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            Production History

         

         Mirandolina premiered at the Teatro Del Monaco in Treviso, Italy, on 5 February 2026, in an Italian translation by Monica Capuani, co-produced by Teatro Stabile del Veneto – Teatro Nazionale, the Abbey Theatre – Ireland’s National Theatre and Croatian National Theatre – HNK Rijeka, as part of the Cultural Olympiad Milano Cortina 2026. The production toured to Belluno, Venice, Padua, Verona, Rijeka and Milan.

         
             

         

         It was first performed in Ireland at the Abbey Theatre, Dublin, on 28 August 2026, as part of Cultúr 2026, the cultural programming of Ireland’s Presidency of the Council of the European Union. The cast was as follows:

         
             

         

         Father  Alex Cendron

         Fiori  Denis Fasolo

         Rip  Riccardo Gamba

         Ethel  Margherita Mannino

         Mirandolina  Gaja Masciale

         Great-Grandfather  Giancarlo Previati

         Fabrizio  Massimo Scola

         Alba  Andrea Tich

         Mother  Sandra Toffolatti

         
             

         

         Translation  Monica Capuani

         Director  Caitríona McLaughlin

         Set and Costume  Design Katie Davenport

         Lighting Design  Paul Keogan

         Composition and Sound Design  Anna Mullarkey

         Assistant Director  Martina Testa

         Assistant Set and Costume Design  Florentina Burceavi
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            Characters

         

         
            Mirandolina

twenties

            Fabrizio

thirties

            Fiori

forties

            Alba

forties

            Rip

early thirties

            Ethel

forties

            Father

sixties

            Great-Grandfather

seventies

            Mother

sixtiesx
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            Setting

         

         Setting

         A fluid space that incorporates a train carriage, a restaurant and bar, and a living room in Mother’s house.

         Booze, coke and iPhones ever present.

         
             

         

         
             

         

         Time

         Now.xii
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               Act One

            

         

         
            
               Scene One

            

         

         A train. Ethel sits there. Enter Mirandolina, distraught.

         
            Ethel You alright young lady?

            Mirandolina Sorry? What?

            Ethel Are you going to be sick?

            Mirandolina No. No.

            Ethel I have water here. A sweet.

            Mirandolina I’m fine thank you.

            Ethel You’re sure? … Sit down. Sit down here a minute.

            Mirandolina looks around. Sits.

            You heading to the city?

            Mirandolina What?

            Ethel We have the whole carriage to ourselves.

            Mirandolina Do we?

            Ethel Are you travelling?

            Mirandolina Obviously I’m travelling.

            Ethel I was the same myself. Marvellous to have had it all before you. Well, I had my turn.

            Mirandolina I’ve had my turn.

            Ethel Oh.

            Mirandolina All over for me.

            Ethel All over? At your age?4

            Mirandolina The End isn’t just for the old. You don’t own the end … sorry that came out ruder than I meant.

            Ethel No need to be sorry. I’ll shut up and read my newspaper.

            Does. Mirandolina stares out the window. The train rocks.

            Mirandolina I don’t recognise this landscape.

            Ethel It’s not that different really. More vivid maybe. Tilted. You’re a city girl.

            Mirandolina Don’t know what I am.

            Ethel I grew up on a lake. Two lakes to be exact. You grew up by water too. Put you on a rock, you could be a mermaid.

            Mirandolina Yeah right.

            Ethel You’re still hardly more than a child.

            Mirandolina I’m twenty-three.

            Ethel Beautiful age.

            Mirandolina You think?

            Ethel It was for me.

            Mirandolina Well good for you if you were happy when you were twenty-three. I suppose you fell in love, got married, all that jazz.

            Ethel I lived alone my whole life.

            Mirandolina That’s the secret is it? Shut the door, close the curtains and put on the fire?

            Ethel Sometimes.

            Mirandolina People eat you up.

            Ethel They do.5

            Mirandolina Maybe they don’t mean to but they do.

            Ethel Oh some mean to.

            Mirandolina You’ve met these cannibals?

            Ethel I have the bite marks to prove it. So have you.

            Mirandolina What makes you say that?

            Ethel The world is full of troubled young women. What did he do to you? Or you to him?

            Mirandolina It’s all very foggy … remote … like it happened to someone else.

            Ethel You weren’t kind to your young man?

            Mirandolina Kind? I don’t know what that word means.

            Ethel What happened?

            Mirandolina It’s definitely not a love story.

            Ethel I never believed in them.

            Mirandolina More a ballad about hatred, I think.

            Ethel Hate has its place. Hate we understand. Love now … mention the word …

            Mirandolina No it wasn’t love.

            Ethel Isn’t that what we all say when it’s over?

            Mirandolina I can’t piece it together. I don’t feel I’m alive anymore.

            Ethel Start at the start. Once upon a time.

            Mirandolina This was no fairy tale.

            Ethel Then long long ago.

            Mirandolina There were four of them.

            Ethel Four men?6

            Mirandolina That sounds mad. That sounds like something it’s not.

            Ethel Where was this?

            Mirandolina In my restaurant.

            Ethel You have a restaurant?

            Mirandolina My father left it to me. I hate it. I was doing my Master’s and he dies. I was going to start my PhD.

            Ethel And why didn’t you sell it?

            Mirandolina The restaurant?

            Ethel Yeah.

            Mirandolina It’s been in my family for a hundred years. I can’t sell it. Maybe before I could have. Everything’s changed now. I’ve a feeling something terrible is happening.

            Ethel Ah these terrible things. There’s living for you. An accumulation of terrible things. And then … poof.

            Mirandolina I thought I was bleak.

            Ethel You’ve put me in a bleak mood. Look there’s the sky turning grey to sympathise. Often find that with skies.

            A young man (Rip) walks by their seat with a bunch of flowers. He stops. Looks at Mirandolina. Ethel looks at him. Mirandolina, looking out the window, doesn’t clock him.

            Ethel You know him?

            Mirandolina Who?

            Ethel Him? He looked at you strangely.

            Mirandolina Did he? I didn’t notice. I don’t look men in the eye anymore.

            Ethel Why not?7

            Mirandolina Used to love walking up a busy street. The eye contact. The shock to the flesh. Yes. Yes. And yes. As they clocked me and I clocked them. All the fine men on the hunt. Might as well have been
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