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DEDICATION

 

 

To our family and friends.

You all know we really love you.

 

Right?

 

 

Right?

 

…

 

 

Guys?


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS

 

This book would not be in your hands without the support and effort of our family who not only tolerate us but who also put up with all of the little things. 

 

Like allowing handwriting assignments to be made up entirely of “I love you more than…” ideas. 

 

And pretending we are paying attention to you when we are really trying to draw a dead fly…


INTRODUCTION

 

 

 

Owen and I have been working at making sure we know exactly where we stand in each other’s hierarchy of love for a couple of years now. I don’t know that we will ever make it anywhere near the upper echelons of the comparisons, because there continue to be so many things that we find we love each other more than.

 

 

That’s a good thing, I think.

 

Why you may ask?

 

Well, I’ll tell you after I take a moment for our younger readers and save them from the effort of using a dictionary, just in case Mom or Dad said you had to look up hierarchy or echelon when you asked what they meant in that first paragraph! 

 

Hierarchy– this is an order of things, like a list from top to bottom, or good to bad, or best to worst. Usually when people say it, they are using it to talk about things like a king, or a president, or their boss. Those people would be at the top of the hierarchy. The peasants (common field workers), or citizens, or workers (generally people who are considered unimportant) are the people who are at the bottom of the hierarchy.

 

When I said Owen and I use these comparisons to show where we are in each other’s hierarchy of love, I was kidding. 

 

Kind of. 

 

In jest (meaning jokingly), we do use these comparisons to prove to each other that we are, for sure, not at the bottom of each other’s list of things we love.

 

Echelon– this is a level, or ranking of something. In a list of things from top to bottom, things in the upper echelons would be things on near the top of the list. Things in the lower echelons would be things closer to the bottom of the list. When people say that something or someone is in the upper echelons, they usually mean that thing or person is near the top of the list of things powerful, or wealthy. 

 

The way I used it meant “the things near the top of the list that we love the most”, and I was joking that Owen and I will never get there. I said that because we have had so much fun talking about all of the things on the lower ends of our lists.

 

Now you can show your Grandmother, or Aunt, or Father that this book really was educational in some sort of way, and we can get to the fun part! 

 

(I didn’t say your grandparents, or your aunt or uncle, because if they are anything like ours, they are the ones who were most likely to have gotten this book for you just because there was a dead fly on the cover!)

 

Here is how this all came about:

 

When Owen’s older sister, Sarah, was young, around the same time she began talking, she told her grandmother the words that every grandmother loves to hear:

 

“I love you.”

 

Sarah was appropriately surprised when her grandmother replied with a completely unexpected answer:

 

“I love you more.”

 

However, Sarah was not nonplussed.

 

Nonplussed– confused or surprised to the point where you don’t know what to say back or what to do.

 

One of Sarah’s favorite bedtime stories was Guess How Much I Love You written by Sam McBratney and illustrated by Anita Jeram. So when Sarah’s grandmother said, “I love you more,” Sarah knew just exactly what to say back.

 

“Nuh-uh! I love you to the moon and back!”

 

This quickly started a competition between Sarah and Grandma. Pretty soon they were loving each other to the moon and back in infinity circles that lasted forever to describe and took even longer to listen to.

 

Owen and I were not amused. 

 

Well, at first we were. But we got over it.

 

One day, when Sarah and Grandma were telling each other goodbye, Owen and I were patiently waiting for them to finish. After about twenty minutes of listening to descriptions of moonbeams of love and heart shaped Möbius strips, interspersed with loving arguments of “No, I love you more!” I noticed a dead fly on the windowsill.

 

“Owen,” I whispered.

 

“What?” he answered.

 

“I love you more than that dead fly.”

 

“I love you more than that cobweb,” he retorted. 

 

And our own love competition had begun.


Möbius strip– a type of never-ending loop that curves back in upon itself. 
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Dead Fly- something Sam and Owen love less than they love each other. 
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