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How to use this book

Introduction

These Practice Papers have been written to provide final preparation for your 11+ Verbal Reasoning test.

Book 1 includes ten model papers with a total of 400 questions. There are four training tests, that include some simpler questions with slower timing designed to develop confidence, plus a further four tests styled to represent pre-tests and short-format CEM (Centre for Evaluation and Monitoring)/bespoke tests in terms of difficulty, speed and question variation. These are followed by two Standard practice tests, of a longer format for GL (Granada Learning) style 11+ tests.

Book 2 includes eight model papers with a total of 380 questions. These papers represent longer format GL (Granada Learning)/bespoke tests with challenging content, speed and question variation to support all 11+ tests.

Book 1 will help you …


•  become familiar with the way long-format 11+ tests are presented

•  build your confidence in answering the variety of questions set

•  work with the most challenging questions set

•  tackle questions presented in different ways

•  build up your speed in answering questions within the time expected in the most demanding 11+ tests.



Pre-test and the 11+ entrance exams

The Galore Park 11+ series is designed for pre-tests and 11+ entrance exams for admission into independent schools. These exams are often the same as those set by local grammar schools, too. There are now several different kinds of Verbal Reasoning tests and it is likely that if you are applying for more than one school, you will encounter more than one type of test. These include:


•  pre-tests delivered on-screen

•  11+ entrance exams in different formats from GL (Granada Learning), CEM (Centre for Evaluation and Monitoring) and Moray House

•  11+ entrance exams created specifically for particular independent schools.



Tests are designed to vary from year to year. This means it is very difficult to predict the questions and structure that will come up, making the tests harder to revise for.

To give you the best chance of success in these assessments, Galore Park has worked with 11+ tutors, independent school teachers, test writers and specialist authors to create these Practice Papers. These books cover the main question types now typically occurring and are designed to support practice in working with the wide range of formats you may encounter.

Because 11+ tests now aim to include variations in question type, making them increasingly difficult to revise for, both books should be completed as essential preparation for all 11+ Verbal Reasoning tests.


[image: ]

For parents

These Practice Papers have been written to help both you and your child prepare for both pre-test and 11+ entrance exams.

For your child to get the maximum benefit from these tests, they should complete them in conditions as close as possible to those they will face in the exams, as described in the ‘Working through the book’ section below.

Timings get shorter as the book progresses to build up speed and confidence.

Some of these timings are very demanding and reviewing the tests again after completing the books (even though they will have some familiarity with the questions) can be helpful, to demonstrate how their speed has improved through practice.
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For teachers and tutors

This book has been written for teachers and tutors working with children who are preparing for both pre-test and 11+ entrance exams. The wide variety of question types is intended to prepare them for the increasingly unpredictable tests encountered, with a range of difficulty developed to prepare them for the most challenging and on-screen adaptable tests.
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Working through the book

You may find some of the questions hard, but don’t worry. These tests are designed to build up your skills and speed. Agree with your parents on a good time to take the test and set a timer. Prepare for each test as if you are actually going to sit your 11+ (see ‘Test day tips’ on page 8):


•  Complete the test with a timer, in a quiet room, noting down how long it takes you, and writing your answers in pencil.

•  Even though timings are given, you should complete ALL the questions.

•  Mark the test using the answers at the back of the book.

•  Go through the test again with a friend or parent and talk about the difficult questions.

•  Have another go at the questions you found difficult and read the answers carefully to find out what to look for next time.



The Answers are in a separate section at the end of the book. Do not look at the answers until you have attempted a whole paper. Each answer has a full explanation to help you understand why you might have answered incorrectly.

After completing both books you may want to go back to the earlier papers and have another go to see how much you have improved!


[image: ]

Test day tips

Take time to prepare yourself the day before you go for the test: remember to take sharpened pencils, an eraser and a watch to time yourself (if you are allowed – there is usually a clock present in the exam room in most schools). Take a bottle of water in with you, if this is allowed, as this will help to keep your brain hydrated and improves your concentration levels.

… and don’t forget to have breakfast before you go!
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Continue your learning journey

When you’ve completed these Practice Papers, you can carry on your learning right up until exam day with the following resources.
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The Revision Guide introduces all the skills and question types you need to learn to do well in the Verbal Reasoning 11+ entrance exams.

The Workbooks will further develop your skills with over 220 questions to practise in each book. To prepare you for the exam, these books include more examples of the question variations in these Practice Papers – the more times you practise the questions, the better equipped for the exams you’ll be:


•  Age 8–10: Increase your familiarity with variations in the question types.

•  Age 9–11: Experiment with further techniques to improve your accuracy.

•  Age 10–12: Develop fast response times through consistent practice.



The Practice Papers (Book 2) contains a further eight model papers and answers to improve your accuracy, speed and ability to deal with variations in question format under pressure.


Paper 1

Test time: 33 minutes
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Identify the connection between the words on the left. Look at the five words on the right and choose the one that goes best with the first three. Follow the example to answer the questions, then circle the letter beneath the correct answer.

comma, colon, hyphen
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1  intelligent, clever, smart

    [image: ]

2  knee, thigh, shin

    [image: ]

3  cross, irate, angry

    [image: ]

4  secure, safe, fixed

    [image: ]

5  electrician, architect, author

    [image: ]

6  narrative, novel, fiction

    [image: ]

7  climb, ascend, scale

    [image: ]

8  waste, debris, litter

    [image: ]

9  mallet, hammer, axe

    [image: ]

10 garner, amass, assemble

    [image: ]
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Choose one word from the list that has a link with the words in both sets of brackets. Follow the example to answer the questions, then circle the letter beneath the correct answer.
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11 [image: ]

12 [image: ]

13 [image: ]

14 [image: ]

15 [image: ]

16 [image: ]

17 [image: ]

18 [image: ]

19 [image: ]

20 [image: ]




[image: ]

Insert letters in the gap to complete the word on the right so it is an antonym or nearly an antonym of the word on the left. Follow the example to answer the questions, then circle the letter beneath the correct answer.

[image: ]
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21 [image: ]

22 [image: ]

23 [image: ]

24 [image: ]

25 [image: ]
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Complete the words by finding the three missing letters. Follow the example to answer the questions, then circle the letter beneath the correct answer.
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26 [image: ]

27 [image: ]

28 [image: ]

29 [image: ]

30 [image: ]
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The first two pairs of numbers are related in the same way. Establish the relationship between these pairs and complete the last pair in the same way. Follow the example to answer the questions, then circle the letter beneath the correct answer.

(7 is to 49) (8 is to 64) (6 is to ?)
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31 (5 is to 17) (13 is to 25) (64 is to ?)

    [image: ]




32 (15 is to 45) (21 is to 63) (32 is to ?)

    [image: ]

33 (23 is to 16) (36 is to 29) (53 is to ?)

    [image: ]

34 (9 is to 63) (8 is to 56) (12 is to ?)

    [image: ]

35 (24 is to 47) (13 is to 25) (36 is to ?)

    [image: ]

36 (52 is to 4) (26 is to 2) (78 is to ?)

    [image: ]
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The word in capital letters can be spelt by rearranging one of the sets of jumbled letters. Follow the example to answer the questions, then circle the letter beneath the correct answer.

Which set of letters could spell CREATE?
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37 Which set of letters could spell ELATED?

    [image: ]

38 Which set of letters could spell HOARSE?

    [image: ]

39 Which set of letters could spell ABANDON?

    [image: ]

40 Which set of letters could spell DREARY?

    [image: ]
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Paper 2

Test time: 17 minutes
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Choose the best word from the list to complete each sentence. Follow the example to answer the questions, then circle the letter beneath the correct answer.

Theme parks are a ____________________ place for families to visit.
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1  Firefighters fought the __________________ for hours.

    [image: ]

2  The cup final was a really exciting __________________.

    [image: ]

3  Are you __________________ about your first exams?

    [image: ]

4  The family were in a __________________ mood before they went abroad.

    [image: ]

5  Manya was always __________________ with her money.

    [image: ]
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In the sentences below some words have three letters missing; these three letters form a word. Follow the example to answer the questions, then circle the letter beneath the correct answer.

At the football match, the referee blew the w___ ___ ___ tle for half-time.

[image: ]
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6  The action film was full of sus___ ___ ___se.

    [image: ]

7  The shipwrecked crew was in a des___ ___ ___ate situation.

    [image: ]

8  Some of those mushrooms in the forest may be poi___ ___ ___ous.

    [image: ]

9  Don’t feel em___ ___ ___rassed if you’re unsure!

    [image: ]

10 The detective told the court room about his fin___ ___ ___gs.

    [image: ]




[image: ]

Choose the words that complete the sentence in the most sensible way. Follow the example to answer the questions, then circle the letter alongside the correct answers.

The great white shark can be very

[image: ]

and can smell blood from

[image: ]

distances.
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Fuel produces


11 a heat

      b cold

      c coal

      d warm



and can be very


12 a usually.

      b useless.

      c useful.

      d usual.



Neptune is the


13 a closest

      b further

      c nearest

      d furthest



planet from the Sun.

The prisoner admitted his


14 a innocent

      b guilt

      c innocence

      d shameful



for the


15 a believable

      b dishonour

      c guilty

      d gruesome



crime.


[image: ]

Each incomplete word has four letters missing which, when added, will complete the sentence. Select the correct set of letters from the list provided.

He felt great sa___ ___ ___ ___action in achieving the top award.

[image: ]
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16 She is a very t___ ___ ___ ___ted dancer.

    [image: ]

17 He’s a po___ ___ ___ ___ial champion for the next major tournament.

    [image: ]

18 We played games for the r___ ___ ___ ___nder of the afternoon.

    [image: ]

19 The doctors were extremely surprised at her speedy re___ ___ ___ ___ry.

    [image: ]

20 One of the small kittens has been strong and___ ___ ___ ___rous since birth.

    [image: ]
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Paper 3

Test time: 27 minutes
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Three of the words in the list are related to each other in some way. Find the word that is not linked to the others. Follow the example to answer the questions, then write the word on the line provided.

[image: ]
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1  [image: ]

2  [image: ]

3  [image: ]

4  [image: ]

5  [image: ]

6  [image: ]

7  [image: ]

8  [image: ]

9  [image: ]

10 [image: ]
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Insert letters in the gaps to complete the word on the right so that it is an antonym or nearly an antonym of the word on the left. Follow the example to answer the questions, then write the missing letters on the lines provided.

[image: ]

[image: ]




11 [image: ]

12 [image: ]

13 [image: ]

14 [image: ]

15 [image: ]
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Read the sentence and answer the question. Follow the example, then write your answer on the line provided.

The icy surface was hazardous.
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16 Parrots can imitate humans when they talk.

    What does ‘imitate’ mean?

     __________________

17 The police officer apprehended the felon.

    What does ‘apprehended’ mean?

     __________________

18 The boy was vindictive and determined to settle the grudge.

    What does ‘vindictive’ mean?

     __________________

19 Mrs Dash bustled about the house.

    What does ‘bustled’ mean?

     __________________

20 People were spreading malicious rumours.

    What does ‘malicious’ mean?

     __________________
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Some of these words can be made from the letters contained in the word that appears in capitals. Follow the example to answer the questions, then circle the word(s) that can be made.
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21 [image: ]

22 [image: ]

23 [image: ]

24 [image: ]
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Use the words in the table to answer the questions that follow then write the correct words on the lines provided.
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25 Find two words that are antonyms for the word ‘drop’.

    ______________    ______________

26 Find two words that are synonyms for the word ‘violet’.

    ______________    ______________

27 Find two words that are antonyms for the word ‘energetic’.

    ______________    ______________

28 Find two words that are synonyms for the word ‘incorrect’.

    ______________    ______________

29 Find two words that are antonyms for the word ‘mount’.

    ______________    ______________

30 Find two words that are synonyms for the word ‘gale’.

    ______________    ______________
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Find the association between the first pair of words and establish the same relationship with the third word provided. Follow the example to answer the questions, then write the word on the line provided.

[image: ]
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31 Doe is to fawn as sow is to __________________.

    [image: ]

32 Thames is to river as Atlantic is to __________________.

    [image: ]

33 Arid is to dry as humid is to __________________.

    [image: ]

34 Brittle is to vase as flexible is to __________________.

    [image: ]

35 Hoist is to lift as drag is to __________________.

    [image: ]

36 Castle is to fortress as dwelling is to __________________.

    [image: ]

37 Cross is to irate as jovial is to __________________.

    [image: ]

38 Spin is to nips as stop is to __________________.

    [image: ]

39 Sow is to seed as plant is to __________________.

    [image: ]

40 Tyrant is to dictator as saviour is to __________________.

    [image: ]
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