


CHAPTER 1

The (Baseball) People Have Spoken

PEOPLE CLOSE TO THE GAME, MEMBERS OF THE MEDIA, CELEBRITY fans, and your ordinary Joe Fan have much to say about the game they adore. No wonder, organized baseball is played—and loved—in around 100 nations and enjoyed by millions of fans across the globe. Naturally, that means people universally want to share their thoughts on the sport.

Over the years, those closest to the game have given us wonderful thoughts about our national pastime. Start with the most popular Chicago player ever, Mr. Cub, Ernie Banks, and his famous quote about his love of baseball. No matter the weather, the Cubs lowly place in the standings, or even if the perpetually pleasant and smiling Banks was feeling a little bit blue, he would bellow out, “Let’s play two.” Some teammates during the simmering, dog days of summer might cringe at the idea of playing a grueling doubleheader, but not Banks.

Which brings to mind what another slugger, Willie Stargell of the Pittsburgh Pirates commented, “When you start the game, they don’t say ‘Work ball,’ they say, ‘Play Ball.’” Roy Campanella had it right when he came up with, “You gotta be a man to play baseball for a living, but you gotta have a lot of little boy in you, too.”

Two Yogi Berra lines: “Love is the most important thing in the world, but baseball is pretty good, too.” And, “Baseball ain’t like football. You can’t make up no trick plays.” That’s not strictly true, but we can let it slide for Yogi.

Earl Weaver put the football comparison another way to illustrate how different the sports are, especially when it comes to schedules and the long grind of baseball: “This ain’t a football game, we do this every day.” He also compared the two sports when he said, “You can’t sit on a lead and run a few plays into the line and just kill the clock. You’ve got to throw the ball over the damn plate and give the other man his chance. That’s why baseball is the greatest game of them all.”
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The Hall of Fame, a magnet for baseball fans. A former town mayor compared a visit to the Hall to being in heaven.



The Hall of Fame manager who never made it to the majors as a player, also stated, “Bad ballplayers make great managers, not the other way around. All I can do is help them be as good as they are.” And, to a pitcher who was in a very tight spot: “If you know how to cheat, start now.” He told another tentative pitcher, “Babe Ruth is dead. Throw strikes.”

Some players became philosophical about baseball. Babe Ruth was optimistic, saying, “Every strike brings me closer to the next home run.” Bob Feller noted, “Every day is a new opportunity. You can build on yesterday’s success or put its failures behind and start over again. That’s the way life is, with a new game every day, and that’s the way baseball is.” Jackie Robinson made an impact with his pioneering play and his words. He once stated, “A life is not important except in the impact it has on other lives.”

Some quotes extol defensive play: One line described Tris Speaker and was revived for Willie Mays, stating that their gloves were “where triples go to die.” Another line marveled at the glove work of third baseman Pie Traynor. A writer described a batter who “doubled down the left field line, and Traynor threw him out.”

Other noteworthy quotes:


“If my uniform doesn’t get dirty, I haven’t done anything in the baseball game. —Rickey Henderson

“It’s a beautiful day for baseball.” —Ernie Banks

“Oh, those bases on balls.” —George Stallings

“Baseball is more than a game to me, it’s a religion.” And, “It ain’t nothin’ till I call it.” —Bill Klem

“Baseball is the champ of them all. Like somebody said, the pay is short and the hours are good.” —Yogi Berra

“Baseball is the only sport I know that when you’re on offense, the other team controls the ball.” —Ken Harrelson

“It ain’t braggin’ if you can do it.” —Dizzy Dean

“All I want out of life is that when I walk down the street, folks will say, ‘There goes the greatest hitter who ever lived.’” —Ted Williams

“They [the 1927 Yankees] don’t just beat you, they break your heart.” —Joe Judge

“People ask me what I do in the winter when there’s no baseball. I’ll tell you what I do. I stare out the window and wait for spring.” —Rogers Hornsby

“You just can’t beat the person who never gives up.” —Babe Ruth

“Playing baseball for a living is like having a license to steal.” —Pete Rose

“I could have played baseball another year, but I would have been playing for the money, and baseball deserves better than that.” —George Brett

“A person always doing his or her best becomes a natural leader, just by example.” —Joe DiMaggio

“I’d like to thank the good Lord for making me a Yankee.” —Joe DiMaggio

“Nothing’s ever been as fun as baseball.” —Mickey Mantle
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Ted Williams, the man who wanted to be considered (and arguably may have been) “the greatest hitter who ever lived.” COURTESY OF THE LIBRARY OF CONGRESS




“You should shoot for high standards, and believe they’re obtainable.” —Buster Posey

“I never had a job. I just always played baseball.” —Satchel Paige

“The way to make coaches think you’re in shape in the spring is to get a tan.” —Whitey Ford

“I’m a guy who just wanted to see his name in the lineup every day. To me, baseball was a passion to the point of obsession.” —Brooks Robinson

“I am convinced that God wanted me to be a baseball player.” —Roberto Clemente

“There is no room in baseball for discrimination. It is our national pastime and a game for all.” —Lou Gehrig

“You could be a kid for as long as you want when you play baseball.” —Cal Ripken Jr.

“If you’re going to play at all, you’re out to win. Baseball, board games, Jeopardy!, I hate to lose.” —Derek Jeter

“Catching a fly ball is a pleasure, but knowing what to do with it after you catch it is a business.” —Tommy Henrich

“There are three types of baseball players: those who make it happen, those who watch it happen, and those who wonder what happened.” —Tommy Lasorda

“Baseball is like church. Many attend, but few understand.” —Leo Durocher

“I really love the togetherness in baseball. That’s real true love.” —Billy Martin

“Baseball is the only field of endeavor where a man can succeed three times out of ten and be considered a good performer.” —Ted Williams

“The greatest feeling in the world is to win a major league game. The second greatest feeling is to lose a major league game.” —Chuck Tanner

“Losing is no disgrace if you’ve given your best.” —Jim Palmer

“It’s what you learn after you know it all that counts.” —Earl Weaver

“Anything you can conceive or believe, you can achieve.” —Johnny Sain

“Creating success is tough, but keeping it is tougher. You have to keep producing, you can’t ever stop.” —Pete Rose

“If what you did yesterday still looks big to you, you haven’t done much today.” —Wid Matthews

“Stand your ground and take your lumps.” —Yogi Berra

“Luck is the residue of design.” —Branch Rickey

“Winning isn’t everything. Wanting to win is.” —Catfish Hunter

“Sweat plus sacrifice equals success.” —Charlie Finley

“Success has no shortcut, only a high price of pain and humiliation. Baseball requires mental strength.” —Carlton Fisk

“If you don’t play to win, why keep score?” —Vernon Law

“It’s like most anything. If you want to be a loser, there’s always a way to dwell on the negative. If you want to win, there’s always a way to think positively.” —Tony La Russa

“I’m not concerned with your liking or disliking me… All I ask is that you respect me as a human being.” —Jackie Robinson

“Scouts would always tell me I was too short, or too heavy, or whatever. But baseball isn’t about being a size or a shape. It’s about how big you are inside that counts.” —Kirby Puckett









CHAPTER 2

Other Points of View

GREAT QUOTES AND VIEWPOINTS ON THE GAME DON’T FLOW EXCLUsively from the mouths of baseball people. Some have their origins in movies, books, and quite a few other sources including your ordinary Joe Fan.


BASEBALL MOVIE QUOTES

A handful of memorable quotes from movies:


“How can you not be romantic about baseball?” —Moneyball

“Man, this is baseball. You gotta stop thinking, just have fun.” —The Sandlot

“You’re killing me, Smalls.” —The Sandlot

“There’s no crying in baseball!” —A League of Their Own

“It’s supposed to be hard. If it wasn’t hard, everyone would do it. The hard is what makes it great.” —A League of Their Own

“You wanna have a catch?” —Field of Dreams

“All I know is when we win a game, it’s a team win. When we lose a game, it’s a team loss.” —The Bad News Bears

“Pitcher’s got a big butt. Pitcher’s got a big butt.” —Rookie of the Year

“I see great things in baseball. It’s our game, the American game. It will repair our losses and be a blessing to us all.” —Bull Durham

“The only church that truly feeds the soul, day in and day out, is the church of baseball.” —Bull Durham

“Vaughn has walked the bases loaded on 12 straight pitches. Boy, how can these guys lay off pitches that close?” —Major League

“God, I love baseball.” —The Natural






MISCELLANEOUS BASEBALL QUOTES

Baseball fans, writers, and scholars have captured the game with succinct words, sometimes even fancy words. For instance, some freely use hyperbole to make their points. One classic line describes a strong power hitter like a Harmon Killebrew: “He can hit a ball out of any park, including Yellowstone.” Those words immediately conjure up an image of a true slugger.

This game has produced many quotes that convey myriad ideas. Here’s a mixed bag of a few:


“Baseball is dull only to dull minds.” —Red Barber

“The game itself just turns me on. There’s nothing fake about it.” —Bob Prince

“Baseball is more than a game. It’s like life played out on a field.” —Juliana Hatfield

“A hot dog at the game beats roast beef at the Ritz.” —Humphrey Bogart

“Baseball, it is said, is only a game. True. And the Grand Canyon is only a hole in Arizona.” —George Will

“There are only two seasons: winter and baseball.” —Bill Veeck

“You don’t save a pitcher for tomorrow. Tomorrow it may rain.” —Leo Durocher

“Baseball is a lot like life. It’s a day-to-day existence, full of ups and downs. You make the most of your opportunities in baseball as you do in life.” —Ernie Harwell






OTHER OBSERVATIONS ON BASEBALL

Celebrities and baseball people have no monopoly on views and thoughts about baseball. Take the former mayor (2012–2018) of Cooperstown, New York, Jeff Katz, who knew well that a trip to Cooper-stown is on every fan’s bucket list. “I think there are more reasons for fans coming here than you’d think. There’s the, ‘I want to visit the Hall of Fame and see the plaques,’ but there’s also a sense that Cooperstown is this unique setting, which it is. Most people don’t experience a place like Cooperstown anymore, most come from cities or suburbs. So a small village where people know each other and where there’s still a Main Street feel to things is not something people see from day to day.”

Katz was born in Brooklyn in 1962, after the Dodgers had gone west. “Baseball was always the number one sport in conversation—it was always special. There was continuity—my grandfather would talk about going to Ebbets Field in the Thirties, my uncle would talk about going to the Polo Grounds—he was a Giants fan, a family rebel.

“The first time I came to the Hall of Fame, I was almost 11, in 1973. It was just heaven. Like nothing I had ever seen before.” That had to be true for a kid who got hooked on baseball around the time the Mets won it all in 1969, “but also I would get a ton of baseball books, like Willie Mays by Arnold Hano. Reading about him was so tied to the love of baseball. And I was always a baseball card guy. In a lot of ways the baseball love comes from the love of cards—I collected them before I was watching games.”

Bill Oslowski grew up in a house two doors down from where Stan Musial was raised in Donora, Pennsylvania. He recalled, “I used to deliver newspapers with a friend, Joey Poklemba. Our last stop was at a little store where we’d buy a pop and read the local newspaper, the Valley Independent. We’d look over the standings and read the box scores. Then we’d play games and try to imitate Roberto Clemente and his stance. That’s when I got into baseball.”

Douglas Brookbank, who resides in Brevard, North Carolina, grew up in Brooklyn and remains a Dodger fan to this day. His love of baseball began when he was six in 1952. “We played baseball 24 hours a day, sandlot. I got intrigued by statistics and the strategy. As kids we’d debate, ‘Why did he bunt? Why didn’t he steal?’ I was fascinated by that aspect of the game. And the players were very personable—you could actually see them, a Jackie Robinson or a Gil Hodges around town.”

As an adult, even after the Dodgers were uprooted and migrated to Los Angeles, Brookbank continued his baseball love affair. “Every morning from April to October, I’d get up and check the Dodgers’ box scores before even saying hello to my wife.”

Rachel Wells is a reference librarian at the Hall of Fame who first got interested in baseball thanks to her dad. “My father is a huge New York Yankees fan, so growing up I never understood the rules of baseball, but always knew to root for the Yankees.”

She theorized why fans flock to the Hall. “The one [main reason] that stands out is that there is truly something for everyone. So many of us have personal relationships with the game of baseball, whether it be watching a game live, rooting for your favorite team, or just playing catch in the backyard growing up.

“Even if someone comes into the Hall of Fame and says that they don’t like baseball, they usually end up connecting to something in the Hall, whether it be movies or a piece of pop culture that we have. The National Baseball Hall of Fame and Museum allows people to connect to the game even more than they did before, or maybe for the first time.”

Visitors to the library have varied reasons for their trip there. Wells remembered, “I had someone come in who wanted to see information about a player that their father co-wrote about, William ‘Dummy’ Hoy. I was able to go through our files and find programs as well as some news articles. I was able to watch as they went through the collection and FaceTimed their father, and at the end they said, ‘You’re making a difference—thank you.’ I was incredibly touched.”

Another visitor who left an impression on her was David Ortiz. “He was probably the biggest celebrity I had ever met, both physically and figuratively, and he was very kind. Even though I’m a Yankees fan for life, I developed a soft spot for the Red Sox that day.”

Scott Townsend, who lives in Cooperstown and works in the Hall of Fame, said, “The main reason I love baseball is because of my grandfather. I really got into it when the Mets picked up Mike Piazza and started playing really well. I see the blue and orange cap of theirs, and I think of my childhood—instantly—how easy it was and how good we had it. It stems from my grandfather. He’d sit and watch games and I’d plop down on the floor with him. We’d watch in silence—how cool childhood can be.”

His earliest vivid memories are of the 1988 Mets, but his father and grandfather took him to an exhibition game at Fenway in 1986 when he was just five. “I just remember the pillars obstructing the view and Darryl Strawberry hitting a home run.”

What really got him hooked, though, was “how my grandfather talked about really good players like Keith Hernandez’s defense or a left-hander’s gorgeous swing, like Strawberry’s or Curtis Granderson’s.”

He concluded with a theory about why fans in general love baseball. “Nostalgia is a positive thing. People come through the Hall of Fame, and they always wanted to come here, and then they see the generation of players who got them into the game—they’ll see Stan Musial’s jersey or Joe DiMaggio’s hat. Then they’ll wander through and say, ‘Wow. Look how the game’s changed.’ So it reminds them of a simpler time, but they can also still follow the sport and continue to grow as fans with the sport they love. It’s also an escape, you can relax—it’s nostalgia, leisure, comfort.”

Jeremy Sellew is the sports editor of the Mon Valley Independent in Monessen, Pennsylvania. He said, “From T-ball to Mustang, Bronco, PONY, and Colt leagues, baseball was always there.

“My parents divorced even before I began playing ball. And while it wasn’t the easiest thing to go through, there was something about being on the field that provided comfort and a third home. I realize now that I not only loved baseball, I needed baseball.

“I’d spend the 12-hour trips to the beach in the back of the family van, copying stats from USA Today into my own notebook. I hate—no, I loathe math, but love stats. I carried binders of baseball cards, trading cards and looking over statistics with my friends. Afterwards, we’d go to Jefferson playground with our aluminum bats and tennis balls, peppering the neighbor’s house with thunderous home runs over the high fence. Those were the best of times.

“As I grew older and away from playing the sport, I made more of an effort to reconnect by attending games at Three Rivers Stadium and now, PNC Park, the most beautiful and best ballpark in our nation.

“While the Pirates continue to break my heart year after year, there’s nothing like being in the park on a beautiful, sunny day and just taking in a game. The sights, the sounds, the smells and the crack of the bat. There’s just nothing better and nothing like it.

“My love of baseball led me to a love of all sports. It led me to a bachelor’s and master’s degree in sports management, and ultimately, to the job I have today as a sports editor.”

David Ormandy grew up in London, Ontario, where he watched “hockey, curling and the occasional baseball game on TV. My Uncle Jim taught me about sports. He took me to Detroit for my 14th birthday on June 6, 1972, to Tiger Stadium to see the Angels in a twi-night doubleheader. I got to see Mickey Lolich, Nolan Ryan, Al Kaline, Willie Horton, Norm Cash, and more.

“I had never seen a building like Tiger Stadium, before or since. A true sports cathedral. The players flying around, the crack of the bat, the greenness of the grass, and the utter magnitude of the grand old stadium were overwhelming for me. He even let me have a sip of his beer! Thanks to my Uncle Jim, I became hooked on baseball that day. And my love for the National Pastime will never diminish. Every boy should have an uncle like him.”

Bobby Bastock of Lorain, Ohio, was an avid baseball fan who loved his Cubbies. A veritable Macmillan Baseball Encyclopedia, he was a whiz at trivia. His daughter Ashley summed up why he loved the game so deeply, conjuring up memories of the man.

She began, “There’s one picture I always think of when I think of my dad—him standing in the Jacobs Field bleachers, arms outstretched, baseball hat in his right hand, beer in his left, a big smile on his face.

“I know it’s how he always wanted to be remembered. Happy. Doing something he loved. My dad loved baseball more than anyone I know. He could find an interesting storyline in any MLB game. He loved a good pitching duel, the puzzle solving aspect of the game.

“He relished the history of the game more than anyone I’ve ever met too. He was seemingly doing a perpetual rewatch of Ken Burns’ Baseball documentary. He had more baseball cards than any of us can count. He even taught his then four-year-old daughter to memorize the starting lineup to the 1955 Brooklyn Dodgers—and yes, the names of Pee Wee Reese, Duke Snider, Gil Hodges, Sandy Amoros, Roy Campanella still come to me easily at 31 years old, as does the fact that Jackie Robinson was actually the third baseman on that team.

“These are all the memories I come back to regularly following his death in 2022. My dad’s love of baseball and sports in general was a big influence on me becoming a sports reporter. But since he’s been gone, his love of the game has helped me remember him how he wanted to be remembered. It’s how I choose to see him. In my memories, he’s my dad, but he’s also a baseball fan who loved the game in its purest form.

“He’s the guy with the hat in one hand, beer in the other, just excited to see what that afternoon’s game had in store.”









CHAPTER 3

The Name Game

WHETHER IT’S THE JARGON OF THE GAME, THE NICKNAMES OF TEAMS, or of the players, the language of baseball is sweet music.

Older fans and those who have studied the game are familiar with colorful terms and phrases. Begin with slang expressions such as third base being called the hot corner due to the many sizzling grounders that rocket in that direction. And you don’t hear the phrase, “The batter took the collar” much any longer—that meant he went hitless, he was “O,” as in a circular collar, for x amount of at-bats.

Most fans know what being on deck means, but maybe only older fans know that the batter who would follow the on-deck hitter is said to be “in the hole.” The list goes on (feel free to Google any unfamiliar ones): Texas Leaguer, Baltimore chop, Hot Stove League, around the horn double play, twin killing and twinbills, twi-night doubleheader, Punch and Judy hitter, seeing-eye hit, or a ball that “had eyes,” a bleeder, a dying quail, worm burner, rhubarb, and candy arm.

There’s also the lost art of bench jockeying, the bases being juiced, hose, payoff pitch, purpose pitch, chin music, Uncle Charlie, aspirin tablet, cheese and gas, an outfielder getting on his horse, and tape-measure homers which began with a Mickey Mantle shot literally measured the old-fashioned way at 565 feet.

Some interesting expressions/phrases include a player who was in the majors but only briefly, just long enough to have “a cup of coffee.” A pitcher “pulled the string” when he threw a Bugs Bunny changeup, a ball that “found some grass” fell into the outfield for a hit, and a “can of corn” is an easy out flyball.

And there’s a Yankee expression originally tied to how they frequently put up runs late in 1927 games at about the time shadows rolled in—that was time for their “five o’clock lightning” to strike. “Take off at the crack of the bat,” is simple, yet solid advice. As are, “Hit ’em where they ain’t,” and “Take two and hit to right.” Long ago Branch Rickey preached that “You can’t teach speed.” Just as everyone knows that “you can’t steal first base.”

Playing “station-to-station baseball” refers to baserunners playing it cautiously on the bases in certain situations, unwilling to try to go advance, say, first to third on a single. The tools of ignorance means the gear catchers wear, implying one has to be stupid to play that demanding position even though that’s positively untrue.

“No doubles defense” is a strategy used when a team is tied or holds a slim lead and is willing to give up a single if it means avoiding giving up a two-base hit that would suddenly put a runner in scoring position. It applies to outfielders’ positioning, trying to cut off the gaps, and involves first and third basemen hugging and guarding the foul lines.

Other specific defenses have names. Infielders, for instance, may be stationed at their normal depth, but managers sometimes have their players positioned otherwise, such as being up at the corners, in at second and short, in all the way around, or at double play depth.

Certain teams gained a secondary nickname. For example, in 1971, the Pittsburgh Pirates first took on their identity as the Lumber Company because of hitters who wielded their bats so effectively, mainly Roberto Clemente, Willie Stargell, and Al Oliver. The 1979 Bucs team became the “We Are Family” group headed up by team captain Stargell.

Other examples include the Go Go Sox, referring to the pennant-winning White Sox of 1959, a team which utilized their speed and base burglary to succeed. The Hitless Wonders White Sox dates back to 1906 when they hit.230 as a team, worst in the AL. They hit only seven homers all year long yet won the World Series after somehow finishing third in the league in runs scored.

The youthful 1950 Phillies team won the pennant as the Whiz Kids. The Brooklyn Dodgers of that decade later had the name the Boys of Summer bestowed upon them. Don’t forget the Cardinals’ group of rough-and-tumble players known in the 1930s as the Gas-house Gang.

The 1927 world champion Yankees led by Babe Ruth and Lou Gehrig were so fearsome they became known as the Murderers’ Row squad. Another Yankees nickname, the Bronx Bombers, became popular in 1936, and the team has often been referred to that way ever since.

The New York Mets were
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