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This book is dedicated to the people of Africa, past and present, whose faithfulness, courage, and perseverance have shaped God’s redemptive plan throughout history. From the earliest biblical figures to contemporary believers, your lives testify to God’s enduring work and inspire generations to come.

We also dedicate this work to the storytellers, elders, and church leaders who preserve and share the rich cultural and spiritual heritage of the continent. Your commitment to passing down wisdom, values, and faith ensures that Africa’s legacy remains vibrant and transformative in the hearts of those who follow Christ.

Finally, this book is dedicated to every reader who seeks to understand and embrace Africa’s place in God’s story. May it deepen your appreciation of heritage, strengthen your faith, and encourage you to live faithfully, sharing the gospel with love, courage, and joy in every context.

Purpose of the book

From the earliest pages of Scripture, Africa is not an afterthought in God’s story—it is part of the stage where His plan unfolds. The rivers that flowed from Eden reached toward the land of Cush (Genesis 2:13), and Egypt became a place of both refuge and testing for God’s people. Joseph’s rise to power in Egypt preserved not only his family but the lineage through which the Messiah would come (Genesis 45:7). These moments remind us that Africa has always been woven into the narrative of salvation, not as a footnote, but as a place of divine encounter, refuge, and purpose.

When Jesus Himself entered the world, Africa again became part of His earthly journey. As a child, He found safety in Egypt when King Herod sought to destroy Him (Matthew 2:13-15). This flight was not merely an act of survival—it was a divine alignment with prophecy, showing that God had prepared the African continent to shelter the Savior of the world. Even the cross would bear African fingerprints, as Simon of Cyrene, a man from North Africa, carried the beam on which Christ would redeem humanity (Luke 23:26). These connections are more than historical curiosities; they are a testimony of Africa’s active participation in God’s redemptive plan.

The purpose of this book is to help us see these threads clearly, to awaken an awareness that Africa’s place in Scripture is rich and meaningful. This awareness strengthens faith, especially for African believers who may have been taught that the Gospel came as a foreign message rather than as part of their heritage in God’s eternal design. By tracing Africa’s presence from Genesis to the life of Christ, we affirm that God’s love has always been global, His plan always inclusive, and His heart always mindful of the continent’s people and destiny.

In bringing this story to life, the book invites readers to reclaim a truth that restores dignity, builds identity, and inspires mission. It reminds us that Africa is not merely a recipient of the Gospel but a participant in its unfolding—then, now, and until Christ returns. As we see our place in God’s plan, we are empowered to live faithfully, share boldly, and walk confidently in the knowledge that the same God who wrote Africa into the Bible’s earliest chapters is still writing His purposes into the heart of the continent today.

Africa’s biblical significance

One of the most striking historical moments showing Africa’s biblical significance is the story of the Ethiopian eunuch in Acts 8:26-39. This man was not a passive bystander in the pages of Scripture—he was a royal official, trusted with the treasury of the queen of Ethiopia, and a devout worshiper who had travelled all the way to Jerusalem. His journey shows us that the hunger for God’s truth was already alive and strong on African soil. Sitting in his chariot on the road back home, reading from the prophet Isaiah, he carried in his heart both a question and a longing: Who is this Servant of the Lord who suffers for others?

God, in His perfect timing, sent Philip to meet him. The Spirit orchestrated this encounter, guiding Philip to explain the Good News of Jesus starting from that very scripture (Isaiah 53). The Ethiopian eunuch’s heart opened to the message, and as soon as they came upon water, he asked, “What can stand in the way of my being baptized?” (Acts 8:36). His immediate response to the Gospel was not hesitant or partial—it was wholehearted, decisive, and joyful. This moment not only transformed him but likely carried the message of Christ into the heart of Ethiopia, planting seeds that would bear fruit for generations.

This account reminds us that Africa was among the earliest recipients of the Gospel, not centuries later as some might believe, but within the very first wave of Christian witness. The Ethiopian eunuch became a bridge between the message of Jesus and the African continent, embodying the truth that the Gospel is not bound by geography or culture. In a way, his story is Africa’s story—a testimony of readiness, of open hearts prepared by God long before missionaries arrived in modern history.

By reflecting on this encounter, we see Africa’s place not as the periphery of God’s plan but right at its centre. The Spirit of God chose an African official as one of the first fruits of the church’s mission beyond Jerusalem. His faith journey tells every African believer today: “You were here from the beginning. The Gospel’s story is also your story.” This truth brings dignity, restores identity, and fuels the conviction that Africa’s role in God’s kingdom is not an accident but a calling woven into history by the hand of God Himself.

Understanding heritage, deepening faith, and appreciating Africa’s place in salvation history

Readers of this book will discover that their faith journey is deeply connected to a rich spiritual heritage that has been part of God’s plan from the very beginning. By uncovering Africa’s role in biblical history, they will see themselves not as outsiders to the Gospel, but as part of a divine narrative that stretches from the Old Testament to the life and ministry of Christ. This understanding can transform the way believers view their identity, replacing feelings of marginalization with a deep sense of belonging in God’s family.

As the pages unfold, readers will be invited to deepen their faith by seeing how God’s hand has moved through African peoples, lands, and cultures over centuries. The examples and stories will reveal that the same God who called Moses, who sent Philip to the Ethiopian eunuch (Acts 8:26-40), and who sheltered Jesus in Egypt is the God who calls and equips His people today. This connection between the past and present will not only strengthen trust in God’s promises but also inspire believers to live with greater courage and conviction.

Another benefit lies in the renewed appreciation of Africa’s place in salvation history. Too often, Christian teaching has been presented as something brought to Africa from outside, rather than something deeply rooted within the continent’s own biblical involvement. By learning that Africa was present in the story of redemption from the very beginning, readers will gain a new perspective on the dignity and value God has always placed on the continent and its people. This truth can spark a deeper love for Scripture, as readers recognize themselves in its pages.

Ultimately, the book offers more than knowledge—it offers a fresh vision of identity and purpose. By understanding their heritage, readers will be equipped to live their faith with renewed confidence, to pass on this legacy to the next generation, and to embrace their God-given role in the unfolding mission of the Church. The journey through these pages will remind them that they are part of a story far greater than themselves, a story in which Africa has always had a seat at the table of God’s redemptive plan.
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Cush and the African Nations in Scripture
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The story of Africa in the Bible begins long before the birth of Christ and stretches across the pages of Scripture like a thread woven into God’s redemptive plan. Among the earliest names that stand out is Cush, a name that appears in Genesis 10 in the Table of Nations. Cush was a descendant of Ham, the son of Noah, and his lineage became associated with territories in Africa, particularly in the region south of Egypt—what many would identify today with parts of Sudan and Ethiopia. This means that from the very first record of humanity’s dispersion after the flood, African nations were not only present but named and remembered in God’s Word.

Cush and the other African nations mentioned in the Bible were not distant spectators to God’s work; they were part of the stage on which His story unfolded. Egypt sheltered Abraham when famine struck Canaan (Genesis 12:10), and centuries later, it became the place of refuge for the infant Jesus and His family (Matthew 2:13–15). Ethiopia is spoken of with honour in passages like Psalm 68:31, which declares, “Princes shall come out of Egypt; Ethiopia shall soon stretch out her hands unto God.” These moments remind us that Africa is not merely a background location in the biblical narrative—it is a participant, a place of refuge, and a symbol of God’s far-reaching kingdom.

When we trace the presence of Cush and its related nations through the prophets, we see them as recipients of God’s promises and invitations. Isaiah 18 speaks directly to the people of Cush, and Zephaniah 3:10 envisions worshipers from beyond the rivers of Cush bringing offerings to the Lord. Such verses lift Africa from the margins of the biblical imagination and place it firmly within God’s vision for the nations. These are not passing mentions; they are prophetic affirmations that the African continent has always been in God’s heart.

This chapter begins our journey by uncovering the deep biblical roots of Africa’s story, starting with Cush and the African nations as they appear in Scripture. By understanding these ancient connections, we begin to see that Africa’s place in God’s plan is neither new nor accidental—it is as old as the covenant promises themselves. And as we walk through these histories and prophecies, we will see not only the presence of Africa in the past but also the hope it carries for the future, as part of the great multitude from every nation, tribe, and tongue who will worship before the throne of God (Revelation 7:9).

1. Definition and location of Cush.

When we first meet the name Cush in the Bible, it's more than just a place; it's a person. In Genesis 10:6, we see him as a son of Ham, a patriarch whose family line would become a people and a land. The very name evokes a sense of ancient history, suggesting a vibrant civilization that was as real to the biblical authors as our own cities are to us. It was as if Cush was both a family and a homeland, their identity and geography forever intertwined. For the ancient Israelites, Cush was a known entity, not a distant, mythical land.

In the ancient world, Cush was a powerful and respected kingdom. Egyptian records refer to it as Kush, a vast territory along the Nile, encompassing parts of modern-day Sudan and southern Egypt. This wasn’t a small village or obscure tribe but a major African civilization known for its wealth, skilled traders, and fierce warriors. When the prophet Isaiah spoke of "the land of whirring wings beyond the rivers of Cush" in Isaiah 18:1, he was making a real geographic reference. The rivers of Cush were vital lifelines, carrying commerce and culture. For Israel, Cush was a neighbour—sometimes distant, sometimes close—but always a significant presence.

What makes the story of Cush so profound is that the Bible never treats this African kingdom as an afterthought. From the earliest genealogies to the prophetic visions, Cush is spoken of with respect. Psalm 68:31 carries one of the most beautiful promises in all of Scripture: "Princes shall come out of Egypt; Ethiopia [Cush] shall soon stretch out her hands unto God." This verse tells us that God's vision of redemption was never limited to one group of people or one continent. Africa's name was written into His divine plan from the very beginning, with Cush serving as its enduring representative in the biblical narrative.

When we look deeper into the biblical record, Cush appears again and again, like a thread woven through the tapestry of God’s story. In Genesis 2:13, even before we meet the descendants of Noah, we hear about “the name of the second river is the Gihon; it is the one which flows around the whole land of Cush.” This was in the context of the Garden of Eden narrative — meaning that the biblical imagination placed Cush within the geography of the world’s earliest days. Whether this is poetic or historical geography, it signals that Cush was never peripheral. It was there from the beginning of the human story, near the life-giving rivers. This is why, in the minds of the ancient hearers of the Word, Cush was not some faraway mystery. It was already stitched into the map of the earth and the map of God’s plan.

Over time, Cush became known for its unique position between the world of the Nile and the heart of sub-Saharan Africa. Traders carried goods along the river routes — ivory, gold, ebony, incense, and exotic animals. The Egyptians valued the resources of Cush so highly that they sometimes called it “Ta-Seti,” the Land of the Bow, because of the skill of Cushite archers. This is reflected in passages like 2 Chronicles 14:9-15, where King Asa faced “Zerah the Cushite” who came with an army of a million men. This was not a minor skirmish; it was the movement of a vast and powerful people. Asa’s victory was remembered not only as a military achievement but as a testimony of the Lord’s deliverance, for Asa prayed, “O Lord, there is none besides You to help the powerless against the mighty” (v. 11). The fact that a Cushite leader commanded such a formidable force shows the strength and influence of Cush during that era.

The prophets also spoke of Cush with a mixture of awe and divine purpose. Isaiah 20 records a strange prophetic sign where the prophet walked stripped and barefoot as a symbol of the coming judgment on Egypt and Cush. This shows that Cush was not only known to Israel but politically aligned at times with Egypt, powerful enough to be named alongside such a dominant empire. Yet Isaiah’s later words in Isaiah 45:14 paint a hopeful picture: “The products of Egypt and the merchandise of Cush... will come over to you and will be yours; they will walk behind you, they will come over in chains, and they will bow down to you.” While this might sound like political subjugation, in the prophetic language it often meant that these nations would acknowledge the God of Israel. In other words, Cush had a destiny — not just to be a political power, but to be drawn into worship of the one true God.

To truly appreciate where Cush was located, we must understand how the ancient world thought about directions. When we say “south” today, we imagine looking at a map with north at the top. But in ancient Israel, directions were often described in relation to the rising and setting of the sun and to major landmarks like the sea or the desert. Cush was “south” in their thinking — down the Nile, beyond Egypt’s first cataracts. For some biblical authors, “Cush” could also refer more broadly to lands inhabited by dark-skinned peoples along the Red Sea and beyond, into Arabia and East Africa. This is why Habakkuk 3:7 can mention “the tents of Cushan in affliction” — possibly another branch of Cushite people — alongside Midian. Cush was not just a pinpoint on a map; it was a network of peoples connected by heritage and geography.

One of the most beautiful human moments in Scripture involving Cush comes in the story of Ebed-Melech in Jeremiah 38. He was a Cushite, serving in the court of King Zedekiah during the final days before Jerusalem’s fall to Babylon. When Jeremiah was thrown into a muddy cistern to die, Ebed-Melech risked his life to plead with the king and rescue the prophet. God noticed. In Jeremiah 39:15-18, the Lord sent a personal message to Ebed-Melech, promising to save his life because he had trusted in Him. This single act shows that Cushites were not just distant figures in prophecy or enemies in battle — they were faithful individuals who loved and served the Lord. Ebed-Melech’s courage and compassion have outlived empires. They remind us that the story of Cush is not only about kingdoms and locations, but about real people who knew God.

By the time we reach the New Testament, Cush is still part of the biblical horizon. In Acts 8, we meet the Ethiopian eunuch — a high official in the court of Candace, queen of the Ethiopians. This Ethiopia was the Cushite kingdom, known to the Greeks and Romans. Here was a man of influence, in charge of all the treasury, who had travelled to Jerusalem to worship. He was returning home, reading from Isaiah, when Philip was led by the Spirit to explain the good news of Jesus to him. When he believed, they stopped by some water, and he was baptized right there on the road. This moment is powerful because it shows Cush not as a mission field in the future tense, but as a nation already sending seekers to the heart of God’s story. In a sense, the gospel began to flow into Africa through this encounter, and it began with a man from Cush.

From a geographical point of view, locating Cush helps us see the bigger picture of God’s inclusive plan. This was not a forgotten corner of the world but a place strategically connected to trade routes, political alliances, and spiritual movements. Cush’s position on the Nile and its proximity to the Red Sea meant that it was a crossroads between continents. Goods and ideas moved through its cities, and so did the knowledge of God. Zephaniah 3:10 even pictures a time when “from beyond the rivers of Cush, My worshipers, the





























d2d_images/chapter_title_above.png





d2d_images/chapter_title_corner_decoration_left.png





d2d_images/cover.jpg
FROM CUSH
TO CHRIST

AFRICA’S ROLE IN GOD’S
REDEMPTIVE PLAN

ELIMON NYAMAMBI





d2d_images/chapter_title_corner_decoration_right.png





d2d_images/chapter_title_below.png





