?

	How does respecting God’s decision in your life help you move forward?

	Think of a decision or situation in your life that you have recently given over to God. (Pray His will be accomplished through your yielding decision.)







	Love is a reoccurring theme in the ProVerbs. Sometimes “tough love” must be displayed toward undesirables. How do these Pro-Verbs describe how to best love your enemies?

	How do you love the less fortunate? And your family?

	When you develop a mindset of superiority over others, what ways can God remind you of your own situation?

	How do you express love toward your father and/or mother? How does that reflect on your love of God?
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	The above ProVerbs teach you how to respond to different situations. When you speak, how can you ensure you speak the truth?

	When you give a gift, how can you ensure someone doesn’t feel like they must return the favor?

	When you are wronged, how can you ensure you offer true forgiveness towards that person?

	When you provide correction, how can you ensure God has control over the situation?
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	How often do you see disagreements or arguments among complete strangers or even friends on social media?

	If a person has a strong conviction, they may fight for that conviction to spread, whether right or wrong, and take no thought of who they may tear down along the way. Explain your feelings when you’ve read or even written this type of rhetoric before.

	Why is it so easy to see or experience this battle on social media?

	How can you fix a broken relationship if you have attacked (or been attacked by) someone on social media?
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	Have you ever compared your small sin to someone else’s sin and felt at least you’re not as bad as they are?

	What is God’s warning against a small sin?

	How may this act affect a family over time?

	What is the danger in condemning a person who has repented of their sin to God?

	How is this the same as turning a blind eye to their sin (i.e., clearing or defending the unrepented condemned)?
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	Having courage and logic should go hand in hand when dealing with different areas of our life. How does seeking God’s guidance help us to discern these different areas?

	Why would it be wrong (or dangerous) to not seek His guidance?

	How does discernment help us with relationships and friendships?

	Why is it important to seek His guidance in friendships and business agreements?
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	You’ll find other ProVerbs speaking on the importance of disciplining your children according to God’s standards. Here, how do you deal with a stubborn, rebellious child?

	What do you do with an older child whom you’ve taught and trained and still remains disobedient?

	Let’s go one step further. What if you experience rebellion in an adult child or your grandchild or perhaps another family member?

	What must you pray for in each person’s life in the above scenarios? 
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	Wisdom and joy can help you look at the bigger picture when it comes to everyday life. How can joy help you in everyday tasks?

	What can you learn from those who have joy and how these Pro-Verbs pertain to the bigger picture of life?

	What dangers are there in following a corrupt lifestyle?

	How does joy help you to live a healthy life?

	How does wisdom help you see the bigger picture of life?
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	What grade would you give your local educational system?

	Explain the opportunities for underachievers and overachievers in your local schools.

	How important is it for parents to monitor and assist in their child’s education? What happens when scoffers can control the discussion and quality goals to a local school system?

	How important is the local welfare system in bringing equality to children’s educational goals?

	What have you done to see how your local system operates?

	What can you do to contribute to developing a fair, honorable, and prosperous society?
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	Have you ever made plans for your future but did not pray over them first?

	Think of a time your plans did not go as planned. How did you feel about it?

	When plans fail, who do you confide in?

	If your confidant was a non-believer, how did they respond?

	If your confidant was a believer, how did they respond?

	What do these ProVerbs say about the speech of both in regard to God’s plan for us?
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	Ethical standards can most often be related to a profession, but it relates to life as well. How do ethics in a judicial system relate to how you judge others in everyday life? Do you consider your personal judgments in ethics fair?

	When you hear gossip, how do you react? How should you react?

	Why do these ProVerbs equate gossipers with overeaters? What does it mean to say that gossipers get so numb in their speech that they no longer recognize the nourishment of truth?

	In a profession, how can you ensure your ethics are not getting lazy, and how can you teach fair ethics to your family?
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	For some, putting all faith (trust) in God is hard. Do you struggle with this?

	If not, have you searched your heart to ensure pride is not affecting your judgment of yourself?

	Many allow pride to shield themselves from scrutiny of personal feelings. Do you allow God to search your heart—that is, your feelings? How does He search you?

	How does money (wealth) give you a false sense of security?

	How can you use wealth to teach yourself and others about discipline and integrity?
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	Fear can cripple us physically and emotionally. What is crippling you today? Spend a moment in prayer and take these fears to God now.

	Today (or this week), seek out verses of comfort and peace, even in the unknown. Write some of your verses down on small cards and place them around your house where you can see them as reminders of strength.

	How does reading God’s Word help you understand His mind?

	How does God’s Word bring you wisdom in times of fear, anguish, or pain?







	Pride can make you feel successful, but it can also deceive you. Think of a time when pride damaged a relationship or a job.

	In the job world, how can you seek God’s wisdom and humble yourself?

	In relationships, how can you humble yourself and seek forgiveness from those you have wronged?
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	When thinking of your husband or wife, what qualities drew you to that person?

	Do you feel that God brought you and your spouse together to complement one another? How do you express this to your spouse?

	In relationships, how can you humble yourself and seek forgiveness from those you have wronged?
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	How often do you check your social media in a day? Have you wished for a better life like those you see on the screen?  Why?

	On your personal social media platform, have you witnessed people asking for help? If so, how did it make you feel?

	Similarly, have you witnessed people putting their successes and/or possessions on display? How did that make you feel?

	How can you escape from feelings of inferiority?

	What step can you take today to know that God’s “likes” are more valuable than anyone else’s “likes”?
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	Why is living with an immoral person a life of daily conflict and confusion?

	What are the dangers of a wealthy ruler?

	What would be your guess as to the endless fear of a needy person?

	Consider someone and pray for ways you can help to end their fear of the future.
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	Why must deception and lying under oath be punished?

	Would you feel safe under the authority of an immature ruler? Why?

	Consider listing several characteristics of a mature decision-maker. Prioritize them as goals for your personal improvement.

	Consider praying daily for the decision-makers that supervise over you.
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	Do you have a passive husband/father? Consider listing his characteristics.

	What does passivity in these ProVerbs produce towards a spouse? Can a wife fix a passive spouse/father?

	Consider listing the benefits of a father who is right with God.

	How do children benefit from a father (or parent) who is right with God?

	How can you pray for a passive spouse/father?






	What is the danger of laziness?

	How do you receive “an acceptable spiritual relationship” with God? (cf., Final Chapter)

	Why is this relationship with God essential?

	Consider designing a bookmark that lists several ways to enhance your means to a deeper relationship with God.
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	What is the outcome of godly compassion? When was the last time you showed compassion toward someone?

	Why does this ProVerbs say this is the core nature of God?

	Why does it say to “remain silent” about your act of compassion?

	Consider a few future ways for you to perform godly compassion.
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	What is the difference between a child’s cry when they are hurt and when they are being disciplined?

	What do these ProVerbs say is the eventual outcome of a disciplined child?

	What is the eventual outcome of an undisciplined child?

	Consider ways you will discover if your child(ren) is/are understanding and learning from your disciplinary acts towards them.






	Your brain has an endless capacity to dream and create. Consider (list?) some goals or ideas you are currently working on to achieve.

	Who and what are your allies to creativity?

	What role do God and His Word play into your daily creativity?

	How do the needy fit into your future dreams and goals? Why is this important?
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	What/Who is the true source of inner joy?

	How is true joy described in these ProVerbs?

	Using verse 24 above, describe the opposite of true joy.

	Think of several ways you can improve and/or reveal your inner joy.
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	What are your thought patterns when you are disciplined?

	What words do these ProVerbs use to describe an undisciplined child?

	What can be the ultimate outcome of an undisciplined child or adult?

	There is a saying that if parents do not discipline their children, the government will. What does that mean to you?
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	There are numerous intoxication ProVerbs. Why do you suppose God speaks to this matter frequently?

	What are your own convictions or beliefs related to alcohol use? How do your beliefs line up with these ProVerbs?

	Why must all workers be sober before they do their jobs?

	Think of several immoral consequences (possible crimes) of intoxication. Are these consequences worthy of God’s (and your) warnings?






	Law and order must be respectful and fair. Recall an incident when you had to explain the fairness of a verdict cast before someone who thought the verdict was incorrect.

	Have you ever been party to (or witnessed) a disrespectful argument? How was it (or could have been) resolved?

	What is another way of changing a law rather than disobeying it?

	Have you ever said any of the above statements and how did it impact your planning?
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	Seeking advice is normal. Think of the most recent time you sought for and took someone’s advice. How was the outcome?

	Why is it important to weigh any advice with God’s word on that decision?

	How does a consistent walk with God make decision-making easy?

	What if God’s direction for you runs contrary to all others’ advice?
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	Can you think of a time when you or a friend/family member stood before a judge and hoped (prayed) they would have mercy on your/their incident? If so, what was the outcome?

	Why does “favoritism” or “double standards” in a judicial system damage civilized governments?

	Consider and remember a few incidents in the recent media from which you can teach the benefits of fair justice. Jot them down somewhere to refer to when needed.
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	Think of a recent example when you had to correct your/a child concerning a proper relationship with someone. How did that correction go?

	How do children learn best? What are some ways you live and teach children?

	How can you explain your relationship with God to your child?

	Take Benjamin Franklin’s saying, “Early to bed and early to rise, makes a person healthy, wealthy, and wise,” and fit it into your teaching about relationships with others and with God.
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	Is it proper to pray for a prosperous business? Explain how God’s will fits in a prosperous business.

	Explain how borrowing money can be a risky business plan. Explain the importance of truthfulness in a business transaction.

	A friend wants you to help them start a business that involves some questionable, immoral products. How would you talk this person out of the business plan?
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	Think of a recent situation where you asked your parents for advice.

	What are some qualities of your parents that you hope to pass down to your children?

	Have you ever spoken negatively about your parents in front of others? If so, why, and was it necessary?

	What can you do or say this week that would help you guard your tongue?
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	Think of a few times in your life when acting quickly was good and bad.

	When is it best to correct a person or situation, rather than waiting on God to right a wrong?

	What steps do you take to correct dishonesty? Name a personal example.

	How can you allow God better control over personal wrongs committed towards you?
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	When is it best to teach and train a person?

	In spiritual matters, when and how are principles best taught?

	What is the expected goal of teaching and training a young person?

	Describe a time when you discerned God’s will and obeyed His instruction.








	Is the devil real or a concept? Explain.

	How is your view of the devil different than your view of God?

	How do you relate differently to the devil and God?

	Define presumption and how it affects any relationship.
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	Think of (or write down) some essential qualities for a successful leader.

	Now think of (or write down) some signs of an unsuccessful leader.

	Do you think it is important for a leader to have an established and recognizable moral foundation?

	Using your answers above and these ProVerbs, try creating a job description of a leader you would support.
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	How can the elderly help youth and youth help the elderly?

	Have you had the responsibility of disciplining youth? What was the outcome?

	How do you feel discipline in your life affected you when you look back on bad decisions you’ve made?

	Have you found yourself asking an older/wiser person that went through a similar situation as you for advice? What was that situation and the outcome?
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	Why should governing authorities be godly people?

	According to verse 2 of the above ProVerbs, how does giving an offering or acting religious affect God’s response to a person’s gift or deed?

	What is the best act (or pursuit) a leader can do before their people?

	Make a mental note of three things you can do to be godlier.
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	Does your future rely upon labor or luck?

	How does the lottery help you reach your future goals?

	Statistically speaking, who buys the most lottery tickets: the wealthy or the poor? (Your state government website should have answers to this question and the question below.)

	If you play the lottery, calculate how much you spend a month on the game of luck. Decide if this fits into your budget and if you should continue. Your assignment: research and describe the odds of winning a lot of money playing the lottery.
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	What is (are) the outcome(s) of those who live in a relationship of conflict?

	Does having a relationship with God remove all relational conflicts? Why?

	How do you discover the characteristics of someone you might consider as a marriage partner?

	In what ways can God help someone search for a spouse?

	If you are married to an ungodly spouse, how can you pray for that person and your relationship?






	Think of ways you can help the ungodly.

	Now think of several ungodly people you may (or can) have contact with. What will you do to help them? (Be discerning with your answer.)

	How can you use “tough love” to help the ungodly?

	When justice is served for a crime, is that the end of helping someone or a means to an end? How can you help serve those who are incarcerated?






	How do you mentally prepare for a purchasing decision (large or small)?

	Consider a friend you know who is poor due to an addiction.

	What can you say or do for friends to help them make right choices?

	How can these ProVerbs help you help others?
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	Pleasantries and possessions seem to be a source for discernment and arguments in these ProVerbs. What is the solution to calm and peace in a family?

	What does arguing accomplish in decision making?

	Why is it dangerous to buy impulsively?

	Think of ways you can bring peace in your family when making purchasing decisions.







	What does the phrase “a lifestyle of godliness” mean to you?

	What are some ways you can live (or improve living) godly?

	What does God offer to those who “diligently pursue a lifestyle of godliness”?

	From the ProVerb above, list and describe the four discoveries from God for living godly.

	Choose to focus on one of these areas this month. What will you change to receive one of these discoveries from God?
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	Wars are mentioned throughout the Scriptures. How can you reconcile this with a God who loves people?

	Do you think God takes sides when it comes to wars? How do you judge which side God is on?

	To punish His people, Scripture records God allowing pagan nations to win a war against Israel (cf. 2 Kings 18, et al.). Why did He do that and how does that mesh with your answers above?

	According to this ProVerb, how is a war won in your own personal struggles?







	How is a good name (reputation) achieved?

	How is a bad name (reputation) achieved?

	Which is easier to achieve? Why?.

	Consider listing things within a person that can change their outward reputation. (Make your list as if you are counseling someone how to achieve a good name.)
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	There can be a fine line of discerning the motivation for obtaining possessions. Think of a time when you pursued something that you really did not need.

	God’s Word says elsewhere that the love of money can be a source for all types of evil results (cf. 1 Timothy 6:10). Think of a time when your or another person’s money obtained a greater favor or position before others.

	How is a person truly satisfied before God when it comes to possessions?

	What do you possess that really impresses God?
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	Which source would you gamble on as being more reliable: God’s Word or evil people’s resolve?

	Which of the two above frightens you more? Explain your answer.

	Why are God’s resources much greater than human wisdom?

	Look at verse 31 again. How would you explain the two resources and why one is greater than the other?
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	Has your good name and reputation ever been challenged? If yes, review the incident in your mind for a moment. Why did it happen? Did it cause you to now profile certain people differently?

	Three classes of people are mentioned in the above ProVerbs. How do they each benefit and help one another?

	Do you feel any of the three classes of people mentioned are more likely to have a bad reputation than the others? Why do you think that?

	Do you believe the last sentence of verse 2? How have you recently helped another person from a different background?
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	How has your mental peripheral vision changed over the years?

	What are some of the basic needs listed in these ProVerbs that every person wants to have?

	What are the dangers of being naïve.

	Describe the type of spiritual climate every person needs surrounding them. Do you have this type of climate?







	The lure of sin can be painful. Name an enticement that you pursued only to be met with disappointment.

	What spiritual power source is behind the lures of sin?

	What and where is the source of resistance against sin?

	How can you avoid future sins?
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	If (or when) you are married and have children, what do you become for that child (or your children)?

	What two things do your children need to see in you and be trained to receive?

	What are the benefits of this training?

	Name a situation that required a decision you had to make, and you made it based on something you were taught when you were younger.
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	What is your attitude toward someone you borrow money from or make payments to for something you have purchased?

	Think of several advantages and disadvantages to becoming a borrower.

	What makes you a qualified borrower?  Have you ever borrowed more than you could pay back? If so, who helped you get back to financial stability?

	What are the dangers in borrowing near or beyond your ability to make negotiated payments?







	According to this ProVerb, what does moral perversion lead to?

	What type of personality usually accompanies an immoral person?

	Is there any hope for an immoral person?  Consider writing out a plan to help defeat an immoral act.

	Think of someone who has an immoral reputation and begin today to pray regularly for them.

	Search your heart: If you are personally struggling with an immoral act (lifestyle), consider taking it to God today for a solution to this act.
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	Think of an action you did this past week that you consider as kind and generous.

	Did you receive praise and thankfulness because of it? If not, why?

	Can you think of a group that you can join locally (or some other way) to promote kindness regularly?

	What type of people are you distant from and what can you do for this people group that would smooth over your distance from them?
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	How would you describe a ridiculer?

	Have you ever been guilty of ridiculing someone before knowing their side of the story?  What can you do to correct yourself of ridiculing someone?

	These ProVerbs connect ridiculing with a possible conversation with a leader. Think of something positive that you could say to a leader or local governing authority and send it to them.

	Why is it important that your words be godly and well-worth sharing?
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	Do you live with (or know of) a “lazybones?”  What are their characteristics?

	What good qualities can sometimes be misinterpreted as lazy characteristics?

	How can you motivate a person drawn toward laziness?

	How can you encourage a lazy person’s resistance to becoming productive?







	Adultery may be called (or involve) fornication, pornography, an affair, etc. Explain if you disagree.

	Why is God so adamantly against adultery?

	What do these ProVerbs say happens to those who commit adultery?

	Who is to blame for the punishment towards those who get caught committing adultery?

	How do you forgive someone (or yourself) for an act of adultery?
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	Why must children be disciplined?

	What do you consider as harsh discipline?

	What tools or methods do you use for disciplining your child?

	What disciplinary tools or methods would you use in a classroom of children?

	What is the end goal for discipline?
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	What are the two categories of misguided people in this ProVerbs.

	How are they alike and not alike?

	How do you respond to those whose deeds appear misguided?

	What is the warning for those whose interests and deeds are considered misguided or wrong?







	From where does knowledge come?

	Why do these ProVerbs describe knowledge as music?

	Do you sometimes get your wisdom from the world’s secular culture? Why or why not?

	What are the three things these ProVerbs say expresses a knowledge of God’s truths?

	How can you use these truths to establish hope within your life?
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	What did Jesus say about the poor? (Mark 10:21; John 12:8)

	Why do you think there will never be a lack for poor people?

	Describe your actions toward the poor this past week?

	Do you know of any landlords or creditors that treat the poor with greater sensitivity? Should they?

	What is the most important thing a poor person needs? Why?
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	Greed is probably the root of many sins, including corruption, deception, and even wars. Define greed in your own words, then compare it with others or a dictionary.

	Do you think all wealthy people are greedy? List a few people you think are wealthy but not greedy. Why are they not greedy?

	What can cause a wealthy person to become greedy?

	Why is greed compared to an appetite?

	How would you rate your status: poor, in the middle, or wealthy? How do you feel about your status.

	How can you keep from becoming greedy?







	Do you know of someone or some area (a town, community, etc.) that gets taken advantage of?

	How can you help people, or an area, not be taken advantage of?

	God’s word mentions widows and orphans as special people with whom He will avenge in their behalf. Why do you think this is so?

	Think of a widow or orphan that you can help with some need. Consider listing their name somewhere that will remind you to pray for them. Write a plan on how you will meet a need for this person.


[image: ]







	Why is discipline necessary to obtain God’s wisdom?

	What are several outcomes of proper discipline in godly learning?

	How have you been disciplined lately?

	What do you believe the outcome of your discipline will bring?
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	How early in life did you set lifelong goals?  What caused you to set any lifelong goals at an early age?

	Have any of your lifelong goals changed as you grew into adulthood or changed due to external circumstances? Describe the change.

	Alcohol and immorality (or selfish drives) are mentioned numerous times throughout the ProVerbs. How can these indulgences affect lifelong goals?

	What can you do today to ensure your lifelong goals are those you would want others to recognize you for when you reach your golden years?


[image: ]







	Do you currently have parents that you confide in? Why or why not?

	What do you feel your parents wanted you to achieve as a main goal in your life? Did you?

	How would you compare your parental skills with those of your parents?

	In these ProVerbs, what outcome made these parents most joyful? Why?







	Adultery, fornication, prostitution—these are words describing sexual infidelity or unfaithfulness to a spouse. What are some inner causes of such acts? 

	How can you explain to your developing children that sexual sins involve more than two people?

	How can you protect yourself against sexual infidelity?
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	From the above ProVerbs, underline some descriptive indicators that someone is an alcoholic.

	Are you an alcoholic or do you have someone close to you that is an alcoholic?

	What are a few dangerous incidents you have heard about or been a part of due to intoxication?

	What can you do to help someone or yourself get out of the vicious cycle of alcoholism? Will you help someone or seek that help for yourself?
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	Can you think of a recent time or event when you may have been jealous over someone’s talent, health, or possessions? Describe your feelings at the time.

	Sometimes certain people may flaunt their “stuff” before others. How should you respond when that occurs?

	These ProVerbs seem to indicate that there are ungodly people among us whose “stuff” may have been received in an ungodly way. What can you do to not be influenced by ungodliness?
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	How would you describe the difference between a house and a home?

	What do the above ProVerbs say are essential ingredients for a home?

	How do you ensure your house is a home to your children (family)?

	How do you ensure home teaching penetrates the minds of your children?
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	Think of several values in becoming skilled in your language.

	In what ways can a wordsmith add value to a community, state, or nation?

	What can you do to become a better communicator at your church or employment?

	Consider a few names you can pray for who are communicators.
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	Can you think of someone who you would classify as arrogant or disrespectful?

	How do these ProVerbs describe such a person?

	Have you exemplified any of these descriptions?

	Have you ever had bad thoughts towards someone who has hurt you?  If so, did you recover from it quickly or what happened as you harbored these bad thoughts?

	How can you pray today to become more attuned to God’s words?
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	How do you handle trouble or an obstacle that hinders you from fulfilling a worthy goal?

	Are spiritual goals easily obtained? Why or why not?

	Consider a goal you set for yourself that required (or requires) someone else to help you to fulfill.

	If God gave you a goal to fulfill, how can you best allow Him to help you achieve your goal?
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	Why is honey considered a healthy source of sweetness?

	If honey is beneficial to your body, how beneficial is the knowledge of God to your spiritual body?

	Consider several benefits of a healthy exercise routine to your body, especially if begun at an early age.

	Now apply the benefits of a healthy spiritual exercise to your inner self, especially if begun at an early age.







	Have you ever been robbed, or had something stolen from you?  How did it make you feel?

	What is wrong with a person who habitually robs or steals?

	What is the spiritual end of such a person who does not repent of their crimes?

	What role can you play in helping someone who has committed a crime against you?
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	Who are the two authorities that represent peace in the land?

	Which is the greater of the two?  Why?

	Describe the outcome of those who pervert godliness and justice.

	How should you treat those who disobey authentic authority?  Why?
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	Why must a legal system be fair for all involved? Do you feel like you have that now?

	Why does a fair legal system require good morals and a code for righteousness?

	Where can a standard—a foundation—of moral righteousness be found?

	How can you ensure you are supporting moral and righteous leaders in the legal system?
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	Are you currently employed, and do you like your current form (or pursuit) of employment?

	How important is it to like your employment? Why?

	Why is it important to save a portion of your income regularly?

	Christians also give a regular gift to their local church (usually a tenth of their income). That’s why many Christian financial planners will instruct you to learn to live off eighty percent of your gross income (10% to church & 10% for savings). Can you practice this type of budget? If not, what changes do you need to make to do so?
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	Consider several dangers of a habitual liar.

	How do you handle false accusations toward you?

	Have you ever been caught in a lie? If not, have you ever caught someone telling a lie? How did you handle either one (or both) of the above?

	How can you help children learn the value of being honest?






	In this ProVerbs story, make a mental note of some basic words that describe a lazy person.

	Do any of these descriptive words fit you? Why or why not?

	Did the lazy person in these ProVerbs have the same opportunity as the person who was observing the field? What was their main difference?

	Can you think of some ideas that could have changed the outcome of the lazy person’s life?
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	How can you more easily discern God’s words?

	In verse 2 above, what does the phrase, “Deep calls out from the deep” say to you?

	How is a ruler who searches for truth described in these ProVerbs?

	How can you ensure you give righteous advice and not be critical or ungodly?
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	How would it make you feel if you had been invited to a gathering and discovered your table was behind a group of reserved tables?

	How would it make you feel if you had been invited to a gathering and discovered your closest friends were seated in the back while you were seated at the front?

	Most commercial airlines have first-class or business seating. How do you feel toward those you pass by who are treated with more care than you know you will receive in the “coach” seating area?

	What do these ProVerbs say to you about who is considered important in each of the above scenarios?
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	You’ve been asked to determine the truth of statements. How would you investigate to determine if statements are true?

	If you vote on an issue or a person to represent you, how do you determine for what or for who to vote?

	Can you be trusted to keep a matter confidential? What makes you trustworthy?

	What can you do if you discover that you have prejudged a matter and allowed a lie to be passed as truth to others?
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	Think of a recent time when your words were either not appropriate or just plain ignored.

	How can your words be more carefully crafted and effective?

	God was/is an author. What value do you place on reading God’s Word?

	When possible, make a list of a few encouraging books you need to finish reading or plan to read soon. Schedule some reading time.






	What makes a person trustworthy?

	Can you recall a promise you heard made this past week that did not happen?

	Think of a promise you made this past week that you did not keep.

	What do these ProVerbs call a person that does not keep their word?

	What can you do to make your promises dependable?
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	There’s an old saying, “The squeaky wheel gets the grease.” Why is persistence a healthy trait in a person?

	When you get someone’s attention through persistence, is what you say or ask worth the effort you spent?  How so?

	When you speak before others, how do you make it worth others’ time to listen and respond to you?






	Do you agree that sometimes agreements (i.e., contracts) are needed for some purchases? Why or why not?

	Think of an agreement that you regretted within a year’s time of ownership.

	Who do you consult before making a purchase?  Why?

	There is an old saying, “Haste makes waste.” How does this saying apply in this ProVerb?
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	What makes some visits enjoyable and some torturous?

	How would you grade your visits outside your immediate family and what do you base your answer upon?

	When it’s time to finish a visit, how do those you are visiting respond to your announced departure?

	What does their response tell you about your visit?

	What can you change in your regular visits to people that would make them ask you to come back soon?






	How did you feel when someone lied about something in which you were involved?

	Have you ever lied about something?

	Sometimes speaking the truth can cost you dearly. Think about a time you either told the truth and suffered the consequences or told a lie to cover up the truth. What were your personal consequences for either or both situations?

	Why is trust difficult when it comes to a habitual liar?
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	Grief can make a person vulnerable toward bad decisions. How can you help someone who grieves make wise choices?

	Have you ever said something to someone in grief that didn’t help them?

	What attitude should you display when you enter a room where there is grief?

	Why is silence sometimes the best “words” to share with those who grieve?
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	Using the above ProVerbs, define grace and mercy. (Check the Final Chater in back of this book for help.)

	Have you ever helped a person who disagrees with you get what they wanted? How did it make you feel?

	Have you ever helped a person who disagrees with you get what they didn’t want? How did it make you feel?

	How can you help a prisoner of sin find the mercy and grace of God?

	Ask God to help you write someone’s name upon your heart that you can begin praying for that needs God’s mercy and grace.







	Can you think of a time when you stretched the truth or spoke when you shouldn’t have? If so, did it ever bother you afterwards?

	Describe the differences in your speech inside your home and outside your home.

	When you hear a message about heaven, do you quietly listen to hear it clearly? Why?

	When was the last time you and your family discussed heaven? Why is it important to speak of heaven in your home?
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	What happens when you cave in to ungodly (or unhealthy) desires?

	Recall an incident when your personal pride caused a bad ending.

	If you were able, how did you correct yourself?

	Describe an incident of healthy (godly) pride in your life.
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	Has anger ever led you to be arrogant?  If yes, describe the outcome of the incident.

	The above ProVerbs seem to point to an early source of the problem of arrogance. What is it, and why does it occur?

	In the above ProVerbs, find several companion sins to arrogance. What is the solution to arrogance?

	If you know someone you feel is blind to their arrogant behavior, begin praying for them today. If it is you, ask God to drive you from it and become humbled before Him and other people.
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	What are some common traits of laziness?

	Have you ever worked with a lazy person? If so, how did it affect you?

	What are several things that can help a person stop being lazy?
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	Have you ever gotten into a dispute of which you didn’t intend on taking a part?  If so, what was it about?

	How can you advise others on how to get out of an unwanted dispute?

	When you hear others speaking badly about others, how can you get them to stop?

	If such a person brushes off your corrections, how do you (or should you) respond?







	In the above ProVerbs, what are some keys words that describe an antagonist?

	Is this descriptive of someone close to you, like a family member or a friend?

	How do you socialize or communicate with an antagonist?

	Why do the above ProVerbs suggest you keep your distance from an antagonist?

	What advice can you give to someone who needs to talk reason to an antagonist?



[image: ]







	How do you feel when one of your big plans is disrupted?

	What do you say when someone discourages you of an idea, a plan, or a solution?

	Can you think of a time you resented someone for what they said about you or when they did something behind your back?  What are the dangers of resentment?

	What can you learn from the above ProVerbs about resentment and disruptions?
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	Have you ever had a friend who confided with you about an extramarital affair?

	What advice would you give them if they did?

	Why is faithfulness in a marriage so important?

	In a marriage who is responsible for intimacy?

	Is it possible to regain trust in a relationship after an affair? (If you believe so, what are the steps necessary for trust to be re-established?
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	At what age should faithfulness in marriage be taught?  By whom?  Why?

	Have you been given good advice but didn’t take it?

	What are the consequences of not listening to good advice?

	Do you have godly friends from whom you can receive advice?  Who are they?
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	How is your tolerance level toward those who think and act differently than you?

	Who made people different? If you answered with something (or someone) other than God, then how do you credit your own tolerance level?

	Politically speaking, why do the better-run governments have at least two parties with differing views?

	What differences attracted you to your spouse (or close friend)?

	Do they (in #4) listen to and heed your advice? Do you listen to and heed theirs? Do you agree you need people of differing views around you? Why?
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	Do you see yourself as others see you? If you asked a stranger (or an acquaintance with whom you work and doesn’t know you well) to describe you based on what they see, how would they describe you?

	The above ProVerbs speak of your eyes and what they communicate. In what ways do your eyes describe your priorities.

	Does your personality reflect your appearance? List one way you can improve your appearance to reflect a more appreciative personality.
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	Do you enjoy your work or employment? Compare one thing you like and one thing you dislike about your current employment (or studies). What does this say about your job (or studies)?

	Have you ever lost a job? Describe how you felt and if you were prepared for unemployment.

	What steps are you taking (or need to take) to prepare for a sudden change in income should your status change?

	How many dependents do you have?  How long could they survive without your current income?

	What are several ways you can better secure your future and the future of your dependents? (Enter “financial peace university” in your internet search engine for additional help.) 
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	Describe a dependable person.

	Can you think of a time when you were called upon to serve your community? How did that turn out and how did it make you feel?

	How do you keep yourself away from unlawful people? Why is it important to do this?

	Does your educational system teach and train children to be dependable and law-abiding?  Think of an example of when you were taught to be dependable.






	Are you a parent?  If not, can you remember growing up with parents (or legal guardians)? Good parents teach and train their children in moral behavior. From where do their ideas of teaching and training come?

	Think of one or two parental lessons that were difficult for you to follow.

	Think of one or two parental lessons that you have difficulty teaching.

	Are numbers 2 & 3 the same? Explain the “sameness” or difference.

	If you disobeyed your parents’ wishes, did you ever go back to them and apologize? If so, how did they respond? (If not, when will you do so?)






	People seem to live on two basic systems or guidelines: man-centered and God-centered. Some may classify them as immoral and moral. Use several words or phrases to describe the outcome of the two based on the above ProVerbs.

	How are the Ten Commandments still valid for you today?

	Do you live in a godly surrounding or an ungodly surrounding?  What can happen that would swap your answer—the outcome of your surroundings?
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	What are some important traits of a good ruler?

	Can you think of a time when you supported a leader who did not use good judgment?

	How did that make you feel?

	How do you ensure that you are using good judgment?
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	The opposite of productivity is consistent idleness. Does anyone come to mind who is a champion of idleness?  Is that person reliable?

	Think of a few characteristics of an idle person.

	Now think of a few characteristics of a productive person.

	If you have a friend who is known for their idleness, what can you do or say to help that person become more productive?

	What warning does verse 25 above give you before you attempt to call out someone’s idleness? 
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	From these ProVerbs, list one or two traits of a good leader.

	Do you consider yourself a leader or a follower? Why?

	What traits are revealed in these ProVerbs of an ungodly leader?

	If you feel your nation is led by ungodliness, what can you do to change its direction? (Or, list ways that you can continue to support a godly leader.)



[image: ]






	Describe a stubborn person’s positive characteristics.

	Describe a stubborn person’s negative characteristics.

	Which above characteristics describe you? Do you fall into a positive or negative category?

	If you are under the control of a stubborn ruler, what can you say or do to combat a negative authority?

	How can you promote a more positive you and help turn your workplace or family into a more positive atmosphere?








	This group of ProVerbs address the rule and justice of a nation. Recall a time you were brought into a court of law for personal reasons or on behalf of another. How did you feel when you were placed under oath?

	A case in a court of law implies someone is right and someone is wrong. There is usually a defense attorney and a prosecutor. What is their basic duty?

	Have you ever witnessed a distortion of truth based on the twisting of details of an action or statement? How did it make you feel?

	Have you ever witnessed a judge who you feel judged wrongly? What did they lack which caused an unfair judgment on a case?

	If you find yourself in a situation where you must judge someone, how will you ensure you are just?







	Do you consider yourself an effective disciplinarian? Upon what do you base your answer?

	What would happen around you if there was not an authentic, disciplined police force nearby?

	These ProVerbs describe two end results: one for authentic discipline and the other for the lack of discipline. Think of each one and confirm your involvement (or lack of it) that attribute to your current surroundings.

	Think about your local community’s authority and how they discipline young people. If you can help as a volunteer, contact their office and see what community projects they offer. Write down your choice and how you intend to help. Post it somewhere that you can see regularly.
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	What are the benefits of a Godly foundation for any teaching or training technique?

	How can a Godly mindset help you to not only think of ways to help others, but actually do it?

	Are you currently in a teaching or training position? If so, what attributes do you see or experience that godliness could help or does help?

	What new ways or ideas come to your mind from these ProVerbs that can help you with patience and overachieving? How can they help you teach others in these areas?






	How do you react to an angry hot-headed person, whether it’s in person or on social media?

	How does God expect you to react to that person?

	How can you plan to respond (if needed) soon?

	What if you are that person? What steps can you take today to recognize this and begin to respond toward others more calmly?
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	Crimes and evil people are as sure as death and taxes. List some ideas on curbing crime in your area.

	Do you know someone who is easily persuaded to participate in acts of crime? What can you say or do to help this person? What if they turn against you?

	List ways morality can be restored in a person’s life.

	Why do many people not get involved in standing against certain individuals who promote immorality?

	Think of one way you can improve your community’s moral standards.
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	Take a few minutes to meditate on these ProVerbs. What strikes you as curious or uncommon about God’s presence?

	What are a few impossibilities about knowing God?

	Now find at least one positive thing these ProVerbs state about God’s presence.

	What can you learn from God’s warning in verse 6?
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	Have you ever felt like you didn’t need God?

	What caused you to feel independence from God?

	Sometimes you may feel you have all your needs met, but what areas could you be missing?

	How does discipline keep you balanced?

	Agur may have been a pseudonym name for King Solomon. But since he names students, he may have been a master teacher or rabbi. Knowing these possibilities, does that give more meaning (or puzzling weight) to his requests?

	Perhaps it would be good to write down your thoughts concerning these ProVerbs?
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	Think of a time you have found yourself talking bad about another person in your family or someone you know. What happened to make you respond this way?

	Have you wronged someone in the same way before? Have you asked for forgiveness? Why or why not?

	In relation to your family, have you noticed younger generations turning away from the older ones’ beliefs? Where is the breakdown between generations?

	How can you help to keep this from continuing both with your family and others you know?
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	Have you ever encountered people who seem to be set on self-destruction?

	Think of some ideas you have that will counteract behavioral godlessness. (Perhaps verse 17 has a solution or two.)

	Think of a situation when greed clouded your decision. How did it consume you?

	What can you do today to be “full” (satisfied) in an area where you have battled with greed?
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	Verses 18-19 display the power and discipline of drives. Determine the advantages of each of these examples.

	Now determine the disadvantages of each.

	Verse 20 reveals a lust-driven encounter. Consider a way (or ways) you can learn from this to avoid a lust-driven trap.

	Perhaps you know of someone caught in a lustful trap (adultery, fornication, pornography, etc.). What can you do to help someone get out of this downward immoral spiral?






	What a person wants and needs are usually two entirely different things. How can you discover what is truly a need in your life?

	How do you distinguish between the two?

	Each of the four examples, in the above ProVerbs, have two players which symbolize choices. Every person must make choices in life to make their world a better place in which to live. Can you think of a situation this past week (or right now) from which you had to make an important choice—a decision?

	You may find some examples require easy decisions, while others not so easy. Think of the steps you take to make a good decision. Share these steps with someone this week who is having to make an important decision and may benefit from your experiences.
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	All living creatures seem to have a natural-born purpose. Consider looking through this list and write out at least one positive characteristic of each: 	ants – 

	rodents –

	locusts –

	spiders –



	What traits from the above list can you add to or improve in your own life?

	Think of the small size, frailty, and somewhat insignificance of some of these creatures. What can you learn from these “nuisance” creatures?

	If ever you feel small or insignificant, finish this statement as a reminder of these ProVerbs:



[image: ]






	Consider writing out the honorable characteristics of each: 	lion -

	greyhound - 

	goat - 

	ruler - 



	Think of the ferociousness and agility of several of these. What can you learn from these?

	How can any (or all) of them help you become a better, more useful person?

	Can you learn to see yourself as better, honorable, and more useful?
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	Can you think of a time when you shot your mouth before loading your brain, and your words caused trouble or an argument? What does this ProVerb say is the way to stop doing this?

	Is all pride wrong? How can you channel or control your own pride as a positive characteristic?

	What are the characteristics of unchecked pride?

	Consider one prideful area in your life that you can work on this week to make it a plus in your life.
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	Why is it essential for parents to teach and train their children in good moral habits?

	If you are a parent of teachable-aged children, consider listing a few moral habits that you currently teach your children or need to start teaching in their lives. If you do not currently have children this age, can you name a few children that you can influence in good moral habits?

	How are alcoholic beverages listed in a bad way? How are they listed as beneficial? In today’s culture, are alcoholic beverages the best “go-to” remedies for medicinal purposes?

	What would be your counsel to your children (or the children that you may have opportunity to influence) as to the use of alcoholic beverages?
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	Have you ever been approached by someone who could not speak and presented you a card or item that asked for a donation or some assistance?  If so, how did you respond?

	Why is it important that your society has laws that protect child abuse?

	Does your community or church have a free legal organization that assists the helpless? If so (or if you're not sure), think of a way that you can support such an organization.

	If your community or church has no such organization, what will you do to pursue legal assistance for the needy, especially for children?












	This ProVerbs section is perhaps the greatest Scripture written that extols the highest honor of a virtuous woman or wife. Take a few minutes to write down a simple characteristics list of this “priceless woman.” Place a verse locator on each characteristic you list.

	It also appears written by someone addressing a husband as he observes this priceless wife. Could your husband (or man) say these things about you? Make a note beside each characteristic upon which you can improve.

	If you’re a man, take your above list and prioritize these characteristics from most needful to less needful. Keep in mind that no person is ever 100 percent.

	(For both sexes) Create a dual characteristic list of your good and bad characteristics. Keep the list equal in entries; that is, start with your strongest good quality and then the next entry will be your weakest (worst) bad quality. Keep the list equal; do not add more “good” than “bad” characteristics. What, if anything, does this say about you?

	Look at your earlier list from Reflections #1. Are there any characteristics or qualities listed that appear impossible for you to accomplish? Write them down and make a note explaining the difficulty in accomplishing this in your life.

	If you’re a man, what good qualities does the husband exhibit in his sayings about or to his wife. Can it be said of you that you focus on your spouse’s (or spouse-to-be’s) good qualities? How can you do better, starting today?

	Your Reflections #1 list should include things this priceless woman does for others outside her immediate family. Take a moment and write down areas of “ministry” you can perform for others in need around you and your family.

	Children are involved in these ProVerbs. If you have children, how important is it for them to participate with you in your ministry to others?

	These ProVerb ends with a description of the priceless woman’s beauty and love. From where does her beauty and love come? What steps can you take to make this descriptive of you?
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