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Unleashing Dogs Of War: Vanguards Of WW3?

The words "dogs of war" was first used by Shakespeare in his play "Julius Caesar" in which Mark Anthony said "Cry havoc! and let slip the dogs of war". In current slang, it is a somewhat derogatory term used for mercenaries, or soldiers for hire. It is also a way to describe the destruction and chaos caused by war.

In 1876, the English Punch magazine printed a political cartoon showing Russia as a dog handler about to let slip or release his dogs (the Balkan states) to attack the Ottoman Empire.

Ironically, it appears the USA is today the dog handler about to let slip his dogs of war on the world to defend its under-threat hegemony.

Indeed, the threats of war today are exceedingly serious as the world enters a very dangerous time of vicious superpower rivalry.

It is important that we ask: Who are the new dogs of war? Are the dogs of war about to be let slip again.
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Chapter 1. On The Brink Of WW3
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In the last ten years, the anxiety of the West about the shifting power structure of the world and the the rise of China and Russia has intensified so much that the risk of WW3 has multiplied manifold.

The Western democracies are now lining up behind USA to confront their perceived threat from the rise of China.

A strong sense of enmity and belligerence has developed most notably against China and Russia within the Western alliance of USA, EU, UK, Canada, Australia as well as in their chosen preferred partners in Asia, especially Japan and India.
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Chapter 2. New Alignment Of Belligerence
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Amazingly, in this new alignment of belligerence, two countries in particular, UK and Australia, seem to have opted to serve as the principal attack dogs of USA. There may be many reasons for this, but there is no question that there are strong political and economic reasons.

Firstly, these countries are engaging in such rhetoric and actions as part of their political strategy to highlight their important roles in the crucial superpower rivalry. Secondly, they do this to divert domestic attention from their own increasingly troublesome internal social, economic and political problems. Thirdly, they do this to prop up their own declining national image and prestige internationally.
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Chapter 3. UK's Un-European Ambition
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For UK, this politicking is partly to cope with the serious debilitating aftermath of the ill-conceived Brexit, and its politicians' vain desire for the rejuvenation of the long gone British empire. On the international stage, UK is now behaving as if it is again a world superpower to be reckoned with, and is taking on China and Russia in extraordinarily aggressive ways.

It is amazing how the famous British stiff upper lips has now turned into frequent torrents of intemperate verbal diarrhea. This discernible switch to overt international interventionism was obviously caused by the swollen ego of the resurgence conservative politics powered by the political populist Boris Johnson.

Perhaps, as it usually happens in history, xenophobia and scapegoating of foreign countries are the favourite tools of a nation in decline and caught in vicious internal conflict. Everything was being done to prop up the political image and boost the fortune of the political party clinging on to power in an ongoing political storm within UK.
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Chapter 4. UK's Anti-Russia Sanctions
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In its anti-Russia crusade, UK was among the most zealous countries in imposing severe legal and economic sanctions on Russia for starting the Ukrainian war.

Ironically, from the way that UK laws are almost always arbitrarily and liberally enacted for specific purposes, and used to further the interest of the government in power, it is clear that its democracy works only during election time. Apparently, once elections are over, democracy is transitioned into autocracy where the ruling government can pretty much do anything it wants through the captured legal process and its vaunted 'rule of law'.

This is exemplified by the way UK government apply all the intended financial and other sanctions on Russia and Russian-related persons and enterprises without any restraints. One of the most interesting sanctions was that made against the Russian owner of the famed England Chelsea Football Club who had been designated by the new law as a Russian oligarch. He was basically hounded to sell the club and donate the proceeds to charity to comply with the new 'law' of the land. That's the hypocrisy of British democracy!

UK PM had boasted that over half of the GDP of the world has been marshaled to sanction Russia whose GDP is merely 2% of the world. This in fact highlighted the muscular action of the West in its ability to corral a large number of other countries to do its bidding.

But, ironically, this also showed that, despite all the arm-twisting, half of the world's GDP had refused to go along the same path of sanctions as the West. Is this defiance of the West not something to ponder carefully for all concerned? Surely, the whole world cannot be held hostage by the West!

In line with its fiercely anti-Russia stance, UK was extending open arms to admit Ukrainian war refugees in the wake of the Russian invasion of Ukraine. How these highly political moves on immigration will impact future UK domestic politics is anybody's guess.

And what about the ridiculous word oligarch constantly being used to describe Russian billionaires who are supposed to have influence over Putin and the Russian government? Well, that is Western semantics in the service of politics.

In fact, if one were to apply the same definition for oligarchs to the many billionaires of the West, they should all be considered oligarchs for their power and influence over everything from politics to all other socioeconomic arenas in their own countries and beyond! And yet they are definitely not slapped with the same despicable oligarchs label!

Well, that's another example of how Western democracies manipulate the mass media, and use confounding semantics and their government's public relations offices to produce copious propaganda material for their own benefits.

Why is everybody so taken in by such ploys and manipulation? Why are people so ready to use the 'dirty' oligarchs word against Russia?

Unfortunately, all that can be attributed to the deep-rooted. pervasive, and relentless power of the Western mass media and government propaganda. In this respect, it will take all the other countries a long time to catch up in the skills and practice of this powerful weapon for influence. But, to be fair, those who decry Russian propaganda and disinformation should also decry the even more sophisticated and influential Western propaganda and disinformation campaigns.
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Chapter 5. UK's Anti-China Campaign
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It is also amazing how UK has changed track dramatically in its relations vis-a-vis China.

In 2015, Britain's then-finance minister, George Osborne, predicted a "golden" era in Chinese-British relations. But ties have since frayed over issues including Beijing's security crackdown on former British colony Hong Kong, the West's obsession about Chinese human rights records related to the so-called "genocide" of Uyghurs in Xinjiang, and serious UK security concerns around Chinese investment in Britain.

Following the lead of USA, Britain also went on a witch-hunt of Chinese telecom and high speed internet 5G companies and promptly outlawed their products in UK's existing systems as well as for new imports. Similarly, Chinese contracts to build nuclear power reactor in UK were unceremoniously terminated.

It is a prime example of how devious politicians everywhere are maliciously using the pretext of human rights issues and national security to justify every highly politicized and egregious actions against foreign adversaries, and to get electioneering advantage.

In the midst of quitting EU, the UK was picking quarrels with China with its imperial nostalgia by insisting on its rights to object to political changes in Hong Kong and by engaging in various political and trade disputes. But curiously, while pursuing a xenophobic confrontational policy with migrant east Europeans from EU, UK has found it expedient to introduce a new policy to welcome large numbers of Hong Kong immigrants on the pretext of righting a historical wrong vis-a-vis its former crown colony. Apparently, this was intended as a retaliatory policy to spite China for the inevitable but humiliating return of Hong Kong to China and its total loss of influence there.

The Whitehall bureaucrats probably thought this was a brilliant idea that would undermine China by creating a mass exodus and brain drain from Hong Kong as well as by causing a massive outflow of funds toward UK. This would indeed be killing two birds with one stone by hitting China where it hurts most, and at the same time gaining for UK valuable skilled labour, highly qualified professionals, and massive injection of funds.

Alas, against their expectations, the impact of this devious manoeuvre on Hong Kong turned out to be limited. After more than a year, of the estimated 5.4 million out of the 7.5 million Hong Kong residents that are eligible under this scheme, only about 100,000 had applied and moved to UK.

So much for the expectation that the strict and draconian Chinese rule would make Hong Kong unlivable for the majority of its population and that there will be a torrent of exodus rushing and jostling to get out of Hong Kong for UK!

In the meantime, UK was already saddled with a sudden influx of a large number of Hong Kong immigrants that will require much time for it to integrate. How this will affect the social fabric of UK is imponderable.

Amazingly, contrary to the expectations of the ploy, this immigration scheme turned out to be a gift and a blessing in disguise for China. It appeared
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