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DEDICATION

To every believer who has ever stood at a personal Bethel not knowing that the Lord was in that place, and to every child of God learning to move when the cloud moves and to rest when the cloud rests. May your spiritual eyes be opened, and may your life become a channel through which the flow of God reaches a waiting world.
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Surely the Lord Is in This Place
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	KEY SCRIPTURES: Genesis 28:16; Numbers 22:8-10; Exodus 3:1-5

"Surely the Lord is in this place; and I knew it not."

Genesis 28:16



	KEY INSIGHT

God's presence does not begin the moment we notice it. It was already there. Every chapter in this book is an invitation to wake up to a reality that never left.



God is always active, but we are not always aware of His activity. Jacob arrived at Bethel believing he had merely found a place to sleep for the night. He was tired, alone, and running from a brother who wanted him dead. Yet the place of his exhaustion became the place of divine revelation. Heaven was open, angels were moving, and God was speaking. Jacob simply did not know it yet.

This is not a story about an unusual man having an unusual experience. It is a description of how God relates to every one of His children. Living with God means awakening to His presence, discerning His movements, and aligning our lives with His purposes. It is not about drifting carelessly through life, nor about chasing every opportunity that looks attractive on the surface. It is about learning to move in step with the Holy Spirit, at His pace, in His timing, toward His purpose.

Two Men, Two Different Encounters with God

This book is built around two very different men who both encountered the living God. Jacob, in Genesis 28, met God at a place he did not choose and did not expect, and it changed the direction of his life. Balaam, in Numbers 22, sought God deliberately and received a clear answer, yet allowed personal desire to complicate his obedience to that answer. Between these two men we find nearly everything we need to understand about living in the flow of God: how presence is discerned, how instruction is received, how desire competes with direction, how interruption can be mercy, and how obedience is either strengthened or weakened by the condition of the heart.

Moses provides a third picture, one worth holding in view from the very first page. He was not searching for God when he turned aside to look at a burning bush that was not consumed. He was doing the ordinary work of tending sheep on a mountainside he had probably crossed a hundred times before. "And the Lord said, Moses, Moses... put off thy shoes from off thy feet, for the place whereon thou standest is holy ground" (Exodus 3:4-5). The ground had not changed. Moses had. What had been ordinary pasture became holy ground the moment his eyes were opened. This is the pattern this entire book will trace: the flow of God is available in the ordinary, and it is discerned by those willing to turn aside and look.

A Word to the Reader Before We Begin

This book is not a formula for guaranteeing outcomes. It will not teach you a technique that forces God's hand or promises that sensitivity to His presence will remove every hardship from your life. Scripture does not make that promise, and neither will this book. What Scripture does promise is that God is present, that He speaks, that He leads, and that a heart willing to listen and obey will find Him faithful, even when the road remains difficult. "For it is God which worketh in you both to will and to do of his good pleasure" (Philippians 2:13), and that working continues whether the season is a mountaintop or a wilderness.

Every chapter that follows is an invitation, not to a new doctrine, but to a renewed sensitivity. We will walk through Jacob's Bethel, Balaam's four confrontations with divine instruction, the cloud that governed Israel's movement in the wilderness, the river of the Holy Spirit that Jesus promised, and Peter's reluctant obedience at the house of Cornelius. Each of these stories was chosen because it shows a different dimension of the same truth: God is moving, and He invites us to move with Him. The flow of God is available to every believer willing to slow down long enough to notice it.

CHAPTER ONE

	[image: ]
	 	[image: ]


[image: ]

God Is Already in the Place
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	KEY SCRIPTURES: Genesis 28:10-17; Psalm 139:7-10; Acts 17:27-28; Exodus 3:1-5

"And Jacob went out from Beersheba, and went toward Haran... and he lighted upon a certain place, and tarried there all night, because the sun was set."

Genesis 28:10-11



	KEY INSIGHT

God is everywhere at all times, but His presence is not always manifested, perceived, or responded to in the same way. At Bethel, Jacob became conscious of a covenant revelation that had been true of that ground long before he arrived, though he had never yet perceived it.



The God Who Was Already There

Jacob did not invite God to Bethel. God was already there. The revelation was not the arrival of God but Jacob's awakening to a divine reality that had been true of that place all along. This is a truth every believer must settle deep in their spirit: the presence of God does not depend on our recognition of it. The dream did not summon a ladder that had not existed a moment before. It disclosed to Jacob, for the first time, the covenant purposes and heavenly activity that had already been at work around him, purposes his natural eyes had no capacity to perceive until God chose to reveal them.

It is worth being precise here, because the distinction protects the rest of this book from a common misunderstanding. Scripture speaks of God's presence in more than one sense. There is His omnipresence, the plain truth that He fills heaven and earth and is never absent from any place. There is His covenant presence with His people, His indwelling presence by the Holy Spirit in every believer, and His manifest presence, the moments when that ever-present God chooses to make Himself known in a way we can perceive. Jacob's omnipresent God did not become more present at Bethel. He became, for the first time, manifest to Jacob in that place. Every chapter that follows is concerned with this last category: the manifest presence of a God who was never actually absent.

There is a difference between God's presence and our awareness of His presence, and the difference matters more than most believers realize. Psalm 139 declares that there is no place we can flee where God is not already there, whether in the heights of heaven or the depths of the sea, whether in the light of day or the darkness of night. Bethel was not a special location that God visited occasionally, the way a traveling minister visits a city once a year. Bethel became special because Jacob's eyes were finally opened to what had always been true of that ground, and of every other ground he had ever walked on.

Why Difficult Places Often Become Bethel

It is worth pausing to notice where this happened. Jacob was not in a temple or a sanctuary. He was a fugitive, sleeping outdoors with a stone for a pillow, running from a brother who wanted him dead, carrying nothing but the clothes on his back and the weight of his own deception. Yet it was in this uncomfortable, uncertain, humiliating place that heaven opened. God often meets us most powerfully not in our comfort, but in our crisis. The wilderness season you are walking through right now may be the very Bethel where God intends to speak to you most clearly.

Consider Robert, a man in his early fifties who lost the only job he had ever known when the company he had served for twenty-six years closed its doors without warning. He described the weeks that followed as the darkest of his life. He had built his identity around being the provider, the dependable one, the man who never missed a mortgage payment. With no income and no clear next step, he began attending a weekday prayer service he had never had time for before, mostly because his mornings were suddenly empty. It was in that unglamorous, unemployed season, not in the years of steady paychecks, that Robert says he encountered God's voice with a clarity he had never known. The job loss did not cause the encounter. It simply removed enough noise for Robert to notice a presence that had been there all along. His Bethel was a folding chair in a nearly empty sanctuary on a Tuesday morning, at the lowest point of his working life.

The Noise That Blinds Us

Fear, disappointment, hurry, and anxiety can make us spiritually insensitive. Jacob was running in fear when he arrived at that place, his mind
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