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	    About the Author

        
            Andrew was born in London England and moved to Los Angeles in 1979. In 1991 Andrew started a music educational publishing company A.D.G. Productions which has now published over 150 music instructional books with Andrew authoring over 80 books for piano/keyboards, woodwinds, guitar/bass, including such titles as "100 Ultimate Blues Riffs", "100 Ultimate Jazz Riffs", "Funky Organ Grooves", "Outta Sight Funk & R&B Riffs" "The Blues Scale" that are sold to and used by teachers and students throughout the world.

Andrew is an exceptional all round experienced keyboard player, composer as well as a guitarist, and his experience has enabled him to compose, produce and arrange music for many artists, TV Shows, film, theater, commercials including TV shows such as General Hospital and Oceanquest. He has worked with such notable artists as Gary Wright, Johnny Guitar Watson, Edwin Starr, Mike Pinera. His band The Super Groovers has received worldwide airplay on many jazz radio stations. Andrew is equally adept at playing and teaching in many styles including, Pop, Rock, Blues, Jazz, Funk & R&B, Gospel, Country.
Andrew plays in an instrumental jazz group called "The Super Groovers" where he co-writes all the music with saxophonist Frank Villafranca blending musical styles such as : Jazz, Blues, Funk, Latin, African, New Age, Gospel, Rock. They have released two albums Supergroovin' and Mainline Connection to critical acclaim available from various internet music retailers.

Andrew began his musical training at the age of 7, studying classical piano for 12 years. He has studied Synthesizer Programming at UCLA and was
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Unlock the Secrets of Rock's Greatest Keyboard Legends!

Renowned music educator Andrew D. Gordon presents his most electrifying piano
instructional book yet—"Keys to Rock Piano Mastery: Classic Riffs Reimagined and
Inspired by Rock’s Keyboard Legends." This must-have guide takes pianists on a
deep dive into the signature styles of the world's most iconic rock and blues
keyboardists, from Nicky Hopkins, Mike Garson and Keith Emerson to Ray
Manzarek, Billy Preston, Rick Wakeman, and more!

With decades of experience as a performer, composer, and teacher, Andrew D.
Gordon masterfully blends history, technique, and creativity in a book packed
with exciting riffs, inspired by the legends who shaped rock piano. Whether
you're a budding pianist or  seasoned player looking to expand your repertoire,
this book will help you:

Learn Legendary Riffs — Reimagine classic rock and blues keyboard phrases that
defined the genre.

Master Authentic Styles — From the honky-tonk fire of Jerry Lee Lewis to the
psychedelic textures of Ray Manzarek and the progressive complexity of Rick
Wakeman.

Develop Pro Techniques — Groove like Stevie Winwood, Jon Lord, and Greg Rolie
Create Your Own Rock Sound — Fuse classic elements with modern flair and craft
your unique voice as a rock pianist.

Packed with play-along tracks, "Keys to Rock Piano Mastery” is the ultimate
resource for pianists looking to channel the soul of rock's greatest keyboardists.
Are you ready to rock the keys like never before?

isbn 978-1.958017-61.6
Published by:
ADG Productions
hitp://www.adgproductions.com
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1950s: The Birth of Rock and Roll Piano.
‘The 19505 marked a pivotal era in the history of rock music, and the piano played a sgnificant
ole in shaping ts sound and identity. While the guitar often takes center stage in discussions of
early rock and roll the piano served as a driving force behind many of the genre’s most iconic
hits. From the boogie-woogie rhythms of Jerry Lee Lewis to the soulfulstylings of Fats Domino,
Fock plano of the 19505 laid the foundation for the genre'sfuture evolution.

One of the most nfluentialfigures in 19505 rock piano was Jerry Lee Lewis, often referred t0.as
“The Killer" for his electrifing stage presence and dynaric playing syle. Lewis brought  fusion
of country, blues, and gospel music to the forefront of rock and roll, infusing his performances
with virtuosic piano solos and energetic rhythms. His hit songs like *Great Balls of Fire" and
“Whole Lotta Shakin' Goin' On" showcased his distinctive piano technique, characterized by
rapid-fire arpeggios, thunderous bass lines, and flamboyant flourishes.

Another pioneer of 19505 rock piano was Fats Domino, whose smooth vocals and infectious
piano melodies helped define the New Orleans sound of the era. Songs fike "Ain't That a
Shame" and "Blueberry Hill" became instant classics, with Domino's laid-back piano playing
providing the perfect backdrop for his soulful voice. His blend of rhythm and blues, boogie-
woogie, and Jazz influences set the stage for the emergence of rock and roll as a global
phenomenon.

n addition to Lewis and Domino, other pianits of the 19505 made sgrificant contributions to
the development of rock music. Litte Richard, known for his flamboyant stage persona and
high-energy performances, brought a wild and raucous style to the piano, inspiring generations
of rock musicians with his exuberant playing. Tracks like “Tutt Frutti® and "Long Tall Saly"
showcased his dynamic piano techniaue, characterized by pounding rhythms, flashy trils, and
vocal whoops.

The piano's role in 19505 rock music extended beyond solo performances to include
accompaniment and arrangement. In many cases, pianists served as session musicians,
providing backing tracks and adding depth to recordings by artists such s Elvis Presley, Chuck
Berry, and Buddy Holly. Their contributions helped shape the sound of rock and roll, adding
layers of melody, harmony, and rhythm to the music.

1960s: Exploration and Experimentation
s rock music evolved in the 1960s, piano/keyboard players continued to explore new sonic
territories, incorporating elements of jaz, clssical, and psychedelia into their playing. Bands
like The Beatls, The Zombies, The Animals, The Doors, and The Rolling Stones expanded the
ole of the piano in rock music, experimenting with unconventional chord progressions, modal
harmonies, and studio effects.

“The Beatles, in particular, pushed the boundaries of rock piano with thei innovative approach
to songuriting and arrangement. Keyboards played a crucial role n shaping the band's sound,
songs like “A Day in the Life" and “Strawberry Fields Forever featured hauntingly keyboard
melodies and complex harmonies, adding depth and texture to the music.

Meanwhile, bands like The Rolling Stones and The Doors explored the darker, more
experimental side of rock piano. The Rolling Stones' keyboardists, lan Stewart and Nicky
Hopkins brought a bluesy, honky-tonk flair to the band's sound, adding depth and authentiity
0 theirthythm and blues-inspired songs. Tracks like "Let It Bieed” and *Sympathy for the Devi
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Introduction
Thank you for buying this book, ane of the over 150 music instructional books | have authore
1am very grateful that | am able to help music students/musicians develop their musical
abilties through these books.

With this book | have created 75 Rock piana/keyboard rifs nfluenced by popular rock songs in
‘many keys and tempos as shown in the index. Each of the 75 rifs has been recorded twice, the
first version has the piano part playing along with rhythm backing tracks and the second version
s a playlong track cycling through each chord progression 10 times, to practice with, offering a
total o over 4 hours of playalong music.

The MIDI files which are available separately (contact sales@adgoroductions com) and
with the correct software such as the free software “musescore” offers you the opportunity to:

1.Slow the tempo down to your skil level.

2. Change the key, allowing you the option of ransposing the patterns into keys other than the
wiitten key.

3. Use the loop function to practice difficult measures repeatedly.

4. Use these patterns for ear training exercises by slowing the tempo down and looping a
certain section repeatedly, try to play the correct notes using your ear rather than reading the

1 hope that you wil find this concept a great tool for helping you with your musical
development and I welcome any comments that you may have as you work through this book, |
can be reached at adgordon@adgproductions.com.

My suggestion is to first learn and then memorize each if that you are working on 5o that you
build up a vocabulary of musical phrases. It s vially important to memorize each if rather than
relying on the music. When you have memorized and mastered each rif, siowly develop your
‘own musical phrases by changing the order and rhythm of the notes .

History Of Rock Piano

The evolution of rock piano styles from the 19505 to the 1970s reflects a fascinating journey of
‘experimentation, innovation, and cross-pollination with various musical genes. During this
period, the piano played a signficant role in shapin the sound and character of rock music,
contributing to ts diversity and richness. From the boogie-woogie-infused rhythms of the 19505
to the virtuosic flourishes of the 19705, rock pianists brought their unigque flair and techniques
to the forefront of the genre.
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About the author: Andrew D. Gordon

Andrew D. Gordon is a multfaceted musician,
composer, educator, and author whose career spans
many decades and several continents. Born In
London, England, he began his musical journey at
the age of seven with twelve years of clasical piano
training. In 1975, he relocated to Los Angeles,
California, immersing himself In the vibrant
American music scene.
In 1991, Andrew founded A.DG. Productions, a
music educational publishing company and he has since released over 150 music instructional
books covering a wide array of instruments and genres. Notable titles include "100 Ultimate
Blues Riffs” "100 Ultimate Jazz Riffs" “The Blues Scale,” *100 Ultimate Soul, Funk and R&B.
‘Grooves” which have become essential resources for musicians worldwide.
Beyond his contributions as an author, Andrew is an accomplished
recording artist and performer. He has released over 20 albums,
showcasing his versatilty across genres such s blues, jazz, funk,
reggae, and Latin music. The albums are available to stream or
download on all the major music sites under the name Andrew D.
Gordon, His instrumental jazz band, The Super Groovers, has.
received international airplay, with albums lie *Supergroovin™ and
‘Mainline Connection” resonating with jazz enthusiasts globally.
Andrew's expertise extends to education, where he served as a music
professor at The Cornel School Of Contemporary Music at Shepherd
University i Los Angeles from 2009 to 2017. In his role, he imparted
his _extensive_knowledge through private piano_lessons, group
performance classes, and courses like the History of Rock and Roll
His_commitment to nurturing the next generation of musicians is
evident in his engaging and accessible teaching style.
Throughout his career, Andrew has collaborated with notable artsts,
including Gary Wright, Johnny "Guitar" Watson, Edwin Starr, and
— Mike Pinera. His compositions have been featured in various media,
LA s.ch s the television shows *General Hospital” and "Oceanquest,”
A underscoring his versatilty and appeal across different audiences.
Andrew's passion for music s matched by his dedication to education
and cultural enrichment. He Is a practicing Buddhist and considers his
mission to bring peace, culture, and education to the world through
hisar.
His innovative approach to music education and  performance
continues to inspire and Influence musicians and students around
the globe. Andrew can be reached for music lessons at
musiclessons@adgproductions com
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featured Hopkins soulful piano playing, complementing Mick Jagger's swaggering vocals and
Keith Richards' grtty guitar rifs.

similarly, The Doors' keyboardist, Ray Manzarek, played a central role in shaping the band's
signature sound. His hypnotic organ lines and swirling electric piano textures provided the
perfect backdrop for Jim Morrison's poeticlyrics and intense vocal delivery. Songs fike “Light My
Fire" and "Riders on the Storm? showcased Manzarek's virtuosic keyboard skils, pushing the
boundaries of rock music with their psychedelic, avant-garde soundscapes.

Progressive Rock Music
Meanwhile, in the world of progressive rock, bands ke Yes, Genesis, Gentle Giant and
Emerson, Lake & Palmer pushed the technical and creative fimits of the piano. Keyboard
virtuosos fike Rick Wakeman, Tony Banks, Kerry Minnear and Keith Emerson incorporated
elements of classical music, jazz fusion, and avant-garde experimentation into their playing.
producing elaborate keyboard solos and symphonic arrangements that redefined  the
possibilties of rock music. Their elaborate keyboard solos, intricate_counterpoint, and
‘symphonic arrangements elevated rock music to new heights of sophistication and comlexity,
inspiring generations of musicans to push the boundaries of what was possible with the
instrument.

1970s: The Rise of Singer-Songwriters
By the 19705, the piano had become an integral instrument n the singer-songwriter genre, with
artistslike Elton John and Bill Joel emerging as influential fgures. These arists combined pop.
sensibilty with classical virtuosity, creating a distinctive piano-driven sound that resonated with
audiences around the world.

Elton John, with his flamboyant stage presence and emotive songwriting, became one of the
most iconic figures of the decade. His piano-criven ballads, such as "Your Song,” "Rocket Man,
and "Tiny Dancer," showcased his melodic craftsmanship and pianistic skil, earning him
‘widespread acclaim and commercial success.

similarly, Bill Joels eclectic blend of rock, pop, and cassical ifluences made him a formidable
force in the singer-songwriter genre. Songs ke "Piano Man,” "New York State of Mind,” and
“Just the Way You Ave" highiighted his dynamic piano playing and insightfullyricism, cementing
his status as one of the greatest songwriters of his generation.

In conclusion, the rock piano styles of the 19505 to 19705 represent a dynamic and diverse
continuum of musicalinnovation and creativity. From the pounding rhythms of early rock and
roll to the sophisticated arrangements of progressive rock and the introspective balladry of
singer-songwriters, iano players left an ndelible mark on the evolution of rock music, shaping.
its sound and identityin profound ways

w
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Keys To Rock Piano Mastery
Classic Riffs Reimagined and Inspired by

Rock’s Keyboard Legends
by
Andrew D. Gordon

Attn: All customers
‘The audio mp3 files are available
to download for free at:
www.digitalsheetmusicdownloads.com/audio-files.html
Password: dsmdaf1953

isbn 978-1.958017-61-6

Published & Distributed exclusively by A.D.G. Productions
15517 Cordary Ave., Lawndale CA80260
http://www.adgproductions.com sales@adgproductions.com
copyright © 2025 A.D.G. Productions
No part of this book may be reproduced or transmitted in any form, electronic
‘or mechanical, without permission in writing from the copyright holder.
Printed in Canada
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Mike Garson
A special mention goes to Mike Garson who is my.
musical mentor and whom | studied with for &
years from 1980 to 1986 Mike Garson's piano
playing with David Bowie was nothing short of
groundbreaking and iconic. Garson's collaboration
with Bowie spanned several decades, beginning in
the early 19705 and continuing until Bowie's
passing in 2016, Throughout their partnership,
Garson's virtuosic and innovative piano playing
became an integral part of Bowie's sound,
contributing to the richness and depth of his music.

Garson's playing was characterized by its versatilty, blending elements of jaz, classica, avant-
garde, and rock Into a distinctive style that defied categorization. His technical proficiency and
improvisational skils allowed him to adapt to Bowie's ever-evolving musical vision, adding
layers of complexity and emotion to each song.

One of the most notable collaborations between Garson and Bowie was on the album "Aladdin
Sane,” released in 1973. Garson's piano work on the ttle track, "Aladdin Sane is particularly
memorable, featuring a frenetic and dissonant solo that perfectly complements Bowie's
theatrical vocals and Mick Ronson's blstering guitar.

Throughout Bowie's career, Garson remained a constant collaborator and creative force,
contributing to_albums like “Diamond Dogs," "Young Americans,” and “Outside.”
improvisational flair and willingness to push musical boundaries made him an invaluable asset
to Bowie's artistc vision, helping to shape some of the most iconic moments in rock music
history.

My story playing in rock and progressive rock bands in London UK. in the early to middle 1970's
often supporting bands at colleges and clubs such as the Marquee for bands such as Wishbone
Ash, Nazareth, Steamhammer, Peter Banks Flash ( Peter Banks was the original guitarist for
Yes), The Gary Moore Band.

Wealso spent time in various studios recording our original music | wish 1 stll had coples o the
recordings.
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