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Author's Preliminary Remarks



The plot of this narrative is based on the story from the Prophet Daniel's Book, known as "Susanna and the Elders". The events take place in ancient Babylonia during the period of the captivity of the Jews by the Babylonian king Nebuchadnezzar. 

According to the Bible, the righteous youth Daniel exposed two elderly judges for slandering Susanna, a young honest woman. Subsequently, the wise Daniel became a prophet. 

The author was attracted by the characteristic features of the detective genre in the story of the exposure of the elders. Acting as a professional detective, Daniel is portrayed as an easily recognizable literary character.
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The Hercule Poirots, 

my friend, 

need only to sit back in a chair and think.

Agatha Christie, “Dumb Witness”, 

Chapter 6, “We Go to Littlegreen House.”
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01. Chapter 1
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The summer sun sends its hot rays generously down upon the land of the fertile valleys that lie between the two great rivers. It is hot for men, beasts, birds, fish, palm trees, grass, orchards, and water. Tigris and Euphrates rivers are weary from the heat, and that is why they flow leisurely, and time moves slowly in those places - from the ancient past it has timidly entered the shaky present, and will undoubtedly continue its lazy way to the unknown future.

Men cope with the heat better than any other of God's creatures. The restless passions raging in human souls care nothing for the weather.

It so happened that Nebuchadnezzar, the glorious monarch and famous conqueror, punished the rebellious, stiff-necked inhabitants of the kingdom of Judah by moving them to his country between Tigris and Euphrates. Having found themselves in a new place, the restless tribe of newcomers did not give up the turbulence of life established in their homeland. The Jews had a peculiar faith, not pagan, and peculiar customs, and their ideas about the righteousness and the sinfulness were not clear to everyone. The foreigners brought many good deeds to the country of Babylonia. However, they did not fail to mark life in a foreign land with crimes. As we can see, there is peace between fire and water!

This last circumstance was in the sphere of interest of Daniel, a Torah expert and an investigator revered by the Jewish community. Whenever there was a questionable act among the Israelites that was suspected of iniquity or a shameful violation of God's commandments, the heads of the community immediately called Daniel to their aid. His ability to make people feel at ease, penetrating to the depths of the soul of those who are right and those who are guilty, sharp intuition and impeccable logic - these are the talents that led him from success to success in the most complex investigations.

Daniel's father, peace be upon him, was a God-fearing man who brought up his son in the spirit of worshiping the Law. The boy was eager for knowledge, memorized truths, tried them on himself, and prepared himself to judge others. When he grew up, he began to understand the life and learned to recognize the dark and the light in hearts, and then his talent as an investigator was revealed.

Daniel is a well-to-do man. He inherited from his father a house with an orchard on the outskirts of the city of Nippur, where the events described in this story took place. He married happily and had three children. Avishag, Daniel's spouse, loved him devotedly, but to her sorrow she was not spoiled by her husband's attention, for the latter, if he was not investigating a crime, was hurrying to the house of learning to refresh his spiritual baggage in conversation with the prophets.

Sometimes he had the idea of taking a second wife, younger than the first, but every time he was apprehensive: what if the peace-loving Avishag revealed some unpleasant traits unknown until now?

Was the thought of a second wife so odd to Daniel's heart? He was far from poor, thirty-five years old, the height of maturity, and a man endowed with fantasy legitimately yearned for emotional novelty. Daniel has multiplied his father's legacy, for he was reseiving handsome rewards from wealthy men interested in a fair investigation of guilt and innocence.  

Daniel's house became higher by a floor. The walls in the rooms were lined by the host with valuable wood - some red and some cedar, brought to Babylonia by Phoenician merchants. The floor was marble, mosaic. The oil lamps were of copper, the tables and benches were of good oak. Avishag took care of the flowers. Servant renewed them daily, cutting roses, irises, asters, daffodils in the orchard. Fragrant garlands adorned the rooms wonderfully.

One of the rooms on the lower floor was especially beautiful. It was the most important room in the house. In its center stood a table of carved wood. It was adjoined by a high chair with flat cushions attached to the seat and back. A leather-trimmed couch was against the wall. A small window looked out into the orchard. A cupboard stood in the corner, and in it were clay tablets with important records. The heavy log door kept the noise out. Everything of value in the world is filled with silence. Here, in peace and stillness, Daniel pondered plans of investigations, questions and answers, maneuvers and tricks.  

The host had his own carriage, a fine two-axle chariot pulled by a pair of stocky horses. Daniel and his wife and the charioteer rode it in threes. Avishag loved these rides through the city, especially when, having received a gift from her generous husband - a dress, shoes, earrings, and the like - she could show off her new things in public.

Out of reasonable precaution the authorities of Babylonia did not allow the Jews to possess the means of war, therefore the mentioned chariot brought from Egypt was made, expressing modern language, in a special civilian version.  

Daniel and other wealthy members of the community were assisted by Yonatan, a commission agent, in acquiring good and beautiful goods brought by merchants from distant lands. He was valued for his excellent knowledge of the items, the skillful preservation of the goods, the keen understanding of the needs of his customers, and, above all, for the unconditional honesty. And since Yonatan was a young man, unpretentious in handling and with an easy character, people without ceremony called him simply Yoni. More about him ahead. 

***
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Daniel had returned from the house of prayer early that morning and was sitting in the garden arbor that lurked in the shade of the trees opposite the window of his workroom. The heat of the day had not yet set in, fighting the chill of the night. Daniel awaited the arrival of a dear guest. 

In the distance, the gate creaked and
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