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  Introduction


  by JAMES C. BRADFORD


  The Battle of Gettysburg marked the high tide of the Confederate war effort in the Civil War and proved to be the turning point of the war in the east. It was fought in July 1863, two and a half years after Southern states began seceding from the Union in reaction to the election of Abraham Lincoln, whose ascent to power—along with that of his fellow Republicans—threatened Southerners’ interpretations of the U.S. Constitution and the institution of slavery. The battle ended the last major Confederate invasion of the North and resulted in the loss by the Army of Northern Virginia of so many men, wagons, and horses that its commander, General Robert E. Lee, could never again launch a strategic offensive.


  [image: This famous portrait of Abraham Lincoln was taken by Alexander Gardner on November 8, 1863.]


  The Setting


  The road to Gettysburg was littered with thousands of dead from both North and South and the destruction of the reputations of commanding officers in both armies. Indeed, the spring of 1863 marked the start of the third and pivotal year of the Civil War as belligerents on both sides grew weary of the conflict and its attendant loss of lives.


  During the previous twelve months, Union armies had attempted to advance on the Confederate capital at Richmond, Virginia, first from the southeast and then from the north. In March 1862 Major General George B. McClellan launched the Peninsula Campaign, which was designed to outflank Confederate defenses in northern Virginia and to attack from the southeast. Using 389 vessels, the Union commander moved the 146,000-man Army of the Potomac by water from Alexandria and Annapolis to Fort Monroe, on the tip of the peninsula formed by the York and James Rivers. When they arrived, however, Major General John B. Magruder’s 13,000 Confederates ended Yankee hopes of a quick victory when they checked the advance of McClellan’s army at a series of earthworks they had hastily erected across the pen insula. General Joseph E. Johnston soon arrived to take overall command of Confederate forces in the Battle of Seven Pines (May 31), during which Johnston was injured. Robert E. Lee took command of Confederate forces and launched a series of offenses, the Seven Days Battles (June 25 to July 1, 1862) that led McClellan to retreat and President Lincoln to order the Army of the Potomac back to Washington.


  [image: Published in 1887 by L. Prang & Co., this unknown artist’s interpretation of the Confederate army’s advance at Gettysburg provides a sense of the battle’s size and scope.]


  With Richmond safe from the southeast, Lee rushed forces north to fend off an attack from the north by the Army of Virginia, led by Major General John Pope. A series of brilliant tactical moves by Lee culminated in the Second Battle of Manassas (August 28–30, 1862), a defeat so complete that the Army of Virginia was disbanded, its forces transferred to the Army of the Potomac and its commander, Pope, transferred to the Army’s Department of the Northwest in Milwaukee, Wisconsin. Confederate commander Robert E. Lee then reversed the tables on his Union opponents and crossed the Potomac River into Maryland, where he was defeated at the Battle of Antietam (Sharpsburg) (September 17,1862) and forced to return to Virginia.


  Displeased with McClellan’s failure to pursue Lee, President Lincoln turned command of the Army of the Potomac over to Major General Ambrose E. Burnside, who launched the third major Union thrust of the year on Richmond. Moving southeastward to bypass Lee’s defenses in northern Virginia, Burnside crossed the Rappahannock River at Fredericksburg, only to be thrown back across the river with great losses (December 11–13, 1862).


  West of the Allegheny Mountains, campaigning appeared equally inconclusive, if not quite as sanguinary. The new year of 1862 opened with Union forces capturing Fort Henry on the Tennessee River (February 6) and Fort Donelson on the Cumberland (February 16), but when they moved south under the command of Major General Ulysses S. Grant, they were checked at Shiloh near Pittsburg Landing (April 6) by Confederate forces commanded by General Albert Sidney Johnston, and forced to withdraw. That same month a Union army commanded by Brigadier General John Pope occupied Island No. 10 in Tennessee (April 7, 1862), and a Union naval squadron commanded by Flag Officer David G. Farragut took control of New Orleans (April 25, 1862), but Confederate forces retained command of the Mississippi River at Port Hudson and Vicksburg.


  In 1863 campaigning opened in the west with the Union maneuvering against the Confederate citadel at Vicksburg, resulting in a siege that began in May and continued into early July, finally resulting in a resounding Union victory for Major General Ulysses S. Grant. Meanwhile, in the east, the Army of the Potomac, now commanded by Major General Joseph Hooker, moved again to outflank Lee’s Army of Northern Virginia just west of Fredericksburg—only to suffer a demoralizing defeat at Chancellorsville (May 2–3) that left the Union high command in shambles. When word reached Lee that the 5,000 Federal troops at West Point (June 2) had withdrawn down the York River to Fort Monroe, he concluded that the Confederate capital was safe from that direction and began laying plans to invade the North by moving west of Washington to strike a decisive blow in Pennsylvania.


  The Approach to Gettysburg


  Following the death of Thomas “Stonewall” Jackson at Chancellorsville, Lee had reorganized his army into three corps, under Generals James Longstreet, Richard S. Ewell, and A. P. Hill, and had begun planning for the offensive he now judged possible. Leaving Hill’s corps opposite the Federal army on the Rappahannock, Lee sent those of Longstreet and Ewell toward the Blue Ridge Mountains and into the Shenandoah Valley to turn northward across Maryland and into Pennsylvania. Receiving reports that Lee was on the move, Hooker ordered Major General Alfred Pleasanton, two divisions of cavalry, and a brigade of infantry to reconnoiter the area around Culpepper, Virginia. Near Brandy Station (June 9) they met Major General J. E. B. Stuart and his Confederate cavalry, whom Lee had positioned to protect the flank of the units moving toward the Blue Ridge. In the largest predominately cavalry engagement in North American history, the two forces fought to a tactical draw; however, it amounted to a strategic victory for the Confederates because the Union forces withdrew without disrupting the


  [image: The Seventeenth New York Battery served from August 1862 through June 1865 in defense of Washington, DC. Captain George T. Anthony remained in command of this unit throughout its service.]


  

  

  Aftermath


  

  [image: Union Confederate Total Killed and Wounded July 1 5,400 5,600 11,000 July 2 9,000 6,000 15,000 July 3 3,300 4,700 8,000 Captured and Missing 5,400 5,200 10,600 TOTAL 23,100 21,500 44,600]


  

  

  

  

  This Hallowed Ground


  

  

  [image: Crowds gathered for dedication of Soldiers National Cemetery on November 19, 1863.]


  

  [image: CIVIL WAR TIMELINE 1860 1861 November 6 Abraham Lincoln elected president.December 20 South Carolina secedes from the Union. Mississippi, Alabama, Florida, Georgia, Louisiana, and Texas follow within two months.February 9 Confederate States of America (C.S.A.) forms, with Jefferson Davis as president.April 12 Fort Sumter attacked by Confederate army. April 17 Virginia secedes, followed by Arkansas, Tennessee, and North Carolina. April 20 Robert E. Lee resigns his commission in the U.S. Army.]


  [image: 1862 July 21 Battle of Bull Run (First Manassas) November 1 President Lincoln appoints George B. McClellan general-in-chief of the U.S. armed forces. January 31 Lincoln issues General War Order No. 1, calling for U.S. forces to advance by February 22. February 6 Major General Ulysses S. Grant captures Fort Henry in Tennessee, and Fort Donelson ten days later. April 6 and 7 Confederates surprise Grant at Shiloh; 23,000 men are killed or wounded in the fighting. April 24 Flag Officer David Farragut leads seventeen Union ships to take New Orleans.]


  [image: 1862 May 31 Battle of Seven Pines: Confederate General Joseph Johnston attacks near Richmond; the battle is inconclusive. June 1 General Robert E. Lee replaces Johnston and assumes command of the Confederate army. June 25�July 1 The Seven Days Battle near Richmond; McClellan begins withdrawal from the South. July 11 General Henry Halleck becomes general-in-chief of the Union army. August 29�30 Second Manassas: Generals James Longstreet and Stonewall Jackson defeat the Union Army of the Potomac. September 4�9 The Confederate army invades Harper’s Ferry, West Virginia. September 17 Battle of Antietam: 26,000 men are dead or wounded by day’s end. September 18 Lee’s army crosses the Potomac, withdrawing that evening to Virginia. September 22 Lincoln issues a preliminary Emancipation Proclamation.]


  [image: 1863 November 7 Lincoln replaces McClellan with Major General Ambrose Burnside December 13 Burnside is roundly defeated at Fredericksburg. January 1 Lincoln issues the formal Emancipation Proclamation, freeing all slaves in Confederate territories. January 25 Lincoln replaces Burnside with Major General Joseph Hooker. May 1-4 Lee defeats Hooker at Chancellorsville; Stonewall Jackson is wounded and dies on May 10.]


  [image: 1863 June 3 Lee begins his march to the North, entering Pennsylvania with 75,000 soldiers. June 28 Lincoln replaces Hooker with Major General George Meade. July 1�3 Meade defeats Lee at Gettysburg, turning the tide of the war. July 4 A six-week siege at Vicksburg ends with Confederate surrender to Grant. September 19�20 The Union Army of the Cumberland becomes trapped in Chattanooga, Tennessee, when it is defeated at Chickamauga. October 16 Lincoln appoints Grant commander of the West. November 19 Soldiers National Cemetery is dedicated at Gettysburg; Lincoln gives the Gettysburg Address. November 23�25 The Union army finally defeats the Confederates under General Braxton Bragg at Chattanooga.]


  [image: 1864 March 9 Lincoln appoints Grant general in chief. May 5�6 and 8�12 Battles in Wilderness and Spotsylvania turn the war in the Union’s favor; Major General William Sherman begins a march to Atlanta with 100,000 men. June 15 The nine-month Union siege of Petersburg begins.]


  [image: 1864 September 2 Sherman captures Atlanta. November 8 Lincoln is reelected president. November 15 Sherman begins the March to the Sea. December 5�16 55,000 Union troops defeat Major General John Hood’s army at Nashville. December 21 Sherman reaches Savannah and the sea, leaving a swath of destruction in his wake.]


  [image: 1865 January 31 The Thirteenth Amendment offi cially abolishes slavery. March 25 Lee’s forces in Petersburg attack Grant’s army, and are defeated in four hours. April 2 Lee evacuates Petersburg. Richmond is evacuated. April 9 Lee surrenders to Grant at Appomattox. April 14 John Wilkes Booth shoots Lincoln at Ford’s Theatre in Washington. Lincoln dies the next morning at 7:22 a.m. April 18 General Johnston surrenders to Sherman in North Carolina. May The C.S.A. reunites with the United States.]
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