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        In that liminal space

        between asleep and awake

        everything

        comes to light.
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        Last night

        the birds sang from my window

        on the busiest street

        in a city that never sleeps

        and in the midst of all this unease

        I loved it.
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        You are gentle sunshine,

        the food for bees

        before the beautiful flowers bloom.

        You are beautiful too,

        born to endure this harsh world,

        choking out those around you.

      

        

      
        You don’t choke because you long to be cruel

        you choke because you long to be free

        and beauty often has its thorns

        and convention often makes no difference.

      

        

      
        Dandelion girl

        though cut down over again

        you flourish—

        roots strong enough to last decades

        powerful enough to regrow.

      

        

      
        There are many

        who seek out dandelion girls

        to pull them from the soil

        as a challenge.

      

        

      
        Though uprooted

        you grow back

        with venom.
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        Do flowers still grow

        in gardens left behind?

        Or was I the force

        keeping them alive?
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        I wonder

        if I can begin

        if I have it inside

        to write without pain—

        without words

        pulling out a knife.
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        I don’t know how

        to explain.

      

        

      
        Like many

        I am countries

        upon countries

        stacked together,

        split apart,

        displaced.

      

        

      
        Grandpa was Jewish—

        I still hear the word

        spat in my face.

      

        

      
        Still feel the ache

        of a family tree

        with missing names.

      

        

      
        I wish I knew

        how to explain.

      

        

      
        Turn to the mirror:

        so unlike

        what stared back at me

        when I was a little girl

        and “Jewish”

        meant “ugly.”
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            Prayer

          

        

      

    

    
      
        
        
        Can you let me off the hook

        and forgive for me?

      

        

      
        It’s too much,

        this weight,

        I’m sorry.
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