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ALPHA 7 PROTAGONISTS.

Classified Briefing Document – Joint Intelligence Directive MI6/ DGSE, Date of Issue: April 2014, Subject: Formation of Task Force Alpha 7. Following the unlawful annexation of Crimea by the Russian Federation in March 2014, Western intelligence agencies observed a sharp escalation in covert operations targeting critical infrastructure, diplomatic networks and economic interests across Europe, Africa and the Middle East. These operations, executed by non-attributable agents and proxies, marked a shift towards hybrid warfare blending cyber sabotage, disinformation and clandestine paramilitary actions. In response, the United Kingdom’s Secret Intelligence Service (MI6) and France’s Directorate General for External Security (DGSE) initiated a joint task force under a classified bilateral agreement. The unit would operate autonomously, outside conventional NATO command structures, with a mandate to counter Russian clandestine activities worldwide. Task Force Alpha 7 was established not only as a tactical counter-intelligence unit, but as the operational spearhead of a covert European Defence Pact designed to shield the continent from hostile state actors including Russia, China, North Korea and Iran. This pact is reinforced by a dual deterrence strategy: a nuclear umbrella provided by the United Kingdom and France, and a classified Laser Defence Shield capable of intercepting ballistic threats, rogue missile launches and satellite-based sabotage. Alpha 7’s mission is to ensure the integrity of this shield, prevent infiltration of its command systems and neutralise threats before they escalate into open conflict. Agents of Alpha 7 are deployed across energy corridors, cyber-vulnerable zones and diplomatic flashpoints. Their missions span regions such as North Africa, the Caspian Basin, the Baltic States, Southeast Asia, Syria, Ukraine and Sahel. Each operative is selected for elite proficiency in psychological warfare, cyber infiltration, linguistics and deep-cover espionage, and chosen for ideological resilience and operational discretion.

Damian Carter is a brilliant MI6 officer with expertise in classical languages, archaeology and international relations. Educated at Cambridge and Oxford, he frequently assumes the alias of director of Griffin Arts Group, an import-export firm specialising in antiquities. Emmy Carter is an art historian with experience at the Metropolitan Museum of Art and Christie’s Paris, specialising in provenance and cultural investigations. Eleanor Blake is a cryptography specialist whose codebreaking expertise is vital to Alpha 7’s secure communications. Victoria “Vicky” Langley is an investigative journalist with deep political and intelligence connections, formerly with the Financial Times and MI5. Julien Moreau, supervisor of Alpha 7, trained at École Polytechnique and is an expert in covert operations, cybersecurity and geopolitical strategy. Oliver Grant is a charismatic undercover operative with exceptional disguise and infiltration skills, trained at Scotland Yard. Sebastian “Seb” Turner is a former Special Air Service commando specialising in explosives and high-risk operations across the Middle East and Eastern Europe. Isabelle Lefevre is a cybersecurity and financial-systems expert with experience at Goldman Sachs, DGSI and Euronext Paris. Etienne Dubois is a surveillance specialist with a background in the BRB, skilled in tracking individuals, vehicles and buildings. Claire Fontaine is an art expert specialising in medieval and Renaissance works, formerly a curator at the Louvre. Lucien Martin is a scientist with a career spanning defence research and CERN, contributing to advanced European technologies. Clovis, Director of the DGSE, is a strategic mastermind with deep experience in military strategy and cyber intelligence.

ALPHA 7 HEADQUARTERS, PARIS.

Located behind a historic townhouse façade in the 8th arrondissement, the Alpha 7 headquarters contains a concealed, state-of-the-art command centre accessed through a hidden door in the library. The building includes an art gallery and antiquities import-export firm as cover identities. Security systems include biometric scanners, encrypted communications, AI-monitored perimeters and quantum-encrypted channels. Underground tunnels provide discreet mobility and emergency evacuation routes. Motto: In profundo veritas.

ECLIPSE ANTAGONISTS.

The Eclipse Consortium, founded in 2009, operates across Europe, the Middle East and Central Asia. Its primary activities include strategic destabilisation, resource control, cyber manipulation, covert influence operations and black-budget weapons development. Its command structure is cell-based, compartmentalised and fully deniable. Victor Orlov, founder and mastermind, was born into an elite Moscow family and educated in economics and geopolitics. Rising through Russian intelligence, he conducted economic sabotage and cyber operations. A strategist driven by power, he uses chaos as a tool and manipulation as an art. Oleg Kaperski, former Spetsnaz officer and operative for the KGB and FSB, is an expert in tactical coordination, arms trafficking, sabotage, extortion and assassination. Professor Wolf Schneider, born in East Germany in 1985 and smuggled to Russia under a Stasi-arranged identity, was absorbed into Soviet missile research and later became a leading weapons scientist in classified programmes. Anastasia Petrova, head of infiltration and psychological operations, has extensive GRU, KGB and FSB experience. A master of deception and interrogation, she is the strategic partner and wife of Victor Orlov.

ECLIPSE HEADQUARTERS AND INFRASTRUCTURE.

The primary headquarters is hidden beneath a former palace in St Petersburg, serving as the strategic hub for global operations. Secondary command centres include an enormous underground complex in Artyom, Russia, a bunker in Belgrade supporting cyber operations and arms trading, and The Red Star in Nice, a Russian casino used for money laundering and covert negotiations. The Consortium employs cyber attacks, economic manipulation, infiltration and military actions. It operates weapons factories producing tanks, aircraft, satellites, ballistic missiles and laser weapons, and controls gold mines, diamonds and rare-earth materials.

VATICAN INTELLIGENCE & DIPLOMATIC NETWORK.

Cardinal Ettore Davini, later elected Pope Davini I, plays a central diplomatic role. Cardinal Armand Leblanc is head of the Vatican secret service. Cardinal Michele is the most influential Jesuit Cardinal in Rome. Conte, an officer of the Swiss Guard, provides operational support.

PROLOGUE MISSION THE LITHIUM COMPLOT: 

In the remote north-west of Canada, where the wind carves knives through the snow and the mountains swallow all traces of civilisation, a secretive industrial complex processes, splits, and recombines lithium for classified military applications. At dawn, a small convoy departs the facility, carrying five narrow cylinders of T-Gas—an experimental compound so volatile that only a handful of Western scientists know of its existence.

The convoy never reaches its destination.

As the vehicles enter a narrow tunnel carved through the ice, a cloud of nerve agent descends with surgical precision. Within seconds, the escorting soldiers collapse. Out of the swirling vapour emerge masked commandos of the Eclipse Consortium, moving with the cold efficiency of men who have rehearsed this operation a hundred times. They take only one cylinder—just one—and leave the others untouched. Moments later, they vanish across the frozen plateau on sled dogs, racing towards a hidden bay where a compact submarine waits beneath the ice. Within minutes, the vessel slips beneath the surface and sets course for Artyom, near Vladivostok.

Thousands of kilometres away, Professor Wolf Schneider receives the encrypted confirmation on his secure phone. He exhales, relieved rather than triumphant, and sets the device aside. His gaze drifts to the prototype H-bomb resting on the workbench before him, its casing open like the ribcage of some mechanical beast. “Good,” he thinks. “Everything is on schedule. One final adjustment... then Italy.”

At the same hour, far to the south, the Mediterranean heaves under the weight of a Russian oil tanker belonging to the shadow fleet. Officially, it is transporting crude. Unofficially, it drifts deliberately across the path of a critical French undersea internet cable. The rupture is instantaneous. Across Europe, digital systems falter, communications stutter, and governments scramble to understand whether this is an accident—or the opening move of something far darker.

In Paris, a nuclear physicist sits alone on a park bench, reading a newspaper with the calm of a man who knows he is being followed. When he rises, he leaves the paper behind. His pursuer retrieves it, only to realise too late that the message hidden within its folds is not meant for him. It is meant for those who will come after.

Within the concealed headquarters of Alpha 7, alarms begin to sound. Five cylinders were transported. Only one was taken. Why that one? Who knew the route? And what, precisely, does Eclipse intend to do with a substance that should not exist outside the deepest vaults of Western research?

The questions multiply as reports of hybrid attacks spread across the continent. Something is unfolding—coordinated, deliberate, and global. From the frozen silence of Canada to the fractured networks of Europe, from the shadows of Paris to the restless waters of the Mediterranean, the pattern becomes impossible to ignore.

All threads point towards a single destination.

Naples.

Above and below the city, in its volcanic chambers and labyrinthine tunnels, a plan decades in the making is about to reach its final stage. Alpha 7 is deployed, racing to prevent a catastrophe that could reshape the balance of power across the world.

The mission has begun.
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The sky above the Canadian northwest was a depthless void, a blackness so complete it seemed to swallow the world whole. The cold was a presence rather than a temperature, a silent pressure that seeped into bone and breath alike. No moon broke the darkness. No stars offered guidance. Only the faint shimmer of ice stretched across the frozen inlet, fractured in places where the sea beneath still moved with slow, ancient force. Through one of those fractures, a dark shape rose with deliberate precision. The submarine surfaced without lights, without radio chatter, without any sign that it belonged to a nation or a fleet. Its hull pushed aside the ice with a muted groan, then settled into stillness. A hatch opened. Vapour curled into the night. Six men climbed out, their white winter gear blending seamlessly with the snow. They moved with the quiet assurance of those who had rehearsed every step long before setting foot on this frozen stage. No insignia marked their clothing. No names were spoken. Their silence was absolute. At their head stood Oleg Kaperski. His face was half hidden beneath a thermal hood, but his eyes were exposed to the cold, sharp and unblinking as they swept across the landscape. He had studied this terrain for weeks, memorised every ridge and hollow, every treacherous patch of thin ice. Nothing about this operation was improvised. Inflatable boats were lowered into the water. The men boarded without hesitation, rifles secured, breath rising in faint plumes that vanished almost instantly. The electric motors hummed softly, swallowed by the wind as the boats slipped into a narrow channel between jagged slabs of ice. The submarine sank back beneath the surface, leaving no trace of its presence. The boats moved swiftly through the darkness, weaving between ice floes that loomed like silent sentinels. The men kept their heads low, their movements economical, their focus absolute. After several minutes they reached a secluded inlet beneath overhanging cliffs. The boats were dragged ashore and concealed beneath a camouflage net. Waiting for them were sleds, skis and a team of huskies, their breath steaming in the frigid air. The dogs stood alert, their eyes reflecting the faint starlight, as though they too understood the gravity of the mission. The men strapped on their skis, checked their equipment and secured their masks. Oleg raised his hand, issuing silent commands. The column moved out across the snow, skis whispering over the frozen crust, the dogs pulling the sleds with tireless strength. The landscape was vast and indifferent, an endless white desert broken only by the dark silhouettes of distant mountains. The wind shifted, carrying with it the faint scent of ice and stone. Oleg adjusted his course by a fraction, guiding the team along a route he had memorised down to the last contour. After nearly an hour they reached the ambush site: a narrow tunnel carved through a ridge of black volcanic rock, the only passable route for kilometres. Frost clung to the
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