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INTRODUCTION

It is such an honour to be asked to write the introduction to this book, as it showcases some of the most impressive creations ever made out

of LEGO® bricks. Made by talented artists and builders from around the world, these builds have been selected because they reveal just how and why LEGO bricks are an amazing art medium.

I am a LEGO artist and I create artwork and sculptures (really big sculptures!) out of nothing but LEGO bricks, but you can build almost anything you like. In this book you will find architectural builds, vehicles, mosaics, sculptures, fine-art installations and even a working harpsichord – with LEGO, if you can think it, you can probably find a way to build it!

I got my first set of LEGO bricks when I was five years old. My parents always encouraged creativity and there were always things we could use to draw, or sculpt with: Play-Doh®, Shrinky Dinks®, crayons and of course, LEGO bricks.

My parents were also very accommodating, more than most parents would probably be. In fact, they let me build a 3.3m2 LEGO city in

our house, right behind the sofa in the living room. It made for a solid conversation piece when the neighbours stopped by, but the thing about my city is that I built it by following the instructions, step-by-step, meticulously putting each brick exactly where the instruction booklet told me to put it.

That changed when I turned 10 years old. I wanted a dog, but was told ‘no’. So what did I do? I tore down a couple of buildings in my LEGO city and I built my very own life-sized LEGO dog. I took those bricks and built something that I wanted to build, rather than recreating what was on the front of the box.

At that moment, I realised I could do whatever I wanted. The choice was mine. If I wanted to go to the moon, I could tear down another building and build myself a rocket ship; if I wanted to be a rock star, I’d tear down another building and build myself a guitar. There were no limits: LEGO bricks enabled me to explore my imagination and I didn’t have to follow the instructions!

That creative freedom made me happy.

Who would have thought that years later, that creative child would have grown into a corporate attorney? I spent most of my days in sharply tailored suits sitting in boardrooms thrashing out very important contracts. But I wasn’t happy. Actually, that’s not strong enough: I was beyond miserable.

After my days at the law office I’d go home and need some sort of creative outlet. At first it was drawing, sometimes it was painting and occasionally it was sculpting out of traditional media like clay and

wire. Then one day I thought about that toy from my childhood. Could I create legitimate works of art using LEGO bricks? It turned out I could!

So I would spend my days negotiating deals in a boardroom, then go home to my apartment and crawl around the floor – still in my suit – snapping bricks together. My New York apartment started to fill up with LEGO sculptures, but more surprising was that people were starting to buy them and commission new pieces.

One day, I made the leap: I walked into my boss’s office on the 42nd floor of the Met Life Building and announced I was done. I was embarking on a ridiculous adventure: to be the first person to take LEGO into the art world.

People often ask me why I chose LEGO bricks as my art medium. The simple answer is that I wanted to be able to create artwork that was easily accessible. Everyone has snapped a few LEGO bricks together at some point, so it made my artwork more relatable and inspirational.

As an artist, my role is to inspire others – just like this book – and that is one of the most important tips I can share. Find your inspiration

and just start building. If it doesn’t look quite right, take it apart and try again; there is no right or wrong way to do it. Build whatever your heart tells you to, create anything you can see, piece together the things you imagine. Make your own mark and remember: you don’t have to follow the instructions!
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BIG YELLOW

Nathan Sawaya’s original Yellow sculpture is an iconic LEGO® build that received plenty of plaudits when it appeared in the artist’s The Art of the Brick® exhibition.

For many people,Yellow was the first time that they saw the simple plastic LEGO brick elevated from a child’s plaything into a bona fide artist’s medium, worthy of exhibiting in a gallery. In Nathan’s seminal sculpture from 2006, a life-sized human figure appeared to tear open his chest, revealing himself fully to the world. Now, more than ten years on, Nathan has revisited the theme and produced Big Yellow.

‘Big’ is certainly the operative word here, as the new build has a torso that stands over 2m tall compared to the near-1m torso of its predecessor. Consequently, every detail of the human figure needed to be amplified beyond ‘life size’ and this was not as straightforward as expected. There were several occasions when the look of the bricks was simply not working and Nathan needed to chisel apart sections of the model that had already been

glued. It was also difficult to work out how many bricks would

be needed to fill the chest cavity: in the end almost 50,000 loose bricks were required to represent the figure’s soul spilling out, taking the build’s total brick count to well over 200,000.
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