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  Joseph sold by his brothers


  Soon after, Rachel gave birth to another son. Jacob (Israel) called him Benjamin. Unfortunately, the birth proved difficult for Rachel and she died a few minutes after the birth of Benjamin. Joseph cried his mother and Jacob was sad, as the woman he had always loved was dead. Joseph grew up surrounded by his brothers. He became a young, brave and lively shepherd.


  He worked alongside his brothers and was his father’s favourite. Jacob was very proud of his first-born with Rachel. His brothers, seeing that their father loved him more than all the others, started hating him.


  Joseph had a dream and told his brothers about it. They hated him more for it. Joseph told them: “Listen to my dream: We were making sheaf of wheat in the fields when my sheaf stood up straight. Your sheaf bowed before my sheaf!” His brothers were furious and asked him if he believed to be a king or a master who dominated everyone. Joseph recalled another dream to his brothers: “I saw the sun, the moon and eleven stars bow before me”. His brothers hated him more still and their jealousy grew. His brothers went off to graze their father’s herds further away. Joseph did not go with them and received a multi-coloured coat from his father. Soon after, Jacob asked Joseph to find his brothers to make sure that they were well and their herds too. Joseph went faraway and was guided by a passer on his path, who showed him the direction his brothers had taken. They saw Joseph approaching from afar and before he reached them: “Here is the man with the dreams arriving! Come, let us kill him and throw him in any hole or well! We will say that a dangerous animal devoured him!”


  Joseph approached his brothers and they jumped over him, tore his beautiful coat and threw him in a deep and empty well. Then they sat down to eat. Far away, they saw a caravan of Ishmaelite on their way to Egypt. Listening to Judas’ advice, they decided to take Joseph from the well and to sell him off as a slave instead of killing him. They took Joseph’s coat and, having killed a goat, dipped the coat into the blood. They sent the coat to their father with these words: “Here is what we found! Look father, would this not be your son’s coat?”


  Jacob looked and said: “This is my son’s coat! A dangerous beast ate him. Joseph is dead.” Jacob started crying and shouting and mourned.
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  Joseph in Egypt


  Joseph was deeply saddened by his brother’s behaviour.


  He thought of his father’s pain upon his disappearance.


  He was taken to the unknown land of Egypt without wealth or rights. He arrived on a public market in front of a great crowd.


  The Ismaelites sold their slaves to the richest. Joseph was handsome, robust and courageous.


  Pharaoh’s guard commander Potiphar noted him.


  He was lucky, for Potiphar was a good man. Potiphar soon realised that Joseph was a greatly intelligent man and that he succeeded in everything, because God was with him.
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  Potiphar’s house had never done so well than since Joseph arrived. He worked endlessly and only finished working when his tasks were complete. He did more than was necessary. Everything was done to perfection. Potiphar marvelled before Joseph and increasingly trusted him by giving him more and more important missions. Joseph became the private servant of Potiphar, who entrusted him everything he owned and left everything in his hands, including the orders for food, wheat, grain, cattle and all his riches. Potiphar completely trusted his friend Joseph for he knew the greatness of his heart, his honesty and business sense. He knew that God blessed every one of his actions and helped him in everything.
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  Joseph and Potiphar’s wife


  Potiphar’s wife followed Joseph closely and became very jealous of him. She felt that Joseph was too important to her husband and that he shouldn’t make all the household decisions.


  Furthermore, she found Joseph very attractive. She tried to seduce him so that he would betray Potiphar by having a relationship with his wife. Day after day, Potiphar’s wife got closer to Joseph and flattered him. Joseph rejected her, as he did not want to betray Potiphar’s trust. Seeing that Joseph did not want to kiss her, she set a trap for him.


  One day, Joseph went to his master’s house to work. Potiphar’s wife threw herself at him and tore his clothes off saying: “Kiss me! Let us lay together”. Joseph fled but left his torn clothes into the hands of Potiphar’s wife. She screamed to pretend she had been attacked and called her servants. She showed them the cloth as proof that Joseph tried to abuse her.


  She waited for her husband to come home. When he returned, she put on a frightened face and told him: “The Hebrew slave you brought us tried to seduce and kiss me! When I shouted and cried for help, he left his coat behind and fled. I was so scared, I’m still shaking. See how your slave acted towards me!”


  Hearing her words, Potiphar flew into a rage. He called for Joseph and told him: “How could you do this to me? You have destroyed my trust and tried to abuse my wife! You are fired and you will be punished! Joseph tried to explain that the wife had lied and that he hadn’t done anything wrong. But Potiphar did not believe him and had him thrown in jail, where the Pharaoh’s convicts were incarcerated. The word of a slave was worth nothing compared to that of the wife of Pharaoh’s commander! Joseph was sad but did not rebel, instead remaining quietly in his cell.
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  Joseph in prison


  Joseph stayed in prison for many years, but God was with him.


  As time went by, the head of the prison got to know Joseph. He trusted him unconditionally and entrusted him with the maintenance of the jail. Joseph managed the prison better than anyone else, he held the keys to each cell and did not try to escape or rebel once.


  One day, two men arrived in Joseph’s cell. Pharaoh’s cupbearer and baker were arrested and thrown in prison. One same night, they both had a strange dream but did not understand what it meant.


  The following day, Joseph noticed that they looked worried and asked them why. They replied: “We had a dream and there is no one to understand and interpret it”.


  Joseph told them: “Tell me your dreams and God will give his interpretation”. The cupbearer told Joseph his dream: “I dreamt that I stood before a vine. On this vine were three small branches: as soon as it grew, its bunches started ripening.


  I held Pharaoh’s cup in my hand and pressed the grapes inside it. I filled his cup and placed it in his hands”. Joseph replied:


  “This is what it means: the three branches represent three days. Another three days and Pharaoh will give you your job back. You will once again fill his cup as you used to when you served him. Remember me when you are well again and ask Pharaoh to set me free, I would so like to see my father again. I’m Hebrew and was stolen from my country. I have done nothing wrong to be locked up here”. The cup-bearer was happy because he knew he was going to be set free. The baker understood that it was a favourable interpretation and decided to tell Joseph about his dream: “I also had a dream: there were three baskets of cakes on my head. In the top basket there were all the pastries that Pharaoh loves but the birds ate them.”


  Joseph replied: “This is what it means: the three baskets represent three days. In three days, Pharaoh will take you out of the jail and have you hung. The birds will eat the flesh on top of your head”.


  Indeed, the third day, Pharaoh celebrated his birthday! He set the cupbearer and the baker free during a great feast he held for all his officers. It was a huge celebration! Pharaoh took the cupbearer back at his service and put his cup in his hands. He hung the baker, just like Joseph had said. But the cupbearer forgot what Joseph had told him and did not speak to Pharaoh.
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  The lean cows and sheaths of wheat


  Two years later, Pharaoh had two dreams: he stood near the Nile river and saw seven cows come out of the river. They were beautiful, healthy and greasy and went to graze in the fields. Suddenly, seven emaciated, ugly and voracious cows emerged from the water, attacked the seven fat cows and devoured them in horrendous suffering. The more they devoured the fat cows, the leaner they became.


  Pharaoh then woke up. He went back to sleep and had a second dream: seven splendid sheaths of wheat rose from the ground.


  They were golden, fat and healthy. Seven withered, burned and old heads of wheat grew on the same spot. The dried wheat surrounded the healthy grain and quickly engulfed it into the soil. Pharaoh woke up, worried and troubled.
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  He called all the magicians, sorcerers and wise men of Egypt.


  He invoked all his gods and told them about the dreams he had had. No one could explain what these dreams meant.


  So the cupbearer spoke to Pharaoh and explained that a young Hebrew slave interpreted the dream of the baker and his as they lingered in prison. His interpretation was exact and precise. The baker was hung and the cupbearer resumed his service with Pharaoh.


  Pharaoh was surprised that a young Hebrew slave in prison could interpret such dreams. He called Joseph to the palace.


  Joseph hurriedly prepared to meet Pharaoh. The latter told Joseph: “I had a dream and no one in Egypt can interpret it.”


  Joseph told Pharaoh: “I do not interpret the dreams, God does! The God of heaven and earth will interpret Pharaoh’s dream.”


  Pharaoh told Joseph his two dreams. Joseph interpreted Pharaoh’s dreams: “Pharaoh did not have two dreams, he only had one!”
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  God told Pharaoh what he will accomplish: there will come seven years of profusion, countless births in the cattle. The seven fat cows and golden heads of wheat represent these seven years. Then will come seven years of a terrible and deathly famine. This famine and drought will dry up everything in the land! It will lead to immense suffering. These seven years are represented by the seven lean cows and withered heads of wheat. If the dream happened twice, it means that something will happen for certain. Pharaoh was sad and lost, and did not know how to face such disaster.
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