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For anyone who has ever been

picked on — stay calm like the  

surface of the water, yet strong like 

its current. And know that there is a

song out there for you.

Munjerible is the Gamilaraay word for 

‘angry’ and is used across my family’s  

country in south-west Queensland and  

north-west New South Wales. 

The animal names used in the story are the 

traditional names of these animals in the 

Gamilaraay language.
















Way back before Once-upon-a-time time, 

there was the Dreamtime,  

and during this period there lived  

an angry magpie called Guluu. 

Guluu was so angry that he would  

swoop down and peck the other  

animals on their heads.















When the Elders asked Guluu why he was 

always munjerible, he saidhe was angry 

because the butcher birds teased him.  

Guluu believed that if he was tough and angry, 

the butcher birds would leave him alone. 















The Elders told Guluu that being tough and angry 

would not solve his problem.

‘Look at the river. It rages through the mountains  

and over the waterfalls, but then it calms down.  

So can you,’ said Old Dinewah, the emu.

‘The butcher birds act tough because they’re in a 

group. They think it’s funny to see you get angry. 

Show them how a creature can be strong on  

the inside,’ said Bulul, the mopoke owl. 

‘Ignore them,’ said Gulayaali, the pelican.
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