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CHAPTER 1 

			

			
				
Not the End 

			

			
				
I remember the stillness of space. 

			

			
				
Scorching heat. 

			

			
				
Gasping for air. 

			

			
				
And one final thought . . . 
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I’ve doomed them all. 

			

			
				
The blinding sunlight 

			

			
				
faded into . . . 
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Like dreamless sleep . . . 

			

			
				
Darkness. 

			

			
				
Emptiness. 
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FLASH! 

			

			
				
Nothing but light . . . 
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My friends. 

			

			
				
My mom. My dad. 

			

			
				
My sister . . . 

			

		

	
		
			[image: background image]
			
				
My heart pounding. 

			

			
				
With life! 

			

			
				
And pain. 

			

			
				
In my head . . . lungs . . . veins . . . 

			

			
				
Everywhere. 

			

			
				
				
Then something 
else. 

			
				
Something familiar. 

			

			
				
Warm. 

			

			
				
Powerful. 

			

			
				
I felt . . . 

			

			
				
HEALING! 

			

			
				
I heard . . . 
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“Noah, I reached you just in time.” 

			

			
				
Her. 
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I blink, try to focus . . . My eyelids rough 

			

			
				
and scratchy. 

			

			
				
Ivy is leaning over me with her hand on 

			

			
				
my chest, sunlight outlining her hair and 

			

			
				
shoulders like an angel in a clear blue sky. 

			

			
				
				
Wait, a 
clear blue sky? 

			
				
I’m back on Earth! 
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CHAPTER 2 

			

			
				
The Doctor’s Order 

			

			
				
Hi. I’m Noah, the only un-super person in 

			

			
				
DESTRUCTO WORLD. 

			

		

	
		
			[image: background image]
			
				
“Wait,” you say, “I thought you were the only 

			

			
				
				
pathetic weakling in 
SUPERWORLD.” 

			
				
Ah, good ol’ Superworld. Those were the days. 

			

			
				
				
Yeah, that 
was 
me. Until I tried to 
save 
Superworld all 

			
				
by myself like a big boy. 

			

			
				
I wanted to turn Superworld back into the Old 

			

			
				
				
World—into 
my world—where 
I wasn’t the only powerless 

			
				
freak of super-nature. I had it all figured out: 
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Betray my friends, 
who’ve always 

			
				
been loyal to powerless me and spend 

			

			
				
day and night keeping me from meeting 

			

			
				
a sudden, violent, and painful death. 

			

			
				
				
Deceive Mom and Dad, 
who love me and worry 

			
				
day and night that their powerless son will meet a 

			

			
				
sudden, violent, and painful death. 
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Steal the Super Stone, 
the 

			
				
softball-sized meteorite that’s 

			

			
				
the source of everybody’s 

			

			
				
superpowers. 

			

			
				
Outsmart and double-cross 

			

			
				
				
Dr. Destructo, 
the world’s most 

			
				
powerful, super-genius super- 

			

			
				
villain. 
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Return to Earth—without 
burning, crashing, or 

			
				
drowning—to be hated by all, then eventually 

			

			
				
loved by all. You know, once they realized they 

			

			
				
were way better off without superpowers and 

			

			
				
immortality. 

			

			
				
				
Fly a stolen jet into outer space, 
then 

			
				
chuck the Super Stone into the sun for 

			

			
				
complete molecular disintegration. 
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Sounds like an airtight plan, right? What could 

			

			
				
possibly go wrong? 

			

			
				
Everything. Of course. EVERYTHING. 

			

			
				
In the end, Dr. Destructo was one giant leap ahead 

			

			
				
				
of me. He snatched the Super Stone—gaining 
unlimited 

			
				
				
superpower—then 
threw ME into the sun to enjoy 

			
				
complete molecular disintegration. 

			

			
				
“Okay, so you’re dead, then?” you say. 

			

			
				
No. Because my best friend, Ivy, never gave up on me. 
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And Ivy is awesome. She’s a Fixer. With her 

			

			
				
superpower, she can repair anything. Including me. So 

			

			
				
I’m alive. Alive to see a new world. But not my world. 

			

			
				
And not Superworld. . . . 
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Welcome to Destructo World—where bad is good, 

			

			
				
might is right, and heroes are taking a 

			

			
				
permanent mental health day. 
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It’s been less than a month since Dr. Destructo got 

			

			
				
the Super Stone, and that overachiever has gotten a 

			

			
				
megaton done. At least according to the DestrucTV 

			

			
				
news reports. All forms of communication have been 

			

			
				
taken over by Destructo, so take anything I say with a 

			

			
				
grain of who-really-knows. 

			

			
				
One thing is certain—all of Destructo’s heinous 

			

			
				
hopes and dastardly dreams are coming true. 

			

			
				
After he destroyed everyone’s favorite vacation 

			

			
				
destination, Powerdise Island, we were like, “Why would 

			

			
				
anyone do that? Why not just conquer it and build an 

			

			
				
evil seaside vacation home?” Well, it was part of his 

			

			
				
master plan. He was prepping the island for his ultimate 

			

			
				
villain fortress: 

			

			
				
Dr. Destructo’s Center for Peace 

			

			
				
Through World Domination 
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It turns out having an endless supply of molten 

			

			
				
metal is exactly what you need to build legions of mech- 

			

			
				
suits for a super-villain army. So yeah, that’s happening. 

			

			
				
But that’s not all. Destructo isn’t just cold kickin’ it, 

			

			
				
underlit by his blazing volcano, brooding over his ever- 

			

			
				
growing ranks of Destructo-Troopers. Nope, that’s 

			

			
				
amateur hour. He’s currently racking up frequent- 

			

			
				
conqueror miles on his World Domination Tour. 

			

			
				
Seriously, you can buy T-shirts. 
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”Sure,” you say, “I get it—he’s a villain. Villains are 

			

			
				
always trying to take over the world. But aren’t there, 

			

			
				
like, three billion heroes on the planet obsessed with 

			

			
				
putting the smackdown on the latest tyrant of the 

			

			
				
month?” 

			

			
				
Not really. Actually, not at all. Because using his 

			

			
				
				
Super Stone CONTROLLER, Dr. Destructo can 
replace a 

			
				
person’s Prime Power! 
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Think about that. 

			

			
				
Destructo can take away the one thing that 

			

			
				
means more to super-people than anything else— 

			

			
				
what they base their identity on, their self-worth, their 

			

			
				
super-name, and social media handle—then replace it 

			

			
				
with anything he wants. A useless power, a funny 

			

			
				
power, a humiliating power. 

			

		

	
		
			[image: background image]
			
				
But it’s not just him. 

			

			
				
He has an entire fleet of 

			

			
				
P O W E R - C H A N G E R 

			

			
				
mechs, supercharged 

			

			
				
with Super Stone 

			

			
				
power, ready to ruin 

			

			
				
the day of anyone 

			

			
				
who shows the 

			

			
				
slightest hint of 

			

			
				
heroism. 
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The first batch of heroes who stood up to Destructo 

			

			
				
hopped, wiggled, and danced away with puppy paws, 

			

			
				
disco feet, bubble-beams, and everlasting regret. 

			

			
				
For the first time since the beginning of 

			

			
				
Superworld, people have something to lose. So instead 

			

			
				
of fighting back, the “heroes” have gone into hiding. 
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With zero hero-opposition, countries are falling to 

			

			
				
Destructo like chicken-flavored dominoes—each getting 

			

			
				
a Destructo-themed name, anthem, and flag. He’s even 

			

			
				
renaming national birds. Birds! 
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Well, that’s what I’ve pieced together from 

			

			
				
the TV, overhearing bits of Mom and Dad’s 

			

			
				
conversations, and all the news clippings Joy 

			

			
				
leaves lying around. Who knows what’s really 

			

			
				
going on up there. I want to see for myself, but 

			

			
				
Mom and Dad have me in solitary confinement in 

			

			
				
my safety bunker thirty feet below the house. 

			

			
				
’Cause nothing promotes healthy adolescent 

			

			
				
development like being entombed underground 

			

			
				
behind five feet of cement, lead, and carbon 

			

			
				
fiber, with all-you-can-play video games. 

			

			
				
The only visitor I’m allowed is Joy. She’s 

			

			
				
always around. Floating. Watching. Like a prison 

			

			
				
				
warden. A prison warden with 
two Prime Powers, 

			
				
which makes her the most dangerous person in 

			

			
				
the world! Mom and Dad think she’s protecting 

			

			
				
her accident-waiting-to-happen brother like a 

			

			
				
good and faithful hero. But the little creep is 

			

			
				
obsessed with villains! All of her toys are villains. 

			

			
				
She’s replaced my vintage movie posters with 

			

			
				
villain posters. And her most prized possession is 

			

			
				
her supersecret Dr. Destructo notebook. Hero? 

			

			
				
Yeah. Right. 
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Boring lockdown day number twenty-three. 

			

			
				
Okay, that concludes this morning’s pity 

			

			
				
party. But SCORE! Five more lockdown minutes 

			

			
				
gone forever! 

			

			
				
So now what? 

			

			
				
I’ve already brushed my teeth five times, 

			

			
				
taken three showers, rocked five hairdos, six 

			

			
				
				
outfits, and pumped out thirty-two sets of 
almost 

			
				
three push-ups each. I think I’m getting bumpy 

			

			
				
muscle-arms. Yup, I’m shredded. And sooo 

			

			
				
minty-fresh. 

			

			
				
I may not be super, but my time-killing skills 

			

			
				
border on superhuman. I could do this all day. All 

			

			
				
week. All year! 

			

			
				
But . . . 

			

			
				
Well . . . 

			

			
				
I miss my friends. 
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I miss getting my 

			

			
				
electronic butt kicked 

			

			
				
by Arturo. 

			

			
				
And Tabitha’s K-pop karaoke battles. 

			

			
				
And Hugh’s whipped-cream- 

			

			
				
balloon wars and stand-up 

			

			
				
comedy brunch buffets. 
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Dr. Destructo took everything from us. Our 

			

			
				
freedom. Our world. But for me, the worst 

			

			
				
thing he took was my friends. I haven’t seen or 

			

			
				
talked to them since the day I went rogue and 

			

			
				
stole the Super Stone. 

			

			
				
And dance-offs with Ivy. And Lego parties, 

			

			
				
and skit night and . . . 

			

			
				
I even miss our nightmare-fueling games of Save Noah! 
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Our phones don’t work anymore. I mean, 

			

			
				
technically, they work. They’ve just been 

			

			
				
“upgraded” to DestructOS 1.0, which allows 

			

			
				
Destructo to send everyone inspirational 

			

			
				
quotes, life tips . . . And, oh yeah, monitor our 

			

			
				
				
every 
move and conversation. 
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So, oops, I accidentally flushed 

			

			
				
my phone down the toilet. 
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