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  Lenny the Lizard


Deep beside the old garden wall, tucked safely beneath a warm woodpile of chopped oak logs, lived a little green lizard named Lenny. 
The woodpile was one of the cosiest places in the whole garden. The old oak logs were stacked carefully beside the wall, keeping the space beneath warm, dry, and safe. Sunlight filtered softly through the tiny gaps between the logs during the day, filling the woodpile with a golden glow.
In summer, it stayed warm long after sunset. Even when the evening air began to cool and the shadows stretched across the garden, the logs still held the warmth of the sun from earlier in the day.
In winter, it sheltered Lenny from the chilly winds. While icy breezes rustled through the trees and swept across the garden, Lenny stayed snug beneath the woodpile, hidden safely away from the cold.
Tiny insects scurried between the cracks, hurrying busily through the narrow spaces between the logs. Soft green moss grew along the bottom logs like a thick green carpet, cool and velvety beneath Lenny’s tiny feet.
Lenny loved his home.
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  Sunshine and Stretches


Every morning, when the golden sunlight began to light up the garden, Lenny would poke his tiny green head out from between the logs and sniff the fresh morning air. 
His bright eyes blinked sleepily as the warm sunshine touched the woodpile and lit up the garden around him.
Then he would wriggle out into the sunshine to loosen up his stiff little legs. 
Slowly, he stretched his front legs first, then his back legs, giving his long tail a little wiggle as he warmed himself in the morning sun.
“Ohhh, that feels much better,” he sighed happily each morning, stretching one leg after another. 
The sunshine always made Lenny feel warm, awake, and ready for another busy day in the garden.
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  Lenny the Lightning Bolt


Lenny was very fast. 
In fact, when he really wanted to move, he could dart across the garden faster than a falling leaf blowing in the wind. 
One moment he would be beside the woodpile, and the next he would already be racing past the flowerbeds before anybody even noticed him move.
And there was one thing Lenny loved almost as much as sunshine.
Climbing.
Lenny climbed absolutely everything he could find in the garden.
He climbed flowerpots, carefully balancing along their rims with his tiny claws.
He climbed wheelbarrows left standing beside the garden shed, scrambling right to the very top before sliding back down again.
He climbed old tree stumps, pretending they were giant mountains waiting to be conquered.
Once, he had even climbed Farmer Green’s muddy gumboot while the old farmer was still wearing it.
That had caused quite a commotion.
Farmer Green had nearly dropped his watering can in surprise when he suddenly spotted a tiny green lizard peeking up at him from his bootlace. 
Lenny had quickly scrambled away while the old farmer laughed and shook his head.
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  The Old Oak Tree


But Lenny’s favourite place to climb was the giant oak tree beside the garden gate. 
The enormous tree stretched high above the garden, its thick twisting branches reaching out in every direction like giant wooden arms. Thousands of rustling green leaves shimmered in the sunlight and whispered softly whenever the breeze drifted through them.
The rough bark was covered in tiny cracks and patches of soft green moss, making it the perfect climbing tree for a busy little lizard.
The old oak tree was so large that it almost seemed like a little world of its own.
Birds built their nests high among the branches each spring. Willie Wagtail often perched on the lower branches, flicking his tail busily while searching for insects below. Squirrels scampered up and down the trunk collecting acorns, while sleepy caterpillars curled themselves beneath the leaves during the hottest part of the day.
Tiny beetles hid inside the cracks in the bark, and spiders spun delicate silver webs that sparkled beautifully between the branches in the early morning sunlight.
Even on windy days, the old oak tree stood proudly over the garden, its branches swaying gently while the leaves danced overhead like green waves.
To Lenny, it was the greatest climbing tree in the whole world.
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  Adventure Time


One warm afternoon, Lenny decided to race all the way to the top. 
Off he dashed across the garden path as fast as lightning.
Past the pond, where dragonflies skimmed across the water.
Past the hydrangea bushes, bursting with huge blue and purple flowers that swayed gently in the breeze.
Past Slow Poke the tortoise, who was slowly nibbling a crunchy lettuce leaf beneath the cool shade.
“You’re in a hurry again,” grumbled Slow Poke, barely looking up from his lunch.
“No time to stop!” called Lenny excitedly as he raced past.
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  Colin the Chameleon


And up the oak tree he scrambled. 
Higher.
Higher.
Higher.
He was almost halfway up the trunk when suddenly a quiet voice whispered beside his ear.
“Excuse me, do you realise you are standing on my tail?”
Lenny jumped back so suddenly his tiny claws nearly slipped off the bark.
He looked left.
He looked right.
He looked up into the branches and down toward the grass below.
Nobody was there.
“Um,” whispered Lenny nervously. “Who said that?”
“The person whose tail you are standing on.”
Lenny glanced toward the sound of the voice and nearly fell clean off the tree.
The bark above him suddenly moved.
Two enormous eyes blinked open.
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  A Magic Trick


A wrinkly little face appeared from what Lenny had thought was part of the tree itself. The strange creature had curly toes, bulging eyes, and a long curly tail wrapped around the branch. 
“Oh!” gasped Lenny.
 “I didn’t even see you!”
The creature smiled proudly.
“That,” he said, “is exactly how it should be.”
He gave a tiny bow.
“My name is Colin. Colin Chameleon.”
Lenny stared in amazement.
“You look exactly like the tree!”
“Of course I do,” chuckled Colin. “That’s what chameleons are famous for.”
Before Lenny could answer, Colin slowly began to change colour.
The brown bark colour faded away.
Little by little, his skin turned leafy green until he blended perfectly among the oak leaves above them.
Lenny’s mouth fell open.
“You changed colour!”
Colin grinned.
“It is very useful when you wish not to be noticed.”
Lenny thought it was the most amazing thing he had ever seen.
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  Spreading the News


The moment Colin disappeared into the leaves again, Lenny scrambled back down the tree as fast as his little legs would go. 
His tiny claws raced across the bark so quickly that bits of moss and loose bark fluttered down behind him. His heart was pounding with excitement.
Across the garden he raced.
Past the pond.
Past the flowerbeds.
Past the vegetable patch.
“I saw a chameleon!” he shouted excitedly.
Nobody answered at first because Lenny was talking so quickly that nobody could understand a word he was saying.
“I saw a chameleon and he changed colours and disappeared and then he turned green and then he looked exactly like the tree and then…“
“Slow down,” croaked Freddy Frog from beside the pond, blinking in confusion.
“Take a breath,” laughed Sally Squirrel from the fence post, flicking her fluffy tail.
Billy Beetle nearly rolled onto his back from surprise as Lenny skidded to a stop beside him.
But Lenny could hardly stand still.
His tail twitched excitedly while he bounced from foot to foot.
“He changed colour right in front of my eyes!” cried Lenny. “I wish I could change colour too!”
His bright green eyes sparkled with excitement as he imagined how wonderful it would be to change colours whenever he wanted, just like Colin Chameleon.
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