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  About Idaho


  


  Idaho is not often called a border state but in many ways it is: a place in between the Rocky Mountains of the West and the Pacific Northwest, between the Great Basin deserts and the great interior forests. All of the states can legitimately claim great variety in their landscapes and attractions, but Idaho can stake a claim stronger than most.


  Many visitors to Idaho probably have little idea how much variety there is; the interstates in southern Idaho and on one short strip of the Panhandle provide little clue. To get to Idaho’s highest places, you have to get far from the interstates; the state’s greatest peak, Mount Borah, is near the center of the state, a couple of hours from any of the state’s large population centers. Much the same is true of Idaho’s lowest spots, such as Hells Canyon, said by some (depending on how you measure) to be the deepest gorge in North America.


  Most of Idaho is mountainous, like Nevada or western Montana. There is a massive valley, the Snake River Plain, crossing southern Idaho nearly from Wyoming in the east all the way to Oregon, and there are smaller plains elsewhere. But much of Idaho is too mountainous to make civilization an easy proposition.


  Idaho is one of the most lightly populated states in the United States. The largest urban area is around Boise—its population passed 764,718 in the 2020 census. Somewhat less than half as many people live in the Pocatello–Idaho Falls area in the east, and a third large population center is based around Coeur d’Alene in the north. Almost three-fourths of all the people in Idaho live in these areas, and they have been the locus of almost all of the population growth in the last few decades. In fact, Idaho was one of the half dozen fastest-growing states in the nation in that decade. Traditionally, resource industries—timber, mining, and agriculture—provided the economic base for the state. Today agriculture along with food processing is still a lead industry, but high-tech and service industries (including tourism) are at least as important.


  The intrepid souls who do explore Idaho find an endless array of vistas, land-forms, and environments. Huge portions of it are off-limits to encroaching civilization. About two-thirds of Idaho is publicly owned, and while some of that land is used for timber harvesting or other multiple-use purposes, most of it is in a natural state. Idaho also has several of the largest wilderness areas in the nation—roadless areas where people can come but not stay or even leave behind a trace of their presence.


  Interstates (84, 86, and 15) connect the main population centers in the Snake River Valley in the south, and a short strip of I-90 runs across the Panhandle in the north. But Idaho’s highway system remains a work in progress. Many miles of what are now paved highways in Idaho did not exist half a century ago, and new highway miles were paved even in the 2010s. Just one paved road—US 95—links north and south in Idaho; most of it is two-lane, and long stretches are narrow and twisting. Governors have called it the “goat trail.” The other highways may be twisted and full of switchbacks in mountain areas or long and straight in the valleys. Generally they are passable by all recreational vehicles.


  Off-highway travel, much of which is also off-pavement, is another matter. Some backcountry roads are relatively flat and straight, allowing for long runs of 50 miles per hour or even more. But those are unusual. Most backcountry roads are more challenging, and travel time for most travel should be estimated at 20 miles per hour or even less. Many forest roads were developed for logging trucks and are only as finely graded as are needed for those heavy-duty vehicles. Large recreational vehicles often can and do make their way along mountainous dirt roads, but the road quality varies widely. A carefully driven four-wheel-drive vehicle can traverse nearly all of Idaho’s maintained backcountry roads, but even in this case, note the qualifiers (carefully driven and nearly all).


  Get a detailed map of the area you’re planning to visit. The Forest Service has good maps available for its forest areas. If you don’t know what kind of road you’re setting out on, ask someone at the agency that manages the backcountry land and the road (most often in Idaho, this will be the Forest Service and the BLM or the county).


  Time of year matters. Snow survives in the highest elevations well into summer, and even in June and July high-elevation dirt and gravel roads can turn into mud pits. In some places snow can start again as early as mid-September. Sudden blizzards in the fall have trapped many a backcountry traveler. Be prepared when you travel. Make sure you have water, food, first-aid supplies, and extra clothing and blankets to manage cold weather. This applies even in summer in the higher reaches.


  In the great center of the state, dominated by mountain ranges and wilderness areas, you will find few roads of any kind. Some areas are even losing roads. The USDA Forest Service at times has said it will close some roads in forest lands—another reason to supplement your review of maps with a check-in at agency offices.


  Northern Idaho



  Northern Idaho, especially the Panhandle, tends to see more rain and snow, and it has more large bodies of water. The state’s two largest lakes, Coeur d’Alene and Pend Oreille, are located in the far north. Though a central Washington desert area lies between much of northern Idaho and the Pacific Ocean, a great deal of northern Idaho does resemble the Pacific Northwest: forested, lush, well-watered.


  Campgrounds near the two large lakes often are in high demand partly because they are located near the large population centers of Coeur d’Alene and Post Falls in Idaho and—just a half hour away—the Spokane, Washington, metro center. Those seeking a more remote getaway, however, can find it in many places throughout this region. Most of northern Idaho is national forestland, and campgrounds are scattered through remote forestlands from the Canadian border (one of them is easy walking distance from the border) south to Riggins (the traditional border with southern Idaho—and the place where the time zone switches from Pacific in the north to Mountain in the south).


  Southwest Idaho



  About half of Idaho’s population lives in the southwestern part of the state, nearly all of it within about fifty miles of Boise. That puts a crowding pressure on campgrounds especially close to Boise, and on summer weekends most public campgrounds within one hundred miles of Boise fill up well before sundown on Friday. That’s especially true because few camping opportunities exist on the desert plains around Boise itself (in what is called Treasure Valley); most of the camping is found in the mountains above.


  Travel a little farther, and spend more time off paved road and more on gravel, and many more possibilities open. The vast Owyhee Mountains south of Boise and the Snake River are a tremendous resource for truly primitive camping; few formal campsites exist here, but dispersed camping is popular all over this huge (and little-known) region. North of Boise and on up to the popular Cascade Lake and Payette Lake areas near McCall, campgrounds are all over, some directly on highways and others buried deep in the backcountry.


  Central Idaho



  Southern Idaho is more arid than the north. There are sand dunes in southwestern and far-eastern Idaho (and camping is allowed next to them), and large regions of the south are dry enough to qualify for desert status. That statement comes with a big qualifier, though, because the mountains of Idaho often store substantial water in their snowpacks and because Idaho has a massive river system centering on the Snake River. The Snake—running from eastern Idaho (where it enters the state from Wyoming) through the south to form part of the borders with Oregon and Washington, and leaving Idaho at Lewiston—has a huge system of tributaries. About 87 percent of Idaho is watered by the Snake River system. (Many Idahoans familiar with its back-country speak not of which county they are in but of which river basin: “That was in the Payette Basin,” or “Up in the Lochsa”.) Those waters have transformed much of Idaho, and nowhere is that more true than in South Idaho. The central part of the Snake River plain in the southern part of the state is commonly called Magic Valley because of how irrigation has magically transformed a desert once uninviting to settlers into a well-populated green garden.


  This central region is some of the most rugged in the state. The Sawtooth Mountains in the very middle of Idaho—near Stanley—are stunning for their jagged peaks and for the spectacular mountain lakes (Redfish is the most popular) at their feet. South of there lie enormous lava fields, a region called Craters of the Moon, and the opportunity (for those who pick their sites carefully and plan ahead) for mind-bending desert camping. Farther south still, south of those irrigated fields and south of the Snake River plain, are more mountains, a region remote and little known outside the state, with scenery ranging from the City of Rocks to a mountain campground situated higher than 10,000 feet—and a view spreading out a hundred miles to the north, all the way (on a clear day) to the Sawtooth Mountains.


  Eastern Idaho



  On a national level, eastern Idaho has been overshadowed by neighboring Yellowstone and Grand Teton National Parks. But “the Idaho side” just west of those parks has just as many outdoor activities to offer.


  It has lakes as scenic as those in northern Idaho—Henry’s Lake, Bear Lake, Blackfoot Reservoir, Palisades Reservoir, and others—which are renowned locally (and among savvy fishermen) but remain little known nationally. It has some of Idaho’s most popular rivers such as the Salmon to the north and Henry’s Fork (of the Snake River) to the east (both of which are lined with some of the best campground locations in Idaho). Some of these areas are so popular locally that campgrounds fill up fast on weekends, but many of the more remote places (especially away from the Island Park and Palisades Reservoir area) are lightly used even in summer.




  Northern Idaho


  Area 1: Boundary


  Where do you go to live if you want to get away from it all? This is one of the places—the farthest northern reach of Idaho, hugging the Canadian border. In fact, a fair number of the people who live here came here for just that reason. There are two border crossings here, Eastport and Porthill, but you don’t get a sense of international bustle in this country.


  The only population center in the area is Bonners Ferry, and it is a small city. (The most visible attraction is the Kootenai Tribal Casino on the east side of town.) Overall this is thinly settled country with a number of people living deep in the hills and woods.


  Much of this mostly mountainous land is managed by the Kaniksu National Forest (part of the Idaho Panhandle National Forest), and all of the public campgrounds here are operated by the Forest Service. A couple of them are among the prettiest camping sites in the state. Moose and white-tailed deer are often seen in this area along with a wide variety of birds in the wetlands and small lakes that dot the region.


  You should know too about one remarkable noncamping option: the Snyder Guard Station, a group of seven older Forest Service buildings designated in 1982 as historic sites. These can be rented, and several outdoor camping sites are associated with them. The location next to the Moyie River is excellent. It is located north of Bonners Ferry off CR 34.


  For more information:


  Bonners Ferry Chamber of Commerce


  PO Box X


  Bonners Ferry, ID 83805


  (208) 267-5922


  www.bonnersferrychamber.org


  Idaho Panhandle National Forests


  3815 Schreiber Way


  Coeur d’Alene, ID 83814


  (208) 765-7223


  www.fs.fed.us/ipnf/
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  Area 1: Boundary



	Campground number
	Campground
	Town
	Sites
	Max. RV length
	Electric
	Picnic
	Fire rings
	Toilets
	Showers
	Drinking water
	Dump station
	Disability access
	Recreation
	Can reserve
	Fees ($)
	Season
	Stay limit (days)



	1
	Meadow Creek
	Bonners Ferry
	22
	35
	
	▪
	▪
	V
	
	▪
	
	
	F
	
	$$
	May–Oct
	14



	2
	Smith Lake
	Bonners Ferry
	7
	22
	
	▪
	▪
	V
	
	▪
	
	
	BHS
	
	
	May–Oct
	14



	3
	Copper Creek
	Eastport
	16
	35
	
	▪
	▪
	V
	
	▪
	
	▪
	FH
	
	$
	May–Oct
	14



	4
	Robinson Lake
	Eastport
	10
	27
	
	▪
	▪
	V
	
	▪
	
	▪
	BFHS
	
	$
	May–Oct
	14






  U = Unspecified number Toilets: F = Flush, V = Vault Recreation: B = Boating, F = Fishing, H = Hiking, S = Swimming


  Per-night campsite cost: $ = Less than $10 $$ = $10 to $15 $$$ = $16 to $20 $$$$ = More than $20


  1 Meadow Creek


  

  
    Location: Northeast of Bonners Ferry


    GPS: N48.81987' / W116.14733'


    Facilities and Amenities: Drinking water, vault toilets, fire rings, river access.


    Elevation: 2,300 feet.


    Road Conditions: The road is mildly rugged but passable for most motor vehicles in good weather conditions. Take it slow and easy.


    Hookups: None.


    Sites: 22 campsites.


    Maximum RV Length: 35 feet.


    Season: Year-round. Water available Memorial Day to Labor Day.


    Fees: $15 for a single campsite when water is available; free otherwise.


    Maximum Stay: 14 days in or near a campground.


    Management: USDA Forest Service, Bonners Ferry Ranger District (208) 267-5561, www.fs.usda.gov/ipnf/.


    Reservations: None; first come, first served.


    Pets: Allowed but must be leashed in campgrounds and on some trails and kept back from swimming areas.


    Quiet Hours: 10 p.m. to 6 a.m. ordinarily, subject to change.


    Cell Service: Very unlikely.


    Recreation: Fishing, picnicking, river floating, huckleberry picking.


    Finding the campground: From Bonners Ferry drive north on US 95 for 3 miles then east on US 2 for 2.5 miles to the city of Moyie Springs then north (away from Moyie Springs) on Meadow Creek Road for 11 miles.


    The campground: Located on the Moyie River, this is a good spot both for fishing in the Moyie and for hiking and huckleberry picking. The area, well within the Purcell Mountain Range, is forested and mountainous, and the campground is several hundred feet higher than Moyie Springs. The camping sites are well shaded and generously spaced.

  


  2 Smith Lake


  

  
    Location: North of Bonners Ferry


    GPS: N48.778782' / W116.26401'


    Facilities and Amenities: Drinking water (hand pumps), fire rings, vault toilets.


    Elevation: 2,890 feet.


    Road Conditions: The off-highway portion of the drive here is not long and the lower levels of it are good but after the first mile or so it turns tough.


    Hookups: None.


    Sites: 7 campsites.


    Maximum RV Length: 22 feet.


    Season: Late spring to mid-fall.


    Fees: None.


    Maximum Stay: 14 days in or near a campground.


    Management: USDA Forest Service, Bonners Ferry Ranger District (208) 267-5561, www.fs.usda.gov/ipnf/.


    Reservations: None; first come, first served.


    Pets: Allowed but must be leashed in campgrounds and on some trails and kept back from swimming areas.


    Quiet Hours: 10 p.m. to 6 a.m. ordinarily, subject to change.


    Cell Service: Very unlikely.


    Recreation: Boating, swimming, hiking, picnicking.


    Finding the campground: Drive north of Bonners Ferry on US 95 for 5 miles then east 2 miles on Boundary CR 36.


    The campground: Check for directions before heading up here into the mountains because the signs sometimes don’t do the job. Once you arrive you’ll find a boat ramp and open picnic area. The camping area is largely forested.

  


  3 Copper Creek


  

  
    Location: South of Eastport


    GPS: N48.982458' / W116.163112'


    Facilities and Amenities: Drinking water (seasonal), fire rings, barrier-free access (3 sites), vault toilets.


    Elevation: 2,610 feet.


    Road Conditions: Good highway then decent gravel road the last mile to the campground.


    Hookups: None.


    Sites: 16 campsites.


    Maximum RV Length: 35 feet but two sites accommodate 40 feet.


    Season: Year-round.


    Fees: $15 for a single campsite when water is available; free otherwise.


    Maximum Stay: 14 days in or near a campground.


    Management: USDA Forest Service, Bonners Ferry Ranger District (208) 267-5561, www.fs.usda.gov/ipnf/.


    Reservations: None; first come, first served.


    Pets: Allowed but must be leashed in campgrounds and on some trails and kept back from swimming areas.


    Quiet Hours: 10 p.m. to 6 a.m. ordinarily, subject to change.


    Cell Service: Very unlikely.


    Recreation: Fishing, hiking.


    Finding the campground: From Eastport drive on US 95 south 1 mile then east on FR 2517 for 1 mile.


    The campground: Here’s your chance to camp only a short hike from the Canadian border. You’re less than two miles from the small community of Eastport, which has limited services but a variety of supplies available. (There are duty-free shops here too.) Close by the campground and a short walk to the east you’ll find spectacular Copper Falls, one of the most scenic waterfalls in Idaho. You can find fishing access here to the Moyie River. Three of the camping sites here are accessible to people with disabilities.

  


  4 Robinson Lake


  

  
    Location: South of Eastport


    GPS: N48.969584' / W116.218545'


    Facilities and Amenities: Drinking water, fire rings, barrier-free access (3 sites), vault toilets.


    Elevation: 2,800 feet.


    Road Conditions: Narrow and hilly but paved all the way into the campground.


    Hookups: None.


    Sites: 10 campsites.


    Maximum RV Length: 27 feet.


    Season: Year-round.


    Fees: $15 for a single campsite when water is available; free otherwise.


    Maximum Stay: 14 days in or near a campground.


    Management: USDA Forest Service, Bonners Ferry Ranger District (208) 267-5561, www.fs.usda.gov/ipnf/.


    Reservations: None; first come, first served.


    Pets: Allowed but must be leashed in campgrounds and on some trails and kept back from swimming areas.


    Quiet Hours: 10 p.m. to 6 a.m. ordinarily, subject to change.


    Cell Service: Very unlikely.


    Recreation: Boating, fishing, hiking, picnicking, swimming.


    Finding the campground: Drive north from Bonners Ferry on US 95 East for 8.7 miles then north on Robinson Lake Campground Road/FR 448 for 0.3 mile.


    The campground: You don’t exactly camp on the shores of this little lake, but the water is just over a walkable berm. Not far away, herons and ospreys nest. The campground area is nicely forested and hilly with a couple of fast-moving streams flowing through. There’s just enough space to keep campers from being on top of one another. The spaces are spread out well.


    Area 2: Priest Lake


    The future of Priest Lake has been a hotly fought-over topic for years in northern Idaho. Should its waters, its seventy-two miles of shoreline, and its wonderful wooded terrain be protected from further development? Or should more people be allowed to build their homes here? How should the state lands in this area be managed?


    What’s absolutely clear is that this is a very popular destination. This is one of the most lushly vegetated parts of Idaho with evergreens and spruces growing thick and ferns and many other plants in the underbrush. Vacation homes line the western side of the lake (the state park is located on the eastern side), and the small community of Coolin at the southern base of the lake is a busy marina center.


    Priest Lake’s 25,000 acres are renowned for canoeing, boating, fishing (it holds a record for a giant mackinaw catch), and hiking. There are a number of private resorts and camping sites along with the public sites noted here. It is one of Idaho’s premier destinations.


    The campgrounds are among Idaho’s prettiest waterfront locations. In addition to the camping sites noted here, several not accessible by road merit mention. On Kalispell Island (on the southern part of the lake, near the Luby Bay campground), the Forest Service operates twelve camping areas, each with one to seven sites. Just south of this island is Bartoo Island, which has seven camping areas, two of them for group use. These are strictly pack-in pack-out sites (some of the island sites require use of portable toilets). Several Forest Service campgrounds are also located on Upper Priest Lake but are accessible only by hiking trail or boat. Check with the Priest Lake Ranger District at (208) 443-2512 for more information.


    While most of the area close to the lake is relatively developed, the region generally is packed with a wide range of wildlife. You’ll find moose and white-tailed deer in the area, as well as coyotes—and bears. Most are black bears but there are a few grizzlies about so be careful to use bear etiquette in the area (see “Idaho Outdoors”).


    Most of the campgrounds here, as in so much of Idaho, are National Forest campgrounds.


    For more information:


    Priest River Chamber of Commerce


    PO Box 929


    Priest River, ID 83856


    (208) 443-3191


    www.priestlake.org

  
  [image: chpt_fig_002]


    Area 2: Priest Lake



	Campground number
	Campground
	Town
	Sites
	Max. RV length
	Electric
	Picnic
	Fire rings
	Toilets
	Showers
	Drinking water
	Dump station
	Disability access
	Recreation
	Can reserve
	Fees ($)
	Season
	Stay limit (days)



	5
	Priest Lake State Park
	Priest Lake
	151
	50
	
	▪
	▪
	FV
	▪
	▪
	▪
	▪
	BFHS
	▪
	$$–$$$
	Year-round
	15



	6
	Outlet
	Priest Lake
	31
	22
	
	
	▪
	F
	
	▪
	
	
	BFHS
	▪
	$$$
	May–Sept
	14



	7
	Osprey
	Priest Lake
	16
	20
	
	
	▪
	V
	
	▪
	
	
	FHS
	
	$
	May–Sept
	14



	8
	Luby Bay
	Priest Lake
	52
	60
	
	
	▪
	F
	
	▪
	▪
	▪
	FHS
	▪
	$$
	May–Sept
	14



	9
	Reeder Bay
	Priest Lake
	24
	50
	
	
	▪
	F
	
	▪
	
	▪
	FHS
	▪
	$$
	May–Sept
	14



	10
	Beaver Creek
	Priest Lake
	40
	35
	
	
	▪
	FV
	
	▪
	
	▪
	FHS
	▪
	$$
	May–Sept
	14





    U = Unspecified number Toilets: F = Flush, V = Vault Recreation: B = Boating, F = Fishing, H = Hiking, S = Swimming


  Per-night campsite cost: $ = Less than $10 $$ = $10 to $15 $$$ = $16 to $20 $$$$ = More than $20

  


  5 Priest Lake State Park


  

  
    Location: North of Priest River


    GPS: N48.505328' / W116.800187'


    Facilities and Amenities: Drinking water, electric and water hookups, dump station, barrier-free access, fire rings, flush and vault toilets, showers, minimart, laundry, amphitheater, lake access, pull-through sites.


    Elevation: 2,440 feet.


    Road Conditions: Paved in places, good gravel in others. Quality lessens on the farthest north reaches.


    Hookups: Water, electric. Wi-Fi available at the visitor center for the Indian Creek unit.


    Sites: 151 campsites.


    Maximum RV Length: 50 feet.


    Season: Year-round but a number of services close from late fall to early spring.


    Fees, Resident: Motor vehicle entry, $7 per vehicle; basic campsite, $24; electric campsite, $30; full hookup site, $32; group site, $300.


    Fees, Non-Resident:  Motor vehicle entry, $14 per vehicle; basic campsite, $48; electric campsite, $60; full hookup site, $64; group site, $350.


    Maximum Stay: Generally 15 days in a 30-day period.


    Management: Idaho Department of Parks and Recreation (208) 443-6710.


    Reservations: 1-888-9-CAMPID or 1-888-922-6743.


    Pets: Dogs must be confined or leashed in the park.


    Quiet Hours: 10 p.m. to 6 a.m. ordinarily, subject to change.


    Cell Service: Very unlikely.


    Recreation: Boating, fishing, hiking, picnicking, snowmobiling, swimming, waterskiing, visitor center.


    Finding the campground: From Priest River (the town) drive 25 miles north on ID 57 and then follow the sign to Coolin. The park covers a wide tract of land east of Coolin.


    The campground: Priest Lake State Park has three camping areas. Dickensheet is located about 4 miles south of Coolin and next to Priest River (not the lake). Rafts and canoes can be launched here and taken up or down Priest River. The Indian Creek area, 11 miles north of Coolin, is where park headquarters is located. Fishing, boating, and waterskiing on the lake are popular here as is snowmobiling in the winter. Groceries, propane, marina services and boat rentals, restaurants, and indoor lodging all are available here. Farthest north, 23 miles north of Coolin, is the Lionhead area (named after a local rock formation), a favorite both for boating and for relaxing on a fine, white-sand beach. Hiking trails are accessible in all these locations.

  


  6 Outlet


  

  
    Location: North of Priest River


    GPS: N48.495369' / W116.893072'


    Facilities and Amenities: Drinking water, fire rings, flush toilets.


    Elevation: 2,500 feet.


    Road Conditions: Good highway and recently paved roads within the campground.


    Hookups: None.


    Sites: 31 campsites.


    Maximum RV Length: 22 feet.


    Season: Mid-May to late September.


    Fees: $26–28 per day for a single campsite, $52 for a double. More than one vehicle will incur an extra charge.


    Maximum Stay: 14 days in or near a campground.


    Management: USDA Forest Service, Priest Lake Ranger District (208) 443-2512, www.fs.usda.gov/ipnf/.


    Reservations: None; first come, first served.


    Pets: Allowed but must be leashed in campgrounds and on some trails and kept back from swimming areas.


    Quiet Hours: 10 p.m. to 6 a.m. ordinarily, subject to change.


    Cell Service: Some coverage.


    Recreation: Boating, fishing, hiking, picnicking, swimming.


    Finding the campground: From Priest River (the town) drive 25 miles north on ID 57, then 1 mile northeast on FR 237. It’s about 1 mile from the Osprey campground.


    The campground: Shady, well-manicured (without becoming city-park civilized), and sloping down to Priest Lake, which you can see through the trees. Site facilities (fire rings and table) are above average in quality.

  


  7 Osprey


  

  
    Location: North of Priest River


    GPS: N48.501978' / W116.889964'


    Facilities and Amenities: Drinking water, fire rings, flush toilets, beach access.


    Elevation: 2,400 feet.


    Road Conditions: Good highway and then newly paved road within the campground.


    Hookups: None.


    Sites: 16 campsites.


    Maximum RV Length: 20 feet.


    Season: Mid-May to late September.


    Fees: $26–28 for a single campsite.


    Maximum Stay: 14 days in or near a campground.


    Management: USDA Forest Service, Priest Lake Ranger District (208) 443-2512, www.fs.usda.gov/ipnf/.


    Reservations: www.recreation.gov. Some first-come, first-served sites.


    Pets: Allowed but must be leashed in campgrounds and on some trails and kept back from swimming areas.


    Quiet Hours: 10 p.m. to 6 a.m. ordinarily, subject to change.


    Cell Service: Good coverage with some carriers (e.g., Verizon, AT&T), problems with others.


    Recreation: Fishing, hiking, picnicking, swimming.


    Finding the campground: From Priest River (the town) drive 25 miles north on ID 57. One mile north of the well-marked Outlet campground, turn east onto driveway and continue to Osprey.


    The campground: Facilities here are relatively primitive compared with some of the other public campgrounds in this area but its location on the lake is second to none. The campground area’s slope down to the lake amounts to stadium seating for a lake view. This site, like most of the others around Priest Lake, gets plenty of use in the summer. Unusually, this area is connected to a local water system (the Outlet Water Association).

  


  8 Luby Bay


  

  
    Location: North of Priest River


    GPS: N48.55073' / W116.924593'


    Facilities and Amenities: Drinking water, dump station, fire rings, barrier-free access, flush toilets, amphitheater.


    Elevation: 2,350 feet.


    Road Conditions: Excellent highway north along Priest Lake then 1 mile of gravel road leading up to the campground


    Hookups: Electricity and water are available for 5 sites.


    Sites: 52 campsites.


    Maximum RV Length: 60 feet.


    Season: Mid-May to late September.


    Fees: $26–28 for a single campsite.


    Maximum Stay: 14 days in or near a campground.


    Management: USDA Forest Service, Priest Lake Ranger District (208) 443-2512, www.fs.usda.gov/ipnf/.


    Reservations: www.recreation.gov.


    Pets: Allowed but must be leashed in campgrounds and on some trails and kept back from swimming areas.


    Quiet Hours: 10 p.m. to 6 a.m. ordinarily, subject to change.


    Cell Service: Not reliable.


    Recreation: Fishing, hiking, picnicking, swimming.


    Finding the campground: From Priest River (the town) drive north about 28 miles on ID 57 to Lamb Creek Village area (look for campground sign) then turn right (east) and drive 1 mile on gravel road.


    The campground: Unusual for most Forest Service campgrounds, this one is located near a small community, Lamb Creek. There campers can find a boat launch and marina and can check out a historical museum. Like most of the other Priest Lake campgrounds, this one is on a shady, sloped lakeshore. Luby Bay is divided into upper and lower sections. Several large parking spurs are available for maneuvering larger vehicles. The amphitheater is sometimes used for talks on nature subjects and occasionally by scouting and other groups. The Forest Service imposes a 2-day minimum stay for most weekends and a 3-day stay on holiday weekends. The maximum stay is 14 days.

  


  9 Reeder Bay


  

  
    Location: North of Priest River


    GPS: N48.626261' / W116.890576'


    Facilities and Amenities: Drinking water, fire rings, flush toilets, barrier-free access.


    Elevation: 2,400 feet.


    Road Conditions: Good. The road is paved up to the campground and travel is easy inside.


    Hookups: None.


    Sites: 24 campsites.


    Maximum RV Length: 50 feet.


    Season: Mid-May to late September.


    Fees: $26–28 for a single campsite.


    Maximum Stay: 14 days in or near a campground.


    Management: USDA Forest Service, Priest Lake Ranger District (208) 443-2512, www.fs.usda.gov/ipnf/.


    Reservations: www.recreation.gov.


    Pets: Allowed but must be leashed in campgrounds and on some trails and kept back from swimming areas.


    Quiet Hours: 10 p.m. to 6 a.m. ordinarily, subject to change.


    Cell Service: Varies by carrier.


    Recreation: Fishing, hiking, picnicking; swimming beach, canoeing.


    Finding the campground: From Priest River (the town) drive 39 miles north on ID 57 to Nordman then turn east on FR 1339, a paved road (there’s just one in the area), and continue for 3 miles.


    The campground: This is the flattest campground among the Priest Lake Forest Service campgrounds and the least tree-covered. Neither of these things is necessarily a negative, though. Reeder is probably the easiest of the group for some campers to set up their temporary quarters. The most remote of the major Priest River campgrounds, it gets a little less use than some of the others. Facilities are above average, including flush toilets (unusual for Forest Service campgrounds), and the lake view is perfectly good.

  


  10 Beaver Creek


  

  
    Location: North of Priest River


    GPS: N48.73518' / W116.859963'


    Facilities and Amenities: Drinking water, flush and vault toilets, fire rings, lake access, barrier-free access, horseshoe pit, on-site restaurant.


    Elevation: 2,500 feet.


    Road Conditions: Good, with easy access for almost any vehicle all the way to the campground. The campground roads are now paved as well.


    Hookups: None.


    Sites: 40 campsites and 1 group campsite.


    Maximum RV Length: 35 feet.


    Season: Mid-May to late September.


    Fees: $24 for a single campsite, $85 for a group site.


    Maximum Stay: 14 days in or near a campground.


    Management: USDA Forest Service, Priest Lake Ranger District (208) 443-2512, www.fs.usda.gov/ipnf/.


    Reservations: www.recreation.gov.


    Pets: Allowed but must be leashed in campgrounds and on some trails and kept back from swimming areas.


    Quiet Hours: 10 p.m. to 6 a.m. ordinarily, subject to change.


    Cell Service: Very unlikely.


    Recreation: Fishing, hiking, picnicking, swimming, boating.


    Finding the campground: From Priest River (the town) drive 39 miles north on ID 57 to Nordman then turn right and drive 12 miles northeast on Reeder Bay Road/FR 1339.


    The campground: The two main loops here are in a forested area overlooking one of the northernmost reaches of Priest Lake. Make your reservation four days or more before your arrival. There are security gates at the campground entrance, and they close daily from 10 p.m. until early morning. A large, 35-person group site is available as well, and reservations are strongly recommended for its use. There’s a good-sized, roped-off swimming area along the shore.

  

    Area 3: Pend Oreille


    It’s a close call, but some say Lake Pend Oreille—Idaho’s largest lake—is even more beautiful than better-known Lake Coeur d’Alene to the south. Certainly more of it is easy to view because US 2 and then ID 200 run along most of its northern shoreline. Pend Oreille (pond o-ray) is thought to mean “ear pendants” in French—or it was intended to mean that—but a book titled Names on the Land by George Stewart notes that “it is not even good French.” It may have been named in reference to nearby Indians because it was given the name some decades before the lake was mapped—hence, before anyone knew its shape.


    This is probably Idaho’s foremost lake for boating, and you can find a number of marinas along the north shore. It is also one of Idaho’s best for fishing, especially for trout. Moose are especially prevalent in this area so keep a look out for the big creatures. Big birds nest along the lake. They include eagles, herons, and ospreys.


    The lake itself is only the beginning of the attractions here, however. Sandpoint is a true jewel among Idaho’s smaller cities, an arts center with many galleries in its downtown that hosts a series of major regional arts events through the year. Don’t let Sandpoint’s small size fool you.


    The whole area is strewn with hiking possibilities. Not least of these is the Schweitzer Mountain Ski Area just north of Sandpoint.


    And don’t forget the other cities on the lake: Priest River, Hope, and Clark Fork. All of them are worth a visit.


    For more information:


    Greater Sandpoint Chamber of Commerce


    PO Box 928


    Sandpoint, ID 83864


    (208) 263-2161


    www.sandpoint.org/chamber


    Priest River Chamber of Commerce


    PO Box 929


    Priest River, ID 83856


    (208) 448-2721


    www.priestlake.org


    Idaho Panhandle National Forests


    3815 Schreiber Way


    Coeur d’Alene, ID 83814


    (208) 765-7223


    www.fs.fed.us/ipnf/

  
  [image: chpt_fig_003]


    Area 3: Pend Oreille



	Campground number
	Campground
	Town
	Sites
	Max. RV length
	Electric
	Picnic
	Fire rings
	Toilets
	Showers
	Drinking water
	Dump station
	Disability access
	Recreation
	Can reserve
	Fees ($)
	Season
	Stay limit (days)



	11
	Whiskey Rock Bay
	Clark Fork
	10
	
	
	▪
	▪
	V
	
	▪
	
	
	BS
	
	
	May–Oct
	14



	12
	Porcupine Lake
	Clark Fork
	5
	
	
	▪
	▪
	F
	
	▪
	▪
	▪
	BFS
	
	
	May–Oct
	14



	13
	Sam Owen
	Hope
	59
	60
	
	▪
	▪
	F
	
	▪
	▪
	▪
	BFS
	▪
	$$$$
	May–Sept
	14



	14
	Springy Point Recreation Area
	Sandpoint
	39
	35
	
	▪
	▪
	F
	▪
	▪
	▪
	
	BFS
	▪
	$$$$
	May–Oct
	14



	15
	Round Lake State Park
	Sandpoint
	51
	24
	▪
	▪
	▪
	F
	▪
	▪
	▪
	
	BFHS
	▪
	$$–$$$$
	Year-round
	15



	16
	Riley Creek Recreation Area
	Priest River
	67
	40
	
	▪
	▪
	F
	▪
	▪
	▪
	▪
	BFS
	▪
	$
	May–Sept
	14



	17
	Priest River Recreation Area
	Priest River
	21
	45
	
	▪
	▪
	F
	▪
	▪
	▪
	
	BS
	▪
	$–$$
	May–Sept
	14



	18
	Albeni Cove Recreation Area
	Priest River
	14
	40
	
	▪
	▪
	F
	▪
	▪
	▪
	
	BFS
	▪
	$$$$
	May–Sept
	14



	19
	Green Bay
	Sagle
	11
	
	
	▪
	▪
	V
	
	
	▪
	
	BFS
	
	
	May–Oct
	14





    U = Unspecified number Toilets: F = Flush, V = Vault Recreation: B = Boating, F = Fishing, H = Hiking, S = Swimming


  Per-night campsite cost: $ = Less than $10 $$ = $10 to $15 $$$ = $16 to $20 $$$$ = More than $20



  11 Whiskey Rock Bay


  

  
    Location: Southwest of Clark Fork


    GPS: N48.052654' / W116.453377'


    Facilities and Amenities: Fire rings, vault toilets.


    Elevation: 2,000 feet.


    Road Conditions: Expect a drive of more than an hour from Clark Fork over a sometimes rugged forest route. The road is occasionally steep, and it has switchbacks. This road is accessible to RVs in the summer but is not recommended in the spring. Check for conditions for other vehicles.


    Hookups: None.


    Sites: 10 campsites (3 of them on the lake).


    Maximum RV Length: None specified.


    Season: May to late October.


    Fees: None.


    Maximum Stay: 14 days in or near a campground.


    Management: USDA Forest Service, Sandpoint Ranger District (208) 263-5111, www.fs.usda.gov/ipnf/.


    Reservations: None; first come, first served.


    Pets: Allowed but must be leashed in campgrounds and on some trails and kept back from swimming areas.


    Quiet Hours: 10 p.m. to 6 a.m. ordinarily, subject to change.


    Cell Service: Very unlikely.


    Recreation: Boating, picnicking, swimming.


    Finding the campground: From ID 200 in Clark Fork drive 30 miles southwest on FR 278. Those planning to tent it may prefer to boat across the lake (a distance of 10 miles) from Garfield Bay.


    The campground: The southeast side of Lake Pend Oreille (along the section of the lake that jags south about 35 miles) has but one campground—and it’s a beauty, partly forested, partly open air. The view of the lake and mountains beyond is not sweeping but is well framed by mountains and shoreline. Boating is popular here and though overland travel certainly is possible, many campers get here by boat from across Lake Pend Oreille. Be aware that facilities and services are few and not close at hand so pack carefully before setting out.

  


  12 Porcupine Lake


  

  
    Location: Northwest of Clark Fork


    GPS: N48.156811' / W116.185570'


    Facilities and Amenities: Drinking water, barrier-free access, dump station, fire rings, flush toilets, lake access, pull-through sites.


    Elevation: 4,800 feet.


    Road Conditions: Gravel mountain roads with the last half-dozen miles a steep and sometimes rough climb. Give your vehicle a good looking-over and check in with the local ranger station before tackling this trek.


    Hookups: None.


    Sites: 5 campsites.


    Maximum RV Length: No RVs; tents only.


    Season: June to September.


    Fees: None.


    Maximum Stay: 14 days in or near a campground.


    Management: USDA Forest Service, Sandpoint Ranger District (208) 263-5111, www.fs.usda.gov/ipnf/.


    Reservations: None; first come, first served.


    Pets: Allowed but must be leashed in campgrounds and on some trails and kept back from swimming areas.


    Quiet Hours: 10 p.m. to 6 a.m. ordinarily, subject to change.


    Cell Service: Very unlikely.


    Recreation: Boating, fishing, picnicking, swimming.


    Finding the campground: From central Clark Fork drive along FR 419 (Lightning Creek Road) about 9 miles north of Clark Fork to FR 642 (Porcupine Creek Road). Note: You can’t drive all the way there because the final stretch of road has been taken out by the Forest Service, but you can use a midsize ATV to get there. Camping is still allowed.


    The campground: A small campground, remote and relatively hard to get to. Still, for those who crave getting away from it all and avoiding crowds, Porcupine Lake is one of the best in the region. It is located next to St. Charles Creek in a wooded valley.

  


  13 Sam Owen


  

  
    Location: East of Hope


    GPS: N48.223372' / W116.294253'


    Facilities and Amenities: Drinking water, fire rings, dump station, flush toilets, barrier-free access, covered picnic shelter, lake and beach access, pull-through sites.


    Elevation: 2,100 feet.


    Road Conditions: Partly paved and partly gravel, typically well maintained and smooth but watch out for occasional and nasty potholes.


    Hookups: None. A group shelter has electric lights.


    Sites: 59 campsites.


    Maximum RV Length: 60 feet.


    Season: Mid-May to late September.


    Fees: $26–28 for a single campsite.


    Maximum Stay: 14 days in or near a campground.


    Management: USDA Forest Service, Sandpoint Ranger District (208) 263-5111, www.fs.usda.gov./ipnf/.


    Reservations: www.recreation.gov.


    Pets: Allowed but must be leashed in campgrounds and on some trails and kept back from swimming areas.


    Quiet Hours: 10 p.m. to 6 a.m. ordinarily, subject to change.


    Cell Service: Unreliable.


    Recreation: Boating, fishing, picnicking, swimming, an amphitheater.


    Finding the campground: From Hope drive 3 miles southeast on ID 200 and then 2 miles west on Bonner CR 1002.


    The campground: One of the larger public Panhandle campgrounds and one of the most heavily used, Sam Owen is carefully organized. You’ll find nice forest cover and some distance between many of the sites. The lake access is not immediately evident from most of the campground—you don’t get the great lakeside view you get in some other regional sites—but it isn’t far away either. A pavilion is available to rent for presentations.

  


  14 Springy Point Recreation Area


  

  
    Location: South of Sandpoint


    GPS: N48.238823' / W116.550050'


    Facilities and Amenities: Drinking water, flush toilets, showers, fire rings, dump station.


    Elevation: 2,100 feet.


    Road Conditions: Lakeshore Drive is mostly paved.


    Hookups: None.


    Sites: 39 shady campsites near the water, and 37 are standard non-electric. There are 2 walk-to sites


    Maximum RV Length: 35 feet.


    Season: May to August.


    Fees: $22.


    Maximum Stay: 14 days in 30-day period.


    Management: U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (208) 437-3133.


    Reservations: www.recreation.gov.


    Pets: Allowed but must be leashed in campgrounds and on some trails and kept back from swimming areas.


    Quiet Hours: 10 p.m. to 6 a.m. ordinarily, subject to change.


    Cell Service: Very unlikely.


    Recreation: Boating, fishing, picnicking, swimming.


    Finding the campground: From Sandpoint drive 1.5 miles south on US 95 then turn west onto Lakeshore Drive and drive about 2 miles.


    The campground: An expansive, well-shaded camping site with rolling hills and an intermittent look at Lake Pend Oreille from the south. Sites are spread out so campers aren’t on top of one another. Amenities are above average, and firewood is available for purchase. The site is located close enough to Sandpoint that campers can hike the Long Bridge (US 95) over Lake Pend Oreille into town.

  


  15 Round Lake State Park


  

  
    Location: South of Sandpoint


    GPS: N48.166938' / W116.636737'


    Facilities and Amenities: Drinking water, electric hookups, dump station, fire rings, flush toilets, showers, lake access, visitor center, firewood sales.


    Elevation: 2,100 feet.


    Road Conditions: Good; nearly all paved.


    Hookups: Water, electric.


    Sites: 51 campsites in total, 16 with hookups and 35 are standard (2 are ADA).


    Maximum RV Length: 24 feet.


    Season: Year-round.


    Fees, Resident: Motor vehicle entry, $7 per vehicle; basic campsite, $24; electric campsite, $30.


  Fees, Non-resident: Motor vehicle entry, $14 per vehicle; basic campsite, $48; electric campsite, $60.


    Maximum Stay: Generally 15 days in a 30-day period.


    Management: Idaho Department of Parks and Recreation (208) 443-6710.


    Reservations: 1-888-9-CAMPID or 1-888-922-6743.


    Pets: Dogs must be confined or leashed in the park.


    Quiet Hours: 10 p.m. to 6 a.m. ordinarily, subject to change.


    Cell Service: Very unlikely.


    Recreation: Boating, fishing, hiking, picnicking, swimming, a visitor center.


    Finding the campground: From Sandpoint drive 10 miles south on US 95, over the bridge across Lake Pend Oreille, and then 2 miles west on Dufort Road to the park entrance.


    The campground: Round Lake is a small (58 acres), relatively shallow (about 37 feet at its deepest), circular (as its name implies) glacial lake only a few miles south of Pend Oreille and one of Idaho’s older state parks (established in 1965). It’s a good place for boating and swimming, and a beach area is close to the campground. This is a well-shaded area with ponderosa pines and Douglas firs dominating among the many tall trees. Wildlife is abundant in the area. Keep a lookout for black bears and watch as well for raccoons, porcupines, white-tailed deer, and many others. Fishing is said to be good in the lake as well because a variety of trout species hang out there.

  


  16 Riley Creek Recreation Area


  

  
    Location: East of Priest River


    GPS: N48.238823' / W116.550050'


    Facilities and Amenities: Drinking water, dump station, flush toilets, fire rings, showers, barrier-free access.


    Elevation: 2,100 feet.


    Road Conditions: Paved to the campground.


    Hookups: Water, electric.


    Sites: 67 campsites, all with electric and water hookups, and a group shelter.


  Site Limits: 2 motorized vehicles, 1 camping unit, unlimited tents, and 8 people.


    Maximum RV Length: 40 feet.


    Season: May to September.


    Fees: $30 for a single campsite, $70 for a group shelter.


    Maximum Stay: 14 days in a 30-day period.


    Management: U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (208) 437-3133.


    Reservations: www.recreation.gov.


    Pets: Dogs must be confined or leashed in the park.


    Quiet Hours: 10 p.m. to 6 a.m. ordinarily, subject to change.


    Cell Service: Very unlikely.


    Recreation: Boating, fishing, picnicking, swimming.


    Finding the campground: From the city of Priest River drive 8 miles east on US 2 to Laclede and then turn right (south) and drive on the Riley Creek Road 1 mile nearly to the river.


    The campground: Riley Creek is an outgrowth of the Army Corps of Engineers development of the Albeni Falls Dam in 1955. This is an attractive, shaded, well-maintained campground. A residential area also facing the Pend Oreille River is adjacent so bear in mind that you have neighbors. This part of Lake Pend Oreille is especially popular for water sports, from kayaking to jet skiing. This area often gets busy on summer weekends so plan to arrive early.

  


  17 Priest River Recreation Area


  

  
    Location: East of Priest River


    GPS: N48.178821' / W116.890454'


    Facilities and Amenities: Drinking water, dump station, fire rings, flush toilets, lake access, showers.


    Elevation: 2,100 feet.


    Road Conditions: Paved into the campground.


    Hookups: Electric at the group site.


    Sites: 20 individual campsites and 1 group campsite.


    Maximum RV Length: 45 feet.


    Season: May to September.


    Fees: $22 for a single campsite.


    Maximum Stay: 14 days in 30-day period.


    Management: U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (208) 437-3133.


    Reservations: www.recreation.gov.


    Pets: Dogs must be confined or leashed in the park.


    Quiet Hours: 10 p.m. to 6 a.m. ordinarily, subject to change.


    Cell Service: Intermittent.


    Recreation: Boating, picnicking, swimming.


    Finding the campground: From the city of Priest River drive 1 mile east on US 2 and then turn right (south) at the campground sign.


    The campground: Shaded in places, open-air in others, this campground is nearly on the banks of the Pend Oreille River and has a nice overlook. It is especially well set up for small groups with a small, open-air theater and recreation facilities. This recreation area also is a popular picnic spot among Spokane-area residents looking for a little away time so be aware that summer weekends may be busy.

  


  18 Albeni Cove Recreation Area


  

  
    Location: West of Priest River


    GPS: N48.175473' / W116.999245'


    Facilities and Amenities: Drinking water, dump station, fire rings, flush toilets, showers.


    Elevation: 2,100 feet


  Road Conditions: Paved to the campground. However, the Corps also notes, “Access to the recreation area is over a rough, gravel road, RVs not recommended.”


    Hookups: None.


    Sites: 14 campsites.


  Site Limits: 2 motorized vehicles, 1 camping unit, 2 tents, 8 people.


    Maximum RV Length: 40 feet.


    Season: May to September.


    Fees: $22 for a single campsite.


    Maximum Stay: 14 days in 30-day period.


    Management: U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (208) 437-3133.


    Reservations: www.recreation.gov.


    Pets: Dogs must be confined or leashed in the park.


    Quiet Hours: 10 p.m. to 6 a.m. ordinarily, subject to change.


    Cell Service: Some coverage.


    Recreation: Boating, fishing, picnicking, swimming.


    Finding the campground: From Priest River drive 6 miles west on US 2 (2 miles east of Oldtown). The campground is about 1 mile south of the highway (follow the signs).


    The campground: The best shaded of the Army Corps sites in this area—and all of them have nice shade trees—this one, as one camper there said, “makes you feel like you’re in your own world.” The campground is directly across from the Albeni Dam, which dominates the scene at the campground. The boat launch may, depending on time of year and the amount of water in the area, be usable or not. Call ahead if boating from here is your intent. Reservations are advised during the summer. The local Army Corps office notes that many people ask whether utility hookups are available here. The answer is no, they are not.

  


  19 Green Bay


  

  
    Location: Southeast of Sandpoint, east of Sagle


    GPS: N48.178139' / W116.405548'


    Facilities and Amenities: Fire rings, dump station, vault toilets, picnic tables, lake access, pull-through sites.


    Elevation: 2,100 feet.


    Road Conditions: The last few miles are rough and considered unsuitable for trailers and motor homes.


    Hookups: None.


    Sites: 11 campsites.


    Maximum RV Length: None specified.


    Season: May to October.


    Fees: None.


    Maximum Stay: 14 days in or near a campground.


    Management: USDA Forest Service, Sandpoint Ranger District (208) 263-5111, www.fs.usda.gov/ipnf/.


    Reservations: None; first come, first served.


    Pets: Allowed but must be leashed in campgrounds and on some trails and kept back from swimming areas.


    Quiet Hours: 10 p.m. to 6 a.m. ordinarily, subject to change.


    Cell Service: Very unlikely.


    Recreation: Boating, fishing, picnicking, swimming.


    Finding the campground: Drive south from Sandpoint on US 95 for about 5 miles then (according to Forest Service directions) “from Garfield Bay, take the first road to the left past the Forest Service picnic area. Follow this road for about 0.75 mile. Turn right onto FR 532. Take FR 532 about 1 mile to Green Bay Road 2672. Road 2672 is not suitable for motorhomes or trailers. Follow Road 2672 to the parking area for the campground.” The campground can be reached by boat across Lake Pend Oreille.


    The campground: This is an attractive lakeside campground site but only minimally developed. If relatively primitive camping in a highly scenic spot is your preference, this may be a good choice. It is a relatively new campground.


    Area 4: Coeur d’Alene


    Probably only Sun Valley edges out Coeur d’Alene as the best-known Idaho vacation spot. The city is perched on the northern shore of the like-named lake and, like Sun Valley, deserves its international renown. The visitor centerpiece is the resort, a large hotel and convention center on the lake. There are associated downtown shopping centers and even a floating golf green within walking distance. Charter boats are available for tours on Lake Coeur d’Alene.


    The Coeur d’Alene area is one of Idaho’s fastest growing, holding its own with growth in the Boise area in the 1990s. It is located in the metro area of Spokane, Washington, which gives visitors here access to that city’s amenities. That also means that the Coeur d’Alene area is a close-by playground for the population of Spokane, which can make some parts crowded at times.


    You can, however, engage in all sorts of outdoor activities here. You’ll find fishing, swimming, and boating on Lake Coeur d’Alene (and in several nearby lakes, such as Fernan and Spirit) and camping and hiking in a variety of locations. One of the best nature walks in the area is adjacent to downtown Coeur d’Alene. Tubbs Hill, which juts into the lake, is a mostly undeveloped nature preserve, home to a vast variety of birds and a range of other animals as well.


    For more information:


    Coeur d’Alene Chamber of Commerce


    1621 N 3rd St


    Coeur d’Alene, ID 83814


    (208) 664-3194


    www.coeurdalene.org


    Idaho Panhandle National Forests


    3815 Schreiber Way


    Coeur d’Alene, ID 83814


    (208) 765-7223


    fs.fed.us/ipnf/

  
  [image: chpt_fig_004]


    Area 4: Coeur d’Alene



	Campground number
	Campground
	Town
	Sites
	Max. RV length
	Electric
	Picnic
	Fire rings
	Toilets
	Showers
	Drinking water
	Dump station
	Disability access
	Recreation
	Can reserve
	Fees ($)
	Season
	Stay limit (days)



	20
	Farragut State Park
	Athol
	223
	31
	▪
	▪
	▪
	FV
	▪
	▪
	▪
	▪
	BFH
	▪
	$$$–$$$$
	Year-round
	15



	21
	Mokins Bay
	Hayden
	16
	22
	
	▪
	▪
	V
	
	▪
	
	
	BF
	
	$$$$
	May–Sept
	14



	22
	Honeysuckle
	Coeur d’Alene
	7
	16
	
	▪
	▪
	V
	
	▪
	
	▪
	FH
	
	$$
	May–Sept
	14



	23
	Beauty Creek
	Coeur d’Alene
	20
	32
	
	▪
	▪
	V
	
	▪
	
	▪
	BFH
	
	$$$
	May–Sept
	14



	24
	Bell Bay
	Harrison
	26
	40
	
	▪
	▪
	V
	
	▪
	
	▪
	BFS
	▪
	$$$$
	May–Sept
	14



	25
	Heyburn State Park
	Plummer
	120
	55
	▪
	▪
	▪
	F
	▪
	▪
	▪
	
	BFHS
	▪
	$$–$$$$
	Year-round
	14





    U = Unspecified number Toilets: F = Flush, V = Vault Recreation: B = Boating, F = Fishing, H = Hiking, S = Swimming


  Per-night campsite cost: $ = Less than $10 $$ = $10 to $15 $$$ = $16 to $20 $$$$ = More than $20

  


  20 Farragut State Park


  

  
    Location: East of Athol


    GPS: N47.951532' / W116.602778'


    Facilities and Amenities: Drinking water, barrier-free access, electric and water hookups, fire rings, dump station, flush and vault toilets, showers, pull-through sites.


    Elevation: 2,050 feet.


    Road Conditions: Paved to the campground.


    Hookups: Water and electric at most sites.


    Sites: 61 basic campsites; 156 sites with water and electric; and 48 full hookup sites. There are 7 ADA sites, 10 camping cabins, 6 equestrian sites, and 6 group sites.


    Maximum RV Length: None specified; varies by site.


    Season: Year-round but some roads are not accessible during winter (snow) months.


    Fees, Resident: Motor vehicle entry, $7 per vehicle; basic and equestrian sites, $24; water and electric site, $30; companion water and electric site, $60; full hookup site, $32; group site, $50–$150.


    Fees, Non-Resident:  Motor vehicle entry, $14 per vehicle; basic and equestrian sites, $48; water and electric site, $60; companion water and electric site, $120; full hookup site, $64; group site, $55–$165.


    Maximum Stay: Generally 15 days in a 30-day period.


    Management: Idaho Department of Parks and Recreation (208) 683-2425.


    Reservations: 1-888-9-CAMPID or 1-888-922-6743.


    Pets: Dogs must be confined or leashed in the park and are not allowed on groomed trails.


    Quiet Hours: 10 p.m. to 6 a.m. ordinarily, subject to change.


    Cell Service: Very unlikely.


    Recreation: Boating, fishing, hiking, picnicking.


    Finding the campground: From Hayden drive north 14 miles to Athol on US 95, then turn right (east) on ID 54 and continue 7 miles to the park entrance.


    The campground: Farragut is located on the southernmost reach of Lake Pend Oreille and not Lake Coeur d’Alene. It has one of the most distinctive histories of any park in Idaho. During World War II, the area was taken over as a naval training base, and close to 300,000 sailors received training there. Part of it was also used as a prisoner-of-war camp for a small number of German soldiers. After that an unsuccessful attempt was made to turn it into a college campus, then years later the land was turned into a state park. It is now one of the more expansive and well-appointed state campgrounds in Idaho.

  


  21 Mokins Bay


  

  
    Location: East of Hayden and east of Hayden Lake


    GPS: N47.784508' / W116.666397'


    Facilities and Amenities: Drinking water, LP gas, fire rings, vault toilets, horseshoe pit.


    Elevation: 2,300 feet.


    Road Conditions: Paved to the campground.


    Hookups: None.


    Sites: 15 campsites.


  Site Limits: 8 people per campsite.


    Maximum RV Length: 22 feet.


    Season: Late May to early September.


    Fees: $24.


    Maximum Stay: 14 days in or near a campground.


    Management: USDA Forest Service, Coeur d’Alene River Ranger District (208) 769-3000, www.fs.usda.gov/ipnf/.


    Reservations: www.recreation.gov.


    Pets: Allowed but must be leashed in campgrounds and on some trails and kept back from swimming areas.


    Quiet Hours: 10 p.m. to 6 a.m. ordinarily, subject to change.


    Cell Service: Unreliable.


    Recreation: Boating, fishing, picnicking.


    Finding the campground: Drive about 1 mile north of central Hayden on US 95 and then turn east on Lancaster Road for 5 miles. Turn left (north) on Hayden Lake Road and follow it about 11 miles north of and around Hayden Lake to Mokins Bay on its east side. At that point turn east at the Public Camp sign. The campground is another 200 feet. The drive from Hayden is about 30 minutes.


    The campground: The west and north sides of Hayden Lake are privately owned and an upscale resort area (Bing Crosby had a home there). The east side and beyond is public land and open for limited camping. The countryside is gorgeous, of course, and so is the lake. The host site has electric and telephone hookups. This is a popular campground and it is first come, first served so be sure to check for availability.

  


  22 Honeysuckle


  

  
    Location: Northeast of Coeur d’Alene


    GPS: N47.73773' / W116.4767'


    Facilities and Amenities: Drinking water, fire rings, barrier-free access, vault toilets.


    Elevation: 2,800 feet.


    Road Conditions: The way here from Coeur d’Alene is almost all gravel mountain road, some of it rough.


    Hookups: None.


    Sites: 7 campsites.


    Maximum RV Length: 16 feet.


    Season: Mid-May to late September.


    Fees: $14.


    Maximum Stay: 14 days in or near a campground.


    Management: USDA Forest Service, Coeur d’Alene River Ranger District (208) 769-3000, www.fs.usda.gov/ipnf/.


    Reservations: www.recreation.gov.


    Pets: Allowed but must be leashed in campgrounds and on some trails and kept back from swimming areas.


    Quiet Hours: 10 p.m. to 6 a.m. ordinarily, subject to change.


    Cell Service: Very unlikely.


    Recreation: Fishing, hiking, picnicking.


    Finding the campground: From the east end of Sherman Avenue in downtown Coeur d’Alene drive 11 miles northeast on Fernan Lake Road (which becomes FR 268) then 11 miles east on FR 612.


    The campground: Northeast of Coeur d’Alene is a region relatively few people traverse. Though not far from a large metro area, these mountains (Monument Mountain is southeast of the campground) are relatively lightly visited. They’re good getaway spots close to a busy metro area. The area is quiet and thickly wooded.

  


  23 Beauty Creek


  

  
    Location: East of Coeur d’Alene


    GPS: N47.609677' / W116.677691'


    Facilities and Amenities: Drinking water, fire rings, barrier-free access, vault toilets.


    Elevation: 2,150 feet.


    Road Conditions: Paved on ID 97 up to the last mile then an easy and relatively flat gravel road into the campground.


    Hookups: None.


    Sites: 20 campsites.


    Maximum RV Length: 32 feet.


    Season: Late May to mid–September.


    Fees: $24 for a single campsite, $48 for a double.


    Maximum Stay: 14 days in or near a campground.


    Management: USDA Forest Service, Coeur d’Alene River Ranger District (208) 769-3000, www.fs.usda.gov/ipnf/.


    Reservations: www.recreation.gov; a few sites are first come, first served.


    Pets: Allowed but must be leashed in campgrounds and on some trails and kept back from swimming areas.


    Quiet Hours: 10 p.m. to 6 a.m. ordinarily, subject to change.


    Cell Service: Good.


    Recreation: Boating, fishing, hiking, picnicking.


    Finding the campground: From Coeur d’Alene drive 7 miles east on I-90. Turn off at exit 22 (Harrison-St. Maries exit) then drive west 2.5 miles on ID 97. Turn left (east) at the campground sign and then continue 1 mile southeast on FR 438.


    The campground: Beauty Creek is about 1.5 miles from Lake Coeur d’Alene but a creek (sometimes dry in the summer and filled with big, climbable rocks) runs in front of the campground area. This is forested mountain country but the mountains around are gentle. The campground itself is in an open meadow, and some of the sites are fairly close together. This would be a good site for several families camping together. Firewood is available for a small fee.

  


  24 Bell Bay


  

  
    Location: North of Harrison


    GPS: N47.474247' / W116.844491'


    Facilities and Amenities: Drinking water, fire rings, barrier-free access, vault toilets.


    Elevation: 2,600 feet.


    Road Conditions: Good though not fast. ID 97 along the lake is spectacular for viewing but it hugs the rugged coast closely so don’t expect to make freeway speeds. Of the last 3 miles off the highway to the lakeside, the first and last miles are paved and the middle mile is washboard gravel. The last half mile is a steep drop down to the lake so take it slowly if you’re hauling a heavy load.


    Hookups: None.


    Sites: 26 single campsites and 1 group campsite.


    Maximum RV Length: 40 feet.


    Season: Late May to late September.


    Fees: $24 for single and tent-only campsites.


    Maximum Stay: 14 days in or near a campground.


    Management: USDA Forest Service, Coeur d’Alene River Ranger District (208) 769-3000, www.fs.usda.gov/ipnf/.


    Reservations: www.recreation.gov. There are 6 reservable single family sites. Several other sites are available on a first-come, first-served basis.


    Pets: Allowed but must be leashed in campgrounds and on some trails and kept back from swimming areas.


    Quiet Hours: 10 p.m. to 6 a.m. ordinarily, subject to change.


    Cell Service: Very unlikely.


    Recreation: Boating, fishing, picnicking, swimming.


    Finding the campground: Drive east from Coeur d’Alene 7 miles on I-90, turn south at exit 22 (Harrison–St. Maries), and then drive 25 miles south on ID 97. At the campground sign, drive west 3 miles to the
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    Area 5: Silver Valley
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	Campground number
	Campground
	Town
	Sites
	Max. RV length
	Electric
	Picnic
	Fire rings
	Toilets
	Showers
	Drinking water
	Dump station
	Disability access
	Recreation
	Can reserve
	Fees ($)
	Season
	Stay limit (days)



	26
	Berlin Flat
	Prichard
	9
	
	
	▪
	▪
	V
	
	▪
	
	▪
	F
	
	$$$$
	May–Oct
	14



	27
	Kit Price
	Prichard
	53
	45
	
	▪
	▪
	V
	
	▪
	
	▪
	FH
	▪
	$$$
	May–Sept
	14



	28
	Devil’s Elbow
	Prichard
	19
	30
	
	▪
	▪
	V
	
	▪
	
	▪
	FH
	▪
	$$$
	May–Sept
	14



	29
	Big Hank
	Prichard
	30
	
	
	▪
	▪
	V
	
	▪
	
	▪
	FH
	▪
	$$$
	May–Sept
	14



	30
	Bumblebee
	Kingston
	25
	33
	
	▪
	▪
	V
	
	▪
	
	
	FH
	▪
	$$$$
	May–Oct
	14
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    Area 6: St. Joe
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	Campground number
	Campground
	Town
	Sites
	Max. RV length
	Electric
	Picnic
	Fire rings
	Toilets
	Showers
	Drinking water
	Dump station
	Disability access
	Recreation
	Can reserve
	Fees ($)
	Season
	Stay limit (days)



	31
	Conrad Crossing
	Avery
	8
	32
	
	▪
	▪
	V
	
	▪
	
	
	FH
	
	$$
	May–Nov
	14



	32
	Fly Flat
	Avery
	14
	32
	
	▪
	▪
	V
	
	▪
	
	
	FHS
	
	$
	May–Nov
	14



	33
	Line Creek (Stock Camp)
	Avery
	9
	35
	
	
	▪
	V
	
	
	
	
	FH
	
	$$
	May–Nov
	14



	34
	Spruce Tree
	Avery
	9
	35
	
	▪
	▪
	V
	
	▪
	
	
	FH
	
	$$
	May–Nov
	14



	35
	Tin Can Flat
	Avery
	11
	32
	
	▪
	▪
	V
	
	▪
	
	
	FH
	
	$$
	May–Nov
	14



	36
	Turner Flat
	Avery
	10
	32
	
	
	▪
	V
	
	▪
	
	
	FH
	
	$$
	June–Oct
	14



	37
	Big Creek
	Calder
	9
	30
	
	▪
	▪
	V
	
	
	
	
	FH
	
	
	June–Oct
	14



	38
	Huckleberry
	Calder
	33
	40
	▪
	▪
	▪
	V
	
	▪
	▪
	
	BFS
	
	$$–$$$
	Year-round
	14



	39
	Shadowy St. Joe
	St. Maries
	14
	
	
	▪
	▪
	V
	
	▪
	
	▪
	BFS
	
	$
	May–Oct
	14



	40
	Emerald Creek
	Clarkia
	18
	22
	
	▪
	▪
	V
	
	▪
	
	
	F
	
	$$
	May–Oct
	14
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    Area 7: Palouse
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	Campground number
	Campground
	Town
	Sites
	Max. RV length
	Electric
	Picnic
	Fire rings
	Toilets
	Showers
	Drinking water
	Dump station
	Disability access
	Recreation
	Can reserve
	Fees ($)
	Season
	Stay limit (days)



	41
	Little Boulder Creek
	Deary
	17
	30
	
	▪
	▪
	V
	
	
	
	▪
	F
	
	$$
	May–Sept
	14



	42
	Laird Park
	Harvard
	31
	30
	
	▪
	
	V
	
	▪
	
	▪
	HS
	
	$$
	May–Oct
	14



	43
	Giant White Pine
	Harvard
	14
	30
	
	▪
	▪
	V
	
	▪
	
	
	FH
	
	$$
	May–Oct
	14



	44
	McCroskey State Park
	Potlatch
	U
	20
	
	
	
	V
	
	
	
	
	H
	▪
	
	Year-round
	14
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    Area 8: Clearwater
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	Campground number
	Campground
	Town
	Sites
	Max. RV length
	Electric
	Picnic
	Fire rings
	Toilets
	Showers
	Drinking water
	Dump station
	Disability access
	Recreation
	Can reserve
	Fees ($)
	Season
	Stay limit (days)



	45
	Hells Gate State Park
	Lewiston
	80
	72
	▪
	▪
	▪
	F
	▪
	▪
	▪
	▪
	BFHS
	▪
	$$$$
	Year-round
	14



	46
	McKay’s Bend
	Orofino
	17
	40
	▪
	▪
	▪
	f
	▪
	▪
	
	▪
	BF
	▪
	$$
	Year-round
	14



	47
	Pink House Recreation Site
	Orofino
	18
	40
	▪
	▪
	▪
	F
	
	▪
	
	▪
	BF
	
	$$–$$$
	Year-round
	14



	48
	Dworshak State Park
	Orofino
	103
	50
	▪
	▪
	▪
	F
	▪
	▪
	▪
	▪
	BFHS
	▪
	$$
	April–Oct
	15



	49
	Dent Acres
	Orofino
	45
	35
	▪
	▪
	▪
	F
	▪
	▪
	▪
	
	BFHS
	▪
	$$$$
	May–Sept
	14



	50
	Grandad Creek
	Orofino
	10
	
	
	▪
	▪
	V
	
	
	
	
	BF
	
	
	Year-round
	14



	51
	Aquarius
	Pierce
	9
	22
	
	▪
	▪
	V
	
	▪
	
	
	FH
	
	$$
	May–Sept
	14



	52
	Hidden Creek
	Pierce
	13
	22
	
	▪
	▪
	V
	
	▪
	
	
	FH
	
	$$
	May–Oct
	14



	53
	Kelly Forks
	Pierce
	14
	32
	
	▪
	▪
	V
	
	▪
	
	
	FH
	
	$$
	May–Oct
	14



	54
	Noe Creek
	Pierce
	6
	22
	
	▪
	▪
	V
	
	▪
	
	
	FH
	
	$$
	May–Oct
	14



	55
	Washington Creek
	Pierce
	23
	32
	
	▪
	
	V
	
	▪
	
	
	FH
	
	$$
	May–Oct
	14
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  48 Dworshak State Park


  

  
    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    
  


  49 Dent Acres


  

  
    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

  

    

    

    

    

    
  


  50 Grandad Creek


  

  
    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    
  


  51 Aquarius


  

  
    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    
  


  52 Hidden Creek


  

  
    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    
  


  53 Kelly Forks


  

  
    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    
  


  54 Noe Creek


  

  
    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    
  


  55 Washington Creek


  

  
    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    Area 9: Wilderness
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	Campground number
	Campground
	Town
	Sites
	Max. RV length
	Electric
	Picnic
	Fire rings
	Toilets
	Showers
	Drinking water
	Dump station
	Disability access
	Recreation
	Can reserve
	Fees ($)
	Season
	Stay limit (days)



	56
	Indian Creek
	Darby, MT
	4
	
	
	▪
	▪
	V
	
	
	
	
	FH
	
	
	June–Sept
	14



	57
	Paradise
	Darby, MT
	8
	
	
	▪
	▪
	V
	
	
	
	
	FH
	
	
	June–Sept
	14



	58
	Granite Springs/Poet Creek
	Elk City
	4
	
	
	▪
	▪
	V
	
	▪
	
	
	FH
	
	
	Year-round
	14



	59
	Red River/Ditch Creek/Bridge Creek
	Elk City
	44
	
	
	▪
	▪
	V
	
	
	
	
	F
	
	$$
	June–Oct
	14



	60
	White Sand
	Lolo, MT
	7
	30
	
	▪
	▪
	V
	
	▪
	
	▪
	FS
	
	$$
	June–Sept
	14



	61
	Powell
	Lolo, MT
	35
	50
	▪
	▪
	▪
	FV
	
	▪
	
	▪
	F
	▪
	$$$
	May–Oct
	14



	62
	Wendover/Whitehouse
	Lolo, MT
	39
	30
	
	▪
	▪
	V
	
	▪
	
	▪
	F
	
	$$
	June–Sept
	14



	63
	Jerry Johnson
	Lolo, MT
	20
	22
	
	▪
	▪
	V
	
	▪
	
	
	FH
	
	$$
	June–Sept
	14
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    Area 10: Camas Prairie
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	Campground number
	Campground
	Town
	Sites
	Max. RV length
	Electric
	Picnic
	Fire rings
	Toilets
	Showers
	Drinking water
	Dump station
	Disability access
	Recreation
	Can reserve
	Fees ($)
	Season
	Stay limit (days)



	64
	Pine Bar
	Cottonwood
	6
	
	
	▪
	▪
	V
	
	▪
	
	
	BFHS
	▪
	$
	Year-round
	14



	65
	Fish Creek
	Grangeville
	10
	31
	
	▪
	▪
	V
	
	▪
	
	
	F
	
	$$
	Year-round
	14



	66
	South Fork/Castle Creek
	Grangeville
	18
	31
	
	▪
	▪
	V
	
	▪
	▪
	
	FS
	▪
	$$
	Year-round
	14



	67
	Wild Goose
	Kooskia
	8
	23
	
	▪
	▪
	V
	
	▪
	
	▪
	F
	
	$$
	May–Oct
	14



	68
	Apgar Creek
	Kooskia
	7
	24
	
	▪
	▪
	V
	
	▪
	
	▪
	F
	▪
	$$
	May–Sept
	14



	69
	Wilderness Gateway
	Kooskia
	91
	40
	
	▪
	▪
	FV
	
	▪
	▪
	▪
	FHS
	▪
	$$
	May–Oct
	14



	70
	O’Hara Bar/Johnson Bar
	Kooskia
	41
	20
	
	▪
	▪
	V
	
	▪
	
	
	BFS
	
	$
	May–Sept
	14



	71
	Winchester Lake Park
	Winchester
	68
	40
	▪
	▪
	▪
	FV
	▪
	▪
	▪
	
	BFH
	▪
	$$–$$$$
	Year-round
	15
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    Area 11: Lower Salmon
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	Campground number
	Campground
	Town
	Sites
	Max. RV length
	Electric
	Picnic
	Fire rings
	Toilets
	Showers
	Drinking water
	Dump station
	Disability access
	Recreation
	Can reserve
	Fees ($)
	Season
	Stay limit (days)



	72
	Seven Devils/Windy Saddle
	Riggins
	14
	
	
	▪
	▪
	V
	
	
	
	
	FH
	
	$
	July–Oct
	14



	73
	Spring Bar
	Riggins
	18
	22
	
	▪
	▪
	V
	
	▪
	
	
	BFS
	
	$$
	Apr–Oct
	14



	74
	Hammer Creek
	White Bird
	12
	26
	
	▪
	▪
	F
	
	▪
	▪
	
	BFS
	
	$$
	Year-round
	14



	75
	Slate Creek
	White Bird
	6
	
	
	▪
	▪
	F
	
	▪
	▪
	
	BFS
	▪
	$$
	Year-round
	14
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   The author in one of Idaho’s premier campground areas near Smiths Ferry on Highway 55.

   
    Randy Stapilus moved to Idaho in 1974 and has written widely about the state’s history, government, politics, and resources. He is the author of the TwoDot books It Happened in Idaho and Outlaw Tales of Idaho. Since 2004 he has lived in Carlton, Oregon.
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