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    To my Alpha Reader and my Wife, who both encourage all my bad ideas.
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License information: 

This ebook is licensed for your personal enjoyment only. The digital file may not be reproduced, re-sold, or given away to others. If you would like to share this book with another person, please purchase an additional copy for each recipient. 

My wife and I put a lot of work into creating these works for you and the payout is small, so please support us by purchasing a copy through your favorite retailer, or reading through Ream or your local library if you’re reading this book and did not purchase it. Thank you for supporting the queer smut-writing community!
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Welcome, dear connoisseur of warm and toasty literature, and thank you for choosing my writing!

I'm A.E. LeMercier, and I've been writing erotic queer love stories for over two decades (totally started when I was two.) I have a passion for telling earnest tales of romantic and sexual connection between two (or more!) characters, where kinky fuckery empowers those relationships to shine to a physically and emotionally satisfying climax, with heat levels from 4 to 5. I hope you enjoy this tale and many more in the future!

Want more reading? Join my Ream for open access to all my publications, plus new release info and sneak peaks. Or Sign up for my Mailing List for an exclusive, steamy ebook - free for subscribers! 
Happy Reading!

~ A.E. LeMercier
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​1 - Daniel Eisenschreber, Prince of the Blood
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Daniel Eisenschreber, Prince of the blood and son of the High King, had spent his life in a world of light and rainbows, and never thought it strange. Everything in the Grand Palace in Aquilla revolved around magic, and every living thing had a trace of it, a color and energy beautiful and unique. 

Magic users - mages - were the apex of it all, pulsing with power that ebbed and flowed, echoes left behind them in enchanted objects and wards and effects.

His oldest brother, The High King Radiance Jacques the Third, was the brightest, wrapped in power that flared and surged. It appeared as unpredictable as Jack himself, crowned High King far younger than should have ever been needed. He stood at the side of their Aunt, High Queen Eminence Meredith, whose power, though much lessened, was steady and strong. As Daniel grew older he had learned it had been so for a very long time: a King, an Alpha with their great and volatile power to defend the five nations, and a Beta Queen, a steady and sure, to guide and rule.

Neither would ever be Daniel's job. Even if he hadn't had two Alpha half-brothers, as an Omega -  like his mother and many of the mages that had taught him in his childhood - the magic he would command would always be a gift from others. That was something Daniel had never begrudged; he didn't want to be a source of magic himself. 

He certainly didn't want to fight the terrible creatures that sometimes plagued mankind, and though he remembered facts and history well enough, politics wasn't for him. Nothing was more fascinating than the study of magic itself, than the myriad of ways that energy could be bent and woven and imbued to create so many incredible effects and enchantments. That was what he aspired to.

He wondered, sometimes, what his father's energy might have looked like. Wistfully, he wished there was some way to record it in portraits. King Jacques the Second looked powerful in paintings, tall and broad-shouldered, with blond hair and blue eyes like Daniel and all his magical brothers. He had kind eyes, and it was easy to reconcile the images with the loving way his mother spoke of the man who had died shortly before his birth. 

His father, along with two of the highest mages in Theaca, had burnt themselves out completely closing a rift to the twilight realm. With his power unable to renew itself, he'd slowly wasted away. It seemed nonsensically horrible to Daniel as a child, and even more as he grew. He wasn't sure which thought was worse: that there was no choice but for his father to make such a sacrifice, or that there might have been another way, and his father had merely been careless.

Perhaps he'd never know.

Daniel's memories of living in the Grand Palace in Aquilla were limited. Vague moments of brightness and understanding, like looking at his father's portrait and mourning his loss. Before his sixth birthday his mother had taken him and his sadly mundane older sister, Penelope, back to Kelda where she'd been raised. This was where he truly began to learn magic, at his mother's knee and from the many mages who always seemed to come and go through the great teleportation circle at the foot of the King's tower.

"Will I do that someday?" he asked his mother after watching an Alpha and his entourage swirl into being inside the circle.

She gave him an indulgent smile. "Perhaps. All who swear accord with King Stellan are granted access to the transport circles in Kelda. Focus on your studies, and once you're old enough if you choose to become a mage and are empowered by a strong Alpha, you will accomplish far greater than just teleportation."

Empowerment was another thing he became more and more curious about as he grew up. Kelda was very unlike home, where the last High King had five Omegas as his wives and a huge family. 

The aged King, Stellanos, claimed no Omega, and had only acknowledged two heirs: Matriarch Princess Helen, his mother's friend, and the young Prince Radiance Stellan the fourth, who was only a teenager when Daniel first met him. 

The Omega mages - even ones like Aunt Helen who was married to Duchess Rachel - were empowered in a special Adult gathering monthly that was a mystery to him. And sometimes Daniel's mother was gone for weeks at a time, during which he and Penelope stayed with Aunt Helen and Rachel and their children, and his mother would come back even more brilliant with magic than before.

It was after one of these trips that he learned that he was going to have a new sibling. He hadn't intentionally been trying to eavesdrop, he'd been out of bed to get a drink of water when he heard his mother talking with his aunts in the dining room.

"Are you sure you want to do this, Dahlia? You don't need to have another child. You can stay here with us as long as you like."

"I do appreciate that, Helen. Very much. I just..." she'd sighed. "I enjoyed this when I was young. If I hadn't fallen so in love with Jacques I don't think I would have left. But I'm getting too old to always be empowered at anonymous sex parties, and doing stints as a submissive when I go into heat is really getting hard on my knees. Once I give Kaze an Alpha he's vowed to kneel to me, and empower me whenever I wish. I can have my own tower, I can be the master for once. You understand that, don't you? That's why you married Rachel."

"And if you can't give him an Alpha?"

"I know I can. I'm still young enough to have several children if I need to, with magic on my side. And I had Daniel, didn't I? I'm certain Penelope's only mundane because we didn't work the heredity magic."

"Speaking of - you can't intend to take the children with you?"

His mother sighed. "No. But Penelope wants to join the Ateliers. I've already paid for her apprenticeship. She's still the daughter of the High King, that will open any door for her in the mundane world. And Daniel... he's fifteen now, well old enough to foster. And I've been in talks with the Grand Duke of Altair, I made a promise to him before Jacques died. He has several children Daniel's age, it will be good for him to learn with them. He's willing to consider a long-term foster if they get along. It will be the best place for Daniel until he's of age to experience mage society and make a decision about empowerment."

Daniel had known it was coming. Fostering was part of growing up for most of the magically-talented children of the great mage families. Helen's daughter Margaret was already fostering in Edreau. But it still hurt to think that his mother had decided to send him away. 

Perhaps it was more that she'd made the decision without speaking to him at all.

Creeping back to his rooms, he tried not to dwell on it. There was no use; he'd long ago learned that once his mother made up her mind about something there was little he could do to sway it.

Fortunately, the other things he'd heard held their own mysteries to ponder. 

Empowerment through sex parties? That was something he needed to learn more about as soon as possible.
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Season 2: Dramatis Personae:

Our Heroes:

⧫ Carson "Ben" Bennet - Alpha. Prince Radiance of Altair. Protective and nurturing, Ben is working hard to be his father's heir and find the right Omega partner.

⧫ Daniel Eisenschreber - Omega, Prince of the Blood. Son of the deceased High King, Daniel longs to solve the tragedy of his father's death... and to help lift his dear friend Ben's burdens.

The Royal Court: Aquilla

City of Aquilla: Capital of the Unification and location of the Collegium. Eldest Alpha and Beta mages rule jointly, with succession through the patrilineal line. 

⧫ Jacques (Jack) Eisenschreber - Alpha. The young High King.

⧫ David Bennet - Omega. Archmage of Imperial Interests and the High King's right hand

⧫ Zahrah Eisenschreber - Omega. Princess of the Blood.

⧫ Dahlia Eisenschreber - Omega. Wife of the former High King Jacques (deceased). Mother of Daniel and Penelope

⧫ Penelope Eisenschreber - Mundane. Lady Daughter of House Eisenscherber

Members of the Nobility: Castra Nova

Castra Nova City-States: A country of aligned city-states. Eldest male Alpha and female Beta rule jointly in each city-state, with Alphas responsible for protection, and Betas responsible for mage and mundane politics.

⧫ Carson Bennet Sr - Alpha. Grand Duke of Altair. Father of Ben

⧫ Lorraine Bennet - Beta. Grand Duchess of Altair. Sister to Grand Duke Carson Bennet Sr.

⧫ Cordelia Bennet - Alpha. Baroness of the Sunrise Spire. Sister to the Grand Duke.  (deceased)

⧫ Juliette Bennet - Omega. Mate of Grand Duke Carson Bennet Sr, mother of Ben

⧫ Julia, Ruby, Donald Bennet - younger children of Carson and Juliette Bennet

Kelda

Country of Kelda: Ruled by King Stellan Bisgaard III. Oldest recognized Alpha or Beta mage reigns. If a monarch has not recognized an heir, succession is determined by the eldest Alpha or Beta of a sibling's line.

⧫ Stellan Bisgaard IV - Alpha. Prince Radiance of Kelda

⧫ Helen Bisgaard - Omega. Matriarch Princess of Kelda

⧫ Rachel Bisgaard - Beta. Wife of Princess Helen.

Collegium

⧫ Giovanni (Gian) di Marina, Jr - Alpha.  Prince Radiance and future Archmage of Alshain.

⧫ Lazaro Bellini - Omega. Mate of Gian.
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​2 - A Foster in Altair
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It was true: Omegas got their magical power through sex. 

The curious realization had been the focus of Daniel's thoughts since he'd overheard his mother talking about it. He knew how children were born, of course, but he'd never thought it was connected to magic. 

A little reconnaissance was all that it took to find a book on Empowerment in Prince Stellan's library. He might have asked Stellan himself if Daniel hadn't been too embarrassed to ask, but the Prince was away at the Collegium. Instead Daniel spent the afternoon puzzling over the book.

Words and diagrams detailed the process of empowerment through sex, how it conducted the clarification of magical energy between an Alpha and an Omega in ways that would be most beneficial to both parties. There were also pages and pages dedicated to sexual positions, some involving three or more people. It was... confusing, and rather perturbing. Was this really what the adults did once a month? 

Was this what he would be expected to do?

Once he turned eighteen he could choose to attend the empowerment ceremonies at any time. Though a responsible mage family would always ensure a young Omega had a full year to experience mage society before making their choice.

The author wrote of the other thing his mother had spoken of with delight and awe: periods of submission where Omegas in heat gave one's will entirely to an Alpha or Beta Mage, to be available for clarification at their will. How it could ensure great personal reserves of energy, even from a Beta. Is that what would be expected of him? The thought of being unable to pursue his own will, his own learning and goals, was terrifying. Repulsed, he carefully returned the book to Stellan's library and tried to forget about it.

Still, when the next empowerment ceremony took place on the full moon only days before he was to be sent away, Daniel's curiosity got the better of him. 

The apartments they lived in were in the wings of King Stellan's tower, and had plenty of magical protections and wards meant to keep track of everyone who went in and out. But Daniel had long ago worked out how to manipulate the weave of them to slip out undiscovered. 

Moving carefully and silently, he made his way through the second floor to the veranda that overlooked the main hall at the base of the tower, carefully keeping his awareness focused on detecting the magic of anyone who might come near.

The grand hall, which was normally lit brightly with dozens of floating mage lights, was darkened, a warm orange glow cast up onto the ceiling and pillars. Daniel crept towards one of them, sinking to the floor.

He could hear nothing, but if he fit himself up against the pillar he could peek through the gaps in the railing and down to the floor below past the dome of magical silence, hopefully without being seen.

The source of the glow was a large alchemical fire that danced in the middle, and Daniel could see the glow extend into an enormous, intricate magical circle on the floor underneath that illuminated out through the entire hall. Around the fire sat a number of low cushions, most of which were occupied by individuals, fully nude apart from a black mask, who knelt on them silently.

He could tell, from the patterns of their magic, that these were Omega mages like his mother. Was his mother among them? He was afraid to look too closely, and besides... something about staring at them made his eyes feel weird and unable to focus. 

As he watched, a black cloaked figure moved from the edge of the room towards the fire. He was clearly an Alpha from the bright volatility of his magical energy, though it was focused and strengthened in a way that Daniel realized he'd seen before, after these nights. 

The Alpha stopped behind where a man knelt and ran a hand over the man's hair, down over his bare chest. Then he took his arm, guiding him to his feet. Smiling, the Omega pressed himself against him without hesitation, stroking the edges of the cloak back to reveal that the Alpha was just as nude underneath. They engaged in a passionate kiss, and the Alpha led him off away from the firelight, to where Daniel realized there were a number of lounges scattered around the edges where figures moved slowly together.

It was true. They were all having sex.

Was this really the cost of power? He snuck back to his room, conflicted. He had at least three years before he would be allowed to seek out empowerment. Would he then be expected to take his place on those cushions, naked and vulnerable, for some nameless Alpha to have?

Did he really want to continue learning magic after all?

Still, when he finished packing his things for Altair, he couldn't stop himself from sneaking back into Stellan's library to steal the book.
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After a tearful goodbye with Penelope and a fonder one with his Aunts, Daniel followed his mother down to the teleportation circle early in the morning. In his satchel held close to his body, he carried his most important possessions: the book that contained all the studies on spellwork he'd done so far, and his magical focuses and items. The stolen book on empowerment - on sex - was hidden inside Daniel's bottomless trunk, which bobbed along behind him, carried by one of his mother's conjured arcane retainers. 

He tried to take a look around him, to take in Kelda one last time, but strangely he didn't feel particularly sorrowful to leave. He'd miss his sister and his aunts, of course, and he'd definitely miss talking with Stellan when the Prince wasn't at school, but he wouldn't really miss Kelda. As much as he loved the people, it had never been home.

"Come on," his mother said, activating the teleportation circle as Daniel stepped in, and the brief, weightless feeling of travel enveloped him as Kelda faded away.

When the world around him came back into view Daniel had to blink hard against the sudden brightness. Of course, Altair was closer to the sunrise than they were, the mid-morning sun already bright.

Then, as his eyes adjusted, Daniel saw the vista before him and felt his heart skip a beat.

The teleportation circle was etched at the edge of a grand terrace set into the side of the mountain, and beyond him stretched the verdant green valleys of Altair. 

The shimmer of winding rivers and lakes glinted in the sunlight, and white streams of water spilled from the mountains to join them, similar to the one that poured past the rock face at the edge of the terrace. Here and there he could see other terraces cut into the side of the mountain, the entrances to the mines of precious minerals and gems that were essential to their magic and made the city-state such an essential part of the five kingdoms.

Altair was... breathtakingly beautiful.

"Come," his mother said, gently tugging at his shoulder. "The Grand Duke is waiting."

Obediently Daniel turned, climbing the stairs to the upper terrace, where another set led to a pair of wide open doors into the mountain - Altair's tower, Daniel realized with a thrill of excitement.

Then two figures came into view.
The first was clearly the young woman he'd heard his mother speak about, a young blond girl whose magic spoke of an Omega not yet empowered. The second....

It took him a moment to see past the brilliance of his magic to see the physical form of the person behind. A boy, who must only be a little older than he was, smiling and eager. And while he'd never seen the girl before, the boy looked so familiar....

Daniel drew in a soft breath. "Who's he?"

His mother glanced over at him. "Prince Radiance Carson Bennet. The future Grand Duke of Altair." 

Of course. Daniel had met his older brother, David, on several occasions at the Grand Palace in Aquilla. The 'Radiance' title for a mage's male Alpha heir had never seemed more fitting, Daniel thought as he stared, feeling shy and excited at once when the young man gave him a warm smile.

His mother bowed respectfully as they approached. "Price Radiance Carson, Princess Julia. Thank you for welcoming my son into your home."

"Thank you, Lady Dahlia. Please just call me Ben, Carson's my dad," Ben told them. "And the pleasure is undoubtedly ours."
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