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You probably have purchased and/or are reading this volume in the Phoenix Guides to the New Testament in order to learn something about the writing called 1 Peter. Bible commentaries like this seek to aid in the study of Scripture by providing explanations and interpretations of a biblical text. Hence, you may be reading this Guide with the unconscious or conscious assumption that this is a commentary to 1 Peter. This assumption is correct but it is not the whole story, since this is not just a commentary but also a reading guide.

Commentaries focus on background information about the text: authorship, history, setting and theme of the writing—that is, ‘correct’ information about the author, the text, the translation, the context, the recipients and the the*logy of 1 Peter. In short by thinking of ‘commentary’, you, the reader, may presuppose that this Guide communicates all the information necessary to understand the text. This presupposition rests on a positivist understanding of commentary.

However, the title of this series promises a ‘guide’ to the N*T! This does not just mean ‘commentary as explanation’ of the text but rather as a mapping of the text and its interpretations. It not only refers to the text but also to the author who is writing the commentary as a ‘guide’. In a commentary context authors are expected to articulate their interpretation on methodological grounds, be they philological, historical or literary, but rarely to articulate and elaborate their hermeneutical perspective and interests. They rarely raise questions of the rhetoric and ethic of interpretation. Advertisements of biblical commentaries assure readers that the guides/authors of such commentaries are well-known and well-trained scholars who are able to explain the text in a scientific way but they rarely (except for traditional orthodox theological commentaries) elaborate their presuppositions, frameworks, rhetorical goals and interests for interpreting the text. They focus on the authors of biblical texts but rarely on the perspectives and interests of the commentary writer or the actual readers/hearers of a text such as 1 Peter in the present or in the past. Moreover, it is ironic that most biblical commentaries of biblical writings seek to engender reading and studying these ancient and, for many readers also still, sacred texts. However, they do not guide readers to find meaning by discussing how such reading for meaning could take place and to what end. In short, they do not raise the hermeneutical questions that need to be asked. Since many potential readers may not see why I included a chapter on a conscientizing feminist reading process, let me explain from the start that I did so because this is not just a commentary but also a ‘guide’ to 1 Peter.

In short, this commentary seeks to be a guide to 1 Peter in both senses of the word ‘guide’: a guide to the text and the author(s) in antiquity and today as well as to the readers/audience of the rhetoric of 1 Peter in the present and in the past. It seeks to interpret the text as rhetorical argument of the author(s) and the audience of 1 Peter, as well as its commentaries in the past and in the present.

In order to assist you in understanding the substantive arguments of 1 Peter in the past, we have added a map of Asia Minor (Modern Day Turkey) which corresponds roughly to the ancient Roman imperial territory of Asia Minor. We also have added a Timeline as an appendix to the book to assist you in understanding and integrating the historical information for understanding the rhetorical historical situation of 1 Peter.

Although the internet provides easy access to the explanation of terms and historical figures, we have added a glossary or list of Key Terms at the end of the book that seeks to enable a better understanding of this Guide to 1 Peter. I hope readers will find the glossary helpful for critically exploring not only the chapters of this book but also the letter called 1 Peter itself. Please consult it as often as needed (words included in this glossary will be in bold when they appear for the first time).

Finally, in order, to startle you into thinking about issues and questions of interpretation and hermeneutical frameworks, I am using the asterisk (*). The asterisk (*) seeks to startle you into thinking: ‘Why?’, ‘What does this mean?’, ‘I need to think more about it’. The asterisk (*) functions as an interruption and as a means of conscientization. It is unsettling and seeks to compel you to question and rethink!

Last but not least, acknowledgments are due. Although the author’s name is on the book, books are always products of collaboration and teamwork. Hence, I want to thank all those whose work and care has greatly contributed to the completion of this small exploration of the meaning of the letter called 1 Peter in the present and the past. Thanks go first of all to my colleague and the editor of this series, Professor Tat-siong Benny Liew. His feedback and work as the editor of the series was invaluable. I am grateful to him for being always encouraging while patiently waiting for the manuscript as well as for supervising the publication of it.

The edition of this text has greatly benefitted from the work of my research assistant, Ms Kelsi Morrison-Atkins. She polished my style, standardized the bibliography, proofread the whole manuscript, and developed the Key Terms as well as the Timeline.

I also want to thank David Clines and Ailsa Parkin for shepherding the book through the production process.

Finally, I want to thank the students in my courses on ‘How Do You Read?’, ‘Introduction to N*T Interpretation’, ‘Diversity and New Testament Interpretation’ and ‘Feminist Biblical Interpretation’, especially Sonia David and You Jeong Jeon (Rachel), for their critical questions, reflections and arguments in their explorations of the content of this commentary, as they sought clarifications and contributed to its conceptualization.
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INTRODUCTION:

HOW DO YOU APPROACH 1 PETER?

The New*Testament writing called 1 Peter is probably not known to many readers, as it is seldom read in the liturgy or preached on from the pulpit. Potential readers are often not much interested in studying 1 Peter because the letter is not considered to be a culturally influential and religiously important biblical text. In contrast, 1 Peter has become an exciting field of study in biblical scholarship in the last 30-40 years. The study of this short letter is not only historically and the*logically rich but also methodologically innovative and challenging. Although this brief letter is not widely read, it is a text with rich historical, cultural, and religious meanings. As a reader of this Guide you may have come across the First Letter of Peter when seeking references to suffering as a Christian calling or to elaborations on the priesthood of all believers. Or you may have looked for a biblical reference to wo/men’s clothing and jewelry or biblical teachings on marriage. This epistle is especially interesting because it mentions marginal persons such as resident aliens, house-slaves or wealthy married wo/men as figures of the*-ethical concern. In the midst of the protests against police violence against young black people, you may have asked: Does G*d really want the suffering that the letter preaches by pointing to the sufferings of Jesus Christ? Or, is G*d on the side of those protesting against such police brutality? Is Jesus with
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