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PENGUIN BOOKS

THE MITROKHIN ARCHIVE

‘Fascinating … packed with remarkable detail about thousands of intelligence breaches … The most remarkable revelation of this marvellous book is the scale of the intelligence that was leaked from the West to the Soviet Union over the years’

Taylor Downing, Observer

‘A cracking read. It’s utterly absorbing and grips the reader like a good thriller’ Andrew Vine,

Yorkshire Post

‘Astounding … beyond being essential reading for students of international affairs, Andrew and Mitrokhin’s book belongs on the shelves of anyone who wishes to plumb the depths of intrigue and evil in the modern world. If James Angleton, the CIA’s legendary chief of counterintelligence, could rise from the grave to read any book, it would be [The Mitrokhin Archive]’ Timothy Naftali,

Los Angeles Book Review

‘Christopher Andrew … is the acknowledged expert on the workings of the security services in Britain, the United States and what was the Soviet Union … He simply knows more about what went on inside the Lubyanka than any other academic … the historical scoop of the decade’ Roy Hattersley,

Independent

‘The tale of malevolent spymasters, intricate tradecraft and cold-eyed betrayal reads like a cold war novel. But The Mitrokhin Archive offers the added twist of being a work of non-fiction … its publication revealed secrets about the KGB’s long-concealed war against the West that discomfited governments and made headlines around the world’

J. F. O. McAllister, Time


‘For those with an interest in espionage or even history in general, The Mitrokhin Archive is essential reading … An unmissable glimpse at what went on behind the scenes in Europe for the last 70 years’

Jonathan Turner, Irish News

‘A huge book … merely the first culling of an archive derived from more than 30,000 top-secret files of the KGB’s Foreign Intelligence Service … Mitrokhin seems to be giving us a head-on view into the dark mirror of Moscow Centre … He has given Andrew some fascinating material for his absorbing excursions into this secret world’

John Crossland, Sunday Times

‘A sweeping, densely documented history of the KGB’ Joseph E. Persico,

The New York Times Book Review

‘Open The Mitrokhin Archive and you enter a world of shadows more bizarre and chilling than anything Stephen King could possibly have invented … [it] offers everything you always wanted to know about Soviet intelligence operations but never dared ask’ Douglas Davis,

Jerusalem Post

‘A new history of the global effects of KGB activities, and of their obsessive paranoia at home … the book as a whole shows how even the most frigid of western Cold Warriors might have underestimated the commitment and reach of the Russian secret services’ David Horspool,

Guardian, Non-Fiction Books of the Year

‘A huge packed book whose interest outlives its revelations. Here is the world of spies in their own words, spirited out of Moscow by a defector. It’s by turns tragic, frightening and funny and it corrects many complacencies’ David Sexton,

Evening Standard, Best Non-Fiction 1999

‘The Mitrokhin files have offered Western intelligence and law enforcement a treasure trove of historical information about KGB operations around the world’ James Risen,

The New York Times


‘Filled with stories that seem stranger than fiction … Aficionados of espionage will be rummaging through this enormously detailed book for years’

Harvey Klehr, New Republic

‘A significant contribution to our century’s history’

Alan Judd, Spectator Books of the Year

‘Dissects the work of Soviet intelligence over 40 years in undermining the West and gripping Eastern Europe. The more impressive for its total avoidance of the usual hype. We read calmly and coolly of the fate which we avoided’

Douglas Hurd, Sunday Telegraph Books of the Year

‘Arguably the most important book ever written on the subject … monumental’ Arnold Beichman,

Washington Times

‘Richly detailed … with more stories than anything we’ve seen from Hollywood spy movies … remarkably informative’

Christian Science Monitor






The Evolution of the KGB, 1917–91

December 1917 Cheka

↓

February 1922 Incorporated in NKVD (as GPU)

↓
 
   July 1923 OGPU

↓
 
   July 1934 Reincorporated in NKVD (as GUGB)

↓
 
February 1941 NKGB

↓
 
   July 1941 Reincorporated in NKVD (as GUGB)

↓
 
  April 1943 NKGB

↓
 
March 1946 MGB

↓
 
October 1947 –
 November 1951 Foreign intelligence transferred to KI

↓
 
March 1953 Combined with MVD to form enlarged MVD

↓
 
  March 1954 –
 December 1991 KGB

The functions, unlike the nomenclature, of the Soviet security and intelligence apparatus remained relatively constant throughout the period 1917–91. In recognition of that continuity, KGB officers frequently described themselves, like the original members of the Cheka, as Chekisty. The term KGB is sometimes used to denote the security and intelligence apparatus of the whole Soviet era, as well as, more correctly, for the period after 1954.


Foreign Intelligence

Founded in 1920, the foreign intelligence department of the Cheka and its inter-war successors was known as the Inostrannyi Otdel (INO). From 1941 to 1947 it was succeeded by the Inostrannoye Upravleniye (INU), also known as the First Directorate. From 1947 to 1951, the main foreign intelligence functions were taken over by the Komitet Informatsii (KI). From 1952 to 1991 foreign intelligence was run by the First Chief Directorate (save for the period from March 1953 to March 1954, when it was known, confusingly, as the Second Chief Directorate).

Headquarters

Foreign intelligence officers and directives to residencies referred to KGB headquarters as the Centre. In practice the Centre usually referred to the headquarters of foreign intelligence rather than of the KGB as a whole. The organization of the KGB First Chief (Foreign Intelligence) Directorate is given in appendix D.






Abbreviations And Acronyms



	AFSA
	Armed Forces Security [SIGINT] Agency (USA)



	AKEL
	Cyprus Communist Party



	Amtorg
	American–Soviet Trading Corporation, New York



	ARA
	American Relief Association



	ASA
	Army Security [SIGINT] Agency (USA)



	AVH
	Hungarian security and intelligence agency



	AVO
	predecessor of AVH



	BfV
	FRG security service



	BND
	FRG foreign intelligence agency



	CDU
	Christian Democratic Union (FRG)



	Centre
	HQ of the KGB (or FCD) and their predecessors



	Cheka
	Vserossiiskaya Chrezvychainaya Kommisiya po Borbe s Kontr Revolyutsiyei i Sabotazhem: All-Russian Extraordinary Commission for Combating Counter-revolution and Sabotage (predecessor of KGB (1917–22))



	CIA
	Central Intelligence Agency (USA)



	COCOM
	Co-ordinating Committee for East-West Trade



	Comecon
	[Soviet Bloc] Council for Mutual Economic Aid



	Comintern
	Communist International



	CPC
	Christian Peace Conference



	CPC
	Communist Party of Canada



	CPCz
	Communist Party of Czechoslovakia



	CPGB
	Communist Party of Great Britain



	CPSU
	Communist Party of the Soviet Union



	CPUSA
	Communist Party of the United States of America



	CSU
	Christian Social Union (FRG: ally of CDU)



	DCI
	Director of Central Intelligence (USA)



	DGI
	Cuban intelligence agency



	DGS
	Portuguese security service



	DGSE
	French foreign intelligence service



	DGSP
	Romanian security service (Securitate)



	DIA
	Defense Intelligence Agency (USA)



	DLB
	dead letter-box



	DRG
	diversionnye razvedyvatelnye gruppy: Soviet sabotage and intelligence groups



	DS
	Bulgarian security and intelligence service



	DST
	French security service



	FAPSI
	Federalnoye Agentsvo Pravitelstvennoi Svyazi i Informatsii: Russian (post-Soviet) SIGINT agency



	FBI
	Federal Bureau of Investigation (USA)



	FCD
	First Chief (Foreign Intelligence) Directorate, KGB



	FCO
	Foreign and Commonwealth Office (UK)



	FRG
	Federal Republic of Germany



	GCHQ
	Government Communications Headquarters (British SIGINT Agency)



	GDR
	German Democratic Republic



	GKNT
	Gosudarstvennyi Komitet po Nauki i Tekhnologii: State Committee for Science and Technology



	GPU
	Gosudarstvennoye Politicheskoye Upravleniye: Soviet security and intelligence service (within NKVD, 1922–3)



	GRU
	Glavnoye Razvedyvatelnoye Upravleniye: Soviet Military Intelligence



	GUGB
	Glavnoye Upravleniye Gosudarstvennoi Bezopastnosti: Soviet security and intelligence service (within NKVD, 1934–43)



	Gulag
	Glavnoye Upravleniye Lagerei: Labour Camps Directorate



	HUMINT
	intelligence from human sources (espionage)



	HVA
	GDR foreign intelligence service



	ICBM
	intercontinental ballistic missile



	IMINT
	imagery intelligence



	INO
	Inostrannyi Otdel: foreign intelligence department of Cheka/GPU/OGPU/GUGB, 1920–41; predecessor of INU



	INU
	Inostrannoye Upravleniye: foreign intelligence directorate of NKGB/GUGB/MGB, 1941–7



	IRA
	Irish Republican Army



	JIC
	Joint Intelligence Committee (UK)



	K-231
	club of former political prisoners jailed under Article 231 of the Czechoslovak criminal code



	KAN
	Club of Non-Party Activists (Czechoslovakia)



	KDP
	German Community Party



	KGB
	Komitet Gosudarstvennoi Bezopastnosti: Soviet security and intelligence service (1954–91)



	KHAD
	Afghan security service



	KI
	Komitet Informatsii: Soviet foreign intelligence agency (1947–51), initially combining foreign intelligence directorates of the MGB and GRU



	KKE
	Greek Communist Party



	KKE-es
	breakaway Eurocommunist Greek Communist Party



	KOR
	Workers Defence Committee (Poland)



	KPÖ
	Austrian Communist Party



	Line F
	‘Special Actions’ department in KGB residency



	Line KR
	counter-intelligence department in KGB residency



	Line N
	illegal support department in KGB residency



	LINE PR
	political intelligence department in KGB residency



	Line SK
	Soviet colony department in KGB residency



	Line X
	S&T department in KGB residency



	LLB
	live letter-box



	MGB
	Ministerstvo Gosudarstvennoi Bezopastnosti: Soviet Ministry of State Security (1946–54)



	MGIMO
	Moscow State Institute for International Relations



	MI5
	British security service



	MI6
	alternative designation for SIS (UK)



	MOR
	Monarchist Association of Central Russia (‘The Trust’)



	MVD
	Ministerstvo Vnutrennikh Del: Ministry of Internal Affairs



	NATO
	North Atlantic Treaty Organization



	NKGB
	Narodnyi Kommissariat Gosudarstvennoi Bezopastnosti: Soviet security and intelligence service (1941–6; within NKVD, 1941–3)



	NKVD
	Narodnyi Kommissariat Vnutrennikh Del: People’s Commissariat for Internal Affairs (incorporated state security, 1922–3, 1934–43)



	NSA
	National Security [SIGINT] Agency (USA)



	NSC
	National Security Council (USA)



	NSZRiS
	People’s [anti-Bolshevik] Union for Defence of Country and Freedom



	NTS
	National Labour Alliance (Soviet émigré social-democratic movement)



	OGPU
	Obyedinennoye Gosudarstvennoye Politicheskoye Upravleniye: Soviet security and intelligence service, 1923–34)



	Okhrana
	Tsarist security service, 1881–1917



	OMS
	Comintern International Liaison Department



	OSS
	Office of Strategic Services (USA)



	OT
	Operational Technical Support (FCD)



	OTU
	(Operational Technical) Directorate, (KGB)



	OUN
	Organization of Ukrainian Nationalists



	OZNA
	Yugoslav security and intelligence service



	PCE
	Spanish Communist Party



	PC
	French Communist Party



	PCI
	Italian Communist Party



	PCP
	Portuguese Communist Party



	PFLP
	Popular Front for the Liberation of Palestine



	PIDE
	Portuguese security service



	PLO
	Palestine Liberation Organization



	POUM
	Workers Unification Party (Spanish Marxist/Trotskyist party in 1930s)



	PSOE
	Spanish Socialist Party



	PUWP
	Polish United Workers [Communist] Party



	RCMP
	Royal Canadian Mounted Police



	ROVS
	Russkiy Obshche-Voyenskiy Soyuz: [White] Russian Combined Services Union



	RYAN
	Raketno-Yadernoye Napadenie (Nuclear Missile Attack)



	SALT
	Strategic Arms Limitation Talks



	SAM
	Soviet surface-to-air missile



	SB
	Polish security and intelligence service



	SCD
	Second Chief (Internal Security and Counter-intelligence) Directorate, KGB



	SDECE
	French foreign intelligence service; predecessor of DGSE



	SDI
	Strategic Defense Initiative (‘Star Wars’)



	SED
	Socialist Unity [Communist] Party (GDR)



	SIGINT
	intelligence derived from interception and analysis of signals



	SIS
	Secret Intelligence Service (UK)



	SKP
	Communist Party of Finland



	Smersh
	‘Death to Spies!’ (Soviet military counter-intelligence 1943–6)



	SOE
	Special Operations Executive (UK)



	SPD
	Social Democratic Party (FRG)



	Spetsnaz
	Soviet special forces



	SR
	Socialist Revolutionary



	S&T
	scientific and technological intelligence



	Stapo
	Austrian police security service



	Stasi
	GDR Ministry of State Security



	Stavka
	Wartime Soviet GHQ/high command



	StB
	Czechoslovak security and intelligence service



	SVR
	Sluzhba Vneshnei Razvedki: Russian (post-Soviet) foreign intelligence service



	TUC
	Trades Union Congress (UK)



	UAR
	United Arab Republic



	UB
	Polish security and intelligence service; predecessor of SB



	UDBA
	Yugoslav security and intelligence service; successor to OZNA



	ULTRA
	high-grade British and American SIGINT in Second World War



	VPK
	Voyenno-promyshlennaya Kommisiya: Soviet Military – Industrial Commission



	VVR
	Supreme Military Council (anti-Bolshevik Ukrainian underground)



	WCC
	World Council of Churches



	WPC
	World Peace Council














The Transliteration of Russian Names

We have followed a simplified version of the method used by the US Board on Geographic Names and BBC Monitoring Service. Simplifications include the substitution of ‘y’ for ‘iy’ in surnames (Trotsky rather than Trotskiy) and of ‘i’ for ‘iy’ in first names (Yuri rather than Yuriy). In cases where a mildly deviant English version of a well-known Russian name has become firmly established, we have retained that version; for example: Beria, Evdokia (Petrova), Izvestia, Joseph (Stalin), Khrushchev and the names of Tsars.







Foreword

I have written this book in consultation with Vasili Mitrokhin, based on the extensive top secret material (described in chapter 1) which he has smuggled out from the KGB foreign intelligence archive. For the past quarter of a century, Mitrokhin has passionately wanted this material, which for twelve years he risked his life to assemble, to see the light of day. From that passion this book has been born.

Mitrokhin’s archive contains much information which the KGB and its successors have tried to conceal or suppress. He is undoubtedly right to insist, however, that it is in the public interest that it should be revealed. The activities of the KGB both at home and abroad are an essential part of the history not only of the Soviet Union and its foreign relations but also of the states against which it conducted hostile operations. Without access to KGB files those activities cannot be adequately understood. The official claim in Moscow that these files invariably demonstrate that Soviet foreign intelligence ‘honourably and unselfishly did its patriotic duty to Motherland and people’ is a distortion of the historical record which requires correction.

Like all archives, those of the KGB require interpretation in the light of previous research and related documents. The end notes and bibliography provide full details of the additional sources used to place Mitrokhin’s revelations in historical context. These sources also provide overwhelming corroborative evidence for his genuineness as a source and the authenticity of his material.

Codenames (also known as ‘worknames’ in the case of KGB officers) appear in the text in capitals. Many KGB codenames were used more than once. In such cases, the text, notes and index make clear which individual is referred to. It is important to note that the KGB gave codenames not merely to those who worked for it but also to those whom it targeted and others (such as Western policy-makers) who had no connection with it. Codenames are, in themselves, no evidence that the individuals to whom they refer were conscious or witting KGB agents or sources – or even that they were aware of being targeted for recruitment or influence operations. At the risk of stating the obvious, it should also be emphasized that the vast majority of those who expressed pro-Soviet opinions had, of course, no involvement with the KGB.

Some of the Soviet agents identified in KGB files can be referred to in this book only by their codenames. In a limited number of cases, chiefly because of the risk of prejudicing a possible prosecution, no reference can be made to them at all. These omissions do not, so far as I am aware, significantly affect the main conclusions of any chapter.

Christopher Andrew







Introduction to the Paperback Edition

CHRISTOPHER ANDREW

On 17 October 1995 I was invited to the post-modern London headquarters of the Secret Intelligence Service (better known as SIS or MI6) at Vauxhall Cross on the banks of the Thames to be briefed on one of the most remarkable intelligence coups of the late twentieth century. SIS told me how in 1992 it had exfiltrated from Russia a retired senior KGB archivist, Vasili Mitrokhin, his family and six large cases of top-secret material from the KGB’s foreign intelligence archive. Mitrokhin’s staggering feat in noting KGB files almost every working day for a period of twelve years and smuggling his notes out of its foreign intelligence headquarters at enormous personal risk is probably unique in intelligence history. When I first saw Mitrokhin’s archive a few weeks after the briefing, both its scope and secrecy took my breath away. It contained important new material on KGB operations around the world. The only European countries absent from the archive were the pocket states of Andorra, Monaco and Liechtenstein. (There was, however, some interesting material on San Marino.) It was clear that Mitrokhin had had access to even the most highly classified KGB files – among them those which gave the real identities and ‘legends’ of the Soviet ‘illegals’ living under deep cover abroad disguised as foreign nationals.1

Soon after my first examination of the archive, I met Vasili Mitrokhin over tea in a conference room at SIS headquarters and discussed collaborating with him in a history based on his material. Mitrokhin said little about himself. Indeed it later required some persuasion to convince him that it was worth including his own story at the beginning of our book. But Mitrokhin was passionate about his archive and anxious that as much of it as possible be used to expose the record of the KGB.

Early in 1996 Mitrokhin and his family paid their first visit to Cambridge University, where I am Professor of Modern and Contemporary History. I met them outside the Porters’ Lodge at Corpus Christi College, of which I’m a Fellow, and we had lunch together in a private room overlooking the medieval Old Court (the oldest complete court in Cambridge.) After lunch we went to the College Hall to look at what is believed to be the only surviving portrait of the College’s first spy and greatest writer – the Elizabethan dramatist Christopher Marlowe, who had been killed in a pub brawl in 1593 at the age of only twenty-nine, probably while working for the secret service of Queen Elizabeth I. Then we walked along the Backs through King’s and Clare colleges to visit Trinity and Trinity Hall, the colleges of the KGB’s best-known British recruits, the ‘Magnificent Five’, some of whose files Mitrokhin had noted.2 Mitrokhin had long ago mastered the art of being inconspicuous. The friends and colleagues whom we met as we walked round Cambridge did not give him a second glance.

In March 1996 the then Foreign Secretary, Malcolm Rifkind, gave approval in principle (later confirmed by his successor, Robin Cook) for me to write a book based on Mitrokhin’s extraordinary archive.3 For the next three and a half years, because the archive was still classified, I was able to discuss none of it with colleagues in Corpus Christi College and the Cambridge History Faculty – or even to reveal the nature of the book that I was writing. In Britain at least, the secret of the Mitrokhin archive was remarkably well kept. Until The Mitrokhin Archive went to the publishers, who also successfully avoided leaks, the secret was known, outside the intelligence community, only to a small number of senior ministers and civil servants. Tony Blair was first briefed on Mitrokhin while Leader of the Opposition in January 1995. Three years later, as Prime Minister, he endorsed the publication project.4

The secret of the Mitrokhin archive was less rigorously preserved by some of Britain’s allies. But though there were a few partial leaks by foreign governments and intelligence agencies which had been given access to parts of the archive, none had much resonance in Britain. In December 1998, I received out of the blue a phone call from a German journalist who had discovered both the codename by which Mitrokhin was known in Germany and the contents of some fragments of Mitrokhin’s German material. He told me he knew I was completing a first volume based on the Mitrokhin archive and had already planned a second. For the next few months I expected the story to break in the British press. Somewhat to my surprise, it did not do so.

On Saturday 11 September 1999, after three and a half years of secrecy and silence, The Mitrokhin Archive suddenly became front-page news when serialization began in The Times. Between Friday night and Saturday morning I moved from a long period in which I had not talked at all about The Mitrokhin Archive in public to a month in which I seemed to talk about little else. Unsurprisingly, the revelations which captured media attention were human-interest stories about Soviet spies in Britain rather than the more important but less parochial disclosures about KGB operations against NATO as a whole and against democratic dissent within the Soviet Bloc. Hitherto the media stereotype of a major Soviet spy in Britain, modelled on Kim Philby and his friends, had been of a bright but subversive Cambridge graduate, preferably from a good public school and with an exotic sex-life. In September 1999 the stereotype changed almost overnight with Mitrokhin’s unmasking of Melita Norwood, an 87-year-old great-grandmother from Bexleyheath memorably described by The Times as ‘The Spy Who Came In from the Co-op’ (where, for ideological reasons, she does most of her shopping), as the longest-serving of all Soviet spies in Britain.

A Times reporter was with Mrs Norwood early on the morning of 11 September as she listened to John Humphrys on the Today programme first recount some of the contents of her KGB file noted by Mitrokhin, then interview myself and Ann Widdecombe. ‘Oh dear!’ she told the Times reporter. ‘This is all so different from my quiet little life. I thought I’d got away with it. But I’m not that surprised it’s finally come out.’ Within a few hours, a media scrum had gathered expectantly outside Mrs Norwood’s end-of-terrace house, interviewing friends and neighbours about how she drank tea from a Che Guevara mug, put ‘Stop Trident’ posters in her window, sold home-made chutney in aid of Cuban support groups, and delivered more than thirty copies of the Morning Star every Saturday morning to veterans of the Bexley-heath Old Left. Mrs Norwood behaved with extraordinary composure when she emerged later in the day to face the media for the first time in her life. The image of the great-granny spy walking down her garden path between well-tended rose bushes to make a confession of sorts to a large crowd of reporters caught the imagination of millions of television viewers and newspaper-readers. ‘I’m 87 and unfortunately my memory is not what it was,’ Mrs Norwood began. ‘I did what I did not to make money but to help prevent the defeat of a new system which had, at great cost, given ordinary people food and fares which they could afford, given them education and a health service.’

[image: image]

As well as being a media sensation, Mrs Norwood’s guarded public confession was a remarkable historical document. What had captured her imagination before the Second World War, like that of most other Soviet agents of the time, was not the brutal reality of Stalin’s Russia but the idealistic myth-image of the world’s first worker-peasant state which had abolished unemployment and for the first time enabled working people to realize their full potential – the ‘new system’ nostalgically recalled by Mrs Norwood when she spoke to reporters. In the mid 1930s that myth-image was so powerful that, for true believers who, unlike Melita Sirnis (as she then was), were able to go on pilgrimage to the Soviet Union, it survived even the contrary evidence of their own eyes. Malcolm Muggeridge, probably the best of the British journalists then in Moscow, later wrote of the British pilgrims he encountered:


Their delight in all they saw and were told, and the expression they gave to that delight, constitute unquestionably one of the wonders of our age. There were earnest advocates of the humane killing of cattle who looked up at the massive headquarters of the OGPU [later the KGB] with tears of gratitude in their eyes, earnest advocates of proportional representation who eagerly assented when the necessity for a Dictatorship of the Proletariat was explained to them, earnest clergymen who reverently turned the pages of atheistic literature, earnest pacifists who watched delightedly tanks rattle across Red Square and bombing planes darken the sky, earnest town-planning specialists who stood outside overcrowded ramshackle tenements and muttered: ‘If only we had something like this in England!’ The almost unbelievable credulity of these mostly university educated tourists astounded even Soviet officials used to handling foreign visitors …5



When Melita Sirnis became a Soviet agent in 1937, the Soviet Union was in the midst of the Great Terror – the greatest peacetime persecution in modern European history.6 Mrs Norwood, however, still does not seem to grasp the depravity of the Stalinist regime into whose service she entered. ‘Old Joe [Stalin],’ she acknowledges, … ‘wasn’t a hundred per cent, but then the people around him might have been making things awkward, as folks do.’ At the end of her press statement, she was asked if she had any regrets about her career as a Soviet agent. ‘No,’ she replied, then went back inside her house. In another interview she declared, ‘I would do everything again.’7

Another former Soviet spy identified in The Mitrokhin Archive who made front-page news in Britain was ex-Detective Sergeant John Symonds. Like Norwood, Symonds gave a number of interviews. Symonds confessed to being, as Mitrokhin’s notes reveal, probably the first British ‘Romeo spy’ recruited by the KGB. He said that he had admitted as much almost twenty years earlier to MI5 and Scotland Yard but had been disbelieved. Though Mitrokhin’s notes give no statistics of the number of women seduced by Symonds during his career as a KGB illegal, Symonds claims that there were ‘hundreds’ of them. Initially the KGB decided that his sexual technique was deficient and, to his delight, sent ‘two extremely beautiful girls’ to act as his instructors. Symonds’s recollection of his subsequent career as a Romeo spy is rather rosier than suggested by his KGB file:


I just had a nice life. I’d say join the KGB, see the world – first class. I went all over the world on these jobs and I had a marvellous time. I stayed in the best hotels, I visited all the best beaches. I’ve had access to beautiful women, unlimited food, champagne, caviar, whatever you like, and I had a wonderful time. That was my KGB experience.



‘The only people I hurt,’ Symonds now claims, ‘was the Metropolitan Police.’8 Many of the women he seduced on KGB instructions would doubtless disagree.

Media reaction to Mitrokhin’s revelations was as parochial in most other countries as it was in Britain. The public appeal of the Russian agents identified by Mitrokhin is curiously similar to that of Olympic medal-winners. In espionage as in athletics, most of the world’s media are interested first and foremost in the exploits of their own nationals. The human-interest stories which aroused most interest in the United States were probably the KGB ‘active measures’ designed to discredit the long-serving Director of the FBI, J. Edgar Hoover, and the great civil rights leader Martin Luther King. The KGB was among the first to spread stories that Hoover was a predatory homosexual. King, whom the KGB feared might avert the race war it hoped would be ignited by the long hot summers which began in 1965, was probably the only American to be the target of both KGB and FBI active measures.

The topic in The Mitrokhin Archive (published in the USA as The Sword and the Shield) which attracted most attention in Congress concerned KGB preparations for sabotage operations against American targets during the Cold War. On 26 October 1999 I gave televised testimony on these preparations to a packed hearing of the House of Representatives Armed Services Committee. Mitrokhin’s material identifies the approximate locations of a number of the secret sites in the United States selected for KGB arms and radio caches for use in sabotage operations. On present evidence, it is impossible to estimate the number of these caches which were put in place. However, the former KGB general Oleg Kalugin, who was stationed in New York and Washington during the 1960s and early 1970s, has confirmed the existence of some KGB arms caches in the United States.9 As in Europe, some caches were probably booby-trapped and may now be in a dangerous condition. For reasons of public safety, The Mitrokhin Archive gave no clues to the location of any of the American sites selected for KGB arms caches. ABC TV News, however, revealed that one of the sites is located in the region of Brainerd, Minnesota.10 Later press reports, citing ‘congressional sources’, claimed that the FBI had carried out a search of the Brainerd area.11

In western Europe, The Mitrokhin Archive generated more front-page stories in Italy than it did even in Britain – though almost all the stories, unsurprisingly, were on Italian topics. In October 1999 an Italian parliamentary committee released 645 pages of reports (codenamed IMPEDIAN) on the Italians mentioned in the Mitrokhin archive which had been supplied several years earlier by SIS to Italian intelligence. Most KGB contacts were identified in the reports by name as well as codename. The Italian Foreign Ministry was said to be investigating the cases of thirty employees referred to in Mitrokhin’s notes. Much of the furore aroused by The Mitrokhin Archive in Italy, however, consisted of a revival of Cold War points-scoring which produced more political heat than historical light. Opponents of the government headed by the former Communist Massimo D’Alema seized on the references to Armando Cossutta, leader of the Communist PDCI which was represented in D’Alema’s coalition government. The Left retaliated by pointing to the identification in an IMPEDIAN report of a senator of the right-wing Forza Italia. The debate became further confused by conspiracy theorists on both right and left. A cartoon in La Repubblica, which D’Alema denounced as libellous, showed him blanking out a series of (presumably left-wing) names from the IMPEDIAN reports before their release. L’Unità, by contrast, claimed that left-wing ministers were increasingly convinced that the reports were the result of a plot by MI5 (which it apparently confused with SIS): ‘What has arrived is not a dossier from the KGB but one about the KGB constructed by British counter-espionage agents based on the confession of an ex-agent, if there is one, and “Mitrokhin” is just a codename for an MI5 operation.’12

The political controversy provoked in Britain by the publication of The Mitrokhin Archive centred chiefly on the behaviour of ministers and the intelligence community. Why, it was asked, had Melita Norwood not been prosecuted when her treachery had been known at least since Mitrokhin’s defection in 1992? And why had ministers not been better briefed about her and other traitors identified in the Mitrokhin archive by the intelligence and security agencies? It emerged, to my surprise, that I had known about the Norwood case for considerably longer than either the Home Secretary or the Prime Minister. Jack Straw was informed in December 1998 that Mitrokhin’s information might lead to the prosecution of ‘an 86-year-old woman who spied for the KGB forty years ago’, but was not told her identity until some months later. Tony Blair was not briefed about Mrs Norwood until shortly before her name appeared on the front page of The Times.13

The failure to prosecute Mrs Norwood combined with the delays in briefing ministers aroused deep suspicion in some of the media. The Express denounced ‘an appalling culture of cover-ups and incompetence in Britain’s secret services’. The Guardian suspected an MI5 plot:


We need to know whether Melita Norwood made a deal with the security services. Remember Blunt.14 Was the decision not to prosecute her based on compassion, or a desire to cover up security service incompetence?



Less than a decade earlier there would have been no mechanism for investigating these charges capable of inspiring public and parliamentary confidence. Until 1992 successive British governments refused even to admit SIS’s existence on the extraordinary, though traditional, grounds that such an admission would put national security at risk. Had SIS still been officially taboo seven years later, no official inquiry could possibly have produced a credible public report on the handling of the Mitrokhin archive. In 1999, however, there was an obvious body to conduct an inquiry: the Intelligence and Security Committee (ISC), established under the Intelligence Services Act of 1994 to examine ‘the expenditure, administration and policy’ of the intelligence and security agencies.

Since it began work in 1994, the ISC has been a largely unsung success story.15 Though not technically a parliamentary committee, since it reports to Parliament only through the Prime Minister, eight of its nine members are MPs. (The ninth is a member of the House of Lords.) Under the chairmanship of the former Conservative Defence Secretary, Tom King, its membership spans the political spectrum. Its founder members included Dale Campbell-Savours, previously a leading Labour critic of the intelligence community, who still serves on it. Largely because its members have failed either to divide on party lines and fall out among themselves or to find evidence of major intelligence abuses, the ISC has attracted relatively little media attention. Its generally positive reports on the performance of the intelligence community, however, have inevitably been dismissed by some conspiracy theorists as evidence of a cover-up.

On Monday 13 September 1999, only two days after The Times had begun serialization of The Mitrokhin Archive, Jack Straw announced in a statement to the Commons that the ISC had been asked to conduct an inquiry into ‘the policies and procedures adopted within the Security and Intelligence Agencies for the handling of the information supplied by Mr Mitrokhin’. Over the next nine months the ISC heard evidence from Jack Straw, Robin Cook and four former Conservative ministers, from the heads and other senior officers of MI5 and SIS, from the previous head of MI5, and from the Cabinet Secretary, Permanent Under Secretaries at the Home and Foreign Offices and other officials. Among the final witnesses were Mitrokhin and myself, who gave evidence to the ISC in the Cabinet Office at 70 Whitehall one after the other on the morning of 8 March 2000. While writing The Mitrokhin Archive, I had wrongly assumed that the Committee had been informed about the project. Some of the confusion which followed publication might well have been avoided if the ISC had been properly briefed well beforehand.

The ISC report in June 2000 identified a series of administrative errors which, as usual in Whitehall, had more to do with cock-up than with conspiracy. The first ‘serious failure’ identified by the ISC was the failure of the Security Service to refer the case of Mrs Norwood to the Law Officers in 1993:


This failure … resulted in the decision whether or not to prosecute Mrs Norwood effectively being taken by the Security Service. The Committee is concerned that the Service used public interest reasons to justify taking no further action against Mrs Norwood, when this was for the Law Officers to decide. We also believe that the failure of the Security Service to interview Mrs Norwood at this time prevented her possible prosecution.



For the next five years, owing to ‘a further serious failure by the Security Service’, the Norwood case ‘slipped out of sight’.16 MI5 may not deserve a great deal of sympathy for its oversight, but it does deserve some. The first priority of any security service are actual, followed by potential, threats. Among the mass of material provided by Mitrokhin in 1992, the case of the eighty-year-old Mrs Norwood, who had last been in contact with the KGB over a decade earlier and no longer posed any conceivable danger to national security, must have seemed a very low priority – particularly given the strain on MI5’s resources caused by cutbacks at the end of the Cold War and the threat from Irish terrorist groups.

Arguably, however, MI5 underestimated Mrs Norwood’s past importance. In evidence to the ISC, the Security Service concluded that her ‘value as an atom spy to the scientists who constructed the Soviet bomb must have been, at most, marginal’.17 That was not the view of the NKGB (as the KGB was then known) in the final months of the Second World War. In March 1945 it described the atomic intelligence she had provided as ‘of great interest and a valuable contribution to the development of work in this field’.18 Though Mrs Norwood was not, of course, an atom spy in the same class as Ted Hall and Klaus Fuchs, both of whom provided intelligence from inside the main nuclear laboratory at Los Alamos, the NKGB and the Soviet scientists with whom it was in close touch plainly regarded her intelligence as somewhat better than ‘marginal’. The intelligence she was able to provide on uranium fuel cladding and post-irradiation corrosion resistance was probably applicable to weapons development as well as to the construction of nuclear reactors.19 Until the final months of the War, the NKGB rated the atomic intelligence obtained in Britain almost as highly as that from the United States.20

As Jack Straw told the Commons when announcing the ISC inquiry, ‘There is no reason to doubt … that the KGB regarded Mrs Norwood as an important spy.’ Nor is there reason to doubt that she was both the KGB’s longest-serving British agent and its most important female British spy. From early in her career, the KGB had high expectations of her. It maintained contact with her in 1938–9 at a time when the shortage of foreign intelligence officers, many of whom were executed during the Terror, led it to lose touch with many other agents – including some of the Magnificent Five. Since the publication of The Mitrokhin Archive, Viktor Oshchenko, a former senior officer in the KGB scientific and technological intelligence (S&T) directorate, has kindly given me his recollections of the Norwood case. While stationed at the London residency in 1975, Oshchenko recruited Michael Smith, the KGB’s most important British S & T agent during the later Cold War.21 He remembers Mrs Norwood’s career as a Soviet agent as ‘a legendary case in the annals of the KGB – an important, determined and very valuable agent’, and was deeply impressed both by her ideological commitment and by her remarkable access to her boss’s papers. Among the intelligence which Oshchenko believes Mrs Norwood supplied were ‘valuable papers relating to the materials involved in missile production’.22 Details of the use made of Mrs Norwood’s intelligence within the Soviet Union, however, remain scarce. Mitrokhin’s notes from her file, though giving precise information on Mrs Norwood’s controllers and other operational matters, give little indication of the doubtless complex intelligence she supplied in the course of her long career as a Soviet agent. It is highly unlikely that the SVR will reveal any details of this intelligence until after Mrs Norwood’s death.

As well as criticizing MI5 for allowing the Norwood case to ‘slip out of sight’, the ISC also considered it ‘a serious failure of the Security Service not to refer Mr Symonds’ case to the Law Officers in mid-1993’. This too was plainly the result of cock-up rather than conspiracy – probably somewhere in MI5’s middle management. Even the Director-General of the Security Service from 1992 to 1996, Stella Rimington, was not informed by her staff of either the Norwood or the Symonds case, and was thus unable to brief Michael Howard, Home Secretary in the Major government, and his Permanent Under Secretary. Further confusion arose as a result of the fact that the ‘interdepartmental working group’ in Whitehall responsible for monitoring the progress of the publication project was itself ‘unaware of the significance of [Mitrokhin’s] UK material until late 1998’.23 My own direct contact with the working group was limited to an enjoyable lunch with its Chairman shortly before Christmas 1998. I was asked, when giving evidence to the ISC, whether, while writing The Mitrokhin Archive, I would have liked greater contact with the group. I would indeed.


The ISC’s Mitrokhin inquiry found much to praise as well as criticize:


Carrying the initial contact with Mr Mitrokhin right through to his and his family’s successful exfiltration together with all his material represents a major achievement by SIS. In addition the management of the material and its dissemination, as appropriate, to foreign liaison [intelligence] services was well handled. The Committee wish to pay tribute to this outstanding piece of intelligence work.24



I was heartened by the ISC’s endorsement of the 1996 decision to authorize me to write The Mitrokhin Archive in collaboration with Mitrokhin, as well as by the Committee’s conclusion (which I hope it is not too immodest to quote) that the book is ‘of tremendous value, as it gives a real insight into the KGB’s work and the persecution of the dissidents’.25 The ISC’s greatest praise was, quite rightly, reserved for Vasili Mitrokhin:


The Committee believes that he is a man of remarkable commitment and courage, who risked imprisonment or death in his determination that the truth should be told about the real nature of the KGB and their activities, which he believed were betraying the interests of his own country and people. He succeeded in this, and we wish to record formally our admiration for his achievement.



The ISC report regrets that ‘poor media handling [presumably by Whitehall] of the publication of The Mitrokhin Archive, which allowed the emphasis to fall on the UK spies, detracted from the brave work of Mr Mitrokhin and the importance of the revelations about the KGB’s work he wanted to expose’.26 In the initial media coverage, there was little mention of the fact that vastly more of the book is devoted to the KGB’s war against the dissidents and its attempts to stifle dissent throughout the Soviet Bloc than to the careers of Melita Norwood and John Symonds.

The chief problem in understanding both Mitrokhin and his archive, which was evident in much of the media coverage, is that neither is truly comprehensible in Western terms. The very notion of the hero, familiar to all other cultures and all previous Western generations, arouses greater scepticism in the early twenty-first century West than at any other time or place in recorded history. For those whose imaginations have been corroded by the cynicism of the age, the idea that Mitrokhin was willing to risk his life for twenty years for a cause in which he passionately believed is almost too difficult to grasp. Almost equally hard to comprehend is Mitrokhin’s willingness to devote himself throughout that period to compiling and preserving a secret archive which he knew might never see the light of day. For any Western author it is almost impossible to understand how a writer could devote all his or her energy and creative talent for many years to secret writing which might never be publicly revealed. Yet, as Chapter 1 seeks to show, some of the greatest Russian writers of the Soviet era did precisely that.27 No biography of any Western writer contains any death-bed scene comparable to the description by the widow of Mikhail Bulgakov of how she helped him out of bed for the last time so that he could satisfy himself before he died that his great, unpublished masterpiece, The Master and Margarita, arguably the greatest novel of the twentieth century, was still in its hiding place. The Master and Margarita survived to be published a quarter of a century later. It is a sobering thought, however, that for every forbidden masterpiece of the Soviet era which survives, there must be a larger number which have failed to survive or which, even now, are mouldering in their forgotten hiding places – as the Mitrokhin archive might well have done if Mitrokhin and SIS had not succeeded in removing it to Britain.

The Mitrokhin archive is no more comprehensible in purely Western terms than Mitrokhin himself. The commonest error in interpreting the KGB is to suppose that it was roughly equivalent to its main Western rivals. There were, of course, similarities in the operational techniques employed by intelligence agencies in East and West, as well as in the importance which each side attached to the other as an intelligence target. The fundamental difference between the Soviet one-party state and the Western democracies, however, was reflected in fundamental differences between their intelligence communities.

The differences were greatest in the Stalinist era. At the outbreak of the Second World War, Stalin regarded the NKVD’s pursuit in Mexico of the great, though harmless, heretic, Leon Trotsky, as a higher priority than collecting intelligence on Adolf Hitler. In the middle of the War, the paranoid strain which regularly distorted Soviet intelligence assessment persuaded Soviet intelligence chiefs – and no doubt Stalin himself – that the Magnificent Five, probably its ablest group of foreign agents, were part of a gigantic British intelligence deception. During his final years Stalin was sometimes obsessed with the hunting down of often imaginary Titoists and Zionists. His chief foreign policy objective at the end of his life may well have been the plan for an MGB (later KGB) illegal to assassinate Marshal Tito, who had succeeded Trotsky as the leading heretic of the Soviet Bloc. Stalin once called Lavrenti Beria, the most powerful of his intelligence chiefs, ‘my Himmler’. But there was no Western intelligence chief with whom Beria – or Himmler, the head of the SS – could be credibly compared.

Even after Stalin’s death and Beria’s execution in 1953, there remained basic differences between intelligence priorities in East and West. Perhaps the simplest way of judging whether any intelligence report is of critical importance is to ask the question: If it arrives in the middle of the night would you wake the relevant government minister? The answer to that question in Moscow was often quite different from that in Western capitals. On 27 October 1978, for example, the KGB resident in Oslo, Leonid Makarov, rang Mikhail Suslov, the member of the Politburo chiefly responsible for ideological purity, in the early hours. Why? Not to tell him that some great international crisis was about to break but to report that the Russian dissident Yuri Orlov had failed to win the Nobel Peace Prize. The Oslo residency was warmly congratulated for its supposed ‘operational effectiveness’ in achieving this entirely predictable result.28 It is simply not possible to imagine any Western minister being woken for any comparable reason.

The KGB’s domestic obsession with the detection and suppression of ‘ideological subversion’ spilled over into its foreign operations. It sought to impress the Party leadership by its zeal in discrediting dissidents abroad as well as at home. In the summer of 1978 the KGB First Chief (Foreign Intelligence) and Fifth (Ideological Subversion) Directorates jointly arranged the secret screening in Moscow to an audience of KGB and Party notables of the ‘commencement’ (graduation) address by the dissident writer Aleksandr Solzhenitsyn at Harvard University. The purpose of this extraordinary (by Western standards) evening was to seek to demonstrate that, thanks to the efforts of the KGB, Solzhenitsyn was now a largely discredited figure in the United States.29 The KGB’s mission to discredit dissidents who had emigrated to the West extended even to dissident ballet dancers, musicians and chess players.

For Western media used to interpreting the secret Cold War in terms of spy versus spy, Mitrokhin’s material on the KGB’s war against ideological subversion, unlike the revelations about individual spies, had little interest. There was, predictably, greater interest in this material in the countries of the former Soviet Bloc – reflected, for example, in the number of translations of The Mitrokhin Archive into Eastern European languages. The priority given by the KGB to maintaining the ideological orthodoxy of the Soviet Bloc was reflected by the fact that it deployed more of its elite group of illegals to Czechoslovakia during the Prague Spring of 1968 than, so far as is known, were ever used in any operation against a Western target.

The Cold War chapters of The Mitrokhin Archive give equal weight to KGB operations against the United States and to those against ideological subversion. Mitrokhin smuggled out of the KGB foreign intelligence headquarters important material on operations against some of the leaders of the struggle for democracy within the Soviet Bloc whose extraordinary moral courage eventually prevailed over the immense coercive force of the KGB and its allies. Two examples stand out. The first is the great Russian dissident and nuclear scientist Andrei Sakharov, dubbed ‘Public Enemy Number One’ by Yuri Andropov (successively KGB Chairman and Soviet leader), who survived persecution and internal exile by the KGB to become, in Gorbachev’s words, ‘unquestionably the most outstanding personality’ at the 1989 Congress of People’s Soviets. One of the most striking visual images of the crumbling of the Soviet system, which deserves to be as well known as the destruction of the Berlin Wall, is of Gorbachev and other members of the Politburo standing bareheaded by Sakharov’s open coffin after his sudden death in December 1989.

The second outstanding case is that of Cardinal Karol Wojtyła, Archbishop of Kraków, whom the KGB seems to have identified in the early 1970s as its most dangerous opponent in the Soviet Bloc. Wojtyła, however, was protected by his moral authority and eminence. The KGB, like the Polish SB, shrank from the immense public outcry which his arrest would provoke. Seen in hindsight, Wojtyła’s election in 1978 as Pope John Paul II marked the beginning of the end of the Soviet Bloc. Though the Polish problem was, with difficulty, contained for the next decade, it could not be resolved.

The organization which has studied The Mitrokhin Archive with the closest attention since its publication is the SVR, which is deeply concerned by its contents. No intelligence agency can expect either to recruit new agents or to maintain the loyalty of its existing agents unless it can convince them that it can keep their secrets indefinitely. The SVR is now ill-placed to do so. Thanks to Mitrokhin, no one who spied for the Soviet Union at any period between the October Revolution and the eve of the Gorbachev era can now be confident that his or her secrets are still secure. Mitrokhin’s material also contains information on Cold War operations conducted by the current head of the SVR, Vyacheslav Trubnikov, and other former senior KGB officers. Volume Two will contain a chapter on KGB activities in India, where Trubnikov made his reputation. If the past secrets of the SVR leadership have proved insecure, SVR agents may well conclude that theirs are also.

From the moment the Mitrokhin archive arrived in Britain, SIS realized that its contents were ‘of exceptional counter-intelligence significance, not only illuminating past KGB activity against Western countries but also promising to nullify many of Russia’s current assets’. The CIA similarly found the archive ‘the biggest CI [counter-intelligence] bonanza of the post-war period’. The FBI agreed. As the ISC report reveals, other Western intelligence agencies have also been ‘extremely grateful’ for the numerous CI leads provided by the Mitrokhin archive.30

Some insight into the turmoil inside the SVR which must have been provoked by the publication of The Mitrokhin Archive is provided by the file (noted by Mitrokhin) on the book on the KGB published by the American journalist John Barron a quarter of a century ago. KGB headquarters ordered no fewer than 370 reports in an attempt to assess the damage to its interests caused by various sections of Barron’s book.31 Mitrokhin’s revelations have doubtless led to even more damage assessments than Barron’s. There is already unattributable evidence of efforts by the SVR to ensure that no archivist ever again has the unrestricted access to files enjoyed by Mitrokhin.

Like the KGB First Chief Directorate, the SVR contains an ‘active measures’ section, Department MS, specializing in disinformation, which was inevitably instructed to try to undermine the credibility of The Mitrokhin Archive.32 On two occasions since the publication of the book, it has sent apparent Russian defectors to Western intelligence agencies, each with the same story about The Mitrokhin Archive. The SVR, claimed the ‘defectors’, had decided on a massive clear-out of redundant and retired agents which it had inherited from the KGB, and had therefore chosen a retired KGB archivist – Vasili Mitrokhin – to transmit their names to the West.33 This poorly conceived active measure proved counter-productive for two reasons. First, a series of Western intelligence agencies had already been able to establish that Mitrokhin’s material was far too valuable to them for the SVR to have willingly made it available. Secondly, both the bogus ‘defectors’ were quickly and conclusively exposed as SVR plants. The whole episode has merely served to underline the SVR’s deep anxiety at the damage to its agent operations caused by Mitrokhin’s material. Its mood will not have been lightened by the knowledge that there are many more revelations still to come in Volume Two. Mitrokhin’s ambition – unchanged for almost thirty years – remains to publish as much as possible of the top-secret material which he risked his life to collect.
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The Mitrokhin Archive

This book is based on unprecedented and unrestricted access to one of the world’s most secret and closely guarded archives – that of the foreign intelligence arm of the KGB, the First Chief Directorate (FCD). Hitherto the present Russian foreign intelligence service, the SVR (Sluzhba Vneshnei Razvedki), has been supremely confident that a book such as this could not be written. When the German magazine Focus reported in December 1996 that a former KGB officer had defected to Britain with ‘the names of hundreds of Russian spies’, Tatyana Samolis, spokeswoman for the SVR, instantly ridiculed the whole story as ‘absolute nonsense’. ‘Hundreds of people! That just doesn’t happen!’ she declared. ‘Any defector could get the name of one, two, perhaps three agents – but not hundreds!’1

The facts, however, are far more sensational even than the story dismissed as impossible by the SVR. The KGB defector had brought with him to Britain details not of a few hundred but of thousands of Soviet agents and intelligence officers in all parts of the globe, some of them ‘illegals’ living under deep cover abroad, disguised as foreign citizens. No one who spied for the Soviet Union at any period between the October Revolution and the eve of the Gorbachev era can now be confident that his or her secrets are still secure. When the British Secret Intelligence Service (SIS) exfiltrated the defector and his family from Russia in 1992, it also brought out six cases containing the copious notes he had taken almost daily for twelve years, before his retirement in 1984, on top secret KGB files going as far back as 1918. The contents of the cases have since been described by the American FBI as ‘the most complete and extensive intelligence ever received from any source’.

The KGB officer who assembled this extraordinary archive, Vasili Nikitich Mitrokhin, is now a British citizen. Born in central Russia in 1922, he began his career as a Soviet foreign intelligence officer in 1948, at a time when the foreign intelligence arms of the MGB (the future KGB) and the GRU (Soviet military intelligence) were temporarily combined in the Committee of Information.2 By the time Mitrokhin was sent on his first foreign posting in 1952,3 the Committee had disintegrated and the MGB had resumed its traditional rivalry with the GRU. His first five years in intelligence were spent in the paranoid atmosphere generated by the final phase of Stalin’s dictatorship, when the intelligence agencies were ordered to conduct witch-hunts through-out the Soviet Bloc against mostly imaginary Titoist and Zionist conspiracies.

In January 1953 the MGB was officially accused of ‘lack of vigilance’ in hunting down the conspirators. The Soviet news agency Tass made the sensational announcement that for the past few years world Zionism and Western intelligence agencies had been conspiring with ‘a terrorist group’ of Jewish doctors ‘to wipe out the leadership of the Soviet Union’. During the final two months of Stalin’s rule, the MGB struggled to demonstrate its heightened vigilance by pursuing the perpetrators of this non-existent plot. Its anti-Zionist campaign was, in reality, little more than a thinly disguised anti-Semitic pogrom. Shortly before Stalin’s sudden death in March 1953, Mitrokhin was ordered to investigate the alleged Zionist connections of the Pravda correspondent in Paris, Yuri Zhukov, who had come under suspicion because of his wife’s Jewish origins. Mitrokhin had the impression that Stalin’s brutal security supremo, Lavrenti Pavlovich Beria, was planning to implicate Zhukov in the supposed Jewish doctors’ plot. A few weeks after Stalin’s funeral, however, Beria suddenly announced that the plot had never existed, and exonerated the alleged conspirators.

By the summer of 1953 most of Beria’s colleagues in the Presidium were united in their fear of another conspiracy – that he might be planning a coup d’état to step into Stalin’s shoes. While visiting a foreign capital in July, Mitrokhin received a top secret telegram with instructions to decipher it himself, and was astonished to discover that Beria had been charged with ‘criminal anti-Party and anti-state activities’. Only later did Mitrokhin learn that Beria had been arrested at a special meeting of the Presidium on 26 June after a plot organized by his chief rival, Nikita Sergeyevich Khrushchev. From his prison cell Beria wrote begging letters to his former colleagues, pleading pathetically for them to spare his life and ‘find the smallest job for me’:



You will see that in two or three years I’ll have straightened out fine and will still be useful to you … I ask the comrades to forgive me for writing somewhat disjointedly and badly because of my condition, and also because of the poor lighting and not having my pince-nez.




No longer in awe of him, the comrades simply mocked his loss of nerve.

On 24 December it was announced that Beria had been executed after trial by the Supreme Court. Since neither his responsibility for mass murder in the Stalin era nor his own record as a serial rapist of under-age girls could be publicly mentioned for fear of bringing the Communist regime into disrepute, he was declared guilty instead of a surreal plot ‘to revive capitalism and to restore the rule of the bourgeoisie’ in association with British and other Western intelligence services. Beria thus became, following Yagoda and Yezhov in the 1930s, the third Soviet security chief to be shot for crimes which included serving as an (imaginary) British secret agent. In true Stalinist tradition, subscribers to the Great Soviet Encyclopedia were advised to use ‘a small knife or razor blade’ to remove the entry on Beria, and then to insert a replacement article on the Bering Sea.4

The first official repudiation of Stalinism was Khrushchev’s now-celebrated secret speech to a closed session of the Twentieth Congress of the Communist Party of the Soviet Union (CPSU) in February 1956. Stalin’s ‘cult of personality’, Khrushchev declared, had been responsible for ‘a whole series of exceedingly serious and grave perversions of Party principles, of Party democracy, of revolutionary legality’. The speech was reported to the KGB Party organization in a secret letter from the Central Committee. The section to which Mitrokhin belonged took two days to debate its contents. He still vividly recalls the conclusion of the section’s chairman, Vladimir Vasilyevich Zhenikhov (later KGB resident in Finland): ‘Stalin was a bandit!’ Some Party members were too shocked – or cautious – to say anything. Others agreed with Zhenikhov. None dared ask the question which Mitrokhin was convinced was in all their minds: ‘Where was Khrushchev while all these crimes were taking place?’

In the aftermath of the secret speech Mitrokhin became too outspoken for his own good. Though his criticisms of the way the KGB had been run were mild by Western standards, late in 1956 Mitrokhin was moved from operations to the FCD archives, where his main job was answering queries from other departments and provincial KGBs.5 Mitrokhin discovered that Beria’s personal archive had been destroyed on Khrushchev’s orders so as to leave no trace of the compromising material he had collected on his former colleagues. Ivan Aleksandrovich Serov, chairman of the KGB from 1954 to 1958, dutifully reported to Khrushchev that the files had contained much ‘provocative and libellous’ material.6

Mitrokhin was an avid reader of the Russian writers who had fallen out of favour in the final years of Stalinist rule and began to be published again during the mid-1950s. The first great literary event in Moscow after Stalin’s death was the publication in 1954, for the first time since 1945, of new poems by Boris Pasternak, the last leading Russian author to have begun his career before the Revolution. Published in a literary magazine under the title ‘Poems from the Novel Doctor Zhivago’, they were accompanied by a brief description of the epic but still unfinished work in which they were to appear. However, the completed text of Doctor Zhivago, which followed the meandering life of its enigmatic hero from the final phase of Tsarist rule to the early years of the Soviet regime, was judged far too subversive for publication and was officially rejected in 1956. In the novel, when Zhivago hears the news of the Bolshevik Revolution, ‘He was shaken and overwhelmed by the greatness of the moment, and thought of its significance for the centuries to come.’ But Pasternak goes on to convey an unmistakable sense of the spiritual emptiness of the regime which emerged from it. Lenin is ‘vengeance incarnate’ and Stalin a ‘pockmarked Caligula’.

Pasternak became the first Soviet author since the 1920s to circumvent the banning of his work in Russia by publishing it abroad. As he handed the typescript of Doctor Zhivago to a representative of his Italian publisher, Giangiacomo Feltrinelli, he told him with a melancholy laugh: ‘You are hereby invited to watch me face the firing squad!’ Soon afterwards, acting on official instructions, Pasternak sent a telegram to Feltrinelli insisting that his novel be withdrawn from publication; privately, however, he wrote a letter telling him to go ahead. Published first in Italian in November 1957, Doctor Zhivago became a bestseller in twenty-four languages. Some Western critics hailed it as the greatest Russian novel since Tolstoy’s Resurrection, published in 1899. Official outrage in Moscow at Doctor Zhivago’s success was compounded by the award to Pasternak of the 1958 Nobel Prize for Literature. In a cable to the Swedish Academy, Pasternak declared himself ‘immensely thankful, touched, proud, astonished, abashed’. The newspaper of the Soviet Writers’ Union, the Literaturnaya Gazeta, however, denounced him as ‘a literary Judas who betrayed his people for thirty pieces of silver – the Nobel Prize’. Under immense official pressure, Pasternak cabled Stockholm withdrawing his acceptance of the prize ‘in view of the significance given to this award in the society to which I belong’.7

Though Pasternak was not one of his own favourite authors, Mitrokhin saw the official condemnation of Doctor Zhivago as typifying Khrushchev’s cultural barbarism. ‘The development of literature and art in a socialist society,’ Khrushchev boorishly insisted, ‘proceeds … as directed by the Party.’ Mitrokhin was so outraged by the neo-Stalinist denunciations of Pasternak by Moscow’s literary establishment that in October 1958 he sent an anonymous letter of protest to the Literaturnaya Gazeta. Though he wrote the letter with his left hand in order to disguise his handwriting, he remained anxious for some time that his identity might be discovered. Mitrokhin knew from KGB files the immense resources which were frequently deployed to track down anonymous letter-writers. He was even worried that, by licking the gum on the back of the envelope before sealing it, he had made it possible for his saliva to be identified by a KGB laboratory. The whole episode strengthened his resentment at Khrushchev’s failure to follow his secret speech of 1956 by a thoroughgoing programme of de-Stalinization. Khrushchev, he suspected, had personally ordered Pasternak’s persecution as a warning to all those inclined to challenge his authority.

As yet, however, Mitrokhin pinned his faith not on the overthrow of the Soviet regime but on the emergence of a new leader less tainted than Khrushchev by his Stalinist past. When, late in 1958, Serov was replaced as KGB chairman by one of his leading critics, Aleksandr Nikolayevich Shelepin, Mitrokhin believed that the new leader had emerged. Aged only forty, Shelepin had made his reputation as a guerrilla commander during the Second World War. As head of the Communist Youth League (Komsomol) from 1952 to 1958, he had mobilized thousands of young people from Khrushchev’s ‘Virgin Lands’ campaign to turn vast areas of steppe into arable farmland. Though many of the new collective farms were later ruined by soil erosion, in the short term the campaign seemed a spectacular success. Soviet newsreels showed endless lines of combine-harvesters as they advanced through prairies rippling with grain and stretching as far as the eye could see.

As Mitrokhin had hoped, Shelepin rapidly established himself as a new broom within the KGB, replacing many veteran Stalinists with bright young graduates from Komsomol. Mitrokhin was impressed by the way that when Shelepin gave
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