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			Introduction

		

		
			The California wine country is a region without distinct edges, which
				seems only appropriate given its global influence. From the northern tip of San
				Francisco Bay up the length of the Napa Valley and beyond, arcing over to the
				Russian River Valley to the fog-draped coastal Sonoma hills, then down the coast to
				the Carmel Valley and continuing south to Santa Barbara County, California’s wine
				country eschews definition as it continues to expand and evolve.

			In recent decades, the region has come to be defined by its lifestyle as
				much as its wines. It has developed its own ethos, one whose contemporary expression
				is creative, sustainability minded, art-filled and bathed in light. Highly refined
				yet without pretense, it has a youthful attitude and a decided sense of fun. Central
				to California living is the indoor-outdoor experience; today’s homes seamlessly
				integrate the region’s sublime scenery and climate with its cuisine and
				lifestyle.

			Each in our own way, we were destined to explore it. Heather was raised
				within the architecture community of Northern California, and went on to craft a
				career focused on translating the magic of architecture and design into words, both
				as the longtime marketing director for an international architecture practice and as
				a freelance writer. Chase came to the West Coast as a graduate student, in part to
				discover her fourth-generation California roots, and stayed to document the history,
				design, cuisine and art of the American West.

			When we met, we were both at work on books exploring different facets of
				the West’s vibrant architecture and design community. But one can’t live in the Bay
				Area without encountering a steady stream of wine country news, outings, cultural
				references and, yes, design. We were both keenly aware of the extent to which wine
				country architecture had evolved in recent decades, and we were drawn together in
				our wish to showcase the wine country’s unique lifestyle and sense of community.
				Indeed, as residents of the northern Bay Area, we are part of that community.

			Life in the wine country is a unique blending of agriculture and
				sophistication, lived outdoors amidst surroundings of prodigious beauty. Those drawn
				to make their home—or second home—in the wine country are often linked to the
				growing of grapes or the making of wine, but not always. Some simply bring with them
				a love of wine and the vitality of community it engenders. Indeed, the wine country
				is a small world, close-knit and supportive, where a pace of life more attuned to
				the land and seasons allows its residents to form deep bonds. This is a place where
				new residents rub elbows with families who have cultivated the land for generations. 

			Nothing has illustrated that spirit more than the response to the fires
				that have increasingly become a part of the cycle of life in California, burning in
				the wine country again and again. In each instance, people banded together,
				supporting one another in a way that only a truly connected community can do, and
				illustrating for us the resiliency that can come only from a deep connection to the
				land and its people. 

			Here, time is measured in seasons, and the notion of renewal is integral
				to understanding the sense of place. Some vineyards have been in place for over a
				hundred years, drawing nutrients from roots plunged deep into the sometimes
				difficult soil. But each year brings new growth, a new crop and new possibilities.
				So it goes with the people of the wine country, a blending of old and new, sharing
				an entrenched love of the land and the lifestyle. This likely explains why so many
				who establish second homes in the wine country tend to spend more and more time
				here, until the wine country becomes home and their more urban residence becomes a
				place to visit. 

			At Home in the Wine Country showcases work from many of the region’s top
				architects and designers. This virtual tour documents a native, terroir-derived
				style that has evolved dramatically since the days when the region looked to
				European chateaux for inspiration. The residences featured here comprise just a
				sample of the extraordinary breadth and depth of work being done today in the wine
				countries of northern and central California. From refined rustic to updated
				agrarian to unapologetically modern, the range of styles—as well as the varied
				approaches to managing environmental factors—is broad. While each project is the
				result of careful consideration of client, program and site, its starting point is
				always place. 

			Set within landscapes of extraordinary beauty, these homes also exist
				within a fragile environment. Since many dwellings are sited on hillsides within the
				wildland-urban interface, architects have become well-versed in design principles
				and practices that minimize impact on the existing environment and increase the
				structures’ resistance to fire. While several homes in our book were threatened by
				the most recent fires of 2020, all have survived thanks not only to the courage of
				first responders and community residents, but also to design and building practices
				that increased their resilience.

			Seventeen homes—plus four unique auxiliary structures, including a pool
				house, a party barn, and a dining pavilion with production gardens—laud wine-country
				living in an atmosphere of understated, family-focused hospitality.

			For one retiree, a sustainable structure with rammed-earth walls within
				an 18,000-acre eco-development near Carmel is a nature-focused forever home. Further
				north in Glen Ellen, a simple farmhouse-style weekend retreat represents the
				culmination of one designer’s career interpreting wine-country style as a transplant
				from the UK. In the hills overlooking Sonoma, a collection of boxes juxtaposes
				geometric black-and-white forms with disappearing walls against a verdant landscape.
				Set amid the vines on the floor of the Napa Valley, a cluster of buildings expresses
				California’s agrarian traditions while deftly incorporating a subtle nod to the
				architectural legacy of the famed Sea Ranch. On a forested hillside, a thoroughly
				contemporary abode is built as a transparent envelope from which to experience
				nature, and becomes an expression of the soul of both its place and its owners. A
				historic bungalow in downtown Sonoma retains its original charm while embracing an
				exuberantly modern addition for owners of a wine business. Perched on a hillside not
				far from downtown Napa, a simply rendered house overlooks vineyards with a sweeping
				view of the valley below, the result of one man’s lifelong passion for the work of
				East Coast icon Hugh Newell Jacobsen. 

			No work of this type is possible without a legion of architects, interior
				designers, contractors, landscape architects, engineers, sustainability consultants,
				lighting designers, art experts, artists and photographers. Without their
				creativity, passion, institutional knowledge and hard work, projects of this quality
				would never come to fruition. And none of it would appear in formats like this
				without homeowners willing to share their most intimate spaces. These are the places
				to which they retreat to rejuvenate, entertain and make memories, the places in
				which they can most be themselves. Yet they invite readers in so that these
				homes—beautiful, unique, responsibly designed and carefully crafted—can be seen,
				providing us all with pleasure and inspiration. 

			We couldn’t have created this book without their generosity of spirit and
				their respect for craft, nor could we do what we do without the editors, graphic
				designers and visionaries at Gibbs Smith Publisher. For that shared vision we are
				grateful.

			At Home in the Wine Country pays homage to a world and a lifestyle that
				is ever innovating, adapting and evolving. As is often the case with projects like
				this, the more we explore, the more we find. We are in awe of the talent and
				artistry assembled within these pages. We’re honored to be able to showcase these
				uniquely sophisticated place-based expressions of home in the wine country.
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			Calistoga 

		

		
			Vineyard’s Edge

		

		
			“In the wine country, every nook and cranny of the land is
				aesthetically interesting.” — Luke
					Wade
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			Architect Luke Wade says tramping around open land
					reminds him of his childhood in South Texas, when kids were allowed to
				disappear for hours or even days on a horse or with a backpack to fish, camp and
				build forts. Today, he and his wife, Ani Wade, create homes suitable for a wide
				range of ecosystems and microclimates, from redwood forests to fog-draped cityscapes
				to sun-drenched properties perched on the side of mountains or surrounded by
				vineyards on the valley floor. “In the wine country, every nook and cranny of the
				land is aesthetically interesting,” Wade says. “That’s what’s so amazing about
				California.” It makes sense, then, that every project begins with an exploration of
				site. 

			Becoming attuned to site was key to both Wades’ professional development;
				it carries through to everything the pair designs today. They met while working for
				Backen Gillam Architects. Both became lead designers at the firm, whose name is
				practically synonymous with California’s place-based architecture movement—one that
				elevates to an art the use of simple forms and natural materials to create
				unpretentious, timeless structures.

			It was this background that initially led Dave and Natalie Hagan to Wade
				Design. The Hagans, residents of southern California, first visited Napa while on
				their honeymoon thirty-five years prior. Instantly enamored, they became frequent
				visitors to the wine country and, in 2005, charter members of Calistoga Ranch. They
				would visit six times a year, each time exploring hidden byways on the motorcycle
				they kept there, discovering favorite wines and making friends along the way. Over
				the course of scores of visits to wineries and private homes, the Hagans fell in
				love with the look of ag-inspired modern farmhouses and contemporary barns. Then, as
				they were contemplating buying land and building a home, they visited Constant’s
				Diamond Mountain Vineyard, sited high in the Mayacamas Mountains overlooking
				northern Napa Valley. The vintners’ home, designed by Howard Backen, recalls Dave
				Hagan, “is very simple, essentially a one-room structure, and very indoor-outdoor,
				with sliding doors to the outside and phenomenal views. We said, ‘This is exactly
				what we’re talking about.’”
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			Dave and Natalie Hagan had a strong sense of what they wanted for their
				Napa Valley property. They sought out husband-and-wife architects Luke Wade and Ani
				Wade and contractor Total Concepts to create a home with a strong sense of place
				that would take full advantage of spectacular views of the Mayacamas and Mount St.
				Helena. In a nod to the region’s agricultural heritage, a two-story barn, which has
				a workshop and vehicle storage below and a yoga studio above, anchors the
				project.

		

		
			Having never lived in a home larger than 2,500 square feet, the Hagans
				understood their own needs and design preferences and were able to articulate how
				they lived within an interior; they even wrote up a requirements document for their
				initial meetings. Each member of the team they assembled—including contractor Total
				Concepts, interior designer Lauren Geremia and Ground Studio Landscape
				Architecture—was open to collaboration and the group meshed seamlessly. The Hagans
				knew they wanted a human-scaled home, one that would feel intimate when they were in
				residence as a couple but could easily accommodate their son and houseguests. And
				they understood that the focus had to be on embracing the extraordinary views of the
				Mayacamas and Mount St. Helena from their site among the vines on the Napa Valley
				floor. The result was a main house designed around the primary open living space and
				open to the outdoors on all sides, a three-suite guesthouse, a small pool house
				tucked up against mature trees on the far side of the pool, and a two-story barn.
				This would house a concrete floor garage and workshop and, upstairs, an airy yoga
				studio with a vaulted and beamed ceiling and big doors on either end to take
				advantage of the breezes. 

			The barn is the most visible component and defines the project, explains
				Luke Wade. In referencing the area’s agricultural roots, “The barn anchors the
				property and makes it right for its place.” The structure has a darker hue and a
				more rustic treatment than the house, as well as a more charismatic presence, but
				its themes are picked up in the residence, with exterior wood treatment and wood
				beams repeated in the open-plan living area and bedrooms. The home departs from the
				rustic, however, in its light, neutral palette within and without and stone floors
				on a grid that flow from the front door through the house and out onto the terrace.
				With slim-profile steel windows extending to the floor and flooding the rooms with
				light, bedrooms whose doors open directly outside, and a roofed and trellised
				terrace running the length of the structure on the north, one is immersed in nature
				at all times.

			Interior designer Lauren Geremia helped create a sensibility that would
				stand the test of time. “In a way,” she says, “the house is defined by its doors and
				windows. Because the floors are the same inside and out and the landscape and color
				palette flow inside and out, it feels blended into the landscape and really embraces
				the views. It has a cohesiveness. And it had to have staying power so that the
				clients would grow into it and love it just as much ten years from now.” 

			Both designer and architects credit Ground Concept’s naturalistic
				approach to the landscaping for linking the components together while integrating
				into the surroundings, including the vineyard to the north and an equestrian
				property to the east. The result is a serene retreat that consistently inspires,
				says the homeowner. “The views are spectacular and the layers of colors—in the
				palisades, the trees, the grasses, the vineyards—just breathtaking,” says Hagan. 

			“In our first year of retirement,” he adds, “we traveled a lot. We did a
				lot of ten-day trips and went to seven countries. But every
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			The Bird House

		

		
			
		

		
			
				[image: Photo of exterior of home.]
			

		

		
			
			
			
			
			
		

		
			
				[image: Photo of exterior of home.]
			

		

		
			
		

		
			
			
			
			
		

		
			
				[image: Photo of exterior of home.]
			

		

		
			
		

		
			
				[image: Photo of interior of home.]
			

		

		
			
		

		
			
				[image: Photo of interior of home.]
			

		

		
			
		

		
			
				[image: Photo of roof of home.]
			

		

		
			
		

		
			
				[image: Photo of interior of home.]
			

		

		
			
		

		
			
				[image: Photo of exterior of home.]
			

		

		
			
		

	OEBPS/image/Farmhouse_Reborn_18.jpg





OEBPS/image/New_Page_37_01.jpg





OEBPS/image/Hughes_15_HR.jpg
i >
= ——
i —
—

 TRE






OEBPS/image/Mod._Ag._New_Page_130-131.jpg





OEBPS/image/CS-160525_2744.jpg





OEBPS/image/9781423654957.jpg
ARCHITECTURE & DESIGN IN THE CALIFORNIA VINEYARDS

Heather Sandy Hebert and Chase Reynolds Ewald





OEBPS/image/Scott_Residence-FULL_RES1.jpg





OEBPS/image/Bird_House-Adam_Potts_Photo-FULL_RES1.jpg





OEBPS/image/Rustic_Estate_exterior_lighter.jpg





OEBPS/image/6348-MasterX.jpg





OEBPS/image/New_Page_41.jpg





OEBPS/image/New_Page_24-25_Larger_Adjusted.jpg





OEBPS/image/Page_14-15_Color_Adjusted.jpg





OEBPS/image/SD_Oldenbrook_Calistoga_072020_858.jpg





OEBPS/image/Field_Shawback_Zinfandel_Millman-0020_-3-.jpg





OEBPS/image/JRI.MtnHomeRanch_086.3.jpg





OEBPS/image/Page_92_Larger.jpg





OEBPS/image/Hughes_30_HRa.jpg





OEBPS/image/New_P_20-21_Color_Adjusted_P.jpg





OEBPS/image/Page_10-11_Larger_Adjusted.jpg





OEBPS/image/EmptyName_5.jpg
I \






OEBPS/image/8723-MasterAX.jpg





OEBPS/image/27_GreenCouch-Thornberry-437.jpg





OEBPS/image/Scott_Residence-FULL_RES22.jpg





OEBPS/image/6609-MasterX.jpg





OEBPS/image/Page_86_Larger.jpg





OEBPS/image/Chaise_Image-cropped_and_brightened.jpg





OEBPS/image/Farmhouse_Reborn_16.jpg





OEBPS/image/Page_73a_Larger.jpg





OEBPS/image/JRI.MtnHomeRanch_139.jpg





OEBPS/image/Page_18-19_Larger_Color_Adjusted.jpg





OEBPS/image/SD_Oldenbrook_Calistoga_072020_175.jpg





OEBPS/image/Page_76-77_New.jpg





OEBPS/image/Heather_Signature.jpg
Ue stuer Do~ Hepemr—





OEBPS/image/New_Page_60-Rustic_Estate_Opener.jpg





OEBPS/image/7618-MasterX.jpg





OEBPS/image/Hughes_45_HR.jpg





OEBPS/image/Page_88-89_Larger.jpg





OEBPS/image/Hughes_23_HR.jpg





OEBPS/image/Farmhouse_Reborn_13.jpg
n'I

i






OEBPS/image/Bale_Lane-Full_Res4.jpg





OEBPS/image/JRI.MtnHomeRanch_161.jpg





OEBPS/image/Page_73b_Larger.jpg





OEBPS/image/SD_Oldenbrook_Calistoga_072020_1097.jpg





OEBPS/image/3_GreenCouch-Thornberry-148.jpg





OEBPS/image/Scott_Residence-FULL_RES7.jpg





OEBPS/image/Hughes_05_HR.jpg





OEBPS/image/New_Page_37.jpg
)

At

|





OEBPS/image/7942A-MasterX.jpg
\

sl
7[R
Wk
mym
|| l T ] i
- NENTNENT] Im“n“ﬂlﬂlnlﬂmm mﬂﬂnn ll
S IIII illlllllllllllllllll'llllllllllllllllﬂllf INENNNNNNE e Illl
|lll llll LD

—1F [EELE) _EEI_WM\WI’ w;gmfr

SASTTIT LTI FFis

T/ ﬂ//lll_i_ijjii i

CLLLLLLA | ] ] ] ]






OEBPS/image/Scott_Residence-FULL_RES17.jpg





OEBPS/image/1_GreenCouch-Thornberry-056.jpg





OEBPS/image/Bale_Lane-Full_Res3.jpg





OEBPS/image/Hughes_22_HR.jpg





OEBPS/image/Farmhouse_Reborn_New_P_106.jpg





OEBPS/image/6218-MasterAX.jpg





OEBPS/image/JRI.MtnHomeRanch_022.jpg





OEBPS/image/Farmhouse_Modern_HR-4.jpg





OEBPS/image/SD_Oldenbrook_Calistoga_072020_1248.jpg





OEBPS/image/logo.jpg
>

GIBBS SMITH

R Rty rtongnfele bl S





OEBPS/image/New_Page_103.jpg
4 P

iSRS
c /-‘*:_






OEBPS/image/Shepanek.Exteriors_026.jpg





OEBPS/image/Hughes_02_HR.jpg
| JII“!l “"I"ﬂ“ I
—





OEBPS/image/Page_78_Brighter.jpg





OEBPS/image/Scott_Residence-FULL_RES6.jpg





OEBPS/image/16_GreenCouch-Thornberry-322.jpg





OEBPS/image/Page_12_Color_Adjusted.jpg





OEBPS/image/Shepanek.Exteriors_063.FINAL.jpg





OEBPS/image/JRI.MtnHomeRanch_100_1.jpg





OEBPS/image/New_page_73.jpg





OEBPS/image/26.jpg





OEBPS/image/New_Page_115.jpg





OEBPS/image/Page_17_Color_Adjusted.jpg





OEBPS/image/New_Page_38-39.jpg





OEBPS/image/Bale_Lane-Full_Res1.jpg





OEBPS/image/New_Page_114.jpg





OEBPS/image/Chase_Signature_P.jpg
C,HM&—-’BIV\N- \da = wada~





OEBPS/image/New_Page_52.jpg





OEBPS/image/Bird_House-Adam_Potts_Photo-FULL_RES6.jpg





OEBPS/image/New_Page_35.jpg





OEBPS/image/17_GreenCouch-Thornberry-348.jpg





OEBPS/image/SD_Oldenbrook_Calistoga_072020_1233.jpg





OEBPS/image/Page_79_Larger.jpg





OEBPS/image/Page_23_Color_Adjusted.jpg





OEBPS/image/Page_97_larger.jpg





OEBPS/image/Page_22_Color_Adjusted.jpg





