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“The civil rights movement was a backlash and crusade against ages of slavery, discrimination, prejudice, and hate against minorities particularly African peoples.  It began with episodes like Rosa Parks and became a movement where finally all American peoples had equal rights and equal chances under law.”  -class discussion

“The American presidency is the greatest bastion of power the American nation knows.  It is at once both a kingship and an administrative post.  The American president commands more power than most kings of history.”    -class discussion

“Dreams are visions in the minds of men.  They are born of unknown processes and compel men to seek destinies greater than themselves.”  -class discussion

“When events and times happen, men will arise from obscurity to become stars of history, the movers and shakers of the moment.”    -class discussion

“Open your eyes to a wider world and the possibilities that you cannot see.”

-Career seminar talk
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Dedication
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This book had its inspiration in the political events of 2007-2009 and in student class discussion in political science at the University of Wisconsin.  In this time, Barack Obama went from an unknown US senator from Illinois to being a national and global figure who is now the US president.  He embarked on an “audacious” decision to run for US president.  He successfully received the Democratic nomination for president which no minority has ever done before.  He waged an epic battle with former First Lady Hillary Rodham Clinton for this nomination.  Clinton by herself was waging an epic struggle to win this nomination which also has never been done before.  Both these political leaders emerged as frontrunners in the “race” for this political position resulting in the elimination of all other contenders.  The grand political drama of all this made history in the United States and made the election of 2008 one of the most memorable in all US history.

This book is overall dedicated to the students of the University of Wisconsin.  They lobbied for the creation of this manuscript and it is hereby produced as an observation on the events of this time.  The events of these years made a grand memory in US history.  It has been a dream of US politics for so long that one day a president would be chosen who was either female or a minority person.  This dream had its realization in Obama and the epic campaign he waged in this time span.

Overall, this book is meant to be an account of Obama’s life up to the election and including his first term as president.  It is a general account of the events that occurred, however it lacks for much detail.  Knowing the full story of Obama’s election to the presidency probably will never be known.  Much of Obama’s story is filled with gaps that may continue to remain unknown.  Obama lived an epic life of sorts and much of what he has lived is probably forgotten by Obama himself.  Obama’s run for president was a courageous act and there were many chances for his campaign to falter.  However, he persevered and today won the ultimate prize of American politics.  His stay in the White House is a tale of high fantasy and anyone who serves in this place is living a fantastic life.  This book is attempting in its own small way to capture the “magic” of the moment and the struggle that was Obama’s campaign.  In the writing of this book, mistakes are sure to happen and I ask forgiveness for any you may find.  Please enjoy the journey of this book and please take time to know about the life and legend of Barack Obama, the man who lived this epic fantasy of US politics.  Thank you for reading.

Paul Voigtlander

Wisconsin, 2009

“Life is a grand mystery.  No one really understands it and perhaps no one ever will.  That’s why trying to understand it is so fascinating.  It’s a way to know ourselves.”

-Career seminar talk
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“Dreams are mysterious things that people have.  No one understands what they are, but their vision can consume a lifetime.”    -Career seminar talk
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Preface
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In 2008, a “miraculous event” took place in the United States of America.  This nation rose up and elected an African-American man to the presidency of the United States.  In the history of this country, only white male men of eminent rank in politics ever held this office.  For the first time in the over 200 years of US elections, this nation broke with historical tradition and chose a new and different man to hold this epical position of power.

The presidency is an office and political position known for grand power, great privilege, and being the bastion of the American nation and its politics.  It was created centuries ago by the Founding Fathers of the United States as a kind of “kingship” or “elected monarchy” intended to wield the power of a king in a democratic framework.  It was a position that was intentionally made powerful by precedence and Constitutional decree. Its holder is allowed to veto or approve laws, use the US military, act as a law enforcement official, be a diplomat, act as the US head of state, and use other powers of state.  It is a position that has been held by 43 men of differing backgrounds and mentalities.  Since then it has grown into this nation’s and the world’s preeminent position of world power and global influence.

The history of the presidency has been an epic story of America.  The men who have served as the president made epical and fantastic decisions that shaped the world.  They have been shaped by historical forces that molded their character and decided their policies.  The presidents have gone on to write epical documents, make speeches, issue decrees, and make decisions that still influence even now and in the future.  Theirs is a story of intrigue, monumental decision, national affairs, global issues, and current problems.  It is an office that has its highs and lows and bestows on each man who holds it a celebrity known for the ages.  It is a job unlike any other and one more incredible than anyone understands.

Today as of 2009, a new man named Barack Obama (Bah rock Oh bah mah) holds the position.  He brings with him a background in law, government service, and education that makes him a national leader on issues.  With his team of Biden, Hillary Clinton, his cabinet, and staff, he embarks on the monumental challenge of running the US government.  He is facing many difficult issues that will guide and shape his presidency.  In time, the presidency will go on to shape Obama himself.  In the pages of this book, we will explore the life journey of Obama and how he followed an unlikely path to the White House.  His life story is a kind of story about America.  It is a tale of intrigue, racial diversity, poverty and wealth, racism and acceptance.  Obama is the living example of the forces that made this nation and also “his” chapter of American history that is now being written.  

In this book, we will explore the saga of Obama’s life and explore how he arose from obscurity to become the first minority US president ever.

“A book has many chapters.  However you must turn the pages to get to the next chapter and of course to finish the book.”    -Library discussion talk

“The American Dream is a vision that a person can become rich, rise in rank, and control his destiny if he works hard, plays by the rules, and has a lot of luck.”

-Class discussion
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Introduction
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Before 2007, Barack Obama was known only to the people of Illinois.  He was a state senator who lived an upstanding life as an academic, lawyer, politician, and college student.  He arose from an interracial marriage of a Kenyan economist and American anthropologist researcher.  He grew up in Hawaii, Indonesia, and other places going to schools in many far and away locales.  He is a man born of the crossroads of numerous cultures like the following:  American, Indonesia, Hawaiian, African-American, and a smattering of the cultures of Kenya and the world.  Out of the intersection of these cultures emerged a man shaped by racial diversity and experience most never will know.  At once, he is a product of the American higher educational world combined with an experience of America of both rich and poor and of white and minority communities.  He is a highly educated man at home in both academia and the street, among college professors and the working class of American society.

In 2007, Obama made an audacious decision.  He chose to seek the presidency of the USA.  For people of minority heritage, this was an unheard of decision and most political analysts would believe this decision would be a boondoggle and nothing else.  However, Obama was a student of the presidency of George W. Bush.  He felt the many complaints and excesses this presidential administration is known for.  He undertook a “crusade” to change the political machinations of Washington DC if he only he could win election to the highest office of the land.  He began a campaign that he realized he could very well lose, but chose to do so anyway.  He championed the word, change and chose to embody it to change the apathy, despair, and excess that Washington politics is known for.

Obama waged a campaign for the Democratic nomination for president.  He had contenders in the likes of John Edwards, a former vice presidential candidate, Hillary Clinton, a former First Lady, and many others who had lived eminent careers in politics.  He crisscrossed the country making speeches, making appearances, and working to connect with the hopes and dreams of the American people.  He listened to the complaints and problems of America and sought to try to help those who could not help themselves.  He realized America was “broke” in many ways and he launched a campaign to “fix” America of its many woes that hurt too many people.

Obama went on to wage a campaign that changed America.  He crusaded for beneficial change to help America and now that he is president he has a chance to do that.  No one knows if he can “fix” America, but America gave him a trust and on him took a great chance.  The future awaits whether Obama can do what other politicians don’t seem able to do or perhaps no one can do at all.

In this book, we will take a look at the story and adventure of Obama’s life.  We will examine his life’s chapters and hopefully we can get an insight into Obama himself.  What drives a man like him to want to be president?  Perhaps no one can say as really no one knows, perhaps not even Obama himself.  But whatever the truth, an effort must be made to understand the man who changed America and in some sense is writing one of the greatest chapters of American history.  This in itself is the only reason why if there is no reason at all.

“A journey of a thousand miles begins right where you stand.”

-Chinese proverb

Obama’s Story

Barack Hussein Obama II (Junior) was born in 1961 to a union of Barack Hussein Obama Sr. and (Stanley) Ann Dunham.  He grew up in many schools and at the crossroads of many cultures.  He would live at times in Indonesia with his mother and Lolo Soetoro and in Hawaii with his mother’s parents.  His youth years are described as largely colorless growing up as a black student named “Barry”.  He would pass his time with parties, beach living, surfing, hanging out, basketball, sports, and local life.  He grew up largely sheltered from world problems and learned to speak Indonesian from his kid years.  He went to colleges like Occidental, Columbia, and Harvard, among some of America’s most eminent institutions of higher education.  From there, he lived a life as a politician, academic, involved community member, law professional, crusader for the troubled, and social activist.  In time, he would seek a connection with his father’s culture in Kenya, but learned to accept a wider world of cultures around him.  Later, he would run for a political seat in Illinois and then seek election to the US Senate.  From there, he would be persuaded to run for president and despite all the odds against him, he would win election to this unique position of political power.  We begin our analysis of Obama’s life where all life stories begin and where every historical figure has a beginning.  We start our journey at Obama’ beginning when he first entered the world.

“Life is a journey.  Let the journey begin.  Where will you go?”

-class discussion

Overview of Obama’s Journey

Obama is today as of 2008-2012 living a “fantasy” of an American political life.  He won election to the US presidency, an achievement only a few people have ever done.  To be the US president is a dream of American politics and society, something only a few will ever realize.  Obama’s life up to the election is the story of a young African-American finding his way in American and world society.  A brief overview of his life’s chapters and dramas are the following (displayed in chronological format):

1960.  In this year, American anthropology student Ann Dunham meets Kenyan economics student Barack Obama Senior in a Russian language class in Hawaii.  They strike up a relationship, marry, and have a baby son named Barack Hussein Obama Jr.

1961.  In this year, Obama is born to the union of Barack Obama Sr. (Kenyan economist) and Ann Dunham (anthropology student, American) on February 2, 1961.  Dunham carries the pregnancy of Obama and goes to Kapiolani Medical Center for his birth.  For the next four years, he will live as a baby and toddler under the care of Dunham and his father will part ways with Dunham and the baby Barack Obama Jr (baby Barry).  Obama is known to weigh only a few pounds at birth and is described as a fragile baby.

1962.  Obama is still a baby under the care of Dunham.  Dunham juggles a career in anthropology and raising the baby Obama.  Her life is hectic with study, research, living, and caring for a baby called “Barry”.  Dunham is a young feminist and idealist, she latches on to men who are students and college educated.  She entrusts “Barry” to daycare and her parents for babysitting.

1963.  Obama is growing into a small toddler under the care of Dunham.  His parents separate in this year due to differences.  Obama is learning to speak and play games.

1964.  Obama reaches his third birthday under the care of Dunham.  His parents decide to divorce in this year.  Obama Sr. decides not to contest the divorce and goes off to study at Harvard University.  He later gains an economics degree and goes back to his native Kenya for a career in economics.

1965.  He turns four, but could have been entered into pre-school.  This was not to be however and he is under the care of Dunham still.

1966.  He is enrolled in kindergarten at Hawaii’s Noelani Elementary School.  He takes to playing games, learning the alphabet, counting, and engaging in “show and tell”.

1967.  Dunham takes then first grader Obama to live in Indonesia with her friend Lolo Soetoro.  He is enrolled in Besuki School in Jakarta, Indonesia.  Dunham goes on to have a daughter in Maya Soetoro by Lolo Soetoro.  Maya will be raised alongside Obama as brother and sister.  Obama will play on the streets of Jakarta, get tied up to a pole by kids, and being called names.  He takes it in stride as just being a kid.

1968.  Obama will attend Besuki and St. Francis Assisi schools in Indonesia.  Obama takes to playing kid games, but gets taunted and teased by other kids.  Meanwhile Indonesia passes from the control of Suharto to Sukarno.  Obama lives a sheltered life away from poverty, war, and strife afflicting the world in the 1960s.

1969.  He is still living in Indonesia.  Obama goes on to have a kid dream of being president of the USA, but this is dismissed later on as this is a “wild fantasy” for most people especially kids.  Obama lives in the Soetoro-Dunham household and for the most part lives distantly from Soetoro.  Obama is an able student and learns to speak Indonesian as well as absorb Indonesian culture.

1970.  He is still living in Indonesia.  Dunham and Soetoro have a falling out and part ways.  Meanwhile Dunham returns home to Hawaii and Obama goes along.  He goes to live with his grandparents in Madelyn and Stanley Dunham on Beretania Street in Honolulu, Hawaii.  The Dunham parents take to caring for Obama as a member of their household.  Obama plays on the beach and finds a relationship with his grandfather.  He is enrolled in Punahou High School where he will stay till 1979.

1971.  Obama will attend Punahou School till 1979.  Punahou School is multi-ethnic with people like whites, Japanese, and others attending.  He feels outcast here, but learns to accept the culture of the school and finds a place in it.  His father Barack Obama Sr. comes to visit him, but will only do so once in his life.  Obama is called by the nickname “Barry” while in school.  At times he identifies himself as Barry Soetoro or Barry Obama.  Obama is told he has an extended family in Kenya by his father’s side.  He is not raised with them, but later travels to Kenya to meet with them when he is older.

1972.  Obama rises through the grades going from junior high to senior high school.  He recognizes that he is somehow a misfit among Asians and whites in this school.  Obama takes to reading about Africans, racism, democracy, and black nationalism.  Obama lives in Hawaii and absorbs the local life in Honolulu.  He will visit the beach, hangout with friends, play basketball, go swimming, and live his high school kid life.

1973.  Obama makes friends and lives the life of a student here.  Obama gets good grades, but like many youth falls into drugs and drinking.  He later swears this off, but regrets this as a moral failure from long ago.  He learns to like surfing and Hawaii.

1974.  Obama gets older and takes to sports and body boarding.  Meanwhile basketball becomes a part of his life and he dreams of being a professional player.  Obama takes to watching basketball and likes the exploits of Wilt Chamberlain and other stars.

1975.  Obama now enters the 9th grade and later joins the Punahou high school basketball team.  He gets high grades and makes some friends.

1976.  Obama now enters the 10th grade.  Obama long realized that he was a product of an interracial marriage, but he never let that bother him too much.  He tried in life to fit in with American black culture and sought friends who were like him.

1977.  Obama now enters the 11th grade.  Obama proved to be a very good student and later decides to enter college.

1978.  Obama now enters the 12th grade.  Obama applies to college and is accepted to Occidental College.  It is a multi-ethnic college of a community Obama is used to.  He enters this college and pays for it with gifts, loans, and income from jobs.

1979.  Obama would stay at Punahou through 1979.  He graduates in that year.

1980.  Obama leaves for California to enter Occidental College.  He is now an adult, without direction, and decides to get into partying, hanging out, taking classes, and fitting in with black culture.  He lives in Los Angeles and absorbs city life.  He identifies with black culture and seeks the company of black clubs and social groups.

1981.  Obama would go to “Oxy” and major in political science.  Obama’s life here is largely colorless as he is now adult and free from living with his grandparents.  He majors in political science, but wanders from class to class absorbing college life.

1982.  Obama’s father would die in a car accident in Kenya.  Obama’s father would get into a career in economics in Kenya.  His life takes a turn for the worst when he gets involved in depression and problems.  Meanwhile he grows distant from his son and the young Barry wishes he had known him more closely.

1983.

1984.

1985.

1986.

1987.  Obama’s stepfather Lolo Soetoro would die of liver failure.  Obama had a distant relationship with Soetoro while living in Indonesia and no long standing relationship endured because of Dunham.

1988.  Obama will take a vacation trip to Europe and then travel to Kenya to meet his extended family.  He takes to learning about Kenya, the Luo tribe, Islam, and later absorbs the local culture.

1989.

1990.

1991.

1992.  Obama’s grandfather, Stanley Dunham would die in this year.  Obama when he was younger would go to the beach with Stanley Dunham.  Their relationship is described as close, but of two different ethnic groups.

1993.

1994.

1995.  Ann Dunham would tragically die of cancer in 1995.  Both Dunham and Obama would remain close over the years as mother and son.  However Dunham acquired cancer and could not find a cure, she died of this disease and her ashes were scattered on Lanai Lookout.  Meanwhile Obama develops a close relationship with Maya her sister, a condition that will endure for years after.

1996.

1997.

1998.

1999.

2000.  In this time, a presidential race between Gore and Bush occurs.  On election day, the election is thrown into limbo as Florida cannot decide its election, the Supreme Court resolves this and Bush is elected president.

2001.

2002.  Obama serves as an Illinois state senator.

2003.  Obama serves as an Illinois state senator.

2004.  Obama auditions for the role of speech giver at a political convention and demonstrates his speaking skills to Senator John Kerry.  Obama is selected by Senator John Kerry, presidential nominee to give the keynote address at the Democratic National Convention.  This act propels him to fame nationally and he wins election to the US Senate.  Meanwhile the ticket of Kerry-Edwards loses the presidential election and George W. Bush is reelected president.  Obama runs a campaign for US Senate against Alan Keyes and defeats Keyes handily.

2005.  Obama serves as a first term US senator from Illinois.

2006.  Obama serves as a first term US senator from Illinois.  He obtains a voting record as the most liberal senator (progressive Democratic voter).

2007.  Obama takes a chance to declare he is running for president.  He knows it’s a long shot and that the USA has never elected a minority president.  This does not perturb him as he is encouraged to run by minorities and people who think change is needed in Washington DC.  Obama since he is living in Illinois and Lincoln was from here stylizes himself as a “new Lincoln” in announcing his run for president.  Meanwhile Hillary Clinton (former first lady) serves as a US senator from New York, she makes a decision to run for president.  Both build campaign “machines” able to sweep away all contenders and they compete against each other for the nomination.  Its felt that whoever wins the nomination could later win the presidency.  Obama campaigns across America arousing college students, giving speeches, collecting donations, and claiming that “change” must come to Washington DC.  Meanwhile McCain is marching towards the Republican party nomination and he is left wondering who he will choose as his vice presidential running mate.

2008.  Obama’s grandmother, Madelyn Dunham would die in this year.  Obama famously runs for president.  He tries to win the Democratic presidential nomination, but must compete with the likes of John Edwards and Hillary Clinton.  He builds a campaign machine driven by minority involvement that sweeps away all challengers and he wins the nomination.  His campaign is flooded with money and minority volunteers crusade to get out the word on Obama.  In Kenya, Obama becomes a fad among youth there.  He chooses Senator Joe Biden of Delaware, bypassing Hillary Clinton (the favorite of the time) as his vice presidential “running mate”.  Together they organize the campaign called Obama-Biden and Biden says to Obama that he wants to participate in his decisions.  He adopts the campaign slogans “Change we can believe in” and “Yes we can”.  Meanwhile Senator John McCain of Arizona wins the Republican nomination and makes the stunning decision to choose Alaska governor Sarah Palin as his running mate.  Various third parties choose their candidates among them activist Ralph Nader and Cynthia McKinney, political star.  Election Day of 2008 was a momentous day where Obama gained enough votes to win the presidency.  Obama went on to give a speech acknowledging his victory in Chicago, a day that will be long remembered.  After winning the election, Obama goes about planning his transition and takes a train trip with Obama to Washington DC.  Both Obama and Biden resign their seats in the US Senate.  Obama will meet with outgoing President George W. Bush on issues and discuss the transition.  Michelle Obama will meet with First Lady Laura Bush over the transition.

2009.  In this time, Obama takes the oath of president and George W. Bush exits the White House.  His Inauguration on January 20th is a grand display with parades, epic speeches, parties, and a fiesta atmosphere sweeping the USA and much of the world.  He undertakes the duties of the president and is faced with monumental problems like unemployment, taxes, the war in Iraq, and terrorism.  He is awarded the Nobel Peace Prize.  Obama chooses a “cabinet” composed of famous and influential Democratic Party stars.  He chooses his rival Hillary Clinton as secretary of state.  He later selects Hispanic female judge Sotomayor for the US Supreme Court.  His wife Michelle becomes the US First Lady and is plunged into this role.  Biden moves into the vice president’s residence and undertakes his duties.  Obama is given a dog named Bo and Michelle’s mother moves into the White House as a “mother” for daughters Sasha and Malia.  Sasha and Malia are enrolled in Sidwell Friends School and Obama travels the world.  Obama passes his first year with deficit spending, stimulus spending, giving speeches, and crusading against the many problems that afflict the USA and parts of the world.  In this time, Obama appears for a famous photograph with all the living ex-presidents.

2010.  Obama completes his first year as president.  He is troubled by rising deficits, unemployment, foreign affairs, and the numerous formalities of the US presidency.  The year goes off as does past years beset with familiar problems and tragedies.

2011.

2012.

“Every king had to begin as a baby.  From there a baby will grow up, learn the ways of the royal court, and in time replace the monarch of before.”  -class discussion

——The Origin of Barack Hussein Obama II (Junior)——

Obama would be born in 1961.  He spent his early youth years living in Hawaii and then in Indonesia going to several local schools there.  His life was basically sheltered being cared for by Ann Dunham (his mother) and Lolo Soetoro.  He grew up in a time known for Vietnam, the presidencies of JFK and LBJ, and the high turbulence of this era.  To better understand this interesting era, presented here is a discussion on the 1960s era, sometimes referred to as the “swingin’ 60s”.

“The sixties was a time when America had to treat all people equally and it got itself in a war that proved to be a great fiasco.”      -class discussion

——-Discussion on the 1960s Decade——

The 1960s

In this time span, the USA was lead by John F. Kennedy and America was entering a time of turbulence not seen since World War 2.  This decade saw the space race, Moon Landing, Cuban Missile Crisis, Cold War, Vietnam, protests, revolutions, civil rights struggle, and much more.  Eminent people in this time were JFK, LBJ, Nixon, Martin Luther King, Elvis Presley, Marilyn Monroe, Khruschev, Brezhnev, Castro, dictators, Communist figures, and so on.  The legacy of this time still affects America and the world and many dramas begin here that still go on.  In the flux and tragedy of this era, a baby named Barack Obama enters the world and begins his journey.  Excerpts on this epic and tragedy riddled era are:

-The world was divided into two “power blocs” called East and West.  The East was the Communist world of the Soviet Union, China, and Communist nations.  The West was the USA, Canada, and nations of Western Europe (capitalist bloc).  Both East and West waged a “struggle” for international prestige and control called the Cold War.  Its thought the Cold War could erupt into World War III (nuclear war), but famously never did so.  The world’s nations lived in the shadow of the domination of the US and USSR in this era.

-America was sentimental to electing Eisenhower to a third term, but did not.

-Nixon went from being an obscure US senator to serving two terms as Eisenhower’s vice president during the 1950s.  Later on, he would win election to the US presidency, but resign in disgrace due to Watergate.  He was replaced by Gerald Ford.

-Eisenhower would leave office and support Nixon as president.  Nixon went from running for president and then failing to living a quiet life out of politics for years.  He would later return to run for president again and winning in 1969.

-John Fitzgerald Kennedy would rise from the wealthy Kennedy family and then be elected to the US presidency with Johnson as his vice president.  He would serve for only three years inaugurating a time of a celebrity and socialite president.  He would later be tragically killed and be replaced with Johnson.

-Both JFK and Nixon run for president in 1960 with JFK winning the election.

-Both JFK and Nixon would appear on a television debate.

-JFK was assassinated by Lee Harvey Oswald and was replaced by LBJ.

-The JFK assassination stunned America for the time.  The loss of so young and popular of president was a shock that gripped America in this time.  Oswald was later arrested and was infamously shot to death by Jack Ruby.  Controversies continue over this event in that it may have been a conspiracy and others had secretly participated in the assassination.  Please study this epic tragedy of US history.

-Lyndon Johnson was president and defined this decade with his policies.

-Lyndon Johnson from Texas would rise from being a US senator to being JFK’s vice president.  He would go on to have animosity with the Kennedys, but would be elevated to it after JFK’s death.  Johnson enacted civil rights laws and devised a program of legislation called the “Great Society”.  He would escalate the Vietnam War and this would lead to rising unpopularity.  He would decide not to run for reelection in 1969.

-Lady Bird Johnson, Johnson’s First Lady would go on to a career as a star and famous figure in American society.

-Barry Goldwater, US senator from Arizona would run for president and narrowly misses being elected as Johnson won.

-Jackie Kennedy goes into retirement and becomes a celebrity.  Jackie O as she was called was JFK’s First Lady.  She was a young woman who defined an age of idealism, fashion, and trends in a presidency that went by the nickname of Camelot.  She had two children and the JFK family was touted as America’s ideal family.  Jackie O would marry the famous millionaire Onassis and hence would be referred to as Jacqueline Kennedy Onassis.  Kennedy’s children would go on to famous lives and are named Caroline and JFK Jr.

-Robert Kennedy was a famous brother of JFK, a US senator, an attorney general, and sometime competitor with Johnson.  He sought the US presidency in 1968 and was famouly assassinated.  His other brother of Edward (Teddy) Kennedy would become a longtime US senator and potential presidential candidate afterwards.  Since then no Kennedy has ever won election to the US presidency.

-Ted Kennedy would go on a drive with friend Mary Jo Kopechne.  They would get involved in an accident that would kill Kopechne at a place called Chappaquiddick.  This drama would haunt Kennedy’s life as its thought it would ruin his chances to become president even though he sought for it later on.

-Nixon again runs for president in 1969 and wins election.

-The Berlin Wall is built infamously.

-The United Nations under U Thant strives to broker peace deals.

-The Cuban Missile Crisis occurs almost beginning a nuclear war.

-The Cuban Missile Crisis was an infamous intrigue of this era.  The Soviets were secretly installing nuclear missiles in Castro’s Cuba.  Then President Kennedy demanded the Soviets pull out the missiles and Soviet leader Khruschev refused.  This lead to a crisis where the world was on the brink of a nuclear war.  Eventually, this crisis was solved through negotiations and concessions on both sides.  The reader is encouraged to study this famous episode that almost began World War III.

-Castro remains in power in Cuba despite the Bay of Pigs episode to overthrow him.  Castro would remain in power up through the 2000s era.  Its thought that Castro going communist made him a “thorn” to the USA.  There are rumors that the American intelligence agency CIA ran an effort to overthrow him in some way.

-A revolutionary in Cuba called Che Guevara would arise.  He would become famous over his communist adventures and die in Bolivia later on.

-Marcos would rise to power in the Philippines.

-The Tsar Bomba event takes place in the Soviet Union.

-Francis Gary Powers would be shot down over Russia flying a U-2 plane.  He would be put on trial and this would cause embarrassment to the USA.

-It’s thought the American intelligence agency CIA would engage in secret intrigues like assassinations, plots, secret wars, and spy intrigues in this time.

-Fears of a nuclear war intensify in this time and the world grows fearful.

-Khruschev is the leader of the Soviet Union and is known for his intrigues.

-Khruschev would be deposed and be replaced by Brezhnev.

-The Dominican Republic would fall under control to Trujillo.

-Charles De Gaulle would become leader of France.

-Germany after World War 2 was split into communist and capitalist zones become East and West Germany.  Berlin would be split into East and West versions as well.  Eastern Europe at this time was largely communist.

-The Prague Spring was an attempt to protest communism.

-Golda Meir would lead the nation of Israel.  This nation would conflict with Arab nations leading to calls for Israel’s destruction.

-J. Edgar Hoover would lead the FBI.

-Escaped Nazis from World War 2 would be hunted for war crimes.

-Hirohito would remain emperor of Japan.  Japan would rebuild from World War 2 to become a dominant power in technology and business.

-The space race ensues with men like Gagarin, Glenn, Leonov, and so on.

-Yuri Gagarin would become the first man in space.  Tereschkova would become the first woman in space.  People who gain fame from the space race are Grissom, Glenn, Armstrong, Slaten, Aldrin, and many others.

-Werner Von Braun, a leading Nazi rocket scientist would join NASA and become a rocket and missile designer in the USA.

-Both the US and USSR would launch satellites, send probes to the Moon, and do “space firsts” to compete for international prestige with each other.

-Attempts to send signals to alien beings would occur by Frank Drake.  UFOs would become a sensational fad in this time.  Carl Sagan begins his epic career in science, SETI, space exploration, and science writing.

-A “Moon race” would occur where both the US and USSR had plans to send men to the Moon.  The US won this race and the Soviet version proved dismal.

-The Moon Landing occurs.  In 1969, three astronauts would go to the Moon and land on it.  Neil Armstrong is famous for his epic drama of walking on the Moon and his famous comments.  This episode is known for causing a world sensation in space and that day, the whole world seemed to stop to watch this spectacle.  This drama was the realization of an age-old dream to walk on this world and it is in some sense one of the grandest dramas of all time and of history itself.

-The Beatles appeared causing a sensation in music.  This band would go on to become a cult sensation known as the British Invasion.  Their music and their band members defined this decade and continue to be enormously popular.

-Famous musical stars of the era are Elvis, the Beatles, and many more.

-Marilyn Monroe is known for her famous beauty career and then dies.

-The Kent State incident occurs leading to controversy.

-College students in this time take to social activism and involvement with drugs.

-Youth fads of the time were hula hoops, basketball, drugs, and beatniks.

-Charles Manson engages in his epic crimes.  The “Manson Family” was an infamous group with Manson in charge.  They would commit murder and other crimes leading to convictions and many infamous moments.

-Color television appears and many TV shows are made.

-The civil rights movement intensifies under Martin Luther King.

-The civil rights movement would grow into an intense struggle in America.  Various leaders would compel American leaders to make laws granting equal rights to all citizens.  King gives his famous “I have a dream speech” during a march on Washington.  King would later win the Nobel Peace Prize.  King would be shot and assistants of him would go on to be major civil rights leaders.  Various laws would be made like the Civil Rights Act and so on.

-Many civil rights leaders gain their start in this time.

-King, Malcolm X, RFK, and others are assassinated.

-Malcolm X was a civil rights leader who would become famous over speeches.

-The Black Panthers were a famous African organization of the era.

-Muhammad Ali lives his epic career in boxing.

-Vietnam intensifies leading to a costly war with many dead.

-Protesting the Vietnam War is a rampant activity among youth here.

-Vietnam was this time’s most infamous war.  It began as a communist rebellion lead by Ho Chi Minh against French occupiers.  The French were replaced by the Americans who attempted to prop up the government of South Vietnam.  Later on, years of fighting would see the North Vietnamese win, thousands be killed and maimed, and America would later pullout in 1975.  This war would haunt America in having a war be lost and the suffering it would cause the soldiers who fought in it.  Its thought many American soldiers did not get out of Vietnam and were listed as MIA or POW.

-China would be consolidated of power under Mao Tse-tung, Tibet would be engulfed by China, and the Dalai Lama would seek refuge in India.

-China would create social programs called the Great Leap Forward and Cultural Revolution.  These programs would try to modernize China, but achieve tragic results.

-Africa was plunged into turmoil by communists and rebels.

-China would acquire the atomic bomb.

-Popes named John XXII and Paul VI would lead the Catholic Church.

-Patrice Lumumba, a revolutionary would be killed in the Congo.

-The first computer game called Spacewar would be made.

-The US military builds the “Arpanet” leading to the internet later on.

-A TV show named Star Trek appears causing a fad.  It would last three seasons, but define a science fiction fad leading to movies and stardom for its actors.

-Video games are being pioneered leading to an entertainment fad later on.

-Many epic movies and many famous film stars live in this time.

-Protests, riots, flower children, Woodstock, beatniks, and so on all appear.

-Woodstock occurs which was a famous concert that defined this decade.

-Counterculture refers to youth groups engaging in smoking marijuana, growing long hair, calling themselves beatniks, and so on.  It would be a fad in this era.

-The Summer of Love was a summer where youth would celebrate beatnik life, counterculture, and other fads.

-Many riots would take place in this time.

-Elvis Presley would rise from obscurity to pioneer rock ‘n roll.  His songs, style, youthful looks, and swagger would define this era in music.

-The famous Patterson-Gimlin film depicting “Bigfoot” is released.

-The first series of NFL pro football championships called the “Superbowl” would appear.  Vince Lombardi would become head coach of the NFL pro football team, Green Bay Packers.  Lombardi’s Packers would win five NFL world titles and gain fame as perhaps pro football’s greatest football team.

-The James Bond movies first appear.

-Famous TV shows of the era were:

-Gilligan’s Island –My Favorite Martian –I Dream of Jeannie

-The Beverly Hillbillies –Mr. Ed –Green Acres –The Flintstones

-The Jetsons –Pink Panther shorts –Johnny Quest –Twilight Zone

-Leave It to Beaver –Mayberry RFD –Munsters –Addams Family

-Famous chess world champions were Botvinnik, Tal, Petrosian, & Spassky.

-Bill Clinton was in this time a young college student and a youthful Hillary Rodham would take to college, traveling, and meeting with Bill Clinton.

The reader is encouraged to learn about this troubled, but interesting era of history that was dominated by the JFK and LBJ presidencies and the ongoing war in Vietnam.

“An age of history is when people lived and did things that the posterity after them remembers.  The posterity are not of the past age and today is not tomorrow.”

-Class discussion

Obama would be born on February 2, 1961.  There is a controversy that perhaps Obama was born in a foreign nation and that is mother may have faked his birth in another country to pass him off as an American citizen.  For now, there exists no credible evidence that this took place and its thought Obama was actually born in Hawaii after all.

—-Year 1961 Discussion—-

1961 was an epic year in US history.  Here JFK would defeat Nixon for the US presidency and he would begin his new role as president.  The 1950s era of Eisenhower and Truman would draw to a close.  The space race would run into high gear as both the US and USSR sought to outdo each other in space exploration.  Castro would consolidate his power in Cuba, but plans were made to overthrow him which proved unsuccessful.  JFK would found the Peace Corps, a US government agency that sends volunteers to stricken nations.  Vietnam would intensify as the communists consolidated control in North Vietnam.  Khruschev would lead the Soviet Union and approve the detonation of the world’s greatest atomic explosion called the Tsar Bomba.  In all it was a time of perennial 20th century problems, sports successes, disasters, and moments that would make history.

——Obama’s Birth——-

The year 1961

On February 2, 1961 (2/2/61) a baby named Barack Hussein Obama Jr. (the second) is born to Ms. Ann Dunham at the Kapiolani Medical Center for Women and Children in Honolulu, Hawaii.  Obama is a fragile baby blending genetic characteristics of blacks and white with a slant towards the Negro race.

Kapiolani Medical Center

In Honolulu, Hawaii, this medical center became famous as the birthplace of Obama.  It is a modern facility of a hospital and was originally a maternity ward and care center established by a queen of Hawaii.  In time it would join with other medical centers and become a modern facility dedicated to women’s health issues and related causes.

Obama’s Name

Obama was named after his father with the middle name of Hussein (an Arabic-style name).  It was felt that since Obama was a descendant of the senior Obama that he should bear his name as well.  Obama was thus not given a more stylized American name of the time.  Its thought possible other names of Obama could have been “Barry Dunham”, “Mike Dunham”, “Barack Dunham”, “Mike Obama”, and so on.

Baby Years

From the years 1961 to 1964, Obama was a baby in the care of Ann Dunham.  In these years, a person is more or less a responsibility for a young mother and Obama was learning to crawl and say his first words.  Obama would be taken to day care or left with babysitters.  Obama was a constant presence to Dunham and a major responsibility as she juggled a career in anthropology with being a young mother.  His father Barack Obama Sr. would leave the young family to fend on their own.  Dunham had essentially no male presence in her life and thus she was consumed with many duties.  In this time span, JFK would be assassinated, LBJ would assume the presidency, and the world was entering an era where the space race occurred and the threat of nuclear war intensified.

“A decade is a 10 year period when the world lives a new age and makes new stars.”

-History class discussion

Obama was born of an accidental relationship of Barack Obama Sr. with Ann Dunham, college students.  He would be raised by Ann Dunham and be a constant presence in her life.  Dunham would take Obama with her on her travels.  He would live at times in Hawaii and Indonesia.

—-The Parents of Obama—-

Obama’s Parents

Obama was born to the union of Barack Hussein Sr., a Kenyan economist and Anne Dunham, anthropology student in Hawaii.  In this section, we will explore brief biographies on the people who were Obama’s parents.

—-Obama’s Father——-

Barack Obama Sr.

The elder Obama was an economist from Kenya who lived from 1936 to 1982.  Excerpts on the life of Obama Sr. are:

-He was born in Kanyadhiang village in the Rachuonyo district of Kenya.

-He belonged to the Luo ethnic group.

-He was raised in the village of Nyang’oma Kogelo in Nyanza province.

-Obama Sr went to various schools like:

-Gendia Primary School –Ng’iya Intermediate School

-Maseno National School

-Obama Sr. was an able student and was given a scholarship to study economics in the United States under a program lead by Tom Mboya.

-Obama was the son of Onyango Obama and Akumu Habiba.

-Obama was raised by his father’s third wife, Sarah.

-Obama Sr was originally Muslim, but changed to atheism.

-Obama Sr went on to have four wives with names like:

-Kezia Obama–Ann Dunham –Ruth Nidesand –Jael Otieno

-Obama Sr. had many children like the following:

-Abongo Obama –Auma Obama –Barack Obama 2 (Barry)

-Mark Ndesandjo –David Ndesandjo –George Obama

-At age 23, Obama was enrolled at the University of Hawaii at Manoa.

-Here he met Ann Dunham and had a baby with her who would become Barack Obama.  At the time, he was still married to his first wife, Kezia.

-Obama Sr. married Dunham and they were later divorced in 1964.

-Obama Sr. is known to have visited Obama Jr. only once in 1971.

-Obama Sr. went on to gain a master’s degree in economics from Harvard University in 1965 and met Ruth Nidesand, Obama Sr’s third wife.

-Obama Sr. later moves back to Kenya to take positions in an oil company and in government positions.

-He later criticized the Kenyan government’s plans for socialism.

-He later was bothered with alcoholism and poverty that consumed him.

-He later suffered from car accidents and then died in 1982.

-Obama Sr. was buried in Nyang’oma Kogelo in Kenya.

Obama Sr. had a relationship with Ann Dunham for a few years.  They had a baby in Barack Obama Jr.  The elder Obama then left Dunham’s and Obama’s life appearing on and off over the years.  A study of Obama Sr.’s life reveals he was mainly interested in economics and a career in it.  He at first did not realize he had a son with Ann Dunham and appears overall not to have cared about his young son.  Obama Sr. lived a promiscuous life with many wives and relationships.  He later left for Kenya and died in an automobile accident there.

The Self-Destruction of Obama Sr.

Obama Sr. went back to Kenya and attained to government positions.  For some reason, he had a falling out with his superiors.  His life descended into abuse, alcoholism, complaining, and depression.  It lead to severe unhappiness and later ended in a car accident.  The facts surrounding Obama Sr.’s decline are not known precisely, but the problems he endured plagued him and lead to an early death.  Had he lived, its thought Obama Jr. would have tried to reconnect with his father, to get to know the man who helped give him life.  This was not to be and any continuation of the Obama father-son relationship ended with his death.

Obama’s “Half-Brothers”

The senior Obama had many children.  Obama was raised in the US and Indonesia.  His “half-siblings” were raised in Kenya.  Obama for the most part was raised apart from his “half family” and had only limited contact with them through his years.

Obama Photo

There exists a famous photo of Obama Jr. meeting his father while he was a boy.  It shows Obama with his father in a suit with his arm on Obama Jr.’s shoulder.  Obama is known only to have had occasional meetings with his father and his father for the most part was not a significant factor in his life.  

“Its said a picture says a thousand words.  In that, people should take pictures of themselves as they live and grow for then they can remember who they were.”

-class discussion

Obama Youth Photographs

Obama is not known to have had many photographs of him taken while he was a youth.  However its thought his photos will go on to be used in his biographies and be found in his presidential library to be built years from now.

“When a man and a woman have a baby, they do not know who they are making.  They do not know who will be.  If it is someone important history will remember.”

-History class discussion

——Obama’s Mother——

Ann Dunham

Obama’s mother lived from the years 1942 to 1995.  She has been described as a caring mother, feminist, and idealist seeking the company of men of other cultures.  Excerpts on her life are the following:

-She was born on November 29, 1942.

-Her given name is Stanley Ann Dunham.

-Her birthplace is Fort Leavenworth, Kansas.

-She claimed to be from Wichita, Kansas.

-Her parents were the following:

-Stanley Armour Dunham –Madelyn Lee Payne

-She was named Stanley and this fact caused her teasing in youth.

-She is known to have Irish, German, Dutch, and French ancestors.

-Dunham attended the various schools:

-Eckstein Junior High School –Mercer Island High School

-The Dunham family moved to Hawaii.

-Dunham was of Christian upbringing, but was agnostic.

-She was fiercely independent, outspoken, and visionary.

-Dunham enrolled at the University of Hawaii-Manoa.

-She met Obama Sr. in a Russian language class.

-She married Obama Sr. and this union lasted until divorce.

-Dunham would have a baby with Obama Sr.

-Obama Sr. departed Dunham’s life to go to college at Harvard University.

-Dunham filed for divorce in 1964 and Obama Sr. did not contest it.

-Dunham later earned a bachelor’s degree.

-Dunham would later meet an Indonesian student named Lolo Soetoro.

-Soetoro worked with Mobil Corporation.

-She married Soetoro and moved to Jakarta, Indonesia with him.

-Dunham later adopted the name Ann Dunham Sutoro.

-Dunham had a daughter named Maya Soetoro.

-In 1974, she returned to Hawaii to do graduate work.

-Dunham introduced Obama Jr. to the writings of Mahalia Jackson, Martin Luther King Jr. and others while in Indonesia.

-She later sent Obama Jr. to Hawaii to attend Punahou School and live with Madelyn Dunham, Dunham’s mother.

-She later left Soetoro in 1972 and declined Soetoro’s request for more children.

-Dunham later studied anthropology.

-Dunham told her kids not to hate their fathers, but to get to know them and their cultures of origin.

-Dunham later earned a doctorate in anthropology, did fieldwork, worked in Indonesia, and studied the poor of Indonesia.

-Her advisor was Professor Alice Dewey.

-She wrote a dissertation called Peasant Blacksmithing in Indonesia:  surviving and thriving against all the odds.

-In 1994, she was diagnosed with ovarian and uterine cancer and died in 1995.

-Her ashes were scattered at Lanai Lookout.

Ann Dunham was a constant presence in Obama’s life.  She carried and then raised him as part of her life.  Dunham had a few relationships and throughout her life Obama was a constant presence.  Wherever Dunham moved, the young Obama went with her.  Later on in Obama’s childhood years, she realized Obama needed to go to good schools and Indonesia could not offer what she wanted.  She chose to send Obama back to Hawaii and live with her parents.  From there, Obama goes on to live in Hawaii and enters Punahou High School.

The Marriage of Obama and Dunham

The couple of Obama and Dunham was a brief affair.  They met while in college and formed a romantic relationship that lead to marriage.  They had conceived children and Barack Obama was a product of this union.  Dunham’s parents at first disapproved of this union and there was disapproval on all sides over this.  However, the marriage went through, lasted for a few years, and finally amicably ended in divorce.  Lasting hatred of Obama Sr. and Dunham was hardly felt and Obama was taught to connect with both worlds, African and white from which he was born.

The Divorce of Dunham and Obama

Early on it was realized that Obama Sr. and Dunham didn’t like living with each other.  She was of white American heritage and Obama was of Kenyan descent.  They had a son in Barack Obama Jr. and then went their separate ways.  Dunham realized Obama was more into school and travel and did not care deeply about caring for his son Obama Jr.  Obama Jr. himself is known only to have had occasional visits with his father and nothing more.  They realized their lives were fundamentally incompatible and a divorce was pursued by Dunham.  Obama did not object and let matters end at that.

“A union of a man and woman depends on love, compatibility, and many factors that will be felt when the two live together.”      -class discussion

Obama Sr. with Obama Jr.

Barack Obama Sr. was into studying economics and training himself for a life in the professional world of government and business.  He seemed not to have too much affection for his son, but he did come to visit his son at least once in life.  Obama Jr. grew up idolizing his father wishing he had a good father-son relationship with him, but this was not to be.  Obama Sr. went his way and Obama Jr. and Dunham went their ways.  Obama Jr. would later find fellowship with Dunham’s parents, Dunham herself, his sister, Maya, and his extended family in Kenya.  No one really understands why Obama Sr. didn’t care about his son too much.  Whatever the case may be, he chose his path away from his son and their fates would go on to follow different outcomes.

The Dunham-Obama Jr. Relationship

Ann Dunham was an idealist and feminist-oriented woman who made a career out of anthropology.  She was used to the world of higher education and frequented companionship with people who had an education.  Dunham had a baby in Barack Obama and had to juggle a life of science work, college, and “Barry”.  Overall, she is described as a good mother, supportive character, and was there to lend a hand in Obama’s formative years.  The baby and boy Obama was a constant presence in her life and wherever she went, she took Barry with her.  She fell into a relationship with Lolo Soetoro, an Indonesian student and went off to live in Indonesia, Obama also went off to live in Indonesia and this is where he spent his kid years.  Overall, Obama had good relations with his mother and an affection still exists with Obama for his mother.  Eventually, Ann Dunham came down with cancer and later died from it in 1995.  By then, Obama himself had grown into a man and became strengthened by his many experiences with school, street life, and other activities.  Overall, Obama had a moderately safe and sheltered childhood and Dunham’s support saw to it that it stayed that way.  Had it been that Obama was abandoned by his mother as it seems his father did, he probably would’ve tail spinned into drugs and crime and thus would not have become president of the United States.

“The world is a vast place.  There are at least six races of Man, hundreds of tribes and nations, and many religions and worldviews.  People should try to understand the world’s diversity and get used to it.  The world is part of us all and we are a part of it.”

-Class discussion

The Nation of Kenya and the Luo Tribe

Obama’s father was a national of the country of Kenya and belonged to the Luo tribe, an ethnicity in this nation.  In this section, we will take a look at the culture that shaped Obama Sr.’s life and later on influenced his son’s life as well.

——-Discussion on Kenya———

Kenya

Kenya is a country located in East Africa.  It is very populous and it is known for wild animals, ethnic tribes, and qualities of Africa.  Kenya was a nation carved from the former British Empire in Africa.  Excerpts on it are:

-Its official name is Republic of Kenya.

-Its capital is Nairobi.

-Nairobi is famous for being Kenya’s capital, a center of African culture, its many people, and its international mystique of African culture and politics.

-It is bordered by the nations of Tanzania, Uganda, and Sudan.

-Its official languages are Swahili and English.

-It gained independence from Britain in 1963.

-It derived from the British East Africa Protectorate.

-Its motto is “Let us all pull together.”

-Its currency is the Kenyan shilling.

-Kenya is a poor nation by world standards.

-Kenya has a turbulent history of:

-wars –invasions –British intrigues –traders

-many tribes –slave raiders –foreign powers

-colonialism –Omani Arabs –Indian immigrants

-Mau Mau rebellion –revolutionary movements

-Tribes of Kenya are:

-Acoli –Lwo –Luo –Kalenjin –Turkana –Maasai –Kikuyu -Luhya

-Cities of Kenya are:

-Nairobi –Mombasa –Malindi

-National parks of Kenya are:

-Tsavo –Serengeti –many game reserves

-Its many national parks attempt to preserve the wild richness of African wildlife.

-Leaders of Kenya are:

-Kenyatta –Daniel Arap Moi –Mwai Kibaki

-Its government is mainly a presidential democratic republic.

-A major culture of study here is the Maasai.  The Maasai are known as cattle herders and live in an ethnic and agrarian society.

-Major animals found in Kenya are:

-lion –elephant –rhino –hippo –eland –cheetah –hyena

-antelope kinds –wildebeest –zebra –hunting dog –hyrax

-Major problems of Kenya are:

-poaching –corruption –overpopulation –disease –hunger

-Kenya is derived from Jomo Kenyatta’s name, a leader of Kenya.

Obama was taught his father was from Kenya.  Obama was introduced to the culture of Kenya, its tribes, its African heritage, and other qualities.  Obama was taught to identify with Kenya and its culture, to absorb it and make it part of him.  Please read about this interesting nation known for African wildlife, primitive tribes, and an interesting culture.

“Africa has long been called the dark continent.  It was largely unknown, filled with barbarian tribes, and had a mystique attracting people to safari and hunting.”

-class discussion

—-Discussion on the Luo Tribe—- 

Luo Tribe

The Luo tribe is a minority tribe of Kenya descended from herders wandering the land.  Barack Obama Sr. claimed membership in this tribe.  Later on, the younger Obama would be exposed to the Luo culture and be encouraged to meet his extended family on his father’s side.  Excerpts on this mainly agrarian culture are:

-They speak a Nilotic (of the Nile River) language called Dhuolo.

-They prefer the Lake Victoria region.

-Their ethnic region is in Kenya, Uganda, and Tanzania.

-The Luo are the third largest tribe in Kenya with 23 sub-tribes.

-The Luo are organized into clans called Sakharias, Jaramogis, and Owuors.

-There are many chieftains who control the various clans.

-The Luo struggle to maintain their way of life by fishing, cattle herding, and have fought wars with the neighboring tribes of the Nandi, Kipsigis, and Kisii.

-Luo religion consists of Christian, Islamic, and animist beliefs in Nyasaye, the creator god along with ancestor worship.

-The Luo practice customs like music, art, and wearing ethnic costumes.

Please read about this African tribe from which Obama’s extended family comes and from which Obama himself found an identity and community of fellows to know.

“A family is more than just a couple and their kids, there are grandparents, aunts, uncles, cousins, in-laws, and wider world of Man to know.”    -class discussion

Obama’s Extended Family in Kenya

Obama’s father, Barack Obama Sr. is known to be from Kenya.  Here he has an extended family that served as a community of people for Obama to relate with on visits to Kenya.  Excerpts on his family here are the following:

-Hussein Onyango Obama is Obama’s grandfather.  He served in World War 1, worked as a cook, converted to Islam, and became an elder in Kenya.

-Habiba Akumu is Obama’s grandmother.  She was born and raised in Karabondi.

-Sarah Onyango Obama is a relative that lives in Nyang’oma Kogelo in Kenya.  She speaks Luo and needs an interpreter to speak English.  This relative would go on to be Obama’s closest relative in Kenya and Obama is known to have travelled here to meet with his family and try to connect with them and their culture.

-Kezia Obama.  She is the first wife of Obama Sr. 

-Malik Obama is Obama’s half brother is known as Abongo or Roy.

-Auma Obama is Obama’s half sister and has a Ph.d. while studying in Germany.

-Abo Obama is supposedly a half brother and telephone store manager in Kenya.

-Bernard Obama is another alleged half brother living in England.

-Ruth Ndesandjo is Obama Sr.’s third wife and kindergarten teacher.

-Mark Ndesandjo is Obama’s half brother and studied at Brown University.  He currently lives in China and runs an internet company.

-David Ndesandjo is a half brother who was killed in a motorcycle accident.

-George Obama is a half brother living in Kenya.  He studied to be a mechanic and lives in Huruma, a village in Kenya.

-Omar Obama is a half-uncle.

-Yusuf Obama is a half-uncle living in Kenya.

-Said Obama is another half-uncle also living in Kenya.

Obama for the most part was raised in the US and had only limited contact with his extended family.  He is known to have visited them on occasion, but for the most part they were not a significant factor in his life.

“People should celebrate the diversity of Man.  If they do not, racism and prejudice can ensue.  This world has had enough of the tragedy of these words and needs no more.”

-Cultural discussion

Economics

Barack Obama Sr. is known to have majored in economics.  It is a science that deals with finances, money, supply and demand, markets, and other issues.  It is taught at many colleges worldwide.  Excerpts on this exceptionally difficult science are:

-Economics is a social science that studies goods and services.

-Its study topics are:

-markets –currency –trade –barter –scarcity –supply and demand

-finances –welfare –labor –costs –law –management –politics

-precious metals –economies –competition –theories –price –growth

-depression –unemployment –monetary policy –coins -wealth

-Its epical thinkers who shaped this science are:

-Adam Smith –Malthus –Aristotle –Chanakya –Ibn Khaldun

-Ricardo –Mill –Marx –Keynes –Friedman –many thinkers

-An epic work called The Wealth of Nations is a classic here.

-Schools of thought in economics are:

-Austrian –Freiburg –Lausanne –Stockholm -Chicago

-Offshoots of economics are:

-Microeconomics –Econometrics –Value Theory

-Keynesian Economics –Marxism –econophysics

-Thermoeconomics –Technocracy –Dependency Theory

The reader is encouraged to study this subject that influenced Obama Sr.’s life.

“Science is about learning knowledge about Nature, exploring the unknown, and applying reason to mysteries in Nature.”    -class discussion

Dunham’s Career in Anthropology

Ann Dunham was interested in the science of anthropology and made a career out of it.  In this section, we will briefly explore this science that would become her life.

-Anthropology is the study of human beings.

-It is a science that blends other subjects and has offshoots like:

-Archaeology –Physical Anthropology –Cultural Anthropology

-Sociology –Linguistics –Ethnology –Social Anthropology

-American Anthropology –Canadian Anthropology

-Major thinkers of anthropology are:

-Claude Levi-Strauss –Montaigne –Rousseau –Herodotus

-Tacitus –Biruni –Ibn Khaldun –Herder –Dilthey –Frazer –Tyler

-Radcliffe-Brown –Malinowski –Fortes –Boas -Pritchard

-It’s a subject that discusses such things as:

-culture –history –ethnicities –empires –ages –tribes

-religious groups –ancient civilizations –nations

-It’s a science that discusses people and conducts fieldwork.

The reader is encouraged to study this subject that shaped Dunham’s life.

University of Hawaii at Manoa

Both Obama’s parents went to this prestigious university located in Hawaii.  Today, this campus is known for its progressive academic culture, being a major college in Hawaii, and for being a center of the many cultures of Hawaii.  Please read about this college and if you are able, please take a trip to Hawaii to experience the places that shaped Obama’s early life.

Russian Language Class

Both Obama parents were taking a Russian language class at this university.  They met while students in this class and later went on to marry and produce Obama.  Russian is the language of Russia (former Soviet Union).  Its described as tough, using the Cyrillic alphabet, and requires years of learning to gain fluency.  Please take out time to study the nation of Russia, its culture, and the language that fascinated Obama’s parents.

“Russia is a vast land mainly cold of Asiatic tribes and descendants of the Rus.  It has been ruled at times by princes, czars, Mongols, communists, and democratic leaders.  It is the largest nation on Earth and one of the most powerful in the world.”

-class discussion

Over the next four years, Obama lived primarily as a baby and toddler under the care of Dunham.  Dunham lived a life as a student, anthropology researcher, and lone mother caring for a newborn called “Barry”.  Her life would be hectic with duties, school, and Barry.  For the first four years of Obama’s life, his life story would be largely colorless and without any historical drama.  Presented here are brief discussions on the various years of the 1960s, the early years of Barack Obama.

——Year 1962 Discussion——

——Year 1963 Discussion——

In this time, JFK would be infamously shot by Lee Harvey Oswald in Dallas, Texas and be replaced with LBJ.  This scandal would become embroiled in controversy over whether there was another assassin in the “grassy knoll”.  Oswald would later be arrested and shot on live TV by Jack Ruby.  Ruby would be convicted of his murder.

——Year 1964 Discussion——

——Year 1965 Discussion——


———-Obama’s School Years———-



—-Obama’s Kindergarten——-

Noelani Elementary School

Here Obama would go to kindergarten in Hawaii.  He lived like any kid of his age enjoying recess, show and tell, picnics, and kid life playing games.  Obama would later be sent to Indonesia as his mother had moved there to live with Lolo Soetoro.  Excerpts on this grade school Obama went to are:

-Its located at 2655 Woodlawn Dr., Honolulu, HI 96822.

-It has about 500 students and was chosen a national blue ribbon school

——Year 1966 Discussion——-

————Obama’s Childhood———-

Obama’s Childhood (“Barry’s Boyhood”)

Obama is known to have been raised as lone son of Ann Dunham who was herself an only parent.  The elder Obama went to Harvard and attained a degree in economics.  Dunham was forced to care for Obama while she studied anthropology at college.  Obama’s child years are known for moving around from place to place and excerpts on his formative years are the following:

-Obama was nicknamed “Barry” after his given name of Barack.

-Obama’s first name can be pronounced “bah rock” or quickly “bear ick”.

-Obama attended kindergarten in Hawaii, but later went to grade school in Indonesia up to the fourth grade.  As a kid, he played games, enjoyed recess, and lived pretty much as any kid of this age does.

-He attended various schools like the following:

-Noelani Elementary School (kindergarten)

-St. Francis Assisi Catholic (first through third grade)

-State Elementary School Menteng 01 Besuki (fourth grade)

-Punahou School (fifth grade through high school)

-Obama became a Cub Scout while living in Indonesia.

-In the fifth grade, Obama’s mother sent him to live in Hawaii with his maternal grandparents where he attended Punahou School.  Obama would relate with his grandfather well playing on the beach and had cordial relations with his grandmother.

-Obama got into beach life learning to swim and surf.

-Obama is known to have used drugs while in school.  Later on he gave up drugs and swore that it was one of the worst mistakes of his life, a tragedy of youthfulness.

-Obama lived on South Beretania Street in Honolulu, Hawaii.

-Dunham had a daughter in Maya Soetoro, Maya was raised with Obama in the same household as brother and sister.

-Obama later comments he liked living in a society where many different cultures could be respected especially in Hawaii.

-Obama’s child years were largely colorless experiencing new cultures and living as a kid in Indonesia and Hawaii.

Obama lived a life as a lonely boy with on and off friends.  He would play childhood games, play in sports, experiment with drugs, and wandered about wherever he was told to go.  His life in this era is much like any young boy growing up with problems and surviving under the care of his family.

——Obama In Indonesia——-

Ann Dunham would meet a student named Lolo Soetoro, an Indonesian national.  Soetoro would move back to his native Indonesia and invited Dunham to live with him.  Dunham chose to go and took the young Obama with her.  Obama was enrolled at a kid’s school in Jakarta, the capital of Indonesia.  Here Obama would live for sometime until being sent back to Hawaii to live.  Its thought if Dunham did not go to Indonesia, then Obama would have stayed in Hawaii for his entire youth period.

Christianity and Islam

Obama was raised exposed to both these religions while living in Indonesia and Hawaii.  Its known Obama learned about both faiths, gained insight into them, and later acquired attitudes of having respect for both of them.  Obama learned religion is a uniquely human and cultural quality and being raised in America, one has to learn tolerance for those of other cultures.  He knew that both
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	George Washington.  He was the first president and is known for the American Revolution, being a great general, a Founding Father, Mt. Vernon, and a cherry tree.  He is regarded as the “Father of America” and has a state named for him.  He is commemorated on quarters, the one dollar bill, and statues everywhere.  His name is connected to a legend of chopping down a cherry tree.

	John Adams.  He was Washington’s vice president and a Founding Father.

	Thomas Jefferson (TJ).  He lived an epic life writing the Declaration of Independence, helping write the US Constitution, serving as president, designing Monticello, Sally Hemings, intrigues, the Louisiana Purchase, conflict with pirates, being an inventor, relations with Benjamin Franklin, and the Lewis and Clark expedition.  He is regarded as one of the greatest presidents for his sensational life.  He is honored in memorial, song, and statue across America.

	James Madison.  He helped design the Constitution and the Bill of Rights.  The War of 1812 occurred here described as the 2nd American Revolutionary War.  The White House was infamously burned in his presidency.

	James Monroe.  He conceived the Monroe Doctrine and the Era of Good Feeling.

	John Quincy Adams.  He was the son of John Adams and civil servant.

	Andrew Jackson.  He is a general known for Indian wars and many policies.

	Martin Van Buren (“Old Kinderhook”).  He was a vice president and is known for the word, OK.

	William H. Harrison.  He is known for the statement “Tippecanoe and Tyler too” and having died in office after a month on the job.

	John Tyler.  He was stylized “His Accidency” for assuming the presidency.

	James K. Polk.  He is known for his imperialist trends and the Mexican-American War.  Polk greatly increased American territory and “Manifest Destiny” appeared.

	Zachary Taylor.  He was a famous general and died in office.  There is a controversy that perhaps he was poisoned by arsenic, but this is problematic.

	Millard Fillmore.  He served as president after Taylor.

	Franklin Pierce.  His presidency is not for much and follows Fillmore’s.

	James Buchanan.  His presidency saw the beginning of the Civil War and he was unable to stop it.  He was glad to be leaving the presidency.

	Abraham Lincoln (“Honest Abe”).  He is considered at times the greatest president.  His life and legend are enormous.  He is known for the Civil War, Emancipation Proclamation, his style, and dying infamously at the hands of John Wilkes Booth.  He is celebrated in statue, song, names, and much more.  Many people make a living impersonating him as he is so distinctual.

	Andrew Johnson.  He was put on trial in a famous impeachment and he granted pardons for Confederate soldiers.

	Ulysses S. Grant (US Grant).  He is known as a great general, but is considered a failure of a president known for one of the most corrupt administrations.  He approved the creation of Yellowstone National Park and in some sense lead to the movement to establish national parks worldwide.

	Rutherford B. Hayes.  He became president over Tilden and many think Tilden should have been president since he won the popular vote.

	James A. Garfield.  He served one year as president and then was shot.

	Chester A. Arthur.  Arthur took over as president after Garfield died.

	Grover Cleveland.  He served two terms as president and is counted twice as a president.  B. Harrison served as president in between his two terms.

	Benjamin Harrison.  He is a grandfatherly man and descendant of WH. Harrison.

	William McKinley.  He was shot and replaced by T. Roosevelt.  Mt. McKinley was named for him, but this mountain is now named Denali.

	Theodore Roosevelt (TR).  He lived an epic life as president.  He is known for conservation, creating many national parks, trust busting, the Panama Canal, the Rough Riders, the teddy bear, and for being a swashbuckling adventurer of a president.  His life is well documented in many books and accounts.

	William Taft.  He is considered Roosevelt’s “heir, was very obese, and was appointed Chief Justice on the Supreme Court.

	Woodrow Wilson (“Professor Wilson”).  He was a college professor known for getting involved in World War 1 and the Fourteen Points.

	Warren G. Harding (“Warren”).  He was president in the time of Prohibition and gangsters.  He died in office and is known for the Teapot Dome Scandal.

	Calvin Coolidge.  Known as Silent Cal, he supported Mt. Rushmore.  He lived a largely colorless life as he assumed power after Harding’s death.

	Herbert Hoover.  He served as Coolidge’s heir and was president when the Great Depression began.  He was trained as an engineer and later became secretary of commerce.  After Coolidge retired, he was elected.  He lived for many years after and served on commissions in the JFK administration.

	Franklin D. Roosevelt (FDR).  He was chosen president to guide America out of the Great Depression.  He is an epic leader and one of the greatest presidents.  He is known for being elected four times, polio, his speeches and lines, World War 2, Lend Lease, relations with Stalin and Churchill, and having died in office.

	Harry S. Truman (Give’em hell Harry).  He is known for the atomic bombings, the Dewey defeats Truman headline, ending World War 2, and many epic dramas of his era.  He was chosen vice president and became president by the accident of FDR’s death.  He is known to be involved in “legends” like Roswell and Majestic-12 in UFOs.  He famously fired General Douglas MacArthur over the Korean War.  He is famous for the quote “The buck stops here.”

	Dwight Eisenhower (“Ike”).  He was a great general of World War 2 and was elected president during the 1950s.  His era saw McCarthyism, the Red Scare, Sputnik, TV and radio, the H-bomb, and other dramas.  He is known to have played golf, been a kind of American grandfather, and there is a controversy that he somehow met aliens, although this is just a popular legend.

	John F. Kennedy (JFK, “Jack”).  He is known as a senator and idealist who was shot by Lee Harvey Oswald.  He is known for the Cuban Missile Crisis, Bay of Pigs, Khruschev encounters, youthfulness, Jackie his wife, and so on.  He is famously known for speeches beginning the Moon Landing and inviting the American people to serve their country.  His assassination is a “hot controversy” in that its thought others participated in this crime, but this cannot be proven.

	Lyndon B. Johnson (LBJ).  He became president after Kennedy.  He was from Texas and escalated the Vietnam War and other dramas.  He was trained a teacher, but became a leading figure in the US Senate and he had a famous ranch.

	Richard Nixon (“Tricky Dick”).  He escalated the Vietnam War and famously resigned following the Watergate scandal.  He famously went to China and lived a controversial life.  He was Eisenhower’s vice president and is famous for a “V” hand gesture.

	Gerald Ford (“Jerry Ford”).  Ford took over and pardoned Nixon.  He oversaw the Bicentennial and became a famous accident of a president and issues many vetoes.  Ford is famous for his accidents, numerous habits, and his wife, Betty Ford.

	James Earl Carter (“Jimmy”).  He is known to be from Plains, Georgia and a peanut farmer and former governor of Georgia.  Famous topics are Billy Carter, Camp David Accords, Iranian Hostage Crisis, winning the Nobel Peace Prize, wife Rosalyn, Billy Beer, and organizing the Carter Center.

	Ronald Reagen (“Ronnie”, Gipper).  He was president in the 1980s.  He is known for SDI, being shot by Hinckley, his statements and speeches, his relations with Gorbachev, Nancy Reagen his wife, being an actor, the Gipper fame, his grandfatherly image, the Iran-Contra scandal, his many lines, his “smile”, and showmanship.

	George HW Bush (Bush 41).  He is known for the Gulf War and his career in government service under Nixon and Ford.  His son became president later on.  He is famously known to be from Texas, has a home in Kennebunkport, Maine, and is known to famously dislike broccoli.

	Bill Clinton (“Comeback Kid”).  He is from Arkansas.  He is known for being a governor, Whitewater, Monica Lewinsky, scandals, Al Gore, being college-like as president, and numerous dramas with Hillary, his wife.  He is known to have played the saxophone, had a daughter Chelsea, and had a famous cat called Socks.

	George W. Bush (Bush 43, Dubya).  He is known for the Iraq War, 9/11/01, deficit spending, tax cuts for the wealthy, the War on Terror, and being a Bush family product.  He is known for the appellation “Dubya” and his wife, Laura Bush.

	“Acting President”.  This refers to the two men known to have held this role and were for all intents and purposes the president.  They were George HW Bush and Richard “Dick” Cheney.

	“Pre-presidents”.  This refers to all the men who presided over the US Congress while the Articles of Confederation were national law.  They are referred to technically as “presidents of the United States in Congress assembled”.  They tended to be congressional officials who were simply administrators in the Congress at the time.  

	President for a day.  This refers to the strange case of 19th century politician David Rice Atchinson who is often regarded as a president for only a day.  Please read about his epic and curious career in American history.
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