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        Coffee Temptations

      

      

      Coffee shop owner, Nathan Reid decides to expand the business by adding sandwiches to the menu. However, his longtime employee, and close family friend, Ms. Carol tells him she’s retiring and has hired a replacement.

      

      There’s just one problem. His new shop manager is the gorgeous woman who has been running through his mind since they met at the store a few days before. He couldn’t take his eyes off her, and she was now his employee.

      

      After losing her job at Sam’s Sandwich, Amelia Sinclair took her son and moved back home to be closer to her parents. By a stroke of luck, she was able to get the job working at Reid’s Coffee Shop. But she didn’t expect to see the sexy man from the store sitting behind the desk as the owner of the shop she now worked for.

      

      The attraction between them continued to build, but there were just so many reasons a relationship wouldn’t work. Nathan couldn’t look past the age difference. Amelia couldn’t look past him being her boss, and she had her son to think about also.

      

      Could both Nathan and Amelia get out of their comfort zone in order to find happiness?

      

      There’s only one way to find out.
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      “Nathan, I’m giving you my two weeks’ notice.” Mrs. Carol handed Nathan her letter. She’d turned sixty-two and decided it was time for retirement.

      Nathan couldn’t believe what Mrs. Carol said. He sat in his office not knowing how to respond. Looking at her, no one would believe her age. She was only five foot three, curvy, green eyes and blonde hair. Well, he was sure that some of the blonde was actually gray. “I can’t believe you are giving notice. You’ve been working here—”

      Mrs. Carol interrupted. “Since your parents owned the company. I’m not abandoning you Nathan. I’m retiring and going to enjoy life.”

      “How am I going to replace you? I never have to worry about running out of anything. Plus, I made the plans to expand the coffee shop and add sandwiches. You’ve helped with researching half the information.” Nathan didn’t want to lose Mrs. Carol. She kept him organized and on track, and that wasn’t easy. She always made sure that he took time off, telling him, “It’s good to get away and have fun in your life Nate. Maybe you will meet someone special.”

      His parents, Mrs. Carol, and her ex-husband Todd all went to school together. Nathan had heard all the stories, more than once, of all the fun the four of them had. So, Mrs. Carol had known him for a very long time. Did his parents know about her plans?

      She handed over a binder that Nathan opened and flipped through the pages. He couldn’t believe what he saw. There were lists for everything: vendors, contact information, phone numbers, and account numbers. The binder had details like what they ordered, the amount needed, when to send in the order, and how much it would cost. It also included the plans to the addition, costs, sub-contractor information and the approved bids, and all the new vendor information for adding sandwiches.

      He looked up from the binder she had given him. “This is why I need you. You have everything together.” Nathan tried one more time to convince Mrs. Carol to stay, even though deep down he knew it to be a lost cause.

      She shook her head, her mind already made up. “You don’t have to worry. The new manager will have everything she needs here.” Mrs. Carol pointed to the binder, reminding Nathan that everything he could possibly need would be located there.

      Nathan’s spine straightened as her words sank in. It sounded as if she had already hired someone. That couldn’t be. He was almost afraid to ask. “For a minute, it sounded as if you already hired someone.”

      “Well, of course I did. Would I just give notice without making sure everything was handled? Her name is Amelia Sinclair. She will be officially starting next week. Amelia has worked as a manager for a sandwich shop, but the owner closed last week.”

      Nathan hadn’t heard about that shop closing. The owner was getting married and moving out of the state. That’s one of the reasons he wanted to expand his coffee shop. “Okay. She could be an asset. Maybe.” His voice was strained.

      Mrs. Carol placed her hands on her hips, knowing Nathan would give her a hard time. She rolled her eyes at his pout. “Maybe? Nathan, she worked for the sandwich shop for almost six years. Amelia ordered all the supplies, handled some of the catering, and managed all the employees. She’s perfect for this job.”

      Nathan wanted to disagree. He didn’t want anyone else but Mrs. Carol. “And if she doesn’t work out?”

      Mrs. Carol gave Nathan a frustrated look and raised an eyebrow. “Then you will have to find someone to replace her, Nathan. I. Am. Retiring.” She said the last three words slowly.

      Before Nathan could reply, someone knocked on the office door. He raised his voice to be heard. “Come in.”

      Linda, one of his employees, opened the door, and entered the office. “I’m sorry to interrupt you, but I need Mrs. Carol. We have a customer asking for her.”

      She gave Nathan a stern look. “Not a word, Nathan. Linda, is it Stan?” With a nod, she continued. “Okay. The man just won’t give up. I’m not going out to dinner with him. I’m just too old for this shit.”

      Nathan raised his eyebrow. “Stan Michaels? You are not too old. Go out with him.”

      “You are just as bad as your mother. Now I have to go deal with Stan. Amelia’s first day is this Monday, but she’ll be here Saturday for a couple of hours. So, you have four days to get this office in order. I expect you to be here Nathan.”

      Nathan couldn’t resist teasing her. “You know you sound like the boss and not me. Why is she coming in on Saturday and starting Monday?”

      “We have paperwork for her to fill out. I’m going to show her around, introduce her to the staff, and give her the binder to review. Plus, we are only open half day on Sunday, so there’s no reason for her to only be here for four hours. And for your information, I never took shit from your father. I am who I am.” She headed for the door after winking at Nathan. “Oh, her resume is in your top bin.”

      Nathan could do nothing but shake his head. He knew no matter what he said he wouldn’t be able to convince her to stay. Glancing at the top bin, he pulled the resume out and took a glance at her name. Amelia Lynn Sinclair.

      He said her name out loud. “Amelia.” What a beautiful name. He didn’t read the resume, only tossed it back into the bin. No one would be able to replace Carol. He needed to review the books, approve the bills, and sign off on the invoices.

      Nathan couldn’t wait to expand his coffee shop. He might even have to add some additional help. He would have to talk to Carol…damn, no, he would have to talk to Amelia about adding more help. Maybe he could get with Carol before her last day. They would also need to plan something special for her. He might even close the shop early. Nathan made a list of who to invite: the staff, her friends, his parents, and his brothers. Oh, he was even going to invite Stan. He couldn’t wait to see the look on her face.

      Linda opened the door again. “Nathan, we need your help in the storage room. The boxes we need are on the top shelf and they’re too heavy for us.”

      “Okay. I’m coming.” Nathan would have to finish the list for Mrs. Carol’s party later. He would need to head to the grocery store later to order a retirement cake, and he needed peanut butter.
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      “Mia. Where do you want this box labeled ‘work p’? What is ‘work p’?” Her mother, Jean, asked as she entered the kitchen. Very few besides her mom used her nick name Mia; her father preferred to always call her Amelia.

      Chuckling over the strained look on her mother’s face, she told her to stop carrying the boxes and to just unload the ones that are ready. “It’s my personal items that go into my bathroom. I didn’t need Dakota opening that box.” And she didn’t want her mother opening that box. Yes, it had some personal items, but mostly she didn’t want her mother seeing her vibrator. Now that would be embarrassing. Amelia’s parents had said they would be in town, and her father made arrangements so her mom would be able to help her.

      She moved back home when the company she worked for closed. Amelia hadn’t heard from Dakota’s father since he’d turned a year old. She really didn’t care anymore until Dakota asked about his father and she just didn’t know what to say. He’s an asshole of epic proportion. Not worth your time or mine. We are better off without him. Or the only good comment: The only good thing that came out of me being with him is you. So, she did the only thing she could do. She dodged the question every time.

      Bending down to pick up another box that
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