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  This book is for my dear friend, Robert Bradley Jr.








  
  From the back cover




The Waiting Room

We are like rain

Suspended in the clouds

Waiting for the moment together

To fall back to earth

Some of us fall slower or faster

Or are carried by gusts

Others make big impacts

And there are those

Of a gentler nature

Like a drizzle or a mist

From heaven we gestate

Coalesce

Become a vapor to form

Homogeneous drops

We fly

We fall

With the wind, lightning

And thunder

Like rain

(completed while sitting in a VA waiting room on Thursday, September 4th, 2025)
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  Epigraph


We call it sadness

But I find joy and grief

Run together

When nothing lasts forever

We apprehend the miracle of life 

Everything has an end

(10/20/2025)

Infinite sadness mingles with beauty here. Like the world.

(10/20/2025)








  
  Beyond Apocalypse Newsletter


If you enjoy apocalyptic horror, thrillers, and science fiction tales, you will love Stephen Alexander North’s prose fiction and his poetry. Join his newsletter to get the latest news, updates on book releases, free stuff, and more.  
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  On Location


There’s a so-called highway nearby

Full of vehicles but moving fast

Approaching reckless speeds

Engine roars

White headlight beams

Red glow of brakes being depressed

Grey sky and drizzling rain

Palm trees and interstate lamp poles

Reflected on the wet asphalt road

Details that I never cared to notice before tonight

Guess I’m exploring my work environment 

And it’s limited scope

A constant pattering is evident in the puddles

Nothing dramatic going on

With two and a half hours to go

Before I head home

A poncho or umbrella would be nice

But it’s only rain

Maybe it’ll wash away some of the layered 

Sweat and grime

To say nothing of the ripe, rich stench

Of me

My clothes are soaked

Drunk you might say

Like me

Keeps me warm

That last guy in the Audi

Gave me a twenty 

And a mostly full bottle of whiskey

It’s hitting me hard

Harder than I wanted

I try to stretch things out

And someone might have seen me

Chugging away

At the side of the highway

Not far from the chain-link fence

And the hole I found

And crawled through 

I have a tent in an old shack

It keeps me dry 

And there’s an old fireplace 

And lots of old novels

It’s not so bad

Being alone there

With all the other ghosts

(completed on the twenty-seventh day of August 2025)








  
  Assurance Provider


Sometimes the end feels so close

Everything is winding down

And nothing beyond people

Seems worth it

What does anything really matter

Should be written in capital letters

I bought into being serious

That I mattered even if I was a paycheck

To someone

Not a partner in love

With only obligation 

Somehow that always felt worse

Knowing that truth

Those people who want something

More than they want you

But you can help them get it

That’s not any part of love

That’s a one-sided transaction

A reduction

I was a monetary vehicle

And not on a wealthy scale

I know now that I allowed that to happen

I bought into being nothing

I was a believer!

I’m amazed I’m still here

Surprised and grateful

To be valued for who I am

Not what I can enable

(Completed on Friday the twenty-ninth day of August 2025)








  
  The Freedom Of Thought


When no one looks up

Or sees one another

When the bleakness of life

Consumes all

And our focus is simply survival

Reach out, whenever you can

In the odd or seemingly meaningless moments

Say something, do something

You are not alone

There are countless people like you

None of them merely a worker drone

Not just someone’s keeper

Never a commodity to be bought and sold

You are a person

Even if you feel unseen or invisible

You exist, you breathe, you live

Even in the lowest moments

Despite what you allow or accept

You aren’t a rock, nor the dirt beneath

Believe you are more

With your thoughts 

You can be free

Be anywhere

(completed upon reflecting on Gavin Prinsloo’s work ‘The Lonely Crowd’ on the fourth day of September 2025)








  
  On a Thursday in September


We cover ourselves 

Cloak our bodies

Keep our secrets 

Hide our nudity and our thoughts 

Seldom bare all

And reveal our glory

We maintain our modesty

Tuck away the ugly

Mask the unsightly truth

Hope for someone who won’t 

Turn away

Who sees ‘me’

And to be loved when seen

(completed on a Thursday on September 2025)








  
  Noon of my life


beyond books, music

my needs are few:

good food and a place to sleep

some time to write 

I didn’t covet much

someone to love

and share life with

but that last want

wasn’t necessary it turned out 

people have their own wants

and desires

many of which that might be secrets

or insurmountable things

obstacles you might say

visions of life that I wanted no part of

not if I was the sole path

to your paradise

who wants to be reduced to money

to be a vehicle 

to be ‘valued’ like a commodity

not a fellow traveler 

not an equal partner

to be servile 

yet, I noticed something revealed

by this train of thought

this passage of words

‘I’ wanted what I wanted

there is that fact

but I was willing to work together

for a partner’s dreams

I gave up too much for other people’s happiness 

and I suspect no one was happy 

we all fall short of expectations 

just some of us don’t keep secrets

maybe we all lie to ourselves 

or refuse to see the awful truths of life

(completed on a Thursday in September 2025)








  
  To let hurts lie


Nothing simple

Nothing cut and dry

No one reason 

No certainty of why

But there are answers to questions 

And no limits to telling a lie

Why not go with the truth

Is it really so hard

Does it save anyone

Is it different if you just fail to tell me

Omit, delete, deny

How sad to stay together falsely

To let hurts lie

(completed on the fourth day of September 2025)








  
  Here


What if I could have told you

What if I told you thoughts

Of you

Filled my life

I couldn’t find the words

Hopelessly shy

Too late

I’m content now to remember 

What I know

Without knowing your answer 

(completed and at peace on Thursday, the fourth day of September 2025)
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