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A Work of Fiction

This book is a work of speculative fiction, but its heart lies in the uncomfortable truths it reflects. The stories within—though fictional—are grounded in the cultural tensions, historical grievances, and national identity debates that shape the real-world relationship between Canada and the United States.

If certain individuals, corporations, or governments feel an uncanny resemblance to the characters and situations presented, that is entirely coincidental. Or perhaps, it is not.

The articles, interviews, and reports contained within these pages are not "real" in the traditional sense, but they represent something deeply real—the resilience of a people, the power of cultural identity, and the quiet, firm resistance that does not require weapons or declarations, only the will to say, "Sorry, but no."
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Author’s Note

What does it mean to be patriotic in the face of this?

It is February 2025 as this book is written, and the rhetoric in American media regarding the annexation of Canada—sometimes blatant, sometimes subversive, sometimes outright violent—continues to grow. When Canadian premiers traveled to Washington to meet with senior officials, those officials had a simple response: They didn’t say Canada wouldn’t become the 51st state.

What does that mean for us? Is this what others in the past have felt, watching their sovereignty be debated as though it were a mere business acquisition?

Canadians have long been known as polite, soft-spoken, diplomatic—a nation of well-mannered peacekeepers who will bend to avoid breaking. But that’s not how we see ourselves. It has never been about submission; it has always been about treating others well, in the hope that they will do the same in return.

This is not weakness. This is not passivity. And this does not mean we will sit quietly as our nation is spoken about as though we have no say in our own future.

For years, we valued our ability to move freely, to enjoy the fruits of American innovation while sharing our own. Some of our best and brightest, our funniest and most dramatic, have built careers in the entertainment industry in the States. We have welcomed American businesses and goods while sharing our own across the border. We believed in partnership, in mutual benefit.

But that relationship has soured as American leaders provoke outrage—through their words, through their actions, through their total disregard for the sovereignty of an entire nation.

This is not acceptable.

The Annex This, America series is a response. Strong and Free is a warning, a polite “thank you, but no” to our would-be annexers. This book is speculation on the future, but it is rooted heavily in the present.

We are a kind people.

But we have our boundaries, too.

We are the True North, strong and free. And that does not include a 51st star.

This book is fiction.

For now.

🍁MSO🍁
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A note from the author
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Every resistance needs a voice.

When I set out to write this book, I wasn’t interested in a detached, academic take on the question of annexation. I wanted something that felt alive, something that demanded to be heard—a voice that refused to be polite in the face of erasure. That’s where Emily Richardson came in.

Emily is the journalist that America wishes it could silence and Canada cannot afford to lose. She is sharp, relentless, and utterly unshakable in her belief that the role of the press is not to comfort power, but to confront it. She does not believe in false neutrality—not when the very existence of a nation is at stake.

She is also, in many ways, everything that modern governments fear in a journalist. She does not play by the rules of access journalism. She refuses to temper her words for the sake of political convenience. She does not accept that the inevitable is inevitable.

I created Emily because I needed a voice that stood in direct opposition to the slow erosion of Canadian sovereignty, culture, and identity. And she needed a home—an institution that could hold its ground, a publication that refused to bow.

That’s where The Moose & Herald comes in.

Because a moose does not back down.

It does not go looking for a fight. It does not seek out conflict. But if you threaten its territory, if you push it too far, you will understand why it was never meant to be tamed.

That, to me, is what Canada should be.

And the Herald? That part is simple. A herald is a messenger of truth, a force that ensures history is not rewritten by those with the loudest megaphones or the deepest pockets. A nation is not simply lost when it is conquered; it is lost when it forgets its own story.

So within these pages, you will find a journalist who refuses to bow and a newspaper that refuses to be silenced.

Emily Richardson is not real—but she should be.

And The Moose & Herald?

Maybe it should be, too.

​
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​About Us: The Moose & Herald
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"Unyielding. Unapologetic. Unannexed."

Founded in 1885 as a scrappy upstart newspaper in a logging town outside Ottawa, The Moose & Herald has never wavered in its mission: to speak truth to power and to defend Canada’s sovereignty, culture, and identity.

While other newspapers have been bought, sold, and swallowed by corporate media, The Moose & Herald remains independent, untamed, and proudly Canadian. Like the moose we’re named after, we do not seek out fights—but when pushed, we do not retreat.
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Our Mission

We report the truth, challenge American exceptionalism, and remind every reader that Canada is not for sale, not for merging, and certainly not interested in becoming the 51st star on anyone’s flag.

From the streets of Montreal to the frozen North, from hockey rinks to the halls of Parliament, we cover the real stories that matter—not the ones Washington wants you to hear.
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What We Believe


●  Canada is a nation, not a bargaining chip.

●  Journalism exists to hold power accountable, not to placate it.

●  If a moose doesn’t back down, neither do we.

●  Poutine is a national treasure—if you disagree, you’re probably American.
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Our Team

Our team of fearless reporters, columnists, and investigative journalists are among the sharpest, most relentless, and occasionally most stubborn Canadians in the industry.

At the helm? Emily Richardson, our senior correspondent—a journalist who refuses to let history be rewritten by those with the loudest megaphones.
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A Word to Washington

We see you. We hear you. We reject
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