

[image: Cover]



Contents




Little Bird, Little Bird!

Title page

Copyright

Dedication

Reginald the Rat in Bed

Lunch with Miss Robin

Lovely Long Tail

Going Away Party for the Geese

Everyone Loved the Going Away Parties

Reginald came into the Party

Everyone in Party Hats!

It was so much Fun!

Candles on the Cake

Guinevere the Goose Cut the Cake

Raymond Racoon

Reggie in tux

Gayord Goose & Reginald

Miss Raquel Rat

She Moved Gracefully Across the Room

Reginald Stared at Miss Raquel

The Room Fell Silent

Miss Raquel

“Come here,” Miss Raquel Said

He Looked at His Reflection

They were Two of a Kind

Miss Robin Singing

Hours Later

Reginald & Raquel on a Twig Sofa

The End

The Rat Who Didn't Like Rats

Little Bird, Little Bird!


[image: Image]







The Rat 

Who Didn’t 

Like Rats







Written & Illustrated 




by 




Blythe Ayne








The Rat Who Didn’t Like Rats

Blythe Ayne




Emerson & Tilman, Publishers

129 Pendleton Way #55

Washougal, WA 98671




All Rights Reserved

No part of this publication may be reproduced, distributed, or transmitted

in any form, or by any means, including photocopying, recording,

or other electronic or mechanical methods, without the prior

written permission of the author, except brief quotations

in critical reviews and other noncommercial

uses permitted by copyright law.




Book & cover design by Blythe Ayne

All Text & Graphics

© Blythe Ayne




Books in the Forest Friends series:

The Rat Who Didn’t Like Rats

The Rat Who Didn’t Like Christmas




www.BlytheAyne.com




The Rat Who Didn’t Like Rats:

ebook ISBN: 978-1-947151-43-7

Paperback ISBN: ISBN: 978-1-947151-44-4

Hardbound ISBN: 978-1-947151-45-1




[image: Image]






















For children everywhere.












[image: Image]




Reginald was a very handsome rat, all the animals agreed.

But there was one way that he was not very attractive, and that was how badly he talked about rats.

“Rats! I don’t like rats!” he would say first thing in the morning.
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And, when he was having lunch with the delightful Miss Robin, no matter how much she tried to keep the conversation pleasant, sooner or later Reginald would say, as he did today, “Rats, rats, rats! I don’t like rats!”


“But they have such a lovely long tail,” Miss Robin replied, looking at Reginald’s beautiful, and particularly l-o-o-o-o-n-g tail wrapped gracefully around him as they sat at the luncheon table.

“No, rats do not have lovely long tails. They have skinny, ugly tails. Nothing like the beautiful, feathery tail that you have.” Reginald nodded as if there was nothing more to be said on the subject.

Miss Robin blushed delicately, and hid her little beak behind her wing. “Why, thank you Reginald, you’re very kind, I’m sure!”
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“Oh, I’m just stating facts Miss Robin. Anyone can plainly see your lovely feathers! But rats, now that’s a different matter. Rats! I don’t like rats!”


That evening, the blue jays and robins were giving a going away party for the geese, as it was time for them to fly south for the winter. Even though everyone was a little bit sad that their friends would soon be gone, it was big fun to have a party. 
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Besides, the geese would be back next spring—and they would have another party to welcome their return.


Everyone loved the going away and the coming back parties, especially Reginald.

A few of the creatures arrived a bit early for the party. 

Mr. Owl, new to the neighborhood, wondered, “Mightn’t someone tell Reginald he’s a rat?”

“Oh, we’ve tried,” Guinevere the goose said. “When I told him he was a rat, he became very, very upset and said, ‘how dare you say that to me? Why, I’m nothing like a rat.’ It’s really hopeless.”
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Right at that moment, Reginald came into the party hall, all dapper and smiles, and The Whooooo band started playing “Blue Jay Way.”
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Then the geese, the robins, the raccoons, the opossums, the blue jays, the finches, the owls, and the moles all put on funny, silly party hats.

Even the bats wore party hats! Even Reginald the rat put on a party hat!
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