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                                                                                       RUBEN YGUA  Introduction 

There are many gaps in the history of the Military Brigade , due to the lack of more in-depth research, especially in the 19th century. This is because, in that period, the competencies of the military forces of that time, such as the National Guard and the Army, had not yet been defined. 

The Military Brigade officially considers its creation date to be November 18, 1837, under the denomination of Police Force. However, the Corporation has not always adopted this date, because in the beginning of the 20th century, for several times, the institution celebrated its anniversary referring the creation to October 15, 1892, when an act signed by the then acting President of the State of Rio Grande do Sul, Fernando Abbott, officially decreed the creation of the Military Brigade, using for the first time this specific name and, at the same time, extinguished the Civic Guard. 

So we can say that there are two important dates related to the creation of the Brigada: 1837 

and 1892. 

However, there is an almost complete lack of information regarding the evolution of the Brigade uniforms. I tried to fill this lack by consulting old photographs, and imagining the colors taking into account the tonality of the image, and comparing with uniforms of the same period in other countries, particularly France, which had a strong influence on military clothing in much of the world. 

With this work, we only intend to put one more humble grain of sand in the reconstruction of our state's past. Aware of the imperfections and deficiencies of the gathered material, we look forward to the appearance of young researchers and historians who can improve the study of the History of this Corporation that makes us all so proud. 





Ruben Ygua 
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                                                                                       RUBEN YGUA The study of the uniforms of the Military Brigade must necessarily begin in Portugal, in 1807, when the Bragança family was forced to take refuge in Brazil to escape Napoleon. 

January 22, 1808 - Maria I, her son Dom João and a large retinue arrive in Brazil. 

May 13, 1809 - Dom João creates the Military Division of the Guardia Real de Policia. The transformation of Brazil into a metropolis of the Portuguese empire deeply affected the colony, and the study of the history of the Military Brigade takes us back to a soldier who at the time enjoyed the confidence of the Portuguese king: Antonio Elzeário de Miranda e Britto. 

Antonio Elzeário de Miranda e Britto (Lisbon, 1786 - Rio de Janeiro, October 22, 1858) came to Brazil with the royal family in 1808. In 1817, he fought the Pernambuco Revolution under General Luís do Rego Brandão for 10 months, returning to Rio de Janeiro the same year. In 1822 he was in charge of building the road between Rio de Janeiro and São Paulo, in addition to fortifying part of the coast. In 1826 he was transferred to Rio Grande do Sul, where he took part in the Cisplatine War and the Battle of Ituzaingó. He returned to Rio de Janeiro in 1828, as a colonel, and the following year was named governor of Maranhão and Knight of the Imperial Order of São Bento de Avis. He remained in office from May 3, 1829 until May 1831, where he was promoted to brigadier. 

1836 - Rio Grande do Sul was immersed in the Farroupilha Revolution, when Antonio Elzeário de Miranda e Britto was nominated president of the Province of Rio Grande do Sul, and embarked in Rio de Janeiro, to take office, at the head of an infantry and cavalry force. Upon arriving in Rio Grande, he was urged by the population not to accept the position and let José de Araújo Ribeiro remain in office. Elzeário did not accept and undertook the march. 

July 11, 1836 - Miranda was sworn in as President of the Province, but remained in office for only a few days. 

July 24 - Miranda leaves the government of the Province, when he was informed that the king decided to appoint him to Santa Catarina. However, he will return to the court in Rio de Janeiro, to take over as president of the Board of Public Works. 

November 3, 1837- Miranda is named once again as president of the province of Rio Grande do Sul, and also commander of all the forces of the empire for the operations against the farrapos rebels. 

November 18, 1837- The president of the Province of São Pedro do Rio Grande do Sul, Antonio Elzeário de Miranda e Britto, promulgates Provincial Law no. 7, creating the Province Police Force, composed of 19 officers and 344 squares, with the mission to assist in justice, maintain order and public safety in the capital, suburbs and districts. 

In 1838 Miranda resisted the Farrapo siege in Porto Alegre and managed to retake Rio Pardo. 

However, two months later he could not prevent the fall of Rio Pardo and a new siege of the capital. 
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January 2, 1839 - Miranda launched an offensive against the farrapos but was defeated by Bento Manuel Ribeiro at Caí River. 

June 12, 1839 - With his force decimated, Elzeário was in no condition to continue the fight and the court, disgusted with the results and fearing that the troops could join the rebels, ordered his resignation. 

May 5th, 1841 - the Regulation of the Police Corps 

comes into force. 


June, 1841 - Nomination of the first police officers of the province. 

July 14th, 1841 - The Police Corps begins its activities, under the command of the Army lieutenant-colonel 

Quintiliano José de Moura, chief of police in Porto Alegre (many Army officers were in the General Command of the 

Institution: Lieutenant Colonel Sebastião Barreto Pereira 

Pinto (1847 to 1849), Lieutenant Colonel Antônio 

Jacintho da Costa Freire (1850), Major João Luiz de Abreu 

e Silva (1851 to 1857), Lieutenant Colonel José Antônio 

da Silva Lopes (1858 to 1864). 

Sebastião Barreto Pereira Pinto 


THE PARAGUAYAN WAR  

OS VOLUNTÁRIOS DA PÁTRIA (VOLUNTEERS OF THE FATHERLAND) November 1864- Political crisis in Uruguay. With the objective of overthrowing the president of the Partido Blanco and replacing him with the leader of the Colorados, Frutuoso Rivera, Brazilian forces invade Uruguay. 

January 1865- Paraguayan President Solano López, who supported the Uruguayan Blancos, broke off relations with Brazil, prohibited Brazilian navigation on the Paraguay River, and invaded the province of Mato Grosso and two Argentine provinces. The Paraguayan army had about 70,000 men, while the Brazilian army did not reach 18,000 soldiers and Argentina had a force of approximately 6,000 men. 


May, 1865 - Brazil begins recruiting all citizens older than eighteen, and younger than fifty. 

The Triple Alliance is signed between Brazil, Argentina, and Uruguay, with military and financial support from England. 
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Troops that participated in the Paraguayan War (1864-1870) One Argentine Marine, one Uruguayan Cavalryman, three Paraguayan soldiers, and five Brazilians: one Marine, one soldier and one officer from the Florida Battalion, and one officer and one soldier from the Fatherland Volunteers. 


In July 1865 - 60 soldiers from the Police Corps joined the 33rd Corps of Homeland Volunteers that was being organized in Porto Alegre, under the command of General Luiz Manoel de Lima e Silva. However, according to Ribeiro, in December of that year, "the squares that were serving in it" were excluded. The author states that "in the same month, three officers and 40 squares were sent to Colonel Augusto Frederico Pacheco, to be part of the Emperor's Piquet" that, under the command of Captain Francisco Antônio de Morais, should escort Dom Pedro II and his delegation to the city of Uruguaiana, invaded by a division of the Paraguayan army. One week after Dom Pedro II's arrival in 

Uruguaiana, the Paraguayan army surrendered. 


Converted into the 9th Battalion of Homeland Volunteers, 

the Corps marched to the theater of operations, integrating the 1st Corps of the Brazilian Army, commanded by 

Marshal Luís Alves de Lima e Silva. Later on, it received the denomination of 39th Corps of Homeland Volunteers. 


During the War, the Corps participated in the battles of 

Tuiuti and Avaí, besides the actions in Estero Belaco, Passo da Patria, Tuiu-Cuê, Humaitá, Suruí, Angostura and Lomas 

Valentina, decisive for the defeat of Paraguay. 

It returned to Brazil, at the end of May 1870, when it was festively received and handed over the flag used by the 

Volunteer Corps of the Fatherland in the Metropolitan 

Cathedral of Porto Alegre. 

Corporal of the Voluntários da Patria.  
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There were in the General Command of the Police Corps: Major of the National Guard José de Oliveira Bueno (1865), Major José Maria de Alecastro (1866), and Honorary Colonel of the Army José de Oliveira Bueno (1869). 

April 26, 1873- Provincial Law nº 874, the Police Corps is extinguished giving way to the Police Force, with the same military characteristics of the previous institution, organized with a mobile section in the Capital, headquarters of the General Command, and fixed sections in the interior of the Province. 


 In 1874 - A Police Force is sent to the place known as Padre Eterno (Sapiranga), with the objective of 

supporting the campaign against the religious sect of the 

Mucker (which means false saint in Portuguese), guided 

by the couple Jacobina Mentz Maurer and João Jorge 

Maurer. 


It all started after German immigrants settled in the 

Padre Eterno colony were dissatisfied with the 

precarious conditions of medical assistance and 

education in the region. These settlers were led by 

Jacobina and João Jorge Maurer.  At the time, the 

residents believed that Jacobina had the gift of 

diagnosing illnesses and curing the sick with the use of 

plants and teas. Thus, the couple's residence became a 

place of healing and worship, where Jacobina, claiming to 

be a reincarnation of Jesus Christ, gathered hundreds of 

people with the objective of evangelizing them.  Because 

of this, and worried about the influence she had over the 

residents, military troops began to fight her activities. The Muckers April 21 - José Maurício de Oliveira assumes general command of the Police Force. 

June 28, 1874- 100 soldiers, including men from the Police Corps, under the command of Colonel Genuíno Sampaio, surround the Mucker redoubt. But they suffer a heavy defeat.  With no strategy and no training, the military troops lose 39 men, against six of the Mucker. 

July 18 - The troops launch a second attack, with a more reinforced contingent, resulting in the death of some Mucker and Colonel Sampaio, and the escape of Jacobina. 

July 21 - Another attack, the Mucker suffers severe losses and desperately resist in a reduced redoubt. 

August 2, 1874 - Led by Carlos Luppa (ex-Mucker), the soldiers invade the Mucker redoubt and kill Jacobina and his 16 followers. 

November 19, 1874 - Colonel José Antônio da Silva Lopes takes command of the Police Force. 

October 24, 1875 - Lieutenant Colonel of the National Guard Joaquim Rodrigues da Silva is the new commander of the Police Force. 
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January 1877 - Honorary Army Major Antonio de Lima Bueno is the new commander of the Police Force. 

February 20, 1878 - Retired Colonel João Daniel Damaso dos Reis is appointed commander of the Police Force. 

August 2, 1880 - Major José Joaquim de Andrade Neves is the new commander of the Police Force. 

1883 - Lieutenant Colonel Luiz Ennes Bandeira is the commander of the Police Force. 

September 24, 1885 - Captain Antônio Lino de Figueiredo Moreira takes command of the Police Force. 

August 31, 1886 - Retired Major Francisco Rio-Pardense de Macedo is the new commander of the Police Force. 

After the proclamation of the Republic, in 1889, the first Constitution of Republican Brazil was promulgated, which 

established the main characteristics of the contemporary Brazilian state with the presidential and federative model, direct voting, separation between State and Church, independence between the three powers (Executive, Legislative and Judiciary), and the end of the Moderator Power. The Constitution granted autonomy to the states to draft their own constitutions and established that state governments should adopt measures to maintain public order and safety, authorizing the organization of civic guards.  Officer - 1890                                                            


December 26, 1889 - The Police Force was renamed the State Civic Guard.  Major Thomaz Thompson Flores is its commander. 

March 1890 - Captain Cypriano da Costa Ferreira is appointed commander of the Civic Guard. 

July 14, 1891 - Promulgation of the new Constitution.  In Rio Grande do Sul, the Constitution, based on Auguste
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