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    Murder Before Evensong was first performed at the Watermill Theatre, Newbury, on 25 September 2026, with the following cast:


    
      
        	
          CANON DANIEL CLEMENT

        

        	

        	
          Ian Hallard

        
      


      
        	
          ALEX DE FLOURES /

          HARVEY PORTEOUS

        

        	

        	
          Ajani Cabey

        
      


      
        	
          AUDREY CLEMENT /

          KATH SHARMAN

        

        	

        	
          Caroline Gruber

        
      


      
        	
          BERNARD DE FLOURES /

          NED THWAITE /

          EDGY LIVERSEDGE

        

        	

        	
          David Hounslow

        
      


      
        	
          HONORIA DE FLOURES /

          DORA SHARMAN /

          ANNE DOLLINGER

        

        	

        	
          Kate Russell-Smith

        
      


      
        	
          DS NEIL VANLOO /

          ANTHONY BOWNESS

        

        	

        	
          Jaz Singh Deol

        
      


      
        	
          STELLA HARPER /

          MARGARET PORTEOUS

        

        	

        	
          Julie Teal

        
      


      
        	
          THEO CLEMENT /

          NATHAN LIVERSEDGE

        

        	

        	
          Alex Wilson

        
      


      
        	
          Director

        

        	

        	
          Paul Hart

        
      


      
        	
          Set & Costume Designer

        

        	

        	
          Ceci Calf

        
      


      
        	
          Lighting Designer

        

        	

        	
          Charly Dunford

        
      


      
        	
          Sound Designer & Composer

        

        	

        	
          Steven Atkinson

        
      


      
        	
          Video Designer

        

        	

        	
          Rachel Sampley

        
      


      
        	
          Intimacy Director

        

        	

        	
          Foxy

        
      


      
        	
          Associate Director

        

        	

        	
          Lilac Yosiphon

        
      


      
        	
          Dialect Coach

        

        	

        	
          Mary Howland

        
      


      
        	
          Company Stage Manager

        

        	

        	
          Cat Pewsey

        
      


      
        	
          Deputy Stage Manager

        

        	

        	
          Katy Ross

        
      


      
        	
          Assistant Stage Manager

        

        	

        	
          Grace Hancock

        
      


      
        	
          Assistant Stage Manager

        

        	

        	
          Holly Davies

        
      


      
        	
          Stage Management Trainee

        

        	

        	
          Sam Fuller

        
      

    

  

  
    
      
    


    Characters


    CANON DANIEL CLEMENT, Rector of Champton St Mary’s


    HARVEY PORTEOUS, Margaret’s son


    MARGARET PORTEOUS, Lord de Floures’ assistant


    NATHAN LIVERSEDGE, a Gypsy, Edgy’s grandson


    BERNARD DE FLOURES, Lord of the Manor of Champton


    KATH SHARMAN, a former servant at Champton House


    DORA SHARMAN, a former servant at Champton House


    ANTHONY BOWNESS, Lord de Floures’ cousin and Champton archivist


    NED THWAITE, a retired teacher and local historian


    ALEX DE FLOURES, Lord de Floures’ artist son


    AUDREY CLEMENT, Daniel’s mother


    THEO CLEMENT, Daniel’s younger brother, an actor


    STELLA HARPER, owner of a local boutique


    ANNE DOLLINGER, Champton postmistress


    EDGY LIVERSEDGE, a Gypsy, gamekeeper at Champton


    DETECTIVE SERGEANT NEIL VANLOO


    HONORIA DE FLOURES, Lord de Floures’ daughter, Alex’s half-sister


    A Note on the Setting


    The play is set in 1988.


    It is designed to move fluidly from location to location with minimal furniture coming on and off as necessary.

  

  
    
      
    


    


    REVEREND RICHARD COLES


    The Reverend Richard Coles is an English musician, writer, broadcaster and Church of England priest. He read Theology at King’s College London, and after ordination worked as a curate in Lincolnshire, then in central London, before coming to Finedon in Northamptonshire, where he was a vicar for eleven years. He was the multi-instrumentalist who partnered Jimmy Somerville in the 1980s band The Communards, which achieved three Top Ten hits, including the Number 1 record and bestselling single of 1986, a club/dance version of ‘Don’t Leave Me This Way’.


    Reverend Richard Coles is regularly seen as a guest panellist on shows such as Would I Lie To You?, Have I Got News for You and QI and, from 2011 until 2023, was co-presenter on BBC Radio 4’s Saturday Live. Often described as Britain’s most famous vicar, Richard was the inspiration for the main character in the BBC hit comedy Rev, a programme for which he also served as consultant. In 2022, Reverend Richard Coles presented Good Grief?, a Channel 4 documentary exploring the subject of how to live positively with grief. From 2023 until 2025, Richard was also a co-host of the popular history podcast The Rabbit Hole Detectives. Currently, he frequents radio and TV, having competed in Strictly Come Dancing, Celebrity Masterchef, I’m A Celebrity… Get Me Out of Here! and The Great Celebrity Bake Off.


    Richard is the author of Fathomless Riches, Bringing in the Sheaves, Lives and Legends of the Improbable Saints and The Madness of Grief, which was a Sunday Times bestseller. His children’s book, A Heist Before Bedtime, was published by Hachette Children’s in 2026 and is made up of stranger-than-fiction true stories of dastardly heists, daring escapes and best-laid plans. His debut mystery novel – and the first instalment in the No. 1 Sunday Times-bestselling Canon Clement series, Murder Before Evensong, was published by Hachette in 2022, followed by A Death in the Parish in 2023, Murder at the Monastery in 2024, Murder Under the Mistletoe and A Death on Location, both in 2025. The sixth instalment in the series – A Carol and a Killing – will be published later this year. Murder Before Evensong was adapted for television by Acorn TV and Channel 5 in 2025.


    PAUL HART


    Paul is the current Artistic Director and Joint CEO of the Watermill Theatre. Previously he was an Associate Director for the National Theatre, Donmar Warehouse, Propeller and the National Youth Theatre. He began his career as a trainee for Theatre Royal Haymarket. He has directed work on Broadway and around the world, for BBC radio and for drama schools including Rose Bruford, LAMDA, Oxford School of Drama and Guildhall. At the Watermill his directing credits include Chitty Chitty Bang Bang (2026), Jesus Christ Superstar (2025), Autobiography of a Cad (2025), Much Ado About Nothing (2024), The Lord of the Rings (2023), Notes from a Small Island (2023), Othello (co-director 2022), Spike (2022), As You Like It (2021), Camelot (2020), Kiss Me, Kate (2019), Macbeth (2019 UK tour/Wilton’s Music Hall), Sweet Charity (2018), A Midsummer Night’s Dream (2018 UK tour/Wilton’s Music Hall), The Borrowers (2017), Twelfth Night (2017, Wilton’s Music Hall/UK tour), Crazy for You (2016/UK tour 2017), Journey’s End (2014), The Tempest (2012), Great Expectations (2011) and Heroes (2010). Other credits include The Lord of the Rings (Chicago Shakespeare Theatre/Sydney, Australia/Auckland, New Zealand and Singapore); Private Peaceful and Pope Joan (National Youth Theatre/West End); Huis Clos (Donmar Warehouse at Trafalgar Studios); How to Find Love in Three Easy Dreams and Odd Jobs (Pentabus Writers Festival). Recent awards include WhatsOnStage Award for Best Regional Production for The Lord of the Rings, UK Theatre Best Musical Production for Jesus Christ Superstar. The Watermill has been named joint winner of ‘Theatre of the Year’ in 2024 and 2026 by The Stage.


    SHAUN MCKENNA


    Shaun McKenna’s recent stage adaptations with Lin Coghlan include The Forsyte Saga (Park Theatre, RSC, UK tour), Cranford (Orange Tree) and the forthcoming Tales of the City. He has adapted eight Peter James novels for the stage since 2014, as well as the stage version of Ladies in Lavender. His play Rocky Road streamed from Jermyn Street Theatre during lockdown, and Exhibitionists (with Andrew Van Sickle) was the inaugural play at the new King’s Head Theatre. He wrote book and lyrics with Matthew Warchus for The Lord of the Rings (Drury Lane and several subsequent productions, including the Watermill Theatre, which is where he met Paul Hart). Other musicals include the forthcoming The Looking Glass Wars, Maddie, the Heidi trilogy and Lautrec. Radio includes Home Front, The Archers, Eleanor Rising, China Towns, Joseph Andrews Remixed, The Forsytes, The Complete Smiley, Me and Little Boots and Meeting Jack. His recent short film Meet Frankie has won several awards, and other TV and film credits include The Crooked Man, Like Father Like Son and Heartbeat.

  

  
    
      
    


    A Nick Hern Book


    This adaptation of Murder Before Evensong first published in Great Britain in 2026 as a paperback original by Nick Hern Books Limited, The Glasshouse, 49a Goldhawk Road, London W12 8QP


    This ebook first published 2026


    Murder Before Evensong (novel) copyright © 2022 Reverend Richard Coles

Murder Before Evensong (play) copyright © 2026 Paul Hart and Shaun McKenna


    Paul Hart and Shaun McKenna have asserted their moral right to be identified as the authors of this adaptation


    Cover image: Rebecca Pitt


    Designed and typeset by Nick Hern Books, London

    Printed in the UK by Mimeo Ltd, Huntingdon, Cambridgeshire PE29 6XX


    A CIP catalogue record for this book is available from the British Library


    ISBN   978 1 83904 649 0 (print edition)

    ISBN   978 1 80640 052 2 (ebook editon)


    CAUTION   This ebook is copyright material and must not be copied, reproduced, transferred, distributed, leased, licensed or publicly performed or used in any way except as specifically permitted in writing by the publishers, as allowed under the terms and conditions under which it was purchased or as strictly permitted by applicable copyright law. Any unauthorised distribution or use of this text may be a direct infringement of the author’s and publisher’s rights, and those responsible may be liable in law accordingly.


    Amateur Performing Rights   Applications for performance, including readings and excerpts, by amateurs in the English language should be addressed to the Performing Rights Department, Nick Hern Books, The Glasshouse, 49a Goldhawk Road, London W12 8QP, tel +44 (0)20 8749 4953, email rights@nickhernbooks.co.uk, except as follows:


    Australia: ORiGiN Theatrical, email enquiries@originmusic.com.au, web www.origintheatrical.com.au


    New Zealand: Play Bureau, 20 Rua Street, Mangapapa, Gisborne, 4010, tel +64 21 258 3998, email info@playbureau.com


    United States and Canada: Berlin Associates, see details below


    Professional Performing Rights   Applications for performance by professionals in any medium and in any language throughout the world should be addressed in the first instance to Berlin Associates, 7 Tyers Gate, London SE1 3HX, email agents@berlinassociates.com


    No performance of any kind may be given unless a licence has been obtained. Applications should be made before rehearsals begin. Publication of this play does not necessarily indicate its availability for amateur performance.

  
OEBPS/Images/pub.jpg





OEBPS/toc.xhtml


  

    Contents





    

      		Cover





      		Title page





      		Contents





      		Original Production Information





      		Murder Before Evensong





      		About the Authors





      		Copyright and Performing Rights Information



    



  



  

    Guide





    

      		Cover





      		Title page





      		Contents





      		Murder Before Evensong





      		About the Authors





      		Copyright and Performing Rights Information



    



  



OEBPS/Images/cover.jpg
Based on the novel by RE"ERENB RchARD COI.ES
Adapted by PAULHART anc SHAUN MCKENNA






