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    Dedication
To Kenya, the land of my birth, where faith and tradition intertwine, where questions of belief shape our identity, and where the pursuit of truth is as vast as the plains and as deep as the lakes.
May this book inspire open minds, fearless inquiry, and the courage to seek righteousness beyond boundaries.


    



  	
        
            
             
"God is not bound by our religions, nor limited by our understanding. If He is infinite, then truth is not confined to one book, one temple, or one people it is found wherever righteousness prevails."
-----Tobias Otieno Ogola
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CHAPTER 1: THE FIRST GODS AND THE ONE DEVIL
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1.1 The First gods and the One Devil
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From the dawn of human civilization, mankind has sought explanations for the forces that govern existence. In the beginning, before the rise of cities and empires, there were only the elements, fire, wind, water, and earth, shaping the lives of early humans who huddled in caves, fearful of the unknown. When lightning struck a tree and set it ablaze, it was not simply a natural occurrence but the anger of a divine being. When the sun rose each morning, it was not a lifeless celestial body but a god riding across the sky, ensuring the world was bathed in light. And when death came silently in the night, taking children and warriors alike, it was neither random nor meaningless, it was the will of unseen forces, beyond human control. It was from these fears and mysteries that the first gods were born.

Across the world, as human societies evolved, so did their deities. In Mesopotamia, the Sumerians worshipped Anu, the god of the heavens, and Enlil, the god of storms. In Egypt, Ra reigned supreme, his fiery chariot illuminating the land of the living, while Osiris judged the souls of the dead. In Greece, Mount Olympus became the seat of power for Zeus, Poseidon, and Hades. In India, Brahma created, Vishnu preserved, and Shiva destroyed. Every civilization, from the Aztecs to the Chinese dynasties, wove intricate mythologies filled with deities who controlled life and death, prosperity and famine, war and peace. Yet, despite the vast pantheon of gods, across all religions and cultures, one figure remained eerily consistent, an adversary, a deceiver, a singular embodiment of darkness. Unlike the gods, who were numerous and varied, this entity was always one. The gods could be many, but the Devil, in all his manifestations, was always alone.

Why?

Why did humanity conceive of thousands of gods, yet only a single force of ultimate evil? If the heavens could be populated by divine beings of different names and domains, why was there never an army of devils, a legion of darkness to rival the pantheon of light? The question cuts to the core of religious philosophy, touching upon the very nature of belief, fear, and control.

The concept of a singular devil can be traced back to some of the earliest recorded religions. In ancient Persia, Zoroastrianism presented a cosmic battle between Ahura Mazda, the god of light, and Angra Mainyu, the spirit of chaos and destruction. This dualistic worldview laid the foundation for later religious traditions, influencing Judaism, Christianity, and Islam. The Hebrews, under Babylonian influence, gradually shifted from a more ambiguous understanding of evil to the figure of Satan, an adversary who stood in opposition to God. In Christianity, he became Lucifer, the fallen angel who rebelled against divine order, condemned to rule the underworld as the tempter of mankind. Islam named him Iblis, the jinn who refused to bow to Adam and was cast out of paradise.

Despite their differences, these figures shared a common trait, they were always singular, always cast as the lone enemy of righteousness. Unlike the gods, who had families, hierarchies, and domains, the Devil was an exile, an outcast. This is not by accident, but by design. The human mind, when faced with the complexity of suffering, seeks simplicity. It is easier to direct blame towards a single malevolent entity than to grapple with the chaotic, indifferent nature of existence.

Religious texts across the world reflect this pattern. In the Bible, the Devil is the serpent in Eden, the accuser in Job, the tempter in the wilderness. In the Quran, he whispers in the ears of the faithful, steering them away from the path of righteousness. In Hinduism, though there is no singular Satan, the concept of Maya, illusion, serves as a force that leads souls away from enlightenment. Even in Buddhism, where the gods themselves are seen as impermanent, Mara, the tempter, seeks to keep humanity trapped in the cycle of suffering. But what if the singular Devil is not a reflection of cosmic truth, but a necessity of human governance? 

In the 4th century AD, the Roman Emperor Constantine faced a divided empire, torn between traditional paganism and the rising force of Christianity. To unite his people, he embraced the Christian faith, but with it came a transformation of its doctrines. A single, omnipotent God replaced the many deities of Rome, and with him came the necessity of a singular enemy. Pagan gods were not simply forgotten, they were demonized, recast as devils, spirits of deception who led souls astray. The old gods of Europe, from Odin to Pan, were transformed into demonic figures in medieval Christian folklore. The consolidation of divine power required a corresponding consolidation of evil.

This pattern repeated itself throughout history. During the Spanish Inquisition, heretics and witches were accused of consorting with Satan, a single entity who embodied all threats to the Church’s authority. In colonial America, the Salem witch trials saw Puritan leaders attributing misfortune and rebellion to the Devil’s influence. Even in modern times, political rhetoric mirrors this religious structure, nations and ideologies do not simply oppose each other; they cast their enemies as singular embodiments of evil. 

If history teaches us anything, it is that humanity thrives on the dichotomy of good versus evil, order versus chaos. But what if this duality is an illusion? What if there is no single force of darkness, no Devil lurking in the shadows? What if suffering is not the work of a deceiver, but the natural consequence of existence? If that is true, then what does it mean for the gods? Are they, too, not cosmic rulers but human inventions, reflections of our fears, our hopes, our need to find meaning in the void?

These questions linger at the edges of faith, challenging the foundations of belief. If there are thousands of gods and only one devil, is it because the gods are creations of human imagination, shaped by culture and geography, while the Devil is the universal scapegoat for all that we cannot understand? And if we accept that the Devil is a construct, does that not suggest that the gods are as well? If the gods were created to explain the mysteries of life, and the Devil to explain the presence of suffering, what happens when humanity no longer needs these explanations? Will belief fade as knowledge expands? Or will the need for gods and devils persist, evolving into new forms as civilization progresses?

In the modern world, where science has unraveled many of nature’s secrets, the gods have retreated from their old domains. No longer do we attribute thunder to Zeus or disease to demonic possession. But the Devil, in many ways, remains. He no longer lurks in the forests or tempts prophets in the desert, now, he takes the form of corrupt politicians, oppressive governments, ideological enemies. Humanity may no longer believe in a horned figure ruling from hell, but we still seek a singular villain, an embodiment of all that is wrong in the world.

Perhaps the Devil will never truly disappear. Perhaps we will always need an adversary, someone to blame, someone to fight against. But if the Devil is always one, while the gods are many, then perhaps that is the ultimate truth, hope is diverse, but fear is singular. And if that is true, then we must ask ourselves: should we still believe? And if we do, which god should we choose?
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1.2 Or is it time to abandon the gods and the Devil altogether?
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If we are to abandon the gods and the Devil, what then becomes of morality? Throughout history, religion has served as the foundation for ethical conduct, the guiding force that dictates right and wrong. The Ten Commandments, the laws of Manu, the edicts of Confucius, the Five Precepts of Buddhism all have sought to shape human behavior, to impose structure on an otherwise chaotic world. But if these commandments and laws were not divinely inspired, if they were instead crafted by men seeking order, then does morality have any real foundation?

It is a question that has troubled philosophers for centuries. If morality is tied to the existence of gods, then without them, do good and evil become meaningless? The existentialists of the 20th century, from Jean-Paul Sartre to Friedrich Nietzsche, wrestled with this dilemma. Nietzsche famously declared that “God is dead,” not as a statement of victory, but as a warning: without a divine authority to define right and wrong, humanity would be left to construct its own morality, a task far more difficult than blind obedience to religious law. Yet history provides evidence that morality can exist without gods. Ancient China, long before the spread of Buddhism or Christianity, had Confucianism, a system of ethics based not on divine command but on human reason and social harmony. The Epicureans of Greece sought happiness and virtue without invoking the gods, arguing that pleasure and wisdom were the highest goods. Even in the modern world, secular humanism has risen as
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