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        “This is as fun a novel as it is moving and at times heart-breaking, never the more so when the final page comes and readers are only left wanting more.”

        CYNTHIA CHOW, KING’S RIVER LIFE MAGAZINE ON THE CUPID CAPER
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        “Another great mystery by Larissa Reinhart. Con artists, murder, a cast of sinister characters, and some laughs along the way. Loved it.”

        TERRI L. AUSTIN, AUTHOR OF THE ROSE STRICKLAND MYSTERIES ON THE CUPID CAPER

      

      

      

      THE MAIZIE ALBRIGHT STAR DETECTIVE SERIES
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        "Fun characters, a perfect setting, and a mystery that will keep you guessing until the end, this book truly has it all!"

        SHANNON VANBERGEN, USA TODAY BESTSELLING AUTHOR OF THE GLOCK GRANNIES MYSTERIES ON 20 CARATS
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        "Fans of humorous mysteries like Janet Evanovich’s Stephanie Plum, and Elle Cosimano’s Finlay Donovan should pick up this series. We all need some fun in our reading lives!"

        SARAH CAN'T STOP READING ON 19 CRIMINALS
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        "I loved this very fun romance mystery novel. Five out of five stars."

        BIG READER'S SITE ON 19 CRIMINALS
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        “I love the characters in this series, they're what keeps me coming back. If you're looking for a fun series that will keep you turning the pages, you've found it here.”

        SAMANTHA, COZY TEA COTTAGE ON 18 1/2 DISGUISES

      

      

      

      
        
        
        
          
            [image: ]
          

        

        “I highly recommend this series and definitely start with Book 1 you won't be sorry!!! Well written characters and a great mystery. I cannot wait to see what happens next!”

        MISS W BOOK REVIEWS ON 18 1/2 DISGUISES
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        “The perfect combination of mystery, romance, and laughs.”

        DEVILISHLY DELICIOUS BOOK REVIEWS ON 18 CALIBER
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        "18 Caliber was my first Maizie Albright Star Detective Mystery--I'm hoping it won't be my last. This was a fun read--a fast-paced caper that kept me entertained until the end."

        TERRY AMBROSE, AUTHOR OF THE SEASIDE COVE MYSTERIES ON 18 CALIBER
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        “The mystery and detective cases drive the story, but Larissa Reinhart’s characters steal the show every time.”

        THE GIRL WITH BOOK LUNGS ON NC-17
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        “NC-17 is simply fabulous. Fans of cozy mysteries, southern chick lit, hick lit, crime capers, and humorous mysteries will love it.”

        JANE READS ON NC-17
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        “If you love southern settings with plenty of sweet tea and eccentric characters, the meet up of these two heroines is epic.”

        — BARB TAUB, HUMOR WRITER AND AUTHOR OF THE NULL CITY SERIES ON A VIEW TO A CHILL
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        “Maizie’s missteps make each of her successes an absolute joy, and I encourage readers to delve into this lively, funny, and genuinely satisfying series.”

        CYNTHIA CHOW,  KINGS RIVER LIFE MAGAZINE ON 16 MILLIMETERS
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        “With visually descriptive narrative, humorous quips, witty repartee and a quirky cast of characters, this was a such a fun book to read.”

        DRU ANN LOVE, DRU’S BOOK MUSING ON 16 MILLIMETERS
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        “Larissa writes a delightful book. Suspense, romance, and some funny situations. [Maizie’s] a teen star grown up to new possibilities.”

        SHARON SALITURO, FRESH FICTION ON 15 MINUTES

      

      

      

      
        
        
        
          
            [image: ]
          

        

        “I love Larissa Reinhart’s books because they are funny but they also show the big heart of the protagonist.”

        LYNN FARRIS, HOT MYSTERY REVIEW ON 15 MINUTES

      

      

      

      
        
        
        
          
            [image: ]
          

        

        "Hollywood glitz meets backwoods grit in this fast-paced ride on D-list celeb Maizie Albright's waning star. Sassy, sexy, and fun, 15 Minutes is hours of enjoyment—and a wonderful start to a fun new series from the charmingly Southern-fried Reinhart."

        PHOEBE FOX, AUTHOR OF THE BREAKUP DOCTOR SERIES ON 15 MINUTES
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        "Maizie Albright is the kind of fresh, fun, and feisty ‘star detective’ I love spending time with, a kind of Nancy Drew meets Lucy Ricardo. Move over, Janet Evanovich. Reinhart is my new "star mystery writer!"

        PENNY WARNER, AUTHOR OF DEATH OF A CHOCOLATE CHEATER AND THE CODE BUSTERS CLUB ON 15 MINUTES
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        "Child star and hilarious hot mess Maizie Albright trades Hollywood for the backwoods of Georgia and pure delight ensues. Maizie's my new favorite escape from reality."

        — GRETCHEN ARCHER, USA TODAY BESTSELLING AUTHOR OF THE DAVIS WAY CRIME CAPER SERIES ON 15 MINUTES
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        "Anytime artist Cherry Tucker has what she calls a Matlock moment, can investigating a murder be far behind? A Composition in Murder is a rollicking good time."

        TERRIE FARLEY MORAN, AGATHA AWARD-WINNING AUTHOR OF READ TO DEATH ON A COMPOSITION IN MURDER
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        "This is a winning series that continues to grow stronger and never fails to entertain with laughs, a little snark, and a ton of heart."

        KINGS RIVER LIFE MAGAZINE ON A COMPOSITION IN MURDER
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        "Cherry Tucker is a strong, sassy, Southern sleuth who keeps you on the edge of your seat."

        TONYA KAPPES, USA TODAY BESTSELLING AUTHOR ON THE BODY IN THE LANDSCAPE
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        "Because of Cherry's experiences, she knows that—Super Swine notwithstanding—man has always been the most dangerous game, making her the perfect protagonist for this giggle-inducing, down-home fun."

        BETTY WEBB, MYSTERY SCENE MAGAZINE ON THE BODY IN THE LANDSCAPE
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        "The perfect blend of funny, intriguing, and sexy! Another must-read masterpiece from the hilarious Cherry Tucker Mystery Series."

        – ANN CHARLES, USA TODAY BESTSELLING AUTHOR OF THE DEADWOOD AND JACKRABBIT JUNCTION MYSTERY SERIES ON DEATH IN PERSPECTIVE
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        "Artist and accidental detective Cherry Tucker goes back to high school and finds plenty of trouble and skeletons...Reinhart's charming, sweet-tea flavored series keeps getting better!"

        GRETCHEN ARCHER, USA TODAY BESTSELLING AUTHOR OF THE DAVIS WAY CRIME CAPER SERIES ON DEATH IN PERSPECTIVE
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        "Like front-porch lemonade, Reinhart's cast of characters offer a perfect balance of tart and sweet."

        SOPHIE LITTLEFIELD, BESTSELLING AUTHOR OF A BAD DAY FOR SORRY ON HIJACK IN ABSTRACT
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        "Reinhart manages to braid a complicated plot into a tight and funny tale. The reader grows to love Cherry and her quirky worldview, her sometimes misguided judgment, and the eccentric characters that populate the country of Halo, Georgia. Cozy fans will love this latest Cherry Tucker mystery."

        MARY MARKS, NEW YORK JOURNAL OF BOOKS ON HIJACK IN ABSTRACT
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        "Reinhart's country-fried mystery is as much fun as a ride on the tilt-a-whirl at a state fair. Readers who like a little small-town charm with their mysteries will enjoy Reinhart's series."

        DENISE SWANSON, NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLING AUTHOR OF THE SCUMBLE RIVER MYSTERIES ON STILL LIFE IN BRUNSWICK STEW
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        "This mystery keeps you laughing and guessing from the first page to the last. A whole-hearted five stars."

        DENISE GROVER SWANK, NEW YORK TIMES AND USA TODAY BESTSELLING AUTHOR ON STILL LIFE IN BRUNSWICK STEW
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        "Portrait of a Dead Guy is an entertaining mystery full of quirky characters and solid plotting...Highly recommended for anyone who likes their mysteries strong and their mint juleps stronger!"

        – JENNIE BENTLEY, NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLING AUTHOR OF FLIPPED OUT ON PORTRAIT OF A DEAD GUY
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        "Reinhart is a truly talented author and this book was one of the best cozy mysteries we reviewed this year."

        – MYSTERY TRIBUNE ON PORTRAIT OF A DEAD GUY
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        "It takes a rare talent to successfully portray a beer-and-hormone-addled artist as a sympathetic and worthy heroine, but Reinhart pulls it off with tongue-in-cheek panache. Cherry is a lovable riot, whether drooling over the town's hunky males, defending her dysfunctional family's honor, or snooping around murder scenes."

        — MYSTERY SCENE MAGAZINE ON PORTRAIT OF A DEAD GUY
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      THE PIG’N A POKE

      A Finley Goodhart Crime Caper prequel

      When a winter storm traps ex-con Finley at the Pig'N a Poke roadhouse, she finds her criminal past useful in solving a murder.

      

      Free for my VIP Readers!

      

      Tap this link — https://www.larissareinhart.com/larissasreaders — to join Larissa’s email group where she shares exclusive content, news, and giveaways and receive The Pig’N A Poke as a gift. Note: Larissa will not share your email address and you can unsubscribe at any time.

    

  


  
    
      
        
          
          

          
            A NOTE TO MY READERS

          

        

      

    

    
      I wasn’t supposed to write this book. I was writing the next Maizie Albright, 18 Caliber, when I took a break to write this one. But in September, I had an idea — and because my brain is a lot like Boomer Spayberry’s Jack Russell terriers, bouncing and barking all over the dang place — I thought I could let myself have some fun.

      “Just write down some notes, for next year,” I told myself. And found myself feverishly writing this story so I could give it to my readers before Christmas.

      As you read 17-and-a-half (that’s how it sounds in my head), you might notice some resemblances to my favorite movie, Raiders of the Lost Ark. I’ve always been a Marion Ravenwood fan. She’s the only Indy Jones heroine I liked, and I wanted to be Marion when I grew up. I even studied archaeology in college (then found out I’d have to learn dead languages, and I already had issues with the live ones, so I changed my mind). Let's get this straight. Maizie is no Marion. But they’re both spunky, positive people in love with an adventurous, valiant, no-nonsense guy. And I believe, Maizie’s learning how to become a Marion.

      Maizie’s on a Marion Ravenwood character arc, so to speak.

      There are also The Maltese Falcon references. Maizie often examines her cases in a noir, Sam Spade-ish light (as well as a lot of other movies and TV shows) because she’s an old movie buff, and of course, working as a private investigator, what wouldn’t be more natural than Sam Spade? Having a Ms. Wonderly show up to wreak some havoc in Maizie’s new love life seemed like a given.

      I hope you enjoy 17-and-one-half. If you’ve read the other books, 17.5 occurs directly after A VIEW TO A CHILL (a week later). 18 CALIBER will happen directly after 17.5. After a hot summer and fall with 15-17, Black Pine Mountain is cooling off.

      If you haven’t read the other books, no worries. Maizie will catch you up. :)

      Happy Reading & Happy Holidays!

      Larissa

    

  


  
    
      For fans of Sam Spade & Indiana Jones,

      but particularly for those who wanted to be Marion Ravenwood.

      Like me.

    

  


  
    
      
        
          
          

          
            ONE

          

          #NEWYEARNEWME

        

      

    

    
      This New Year's Eve in Black Pine, Georgia, was certainly different from my previous twenty-five. At least the ones I could remember. Prior to this year, Vicki — my ex-manager and still-mother — and I would have holidayed at whatever island she'd determined most exclusive and remote (yet still accessible to discerning paparazzi) and flown back in time to attend all the New Year's Eve parties she'd determined most exclusive and remote (yet also accessible to discerning paparazzi).

      And I would do my best to celebrate stylishly, which for me was less about clothes and people and more about not passing out by midnight (From jet lag.) (Among other things).

      This year I lived with my father's family. Thankfully. (And by judge's decree). Instead of lounging on white sand, I'd worked at Nash Security Solutions through most of the holidays. Maybe it's just me, but helping grandmas find lost granddaughters and serving subpoenas to deadbeat dads felt a much better way to spread Christmas joy than tipping cabana boys.

      Plus, I had my ultimate cabana boy in Wyatt Nash, owner of Nash Security Solutions. Wyatt Nash had probably never carried a tray of bellinis in his life, but I think we were at the point in our relationship where he'd offer to rub SPF 80+ on my pale, ginger-cursed skin. Without charge.

      I think.

      You see, Wyatt Nash was above all, a Southern gentleman with a lot of rules about dating and working and how never the twain should meet. Unfortunately, he was still in the red after major medical expenses and a business that had been failing. His eyes might be on me, but his mind was always on the bottom line. Business wasn't forefront for me when my eyes were on him. With his imposing physique, square jaw and its wicked scar, large capable hands, and icy blue penetrating eyes, he looked more mercenary than gentlemanly. Plus he rarely smiled. But when he did?

      Whoa, Nelly.

      That smile made me want to cover myself in mistletoe with only my sea-glass green eyes and come-hither lips showing.

      Actually, I might need to try that.

      We were six months into a two-year agreement of Nash mentoring me until I could apply for my private investigation license. I'd pursued him professionally (and romantically) because I'd needed this opportunity (and was crazy about him) after my Hollywood crash and burn that landed me before a California judge who gave me the option of getting a new career in my father’s North Georgia mountain town. A job that had nothing to do with the industry that had consumed me spiritually, emotionally, and financially.

      Or, said the judge, I could go directly to jail and see how my idiocy played out before a jury.

      I wasn't that much of an idiot. I'd been given the gift of leaving a life I wasn't sure I ever wanted but couldn't leave because of the whole my-mother-is-my-manager situation.

      Parents can be tricky like that.

      That trickiness continued because not only did Vicki follow me to Black Pine, she'd just bought a controlling interest in Nash's business for reasons I couldn't quite fathom and was more than a little afraid to ask. But then for the holidays, she'd flown to Fiji as usual, and I could pretend that my life was my own.

      And so I did.

      Even though it felt like someone else's life. Like I had chosen a role I'd intended to play and hadn't quite adopted the right character yet. Having lived in a Beverly Hills bubble most of my life, I was still learning “real world” living, as my Black Pine BFFs Tiffany and Rhonda called it.

      Not that I'm complaining. My first Christmas living at Daddy's was pure homespun goodness, worthy of a Hallmark Channel B-roll. An eight-foot pine in the foyer of the DeerNose log cabin (more log than cabin at five thousand square feet). Two other Christmas trees in other parts of the house. Oodles of homemade cookies and treats baked by Daddy's wife, Carol Lynn, easily the best cook in Georgia. Church and carolers and family for dinner.

      And Santa, of course. My half-sister was six and Remi had somehow managed to stay off his naughty list.

      Evidently, the list had been made before she crawled into the chimney of Daddy's double-sided stone fireplace to set a trap. Which she claimed wasn't for Santa but for the Grinch.

      The smell of bungee cords roasting by an open fire had driven us out of the house on Christmas Day.

      "I was trying to protect y'all," Remi had said. "If it weren't for me, the Grinch would'a had the tree, the gifts, and the roast beast."

      "You knew very well we were having turkey," Daddy had said. "Go to your room."

      He'd snagged her slingshot before she'd darted away. A passel of Jack Russells had barked and bounced around her feet, following their Alpha to her den.

      Remi's door slammed, and Daddy had turned to me. "God Almighty, that girl is going to put me in an early grave. And I thought you were the one who'd do that."

      I couldn't tell if that was a compliment, so I'd kept my mouth shut.

      
      This memory (and many other similar memories of Remi pitting her wits against my father) came rushing back to me on New Year's Eve morning. Early, because Spayberrys were "up with the cock's crow and into bed at sundown" type of people.

      Luckily, I was used to early call times on set, so no biggie. I'm a morning person. I love sunrises and breakfast and fresh starts and all that jazz.

      But this morning, I was going to need an extra heavy dose of caffeine. My father had just finished telling me some terrible news. Remi's grandmother — Carol Lynn's mother — had fallen. Daddy and Carol Lynn were headed immediately for Brunswick — hours away — for an indeterminable length of time. This was not the terrible news, although, of course, terrible for Carol Lynn's mother and father. She'd sprained her ankle, but as Daddy had said, she'd be "alright but laid up for a bit."

      The terrible news was Daddy and Carol Lynn were putting me in charge of Remi until they returned from helping out her grandparents.

      Remington Marie Spayberry was not anything like me as a little girl. Or any other little girl I'd ever met in my life, which, albeit, was mostly other actresses. She loved hunting and fishing. And ATVing. She didn't mind snakes or spiders or bugs. She loved building traps and walls and pits. She loved mud.

      But the weirdest? She doesn't like food.

      I just didn't get that.

      I really wasn't sure what I was going to do with Remi. On my own. For an indeterminate amount of time. On New Year's Eve. I'd hoped my Southern gentleman would consider it a major date night, instead of spending the evening serving subpoenas, then dropping me off at my father's cabin (which we'd done almost every night this holiday season). Although on New Year's Eve, we'd really have the element of a subpoena surprise.

      What was I even thinking?

      "Of course. I'll take care of Remi," I told Daddy.

      "She's a pistol." He stroked his almost-more-Santa-white-than-ginger beard. "But you know that."

      I nodded. Boy, did I know.

      "The dogs'll mind her, so don't worry about them. Just keep her busy, and she'll be fine."

      Then he fled. To be honest, I think my six-foot-three, Paul Bunyan-ish father
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